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r> The Bookfellerto tK&Ke^der* 

! V* 

T HE Authors Work having hem fubjett to 
multitude of Cenfures, ’Its imooflible this 

Tranflationjhould efcafe RefleXicns .. 1 . 

jBwfZofimus has hern thought worthy of On A- 
fology JohannesLeuncUvips* Noble German, 
who alps took the fains to tranflat'e him into T a ^ n • 
and. the Hiflory has been frosted fever0,1 times in 
"the lafl Age\ particularly^ feme Books hj that Good 
Alan HenricusiStephanuf, apd the whole by the 
learned Svlburgius. And of late years at Oxford, 
with the knowledge if not dtreXienfbf a Rcxtetend 
Prelate andFatmus Umverflfy ; at alfo m Ger- 
PJ an y, wflhthe Hotes of divers Eminent Per/onu 
7 $e French who make aB Excellent Pieces of jtti- 
Gquity their own, have lately Made him /peak their 
aad conjoyndbimwitbtbe Hifloriescf 
jyphUin a M Zonaras: and 'tit hot unknown ‘ m 
"that Country the Prefl it kept by Jealous Majters.' 
ivi he now, fiands in the JaiigHih Tongue, if 
there be any Boifen contain'd'in Him, it may be 
•Hop'd, that per adventure;there Will be found ma¬ 
ny Men, who under ft and steithet*. Greek nor Latin, 
and yet have Senfe enough to avoid.Poifon. 

J. H. 


T HE Reader is humbly defired to ex- 
cufe an Erratum, Page 346. where 
the Notes are put into the Hiftory itfelf. 
It begins Hence does, and ends Dealt withal. 


Letitlchvius s 

APOLOGY 

FOR 

Z 0 S I MV S, 

Againft the unjuft Reflexions of 1 ! 

\ 

Evagrius , Xfjccpbofus, Ceirenus J 
and others. 



LTHOUGH I were either 
to Difpute againft Men even of' 
a different Religion, or were 
not to undertake the defence of 
a Man, who, for having profefied the old 
exploded Pagan Superftition, would cer¬ 
tainly at firft fight lofe any manner of fa¬ 
vour that he could expert in his caufe a- 
mong Men of our times; yet encouraged 
and fupported with evident Arguments 
[ a ] from 




Leunclavius’j Jpology 

from Truth it feif, and the weaknefs of 
thole which are brought againft him by 
his Adverfaries, I will not fear but that' 
what I have to fay will with impartial 
Men obtain. But I forefee his Defence is 
like to prove no eafie Province, being to 
reply to thofe Men who under the pretence 
of defending the Chriftian Religion and 
thofe Princes who were the molt celebra¬ 
ted Patrons of it, charge one of the moft 
elegant and ufeful Hiftorians with lying 
and calumniating; and who becaufe he was 
no Chriftian mud not be admitted to be a * 
proper or a faithful reporter of thofe things 
which were tranfafted in the Common¬ 
wealth. For mankind is generally lb un¬ 
happily built, as eafily to believe thofe 
Men whom they find of the fame Opini¬ 
ons with themfelves, even in things indif¬ 
ferent, but efpecially in matters of Reli¬ 
gion, crying down in the mean while Men 
of different Sentiments,, although the 
things they deliver do not appear repug¬ 
nant to truth. But feeing there is that 
force in Virtue in general, but efpecially in 
truth, that we cannot but approve it even 
in an Enemy; we hope you will hear What 
we have undertaken to fay in a few words 
in defence of Zofimus, and that Men not 
too perverfe and difingenuous will ac» 
knowledg that matters of fa£t may with 

candour 


for ZOSIMUS. 

candour ond integrity be tranfinitted to 
future Ages by Men even of a different Re¬ 
ligion from our felves. 

Zofimus is aflaulted with abundance of 
ill language, befpattered, curfed and given 
to the Devil for a moft wicked Fellow, and 
principally for profefling himfelf a Pagan $ 
though I even in this commend the inge¬ 
nuity of the Man, and y«t at the fame 
time lament his want of judgment, who 
being a perfon of extraordinary Wit, yet 
t like the wife of the World, as the Scrip¬ 
ture fpeaks, could not difeern the light of 
the Divine Truth 3 but feeing that could 
be no hinderance why he llaould not faith¬ 
fully relate and difcreetly judg of thole 
things which were well or ill done in the 
adminiftration of the Government, let us 
proceed to thofe things in which the prin¬ 
cipal force of the Accufation confifts. 

They fay he was unjuft to the memory 
of Conjlantine for introducing a new Reli¬ 
gion and its increafe under him; and this 
we may grant them, confidcring it is im- 
polfible for any Man to wilh well to him 
who againft our wills would alter our Re¬ 
ligion, when we think it moft agreeable to' 
truth, and which has been confirm’d by 
the Authority andconlentof almoft innu¬ 
merable Ages. But what then ? Was thjs 
hatred of Zofimus towards Conjlantine any 
[a i] motive' 
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motive for him calumnioufly to write how 
Conjlantine was the firft Emperour that ex¬ 
acted that wicked and intolerable kind of 
Tax called 'X.pw&p'yjgpy or aurargeitteum , 
(that which in the Civil Law-Books is 
term’d aurttm lujlrale, becaufe it was col- 
letted every fourth year,) or was it for 
this reafon that he hath related how Con¬ 
jlantine feized upon the Eftates and goods 
of other Men ? a grievous charge indeed, 
and Z ofimus is to be reproved for his 
flanderous way of Writing, if it. appear 
that he hath reported thefe things of the 5 
Emperour untruly: but I am fo far from 
believing that 7 Lofimus wants good and in¬ 
dubitable Authors for what he fays, that 
although there needed other Teftimonies, 
yet that Conjlantine cannot be acquitted 
from this Charge, is evident from one fub- 
ftantial Argument; for either Conjlantine 
found this grievous impofition already laid 
upon his People by fbme of his Predecef- 
fours or elfc he cruelly impofed it himfelf. 

If we acknowledg Conjlantine to have been 
the Author, as Zofmus out of the Wri¬ 
ters of thofe times demonftrates we ought 
to do, what reafon is there to accufe him 
for relating matter of fadt, as he had re¬ 
ceived it from others, as became a faithful 
Hiftorian; his Adverfaries are more to be 
blamed,who expatiating more in tire praifes 


for ZOSIMUS. 

of Conjlantine than becomes them, forget 
the duty of Hiftorians, and feem rather to 
write Panegyrics and Declamations than 
Hiftories. 

But let it be fo that Zofimus forged this 
againft him whom he knew to have been 
tne firft among the Emperours that pro- 
fefs’d the Chriftian Religion, and was there¬ 
fore refolved eo be revenged of him for de¬ 
ferring that of his Anceftours by afperfmg 
him with the impofition of a Tax unheard 
of, and fo odious to the People. 

Well then,, Cendanttne did onely retain 
(which yet thefe Cavillers dare not infill 
on) a moft hateful cuftom which he had 
received from his Predeceflours; however 
our excellent Emperour is not altogether 
innocent, who would not aboiifh a Tax fo 
fordid and abominable, (and introduced 
by Heathen Princes) after lie had himfelf 
embraced the Chriftian Religion. For what 
mighty difference is there between the Au,- 
thor of an evil cuftom, and him, who when 
he hath Power does not abrogate a cruel 
and unjuft one brought in by thofe that 
preceded him ? But themfclves deny not- 
but this Tax was colle&cd and with great 
cruelty too, under Chriftian Princes; and 
confefs that Anaftajius the firft a confide- 
rable time after Conjlantine did by a certain 
wile get ail the Books, wherein were the 
C a 3 ] accounts 
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accounts of this Money, into his own 
hands, out of all the Provinces, and burn’d 
them, to the ineftimable benefit and fatif- 
faftion of his poor Subje&s. Let them 
hot therefore complain of any injury done 
to Conflantine till they prove by good and 
ftibftantial evidence that Me was not the 
Author of this impofitionj and though 
they fliould acquit him from being the Au¬ 
thor, yet they cannot but confefs that he 
will ftill Hand equally criminal for appro- 
ying and retaining fo horrid and villanous 
a thing. But lec us hear I befeech you 
\vhat weighty reafons they produce, to 
prove that Conflantine could not be the Au¬ 
thor of fo bafe an Impofition. 

Zoflmus himfelf, fay they, confefles that 
Conflantine did with incredible expence 
build Conftantinofle , and confiderably en¬ 
larged the fpace without the Walls of the 
old City ; that he adorn’d it with a Palace 
no way inferiour co that of Rome, and fe¬ 
deral other Edifices beautiful and magnifi¬ 
cent 3 that in imitation of the City of 
Rome he granted to the common People 
a certain allowance of Corn : that the Se¬ 
nators who at his requeft left Rome and 
went to Conftantinople, he gratified with 
noble Houfes and confiderable fums of 
pold. How then fhould the thought of 
filch a Tax enter into the mind of fuch a 

Prince? 


Prince ? apd Zoflmus was not aware how 
he contradicted .himfelf in averting things 
almoft repugnant and inconfiftent of the 
fame tyfafi. Thefe are their Arguments, 
but who fees not that they ate taken from 
us i Zoflmus fqys, that Conflantine vva^pto- 
fufe and extravagant as foon as he had 
gotten the Empire to himfelf, and tht^ 
he proves effectually; that he wafted the 
publick Revenue by unreaibnable largeffes, 
that he confumed yaft fums in voluptu;- 
oufnefs, impoverilh’d the Exchequer by 
many coftly and unneeeflary Structures, 
and laftly miftook Profufenefs for Munifi¬ 
cence. 

If thefe things fliall appear to be true, 
as certainly they are, no wife Man- will 
chink it ftrange chat lie found out new 
ways of extorting Money, and when juft 
and reafbnable Methods would not fufHce, 
that he made ufe of fonie cruel and uu, 
heard of before. He that was wont tq 
throw away fuch vaft fums for his hu¬ 
mour, would not want it for his pleafures; 
for no men are fo rapacious after other 
mens goods as they who moft madly waft 
what they have theipfelves.upon their own 
luxury and excels, and to as much purpofe 
do they brag of Conflantine' s bounty to 
his Soldiers: and this too they tell you 
Zoflmus confefles, and what wonder if ha- 
[ a 4 J . ving 






Leunclavius y s Afolop 

ring purchafed the Empire- this way, he 
made ufe of the fame to keep it; for had 
he not, there had been no reafon why the 
Army Ihould not have preferr d the law¬ 
ful IHue ot Conftantius which he had by 
his Wife Theodora , rather than Cmftantine. 
The riotous and greedy humour of Sol¬ 
diers will not endure frugal and tenacious 
Princes, but are ever mod: devoted to them 
who feed their lulls though to the ex- 
haufting of the publick Treafury. And im- 
poflible it is, that thofe exorbitant largef- 
fes which are walled upon thofe Soldiers, 
(who having been once corrupted are ever 
after mutinous) to keep them in their o- 
bedience, ihould not be to the deftrudion 
of thofe poor Subjeds from whom it is 
torn with thegreatell cruelty in the World. 
Hence thole new kinds of exadions were 
meerly to redrefs the effeds of prodigali- 
ty : and to rehearfe thefe kinds of Op- 
preflion, whether inllituted by Conflantine, 
or the elder Tkeodojius, or Valentinian the 
firfl, is not impudently to befpattet or rail 
9t godly and religious Princes, but to re¬ 
late things as they were, which we obfer- 
ving may be able to make ufe of to our 
advantage. For if we rightly confider, it 
amounts to no more than admomfliing 
Princes of die prefent and future Ages, that 
becaufe they profefs the Chriflian Reli- 


fcr ZOSIMUS. 

pion, they Ihould not flatter themlelves 
vvith a belief of fuch a right to the goods 
and properties of their Subjects, as Julian, 
and other Pagan Emperours never pretend¬ 
ed to, who for their abllinence, gentlenefs 
and moderation in Government have been 
a reproach to fome who profefs’d a better 
Religion. 

And the fame Zoflmus, fay they, in ano¬ 
ther place applauds this Conflantine for 
fome adions of his bravely and valiantly 
perform’d, and ought not he to have ta¬ 
ken care hoyv he diminilh’d his glory* 
whom he betore had celebrated fo much i 
as if it were impoflible to commend Conftan- 
tine, Theodofius and other Chrillian Princes 
without approving all that they did ; or 
as if for this very reafon he did not ap¬ 
pear the honeller Man, and without all 
controverfie fitter to be an Hlllorian, who 
though he obfcrved fome Vices in Con- 
flan tine, very notorious, would not yet 
be fo unjull to his memory, as to omit 
thofe things which were commendable iti 
him. 

Nor could Zoflrma's hatred to the Chri¬ 
flian Religion tranfport him lb far and hut- ' 
ry him into fuch undecencies as are too 
evident and fcandalous in you, confider- 
ing the Religion you profefs. For thofe 
Princes who would be thought Chriflian, 

thoupfi 
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though for themoft pare lewd and immo¬ 
ral Men, you can fcarcc forbear deifying, 
bellowing out their praifes to the very 
Sky; and at the lame time others, that were 
deftitute of that light, though other wife * 
Men of incompatable worth and Virtues, 
you are not alhamed to rob even of that 
praife which their merits challenge as their 
due. I do not now fpeak of humane frail¬ 
ty, which will not admit a Man fo to de¬ 
port himfelf as to be liable to no excep¬ 
tion ; and therefore wife Men acknowledg 
that of Theognis to be true: & 

Vir bonus interdum mains eft, alias bo¬ 
nus idem. 

I will allow Conjlantine to have been in¬ 
deed a great Man, he was the firft among 
the Emperours that abolifh’d thole fevere 
and bloody Laws againft our Religion, 
he embraced the true Worlhip of God, he 
removed that Tyranny that had fo long 
been exercifed againft the Church and the 
Commonwealth; and laftly in a great mea- 
fure quieted thofe inteftine Differences 
which were among thofe of the Chriftian 
Profeflion, by a Convocation of moll holy 
Men. Tbefe are indeed worthy Actions 
of an excellent Prince, and fuch as all good 
Men will not onely acknowledg butads- 

mire 
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mite and applaud. But their way it was, 
who have written theHiftory of the times 
about Conjlantine , not onely to report 
thofe things which were good and com¬ 
mendable, °but even thofe too which can 
no way be juftified, and that the Laws of 
Hiftory do neceffarily require, and of con- 
fiderablc ufe it is in the life of Man; how¬ 
ever it may feemto fully and diminilhhis 
glory of whom it is related. And if Zoji- 
mus have done this with great freedom of 
fpeech, he is not certainly more to be re¬ 
proved for it than feme others, who pro- 
fefling not the Pagan, as he did, but the 
Chriftian Religion, have norftuck bitterly 
to lalh Conjlantine as well for thofe things 
which Zojimus has likewife charged him 
with, as alfo that an Emperour pretend¬ 
ing to be a Chriftian fhould promulgate 
a Law, inferted in Jujlinians Code, for¬ 
bidding thofe to be accufed for the ufe of 
Magick Arts, who from thofe wicked 
Rites feek relief for fick bodies, and the 
confervation of thofe things which are 
neceffary to life; that is. Men who fbr- 
fake God the fountain of all good things, 
and expe£t thofe afliftances from ev;il 
Angels which they defpair of receiving 
from the Almighty : as if it were not eje- 
prefly forbid in the Scripture , or that 
the ufe of that could be lawful, which is 
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in it felf impious and damnable: and not; 
without reaion do the fame Men difcom- 
mend Conftantine for changing his Coun¬ 
sels and refolutions in his old age, when 
by the perfuafion of his Sifter Conftantia 
he recalled Arius the Author of that moft 
pernicious Se£t from banilhment, and com¬ 
manded AthattafiuSy who, for his extraor¬ 
dinary Piety and Religion, had lb well de- 
ferved of his own ana all fuccecding ages, 
to be banifh’d into France ; and thefe are 
Crimes more inexcufable than what Zofi- 
mus hath charged him with, thefe reipe- 
{ting the honour of God, the peace of his 
Church and the falvation of his Peoples 
Souls; Zofemus, in the mean while com¬ 
plaining chiefly of thofe things in Ccnftan- 
tine which tended to the prejudice of the 
Commonwealth. 

And what is Zofimus’ s Crime, which 
Evagrius and Nicepborus make fuch a ftir 
about, in relating how Conftantine mur¬ 
der'd his Son Crifpus Cefar, a moft hope¬ 
ful Youth and of great Virtue, and his 
own Emprefs Faufla ? is not this a Angu¬ 
lar piece of impudence which denies that 
to have been done , which the content of 
thofe Writers who are of undoubted ve¬ 
racity, confirms the truth of ? But Eufebi- 
«r, fay they, who was contemporary with 
Conftantine and furvivcd him too, men¬ 
tions 
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tions not one word of thofe Parricides. 
But what if this tOftimony be not good? 
For I muft tell you, this kind of Hifto- 
rians, Prelates I mean, Priefts and Monks 
have but a fcurvy reputation for their fi¬ 
delity this way; for thofe Princes who 
preferr’d them, they do not onely praife 
immoderately, but fludioufly endeavour 
not onely to free from the guilt, but from 
the very fufpicioo too of thofe Villanies, 
which, for all that, are too apparent to be 
either conceal’d or excufed; and fome a- 
gain, and thofe no mean Perfons, either 
not fairly pafs’d over, or which is worle, 
unjuftly ftigmatized. But let us not make 
uic of this advantage againft fo eminent 
an Author as Eufehius, and therefore al¬ 
low that either he would not, or durft not 
write, his own circumftances and thofe of 
the times not admitting it; for either he 
wrote his Hiftory while Conftantine was 
alive, or loon after his death: while he 
was yet alive he could not, without un¬ 
avoidable hazard of his life, bring in the 
ftoryof fo horrid aVillany, and little Ids 
could he have expefted from Conftanthu 
who furvived his Father and Brethren, if 
he had written it after he was dead. For 
whom I bcfeech you fhould he fpare who 
fpared not his own blood ? .fliall we fay 
therefore that thofe murders of Conftantine 

were 
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were feign’d, becaufe Eufelius, for fear of 
the Father, and when he was dead, of the 
more cruel Son, durft not infert them in¬ 
to his Hiftory i But Eufelius, fay they, 
commends Crifpus, and therefore very un¬ 
likely it is, that he fhould have been mur¬ 
der’d by his Father; as if an enraged Fa¬ 
ther who was jealous of his Son s being 
naught with his Mother-in-law, could in 
the heighth of his paflion fo far command 
himfelf as to fpare him becaufe he was a 
hopeful and a forward Youth: or had 
not afterwards teftified his refentment of 
the injury he had done fo excellent and 
virtuous a Perfon, when touch’d with grief 
and remorfe for the murder of fuch a Son, 
he ftrangled his own Wife Faufta who was 
the occanon of his fufpicion, in a Bath. 
Eufelius therefore if he had a mind to be 
iafe, could not better confult his own fe- 
curity than by wholly declining the men¬ 
tion of Crifpus’s murther in his Hiftory s 
for one of thefe two he muft neceftarily 
have done, either have made Crifpus die 
innocent, or not; guilty he would not, be¬ 
caufe the contrary was manifeft to all 
Men, and innocent he durft not, for fear 
of accufing the Father : And hence we 
may truly infer that Crifpus was unblame- 
able, becaufe among the reft who teftific 
his innocence, Zofimus relates how fadly 

he 
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he was lamented by his Grandmother He¬ 
lena ; and therefore Eufelius for reafons 
beft known to himfelf left that in doubt 
which Zofimus more remote from that Age 
ought by iK) means to have omitted. And 
truly I cannot but admire what was in the 
minds of thefe Men, who not content to 
have expofed themfelves by their zeal a- 
gainft Zofimus, will not allow Confiantius 
to have been cruel at arl, becaufe he did 
not execute Vetranio who had been guilty 
of Treafon : as if one Angle inftance were 
fufficient to entitle a Man to the Chara¬ 
cter of a gentle and merciful Prince, (who 
at other times inhumanly butchered his 
own Relations) for fparing a Man who 
by the courfe of Nature could not live 
long, of no Birth, not bravely taken or 
conquered, but circumvented by a mecr 
wile. And the fame Confiantius does Na- 
zianzen a Man otherwife prudent enough 
commend onely out of hatred to Julian, 
a Man in many extraordinary Virtues, 
not equal, but far fuperiour to Confiantius ; 
to whom chough you allow his Apoftacy 
to the Pagan follies to have been a re¬ 
proach, yet I cannot fee any reafonable 
caufe why you fhould fo far prefer that 
other Champion of the Arian madnefs. 
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■" And now I muft prepare to wipe off an¬ 
other Calumny, whereby Zojimus is ac- 
cufed partly for belying, partly for re¬ 
proaching of Conjiantine , in reporting that 
being troubled in Confcience for having 
violated all the facred ties of Religion, for 
his Murthers and other Villanies, and not 
being able to obtain fuch an abfolution 
from the guilt of his fins in the Pagan Re¬ 
ligion as would fatisfie and quiet his mind. 
He did by the perfuafion of a certain 
Spaniard called / Egyptius , come over to 
the Chriftian faith, as to a Religion that 
would give him peace of mind, provided 
he did with a firm belief and penitent 
heart apply himfelf to him whofe Office 
it is to reconcile us to God. 

This they who are for acquitting Conftan - 
tine againft the faith and fttcam of Hifto- 
rians will not allow to be true, becaufe it 
was fo long before he would admit of Bap¬ 
tifm which is ordained for the wafhing 
away of fins; and for this they produce 
the Authority of Theodoret , who hath 
written how Condantine was baptized at 
Nicomedia a little before his death. But 
this no way invalidates the truth of what 
Zojimus relates; for it was poffible for 
Conjiantine to profefs the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion and not have been baptized; it be¬ 
ing a cuftom which too much prevail’d a- 

bouc 
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bout that time for many, although Chri- 
ftians by profeffion, to defer Baptifm till 
they were near their ends* out of an O- 
pinioa which had then very much ob¬ 
tain'd and which yet even with us is not 
wholly rejected, viz. that after Baptifm 
fuch a ftrictnefs of life was requifite as 
not to admit the leaft flip; and if after it 
we happen’d to fall, no abfolution or for- 
givenefs was ever to be expefted again* 
Although indeed Theodoret hath particu¬ 
larly mentioned that Conjiantine would 
not be baptized, always defiring that in 
imitation of our Saviour he might at length 
have that facred Rite perform’d in . the 
ftreams of Jordan. This deferring his Bap¬ 
tifm therefore hinders not at all but that 
Conjiantine was fufficiently fatisfied that 
by his embracing the Chriftian Religion 
he was fully acquitted from the guilt of 
his Crimes.’ Nor does his being fo very 
felicitous for a lafting and effeftual peace 
of mind deferve any blame at all; but ra¬ 
ther this paflage in Zojimus redounds very 
much to the honour both of Conjiantine 
and our Religion too. For who can blame 
him for his penitence and being willing to 
be reftored to the favour of Almighty 
God, and for the time to come amend a 
life fo wicked and unrighteous as his had 
been ? Who will deny the Chriftian Re- 
[ b ] ligiort 
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ligiou'to be the moil excellent that ever 
\Vas, which reconciles us to that God 
who in our Conferences we know is dif- 
pLeal'ed with our iniquities, and gives us 
that r-epoie and .quiet of mind, in which 
the great ell felicity of our whole life con- 
ftits, and which the old Phiiophers did 
fo anxioufly and to io little purpofe ftudy 
to acquire? 

Any one therefore may lee what tri¬ 
fling and unreafonable arguments Evagrius 
and Nicephorus make ufe of to leflen as. 
they pleate the truth of thole things which 
Zojmns like a faithful and wife Miftorian 
has deliver’d of Confianthe , mingling his 
Virtues with his Vices, as well thole things 
which were commendable in. him as what 
Was lcandalous and wicked, in which 
Conjlantine himfelf feems to have, degene¬ 
rated from his own natural difpomion. 
ought we not rather to remember that 
moft wife faying of Herodotus, That there 
never yet was, nor is there ever likely to 
benny Man who through the whole oourfc 
of his life had not fome mixtureof evil, 
and with extraordinary Virtues, Vices as 
extraordinary i And what if a Pagan calk 
unskilfully of our Religion ? ought that to 
be any motive for us to treat Zvfimus at 
that rate, or condemn him never to be 
read again? r 

And 
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And to as much purpofe do they,fay, 
that Zojtmus lyes in affirming that front 
that time the Chriftian Religion was in¬ 
troduced, the Roman Empire was harafs’d 
by the barbarous part of the World, and 
ski its extent dimin#lh’d,"and fcarce any re, 
mains of its ancient> grandieur, but .re- 
fembled fome mighty Fabrick with patch’d 
Roofs and fupported with battrefles; and 
to refute this they produce a Lilt of 'a 
great many Provinces added* to the Roman 
Empire after our Saviour was born, and 
had publilh’d his Religion to the World,; 
as part of Macedonia, Albania, &c. Though 
this be no better than a Cavil and no juft 
Reply. For Zejtmus fpeaks not of the be¬ 
ginning and as it Were the Infancy of our 
Religion, bur obferves it of thole times 
wherein k was fpread and had gotten fome 
force, and by the light and power of its 
Doctrine had fo difpeU’d the milts of Pa- 
ganifm, and beaten out -the Superftitions 
of the Heathens, that neither Prince nor 
People had any veneration or efteem for 
the Rkes and Ceremonies of their Auce- 
ftours; but if we fhaft look clofer into 
that which they fay of the Provinces re¬ 
duced under the Reman jurifdi&ion, ’twill 
be a queftion whether the ignorance or 
impudence of thefe Cavillers "is molt to 
be admifed ; for Zojtneus will immediately 
[b i] fep 1 > r y 
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reply, and truly too, that thofe Conquefts 
a re owing to the Valour and Condud of the 
Luculli, Pompeii, Juli't , P'ilii, Drufi, Tra- 
jani and the reft of thofe Pagan Heroes; 
and on the contrary will charge the lofs of 
them to our account; nor indeed can we 
with any modefty or umbrage of Truth 
deny but that it was fo. Wherefore we 
muft find out other Arguments to confute 
Zofimus, and aflign other caufes why Ibme 
Nations and Empires are reduced to con- 
fijfion and ruin at fome certain ominous 
and unlucky times, and by no means al¬ 
low the inftitution of the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion to be the occafion, as fome miftaken 
Men blinded with the prejudice of E- 
ducation and the imprefiions they recei¬ 
ved from their Forefathers would infinuate, 
when the like contingencies are evident 
from ancient Hiftories, and we daily fee 
the experience of it our felves. 

But to return to thefe Men who are fo 
much for lalhing of Zofimus, who, labour¬ 
ing to prove againft him, that the Com' 
monwealth flourifh’d more under Chriftian 
than Pagan Emperours, objed the unfor¬ 
tunate expedition of Julian againft the 
Perfians: but becaufe Men differ in their 
Opinions concerning this Prince, and the 
ancient Divines more cfpecially are moft 
injuft in theirs. Before we proceed in the 

defence 
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defence of Zofimus ; let us fee what man¬ 
ner of Man this Julian was, fetting afide 
the bufinefs of Religion; and we fhall find 
in him very many, not faint ftroaks, but 
ftrong and exprefs figns of extraordinary 
Virtues, which - if hismiftake in Religion 
had not obfeured, you might have beheld 
in him, though but a young Man, the moft 
admirable and perfed Idea of a good and 
excellent Prince, he had a vigorous Wit 
and capacious underftanding, adorn’d from 
his Childhood, not, as Noblemen ufe to 
be, with a flight and fuperficial knowledg, 
but he attain’d fuch a perfedionin all the 
liberal Sciences, that by confeflion of all 
fides he excelled even his Mafters, Men 
too moft eminent themfelvcs; and that he 
has delervedly this reputation for Learn¬ 
ing, needs no other proof, than thofe ele¬ 
gant and elaborate Pieces of his which are 
yet extant; and that he was no mean Ci¬ 
vilian is evident from his Refcripts which 
are ftill to be feen in the Books of the 
Civil Law. Now as to what relates to 
his other Accomplifhments; the warlike 
Germans by fad experience almoft to their 
deftrudion are proofs of his Angular For¬ 
titude and Prudence in Military Affairs, 
who fearing even the extindion of their 
name became Petitioners to a young Man 
for Peace; a People who had given Laws 

C b 3 1 to 
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to the mightieft Emperours both before and 
after Julian: and during thefe Wars it is 
incredible how great was his frugality and 
temperance both in eating and drinking, 
how little he flept, and what pains he 
took, contemning all the Charms and al¬ 
lurements ofPleafure; he lived like a Phi- 
lofopher amidft the clalhing of Swords and 
found of Trumpets: and a very great in¬ 
stance of a modefty that fcem’d a ftranger 
to Ambition did he give, when Conftantius 
married him to his Sifter Helena ,, and made 
him Cefar when he thought of nothing 
lefs. For when by the Emperours com¬ 
mand the Purple Cloak was thrown over 
him, willing to fhew how little he efteem’d 
that Princely Garment, he repeated this 
Vcrl'e of Horner , 

Purpurei vis leti & inexoralile fatum 
Occupat. 

His gentlenels and readinefs to forgive 
Men, was very often remarkable, and then 
efpecially when the Ant Mans had jefted 
upon him more lharply and faucily than 
became Subjects to their Prince, he was con¬ 
tent with the revenge of a moft witty Q- 
yation, which though it were to their 
jfliame, could not be read without delight 
toothers. 

His 
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His Chaftity, a Virtue fo tare in great 
Princes, he did ever fo carefully prefer, ds 
not onely during the life of his Wife ne¬ 
ver to violate, but even after her death, in 
the very flower of his age refufed to marry 
again, yet ever abhorr’d all unlawful love; 
nor contented to demonftrate by his pra¬ 
ctice how much he efteem’d this Virtue, 
he had always in his mouth thefe Vcrfes 
of Bacchilides an ancient Poet , 

Vt quttm de ftatua facies formofa revuh 

if* eft 

Non decus in rel'quo corpore trmeus 

(habet i 

Sic reliant mores fpreti fine honore jace- 

( bunt, 

Ni fint ornati laude pudiciti<e. 

Who can be fo brutifk and difingenuous 
as not to admire and celebrate a Man fo 
illuftrious for endowments of mind and 
body as Julian , in whom fo excellent a 
Wit, as appears from his Sayings, fo much 
Learning, from his Writings, fuch Skill in 
the Civil Law, from his Refcripts, fo much 
Valour, from his Actions, fo much Mode¬ 
fty, from his Behaviour, fuch Chaftity , 
from his Continence, were fo remarkable 
and confpicuous ? yet feme there ate fuch 
ftrangers to humanity, who under the' 
[ b 4 ] pretence 
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pretence onely of his defe&ion from the 
Chriftian faith, impudently deny him thofe 
praifes which are due te his Virtues, and 
are not aihamed to proclaim him for an 
unfortunate Prince and pernicious to the 
Commonwealth, becaufe, fay they, he 
was unfuccefsful againft the Terfians, and 
being flain in the Enemies Country had 
like to have ruined the Empire. Whereas 
indeed the Perjians and the Germans, two 
Nations fo fatal and terrible to the Ro¬ 
mans, he reduced to fuch freights, that the 
Germans broken with fuch difmal over¬ 
throws, earneftly fought Peace, and when 
they had obtain’d it from him, they reli- 
gioufly obferved it as long as he lived, out 
of fear of fo fortunate a young Man ; 
though at other times a People unquiet 
and impatient of reft and lcifure: and the 
Perjians terrified with a feries of Victo¬ 
ries, durft no more come fairly into the 
field, nor fight upon equal terms, but 
burning and deftroying their own Coun¬ 
try, were fore d to confefs that they want¬ 
ed but a little of a total fubverfion; and 
whatever of terrour or damage was brought 
upon the Romans was owing to Jovian, a 
Man of our own Religion, who to the e- 
ternal reproach of the Roman name be¬ 
came almoft a petitioner for Peace to an 
gnemy even conquered himfelf, and ap¬ 
pealed 
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pealed thofe by the furrender of I know 
not how many Provinces, whom he ought’ 
to have made buy a Peace at the price of 
fome of their own Territories. What 
ftrange humour is this then, that Men 
ihould take delight to lay thofe mifearri- 
ages upon other Men which are in truth 
to be charged upon our felves > 

And now let us fee with what weighty 
Arguments thefe Cenfurers undertake to 
demonftrate how the Chriftian Princeshave 
been much jufterand braver Pcrfons than 
thofe that were Paeans, and that the Com¬ 
monwealth flouriiiied more under them. 
The Pagan Princes fay they, were moft of 
them flain and plagued with Seditions; 
whereas ours were neither murther'd by 
their Domefticks nor by forein Enemies, 
and therefore the times wherein they reign¬ 
ed are to be accounted happier than the 
others. I think we need not go very for 
to ihew them how very forgetful or how 
infatuated they are with endeavouring to 
calumniate others. Are not they I befeech 
you to be accounted Domefticks that are 
related to us by blood ? and after our Pa¬ 
rents are not our Brethren next akin? and 
will not our Coufin-germans fucceed in 
courfe? Let us fee then what was afted 
between the Sons of ConJlantine who all 
profels’d the Chriftian Religion. Conjians 

the 
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the youpgeft of thefe, having furprized his 
eldeft Brother Conftantine by a wile, dream¬ 
ing of no fitch. matter, barbaroufly mur- 
tlier’d him by a company of bafe Afiaf- 
fioes. Magnet ins a Rebiel flew this very 
Codfi ms polluted with the blood of his 
Brother. Conflantius the onely furviver, 
favagely hunting after the blood of his 
own Kinred ip long, till at length having 
deftroyed the pofterity of his Brother, his 
own Family became extinft What fad- 
der and more tragical Examples of Parri¬ 
cides chan thefe can you expeffc ? but thefe 
our fine Hiftorians never fo much as 
thought of; thefe, which were indeed a 
Rumbling-block to thofe who before ha- 
ving no great kindnefs for our Religion, 
were confirmed in their abhorrence by this 
bloody and inhumane Scene. 

But what Zofimts relates of the Immo¬ 
ralities of the Emperour Valens , Evagrius 
takes not fo ill, becaufe he was a defender 
of the Ar 'tan Herefie; feveral of the Anci¬ 
ents, ampng whom Paulus yarnefridus,com- 
monly called Diaconus, and Jornandes com¬ 
plain of him as the Author of that wick¬ 
ed Law (as they term it) by which here- 
ftrain’d thofe vaft numbers of thofe, who 
under pretence of Religion affe&ed Soli¬ 
tudes and took upon them a kind of Mon- 
kilh life? and that Perfons fit for the ma¬ 
nage- 
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nagement of -^flakoand therijupport of the 
Commonwealth flrould be fetch’d out of 
thoife holes, and forc’d according:; taitlj^f 
feveral capacities either to enter into the; 
Wars, or the.difcharge of qjvii duties} and 
truly for this very reafoqtj think 
undefervedly reprehended? and. fpftW 
there are who think this Law brought in¬ 
to ufe for the failing proyifions for the 
Army out of thofe allowances which went 
towards the maintenance of thofe Lub- 
bards, and that good Troops might be 
form’d out of them and paid without the 
charge of the Commonwealth, by turning 
thofe Revenues that way, which by die 
fuperftitions of their Predeccffors had been 
bequeathed to the feeding the Bellies of a 
parcel of lazy Monks. 

And here you fee what it is Evagpius, 
and Nicepborus make fuch ado about agaioft 
Zofmus . But their empty and trifling reafons 
for excufingChriftian Princes,their vanity in 
accufing Pagans,their impudence in denying 
the truth, and their ignorance in aflerting 
falfhoods, I hope I have fufficiently expofed. 

There remains Photius the Patriarch of 
ConJlanttNople , who charges Zofimus for 
barking like any Dog againft the Godly ? 
but we have before fhewn that there is 
no hurt in his barking, nor.any venom 
in his bite: which that it may be evident 
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in a few words: We fee through the whole 
Hiftory of Zojimus , Conjiantine is repro¬ 
ved by him for the cruelty of his exacti¬ 
ons, his Parricides,, his Luxury, his pro- 
fufenefs; which Vices it feems, even the 
Chriftian Religion could but little redram 
in him. He objects to his Sons their flaugh- 
ter of one another,and the murther of their 
Kinred. He ftiews the doth of Jovian, 
and the cowardife of his mind in quitting 
thole Ptovinces which belonged to the Em¬ 
pire. He lets a mark upon Valentinian 
for his unrealizable fufpicion, and thence 
his cruelty to fuch as he didruded, his op- 
prcffing his People with immoderate and 
unreafonable Taxes. In Gratian, he fhews 
how his too great affeCbion towards the 
barbarous Nations, and his contempt of his 
own Subjects were the occafion of his 
death and an alteration in the Common¬ 
wealth. He blames Fhcodojius for chang¬ 
ing and augmenting the number of Magi¬ 
strates and felling of their places, and his 
being fo exceffively given to voluptuouf- 
nefs; though excepting thefe, he as freely 
praifes him. He terms his Son Arcadius 
no better than bead, for being governed 
onely by Eunuchs and idle Women to the 
extream detriment of the Commonwealth 
and the grief of all good Men; and lays 
that Honwiui was even as flocfaful as his 
Brother. Thefe 
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Thefe are thofe godly Princes, I fuppofe, 
againd whom Pbotius complains Zofimus 
has bark’d, in expofing their Vices to the 
World; who nCverthelefs if he found any 
thing that deferved commendation he ne¬ 
ver diflemblcd it. . Add the Pillars of our 
Religion, St. Chryfoftom, who he lays was 
wont with great Eloquence to foften and 
cajole the unlearned Rabble: and Pope In¬ 
nocent, who oppofed not the. ufe of thofe 
impious Rites for the iafety : of. the City* 
as if he had had that of fGrgil in his 
mind, ... i: 

Fie Here fi ttequeo fitter os, Acherenta mth 

\vehi. 

And ladly the Monks, whom he takes no¬ 
tice of for abdainiug from Marriage, fil¬ 
ling Cities and Villages with Collgdges of 
fingle People, of ufe neither to. theWars, 
nor to any civil Duty in the Common¬ 
wealth : but have ever fince gone a certain 
way whereby they have fecured a confi- 
derable part of the Earth to themfelves, 
and under pretence of relieving the poor, 
have reduced a great part of mankind to 
beggery. And here you fee the yelping 
Pbotius is fo difpleas’d at. > 

In 

* m 
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In rhofe other things wherein Zefikius 
hath. reflected [Upon the Cbriftian Religion, 
you may pbTerve a kind Of admirable *e- 
turtt ©rCwctebf Times and humane things. 
He relates bow ©ra/ww died by a hind of 
Judgmeot-for refofing to- -put -onthe Gar¬ 
ment qf the >Pimifeec according -to 

the criftom eif bis Predecetfburs, -declaring 
himfelf a-Ohriftian and bo' Worfliipper of 
the boil of Heaven: which. Garment was 
Wont to be prSfetfted to die Pagan Etnpe- 
toure with the fame Ceremony as in fuc- 
cceding ages the Chriftian ufed to pot on 
the StoU Diaconatus. He reports how the 
Senate.in defence of tsli0 ion- they had 

received from their Anceftours, laid before 
Theodosius the Antiquity of their Rites and 
Worfhip, Raving-derived them ' ftom -the 
Very- foundation of digit City, and by the 
obierying >df which \tthe ; People ot'lpaMe 
hadprCferv’d ekdk Empire vwelve hundred 
years; that k Was iinteafonabie to prefer 
a Religion 1 chat had ■$>' fcrite to fay‘for it 
felf to one fo ancient :aftd akgufty And 
adds, bow TheodojiHs abolllh’d ttkilk ‘Ja- 
cred Rites -which by J the ’Mfticutliok O^-feis 
AnceftOurS -ought to - have been perpetual 
bow he -forbad facrificing-at the Ptfblieh. 
charge, and commanded proVifions'fcf'the 
Army to be raifed out of them for the 
fafety of the Roman Empire; He com¬ 
plains 


"" fir XOSblMUiS^l 

plains 6f his removing the Images*, and 
ihortjy after 1 , eheStitust of Gold and 
vet and coining vaft films of Mofoey om 
of them, which he wsa afterward,- forc’d 
to part with to Made to buy a^dace 
his bands; that Serena :&}i<#e 

facrilegioufly rob’d th&Motber of th&Ga& 
of her Jewels aind wore them bccdblfi and 
that her Husband Siilm. tbobikway tho& 
huge Plates of Goldwkich M diedlfliftfidll 
the doors of the Tfcmplo to sbf 

CapitoL But who b tbcte thdS fyo.lAot 
fedn the like iiijoua days arid- beaft&tha t id 
Complaints ? fifim.AU whisb rtfctfjeYttfent 
that that common Enemyr,«i6ij*jwiilsindj 
that he might obftrud the true Worlhip of 
God, has always been the fame. But ’tis 
my Opinion, that Wife Men will be fo far 
from refufing tefread 2o/w«jr, £harthe va¬ 
riety of thefe kinds of Relations will ren¬ 
der him more acceptable and delightful. 

iliis is what I had to offer in his De¬ 
fence againfl: the frightful Invectives of 
fome Writers; and which I hope will ob¬ 
tain among thofe Men who are capable of 
making a' right judgment Of tlflHgST "T 
could if I pleas’d or thought it worth my 
while inlarge in the juft praife of Zoftmus’s 
Hiftory ; But becaufe, as they lay, Good 
Wine needs no Bulh, I will no longer de¬ 
tain 
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tain the Reader from entertaining himielf 
better with the raoft Elegant Writings of 
Our Author; and I promifemy felf, that 
excepting thole things which relate to 
Church-Affairs, the learned Reader will in 
all others prefer him far before either 
•Eufelius, Socrates, Sozomen or Theodoret ; 
or if out of a religious kind of fcruple 
they are affraid to prefer a Pagan to thole 
Ecclefiaftical Writers of the upper Form, 
yet we do not at all doubt but they will 
without difpute allow him to equal them 
in his Way, and not fo much as admit the 
left of them as Zonaras, Cedrenus , &c. in¬ 
to competition with him. 


A New 


A New 

HISTORY; 

Written by 

Count ZOSIMVSj 

Sometime Advocate of the Ircafury. 


The Firfl Book. 


HEN Polybius Megalopo¬ 
lis defign'd to write the Hu 
fiory of all remarkable paf 
fages in his time, he thought 
it the beft way to Ihew from 
matter of fad, that the Romans, who had 
Wars with their neighbouring Nations for 
hx hundred years after the building of 
t leir City, gain d, in that time, no Very 
great Dominions. But When they had ire* 
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duced fome fmall part of Italy, which, af¬ 
ter Hannibal came over, at the Battel of 
Canute, they loft; and faw their Enemies 
lie before their Walls, they grew fo great 
and fortunate, that, in lei's than fifty three 
years, they were mafters not onely of all 
Italy and Af rica, but fubdu’d the Spaniards 
toe. And being ftili defirous to propa¬ 
gate their Empire, they pafs’d the Ionian 
Bay, conquer’d the Grecians , and ruin’d 
the Macedonians, whole I\ing, that then 
was, they took alive and carry’d to Rome. 
$Jow the caufe oi all this no man will fay 
was meerly humane ; but either fatal Ne- 
cejfrty , or the Influence of the Stars, or the 
Will of God, which favours all our Acti¬ 
ons, as long as they are juft and good. 
For thefe dungs lay liich a train of leern- 
ing caufes upon future contingencies, that 
thinking men fuppofe , the Adminiftration 
of humane affairs is managed by divine 
Providence; fo that when peoples Spirits 
arc up and vigorous, they thrive and are 
ih/good plight, but, on the contrary, when 
thele are defefted and want courage, thofe 
dwindle into the prclent circumftances. 

; But my bufmels is, to Ihew from the 
things themlelves, that what I fay is true; 
and therefore I muft tell you .That after the 
Trojan War until the Battel of Marathon, 
the Greeks did nothing, that I know,worth 

die 
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the fpeaking of either againft each other, 
or any body elle. But when Darius , by 
his Prefers, or great Govemours of Towns 
and Provinces, came to oppole them with 
infinite numbers of men, eight thoufand 
Athenians, infpir’d, as it were, from Hea¬ 
ven, and arm’d by meer chance, ran out 
to meet him, and got fo much the better 
of it, that they kill’d ninety thouland and 
forced the reft to fly the Countrey. And 
this fight it was, that put the Grecians 
into a far better condition than formerly. 
But when Darius was dead, and Xerxes 
came with an Army fo much greater, that 
he feemed to bring all Aft a into Greece 
(for he fill’d the Sea with Ships and the 
Land with Souldiers) he found it necefr 
fary to crofs over from Afta into Europe ; 
ana therefore, as if the two Elements of 
Earth and Water had not been capable of 
receiving his Army, unlefs they had robb’d 
each other of their natural ufe, he made a 
Bridg over the Hellefpont for the Foot-Sol¬ 
diers to march upon; nay, he cut a paf- 
fege through the Mountain Athos, where 
Ships rode as in the Sea. Whilft in the 
mean time the Grecians, though they were 
terrified at the very report of Tuch an Ene¬ 
mies approach, yer they prepared for him 
as well as they were able. And in one Sea- 
fight ac Artemiflunt and another at Salarms, 
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they obtain’d a Victory fo far beyond the 
former, that Xerxes was glad to cfcape 
with his life, when he had loft moft of 
his Army ; whilft the remaining part of 
them, that were flain at Plataa, did, by 
their deaths, fo much advance the glory of 
the Grecians , that in the ftrcngth of their 
reputation and renown, they not onely fee 
the Greeks , that were in Ajia, at Liberty, 
but poflefs’d themfelves of almoft all the 
Jjlands. 

And indeed, if they had been unanimous 
among themfelves, and content with their 
then prefent condition, nor the Athenians 
fallen out with the Lacedemonians about 
the Government and Menage of Greece, they 
would never have had any forein Lords, 
But when the Pelopottnefian War had weak- 
ned the ftrength of the Greeks, and made 
their Cities poor, Philip had room and 
opportunity to enlarge that Kingdom, 
which his Father left him, by arts and ftra- 
tagems,though he was not equal in ftrength 
to any of his neighbours. For he did fo 
oblige his own Souldiers, and all others 
that wou’d fight under his Command , 
with Money, that he grew great enough 
to engage with the Athenians at Cheronea, 
and, after-that Victory, was fo kind and 
courteofti. and won fo much upon all men, 
that he thought himfelf vvell enough pre¬ 
pared 
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pared to go againft the King of Perfia, But 
before he cou’d raife a competent number 
of men, he died. 

Then Alexander came to be King , who 
afloon as he had fetled Affairs in Greece , 
went over into Afia with a confiderable 
Army. Where having conquer’d the Sa' 
trapes (i. e. Governov.rs of Provinces ) who 
oppofed him, he made his way toward 
Darius himfelf, who with an innumerable 
Hoft had taken all the places about Ijfus. 
And there engaging with the Perfians he 
gain'd an incredible Victory, routed Da¬ 
rius, and went himfelf through Phoenicia, 
and Syria into Palejline. (What he did at 
lyre and Gaza, you may read in thofe Hi- 
Jhrians that have written concerning A- 
lexander .) From thence he marched into 
Egypt, and when he had paid his Devoti¬ 
on to Jupiter Ammon, and order'd the build¬ 
ing of Alexandria, return’d to finish cite 
Perfian War. But on his way thither, 
finding all people had a kindnels for him, 
he went into Mefopotamia ; and though he 
heard that Darius had a greater Army than 
before, now in readinefs, yet he proceed¬ 
ed with what forces he then had and en¬ 
gaged with him at Arlela ; where he was 
fo victorious that he kill’d almoft all Da¬ 


rius’s men, and ruin’d the Perfian Monarchy, 
though the King himfelf efcaped. 
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After that, when Befus had kill’cfSa- 1 
rtus, and Alexander, having atchiev’d great 
things in India, was come again to Baby - J; 

Ion, he died. Upon whofe deceafc the 
Macedonian Government being divided into 
Satrapies or petit Principalities , and en- 
feebled by continual Wars among them- 
lelves. Fortune fubdu’d the remaining part 
of Europe to the Romans, And then going 
over into Aft a, fighting the Kings of Pon- 
tus and Antioch us, and making War after- 
\vard againfl the Dynajles or Princes of E- 
they enlarged the Empire fomething 
every year, as long as their Senate flood, 
by reafon that their Conjuls were ambiti¬ 
ous of out-doing one another. But when 
tne Civil Wars betwixt Sylla and Marius , 
as, afterward, betwixt Julius Cefar and 
Icmpeytbe Great, had ruined th q Common- 
wealth , they laid afide the Arijlocracy [ or 
Government of the Nobility ] and chole 
Oftavianus, Did at or : committing the whole 
Aclminiflration of Affairs to him alone, 
without confidering, that they bad thrown 
(as it were) the Dice upon all peoples 
hopes and ventur d the hazard of that vafl 
Empire upon one Mans inclination and 
power. For whether he dcfign’d to go¬ 
vern by JuJlice aud Equity, he cou’d not 
plcale ail men; as not being able to affift 
them that were at a great diflance, in any 
' con- 
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convenient time, nor cou’d he find out 
fo many Officers, thatwou’d be afhamed 
not to anfwer the character or judgment 
given of ’em ; or fait himfelf to fo many 
different humours: or whether he wou’d 
break through the bounds of Imperial 
Kingly Government, and move toward Ty¬ 
ranny, by diflurbing the prefenc eflablifh- 
ments, winking at great Crimes, felling of 
JuJlice, and looking upon Suhjells as Slaves 
( as moft Emperours, and indeed almoft all, 
except feme few, have done) it muft of 
necelfity follow, that his unbounded, brute 
power would prove a common Calamity. 
For fawning Rafeals and Parajites are pre- 
fer’d by fuch a Governour into places of 
greatell Trufi, by the help of thole Eftates 
and Honours that he bellows upon them. 
Whilfl modefl, quiet men, that are averfe 
to fuch a way of living, do very juflly re- 
fent their own not enjoying the fame be¬ 
nefits. And hence it is that Towns are 
fill’d with infurredtions and tumults; for 
when all Offices both Civil and Military 
are confer’d upon covetous Magiftratcs, it 
makes both the Citizens uncafy in Peace, 
and difeourages the Souldiers in War. 

Now that this is fo, experience has 
plainly fliewn, together with thofe things 
that happen’d foon after in the Reign of 
Oftavianus . For the Dance called Pantomi- 

B 4 must 
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wus [ which fignifies, a Dance in imitation 
of every body ] was introduced at that time, 
though it had never been ulcd before.fince 
Pylades and Bathyllus in vended it; befides 
a great many other things that occafion 
much mifchief even to this day. But in¬ 
deed Oflavianus ieemed to govern very 
moderately/ especially after he took Athe- 
nodorus the Stoicks counfel, and in refpect 
of Tiberius,' who fucceeded him : for he 
was fo fevere a Tyrant , that his Subjects 
could not endure him, but expelled him 
into an I flan d , where he lay private for 
fome time and then died. After him Cains 
Caliyula, who far exceeded Tiberius in all 
forts of wickednefs, was llain by Chareas, 
who by that bold a&ion refolv’d to free 
the Commonwealth from his cruel Tyran¬ 
ny. Then Claudius came to be Emperour, 
who committed all his Affairs to the con¬ 
duct of Libertines [ the Sons of thole who 
had been Slaves] that were Eunuchs, and 
made a fliameful end ; fo that Nero and 
his Succejfors were then advanced to the 
Imperial Throne. Of whom I refolvc not 
to, fay one word, beeaufe the World fha.ll 
not know, what monftrous and enormous 
adtions they were guilty of. But Tejpa- 
fian , and his Son Titus were much more 
moderate in their time; as, on the other 
hand, Domitian furpafs’d all others in cru> 
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elty, luxury and avarice: for which rea- 
fon when he had been a plague to the 
Commonwealth for fifteen years together, 
he was kill’d by Stephanas, one of his 
Freemen, and feemed to fuffer juftly for 
his wicked actions. 

From this time good men fucceeded in 
the Empire , as Nerva, Trajan, and after 
him Adrian, Antoninus Pius, and chat pair 
of Brothers called Tertis and Lucius, who 
corrected many Errears in the State, and 
not onely recover’d what their Predecef 
fors had loft, but made like wile fome new 
additions. But after them, when Commo- 
dus the Son of Marcus had been Emperour , 
who was addicted not only to Tyranny but 
even prodigious Vices belides, 'till Marcia 
his Concubine took manly .courage and 
kill’d him, the Empire was conferred upon 
Pertinax. But the Court Guards being not 
able to ^ endure his ftriff way of exercile 
and Difcipline , which made ’em mutinee 
and kill him alfo, Rome had like to have 

been all in an-uproar and confufion, whilft 

the Pretori an Soldiers, that were defign’d 
to fecure the Palace, endeavour’d to ex¬ 
tort out of the Senate hands the power 
of making a Scle-governour . And now the 
Empire being fet to Sale (as it were) one 
Didius Julianas, by the inftigation of his 
Wife, and through more folly than Wif- 

dom 
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dorn, produced a fum of money wherewith 
he purchas’d the Empire ; and made i'uch 
a Shew as the people ne’r faw in their lives 
before, or any other legal Attendance ; bo¬ 
lides the Soldiers, who let him up, and by 
violence gave him poiiellion of the Palace, 
Vvitn ail the furniture that was in it. But 
he was call’d in queftion and taken oft' 
too, by thofe very men that raifed him to 
his Honour, nor was his Life any more 
than a momentany, golden Dream. 

When he was removed, the Senate fate 
in confutation, who they Ihould ciioofe \ 
Emperour in his room, and pitched upon 
Severus. But Albinas and Niger pretend¬ 
ing a right of Government at the fame time, 
there arofe fierce civil Wars between ’em ; 
lb that the Cities were divided, fome be¬ 
ing for one fide and fome for the other. 
Wnereupon there were great commotions 
in the Eajlern parts and in Egypt; nor did 
the Bizantians , who were Ntgers friends 
and entertain’d him, refufe any dangerous 
Attempt, till Severus got the Victory and 
Niger was kill’d. After whom Albinus al¬ 
io quitted the Empire and this World to¬ 
gether, lo that the foie Power Was now 
devolv’d upon Severus. He therefore ap- 
ply’d himlelf to reftifie thofe things that 
nad been carried with fuch exorbitancy, 
infli&ing in the firll place feyere punilh- 

ments 
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ments upon the Souldiers that kill’d Perti - 
wax and deliver’d up the Empire to Julia¬ 
nas. Which having done and fetled the 
Militia , he went againft the Ter fans, 
and in the fame expedition took Ctejiphon 
and Babylon , over ran the Arabians , ( cal¬ 
led Scenites, from their living in Tents J 
conquer’d Arabia in general, and did ma¬ 
ny other great Exploits; befides that he 
was inexorable to Delinquents and made a 
publick diftribution of their goods, who 
were guilty of any heinous Offence. 

Having adorn’d a great many Cities 
with fumptuous Buildings, he declared his 
Son Antoninus Emperour , but, being near 
his death, left, not only him, but his other 
Son Get a alio, coheirs in the Government, 
and made Papinianus ( a very juft perlbn 
and one that was more skill’d in the know¬ 
ing and interpretation of the Law than 
any Roman either before or fince) their 
Guardian or Proteftor. But Antoninus not 
long after fufpe&ed this worthy Perfon, 
who was Prefell of the Ccurt, for no other 
reafon, but becaule he did what he could 
to fruftrate a Defign that Antoninus had 
laid againft his Brother Get a , and Papi- 
****** had difeover’d. He therefore re' 
lolvcd to remove this Obftacle, and with 
the Soldiers contrived Papinianus*s deftru- 
ttion. After which when he had his hands 

at 
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• at liberty he flew his Brother whom even 
his own Mother could notfave, though he 
fled to her for prote&ion. 

But not long after, Antoninus paid for 
murthering ImBrother, nor was the per- 
ion that flew him ever known. And then 
the Souldiery at Rome chofc Macrinus, 
who was Prefect of the Court (as Papinia- 
nus had been) Emperour, whilft thole in 
the Eaftern Countreys fet up Emifenus, who 
was a kin to Antoninus's Mother. Now 
therefore both Armies were fo tenacious 
of what they had done, that there arofe 
a civil broil between ’em, and whilft E- 
mifenus Antoninus's men were bringing him 
to Rome, Maorinus’s Army march’d out of 
Italy. And when. At Antioch in Syria, 
the two Armies had engaged, Mac rimes 
was fo totally defeated, that he was forced 
to fly the Camp, but between Byzantium 
and Chalcedok was taken and killed. I- 

When Antoninus had gotten this Vi<flo- | 
ry and punifhed all thofe that Tided with " 
Macrinus, as Enemies, he lived fuch a dif- 
folure, fcandalous life, converflng fo much 
with Magicians and Jug/ers ' that the Ro¬ 
mans, not able to endure his exceffive Lu¬ 
xury, murther’d him, tore his body in 
pieces, and declared Alexander, Emperour, 
-who came likewife of Severs s Family. 
.Who though he were but young, yet he r 
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was a perfon of a good Nature, and put 
all people in hopes that he would prove 
an eafie Governour. For he made Flavia¬ 
ns AndChreftus Prefers of his Court, who 
were men not oncly well vers’d in Milita¬ 
ry affairs, but excellent alfo in the manage* 
ment of civil Bufmefs. But Mamaa the 
Emperours Mother fet Vlpianus as an Jn- 
fpedor or Overfeer over them, and indeed 
as a Partner in their Office , ( becaufe he 
was an incomparable - Lawyer and one that « 
knew not onely how to regulate the pre- 
fent Affairs, but to provide with all pru¬ 
dence for the future) at which the Soui- 
diers were fo offended, that they private¬ 
ly contrived his ruin. Which when Ma- 
tmea underflood , (lie prevented their De- 
fign by taking off the Confpiratours, and 
making Vlpian the foie Prefed belonging 
to the Court. But after that being fufpedt- 
ed by the Army ( for what caufe l cannot 
well tell, flnee there are fo many various 
reports concerning his inclinations ) he 
was murthered in a tumult, nor could the 
Emperour himfelf fave his life. 

From this time forward the Souldiers, 
who by degrees forgot their former kind- 
nefs to Alexander, l'eemed very unwilling 
to execute his Commands, and left they 
ihould be punifh’d for their floth , made 
publick mutinies, in which they promo¬ 
ted 
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ted one Antoninus to the Empire. Bc^ he 
not able to fuftein the weight of that great 
Truft, withdrew himfelf; which made ’em 
chufe Vranius, a man of mean and flavifh 
condition, who being prefently brought 
before Alexander in his purple Robes, their 
hatred to the Emperour was thereby the 
more augmented. And hence it was that 
Alexander feeing himfelf inviron’d with fo 
many difficulties, was alter’d not onely in 
the temper of his body but in the com¬ 
plexion of his mind too; infomuch that he 
was feized with the Difeafeof Avarice and 
laid up money with great care and follici- 
tude, of which he made his Mother his 
Treafurer, 

But whilft his Affairs flood in this un¬ 
happy pofture, the Armies that were in 
Pamonia and Myfia , who had no great 
kmdnefs for him before, were now more 
inclined to a Revolt, and therefore being 
fet upon Innovation , they raifed Maximi¬ 
nus, who was Captain of a Pannonian 
Troop, to the Empire. He therefore, having 
got all his forces together,march’d into Italy 
as fall as he could, becaufe he thought it 
cafier to attaque the Emperour at una¬ 
wares. But Alexander, who was then in 
the parts about the Rhine, having intelli¬ 
gence there of their defign’d Innovations, 
moved towards Rome With all fpeed. 

Where 
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| Where though he offer’d pardon both to 
jj| the Souldiers and Maximinus too, if they 
| would defift from their Attempts, yet he 
| could not reconcile ’em, and therefore, in a 
| defperate humour expos’d himfelf, as it 
| were, to Death. His Mother Mamuea too, 
who came out of the Palace with the Pre¬ 
fers to appeafe the Tumult, was mur- 
thered together with the Prefells . By 
which means Maximinus was well fetled 
% in the Empire, but all people were forty 
s that they had changed a moderate Empe¬ 
rour for a cruel Tyrant. For he was of 
an obfcure Family, and therefore when he 
;f came to be Emperour , eclipfed thofe Vir¬ 
tues that he was naturally endued with, 
by the exceffive confidence of his own 
power: infomuch that he was intolerable 
to all men in general, and did not onely 
| injure thole that were in places of Ho- 
P nour, but ufed all cruelty in the conduct 
| of his Affairs, obliging none but Syco- 
j phants, who inform’d againft innocent, 
quiet men, as if they were Debtors to the 
I Imperial Treafury. At length he proceed- 
| ed to murther men through covetoufnefe 
| before he heard what they could lay for 
jj themfelves, made all the Towns his own, 

’j and plunder’d the Inhabitants. 

j Now 

JL 
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Now the Nations fubjedt to the Romans 
being not able to endure his extravagant 
cruelty, but mightily troubled at the open 
ravage which he committed, the Africans 
declared Gordianus and his Son, of the fame 
name, Emperours ; and fent Embaffadours 
to Rome, among whom was Valeri amis a 
Confuls fellow, who himfelf was afterward 
'Em per our. At which the Senate was well 
pleas’d, and confulted how to remove the 
Tyrant; inciting the Soldiers to Rebellion, 
and putting the people in mind of the in¬ 
juries done to them both in their private 
capacities and alfo as they were members 
of iuch a Commonwealth. Then being all 
agreed theychofe twenty Men out of their 
whole Senate , who underftood Military 
Difcipline, and from among them elected 
two, called Balbinus and Maximus, to whom 
they committed the chief Command, and 
going toward Rome were ready to make an 
Infur reltion . 

But Maximinus when he heard of thefe 
things, went in all hafte toward Rome 
with the Moors and Frenchmen that he 
had under him, and by the way belieged 
the Garifon of Aquileia, becaufe they Ihut 
their Gates again!! him; though his own 
party who at laft confulted the publick 
good, with much ado confented to thole 
who had a mind to take him off, and * 

thereby 
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thereby reduced him to fuch exGfdinieyfof 
danger, that he was fain to make his own 
Son a Petitioner in his behalf , fuppofing 
that his tender years would rebate their* 
anger and move them to pity.’ Bui they 
were thereby the more enraged, and af¬ 
ter they had kill’d the Boy in a moft 
barbarous manner , difpatch’d him alfo ; 
u P? n which one of ’em came and cutting 
oft his head broiight it along with him 
to Rome for a demonftration and Trophy 
of their Victory. -And thus being freed 
from all their fears , v they waited lor the 
Arrival of the two Emperours OUt of A~ 
frith ; 

But they being caft away in a ftorm, 
the Senate confert’d the univerfal manage¬ 
ment of affairs up'on Gcrdianus, Who Was 
Son to one of’em. In whofe- Reign the 
Romans remitted Something of tHeir for¬ 
mer melancholy, Becaufe the Em per our di¬ 
verted cm widi Plays and other exercifes. 
But when they were all awaked, as it 
were, out of a dead fleep, they laid a 
private Plot againft the Emperour, by the 
advice of Balbinus and Maximus;who infti- 
gared certain Soldiers againft him. Which 
being found out, the Heads of the party, 
belides a great many of the Complices. 

were put to death. ; f ■ 

G Ndc 
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Not long after this, the Carthaginians 
fell but with the Emperour , and would 
needs have put Sabianus in his room ; 
but Gordianus raifed the African forces, 
which ibon reconciled ’em; infomuch that 
they deliver’d up the Vfurper (that would 
have been) begged pardon for their Of¬ 
fences and freed themfelves from all im¬ 
pendent dangers. 

In the mean time Gordianus married 
the Daughter of Timeficles (who was a 
man very much applauded for his learn¬ 
ing ) and made him Prefell of the Court ; 
by which action he feemed to fupply the 
defefls of his own nonage in the admini- 
ftration of publick Affairs. But when he 
had fecur’d the Empire , he look’d every 
hour when the Perjtans would attaque the 
Eaflern Nations , fince Sapores was King 
upon the Death of Artaxerxes, who re- 
ftored the Government back from the Par- 
thians to the Perjians. For after Alexan¬ 
der the Son of Philip was dead, and o- 
ther Succeflors of his in the Macedonian 
Empire (at that time when Antiockus go¬ 
vern’d thofe iuperiour Satrapies or Pro¬ 
vinces ) Arfaces, a Parthian, being incenf- 
ed at an injury offer’d to his Brother Te- 
ridates, levyed War againft the Satrape of 
Antiochus, gave occafion to the Parthians 
to turn out all the Macedonians, and make 

the 
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the Government their own. The Empe¬ 
rour therefore made all the preparations 
that he could to go againft the Perjtans. 
Now though the Roman Army feemed to 
have gotten the Vidtory in the firfl fight, 
yet feeing Timejicles , the Prefell of the 
Court, died, the Emperours great Confi¬ 
dence in the fecurity of his enterprize 
was very much abated. For Philip being' 
chofen in his place, the good will of the 
Soldiers toward the Emperour decay’d by 
degrees and grew infenlible. For he be¬ 
ing born in Arabia ( which is a wicked. 
Nation) and no better than he ihould 
have been in the advancement of his 
Fortune, as foon as he got into his Of¬ 
fice, affc&ed to be Emperour , obliged 
all the Soldiers who were inclined to in¬ 
novations, and feeing there was plenty of 
military provifions brought in, whilft the 
Emperour flay’d about Carree and Nifibis, 
commanded the Ships that brought fuch 
provifions to go up farther into the Coun¬ 
trey, that thereby the Army, being op- 
prefs’d with Famine and want of necefla- 
ries, might be provoked to mutiny. 

And indeed his Defign took effect; for 
the Soldiers, under pretence of wanting ne- 
ceflaries, came about Gordianus ini a very 
rude manner, and having kill’d him as 
the chief caufc, that fo many periflfd in 
Ci the 
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the Army, they conferr’dthe Purple Robe 
upon Philip according to their Contract. 
■He therefore made a Peace with Sapores 
upbn Oath; which when he had done 
and put an end to.the War, he march’d 
toward Rome : and as he obliged the Sol¬ 
diers with large gifts, fo he lent Me 0 en- 
gers to Rome, to give out that Gor dianus 
died of a Difeafe.. But when he came to 
Rme himfelf, and had made the Senato- 
yihn Order his Friends, he thought it the 
beft. way - to. bellow the greateft prefer¬ 
ments upon his neareft Relations. Where¬ 
fore he made his Brother Prifcus General 
of the Syrian Army , committing the My- 
fian and Macedonian forces to .the conduct 
of Severianus his Son-in-law. 

By this means thinking that he had e- 
ftablilh’d the Empire in his own, polfeflion, 
he went upon an Expedition againll the 
Carpi, who had plunder’d all the Coun¬ 
trey about the Jjler. But when they en¬ 
gaged, the Barbarians were not able to 
fuftein the vigorous Ihock of our party; 
and therefore fled into a certain Caftle, 
in which they were befieged. Yet when 
they faw their men, who were difper- 
fed fbme one way and fome another, 
had rally’d again into a body, they refu¬ 
med their courage, and Tallying forth from 
the Caftie attaqued the Roman Army. 

But 
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But being unable to bear the impetuous 
onfet of the Moors, they treated for Peace; 
to which Philip eafily afiented and march¬ 
ed off But ftnee at that time there were 
many difturbances in the Commonwealth, 
the E.afiern Provinces ( who were vexed, 
partly by the exactions of Tributes, and 
partly upon the account of Prifcus, who 
was their Governour, but an intolerable 
ill man ) inclined to innovation and fet up 
Papianus for Empercur , w hi 111 thofe of 
Myjia and Panmnia rhpught better of Mai, 
rinus. 

Now Philip being troubled at thefc 
things defired the Senate that either they 
would aftift him againll fuch imminent 
dangers, or if they were difpleafed with 
his Government, that they would fuffer 
him to lay it down and difmifs him qui¬ 
etly : to which feeing no body at all re¬ 
lay'd, Dec ins, (who was a perlon of great 
birth and quality and adorned with ail 
Virtues befides) faid. He was unwife to 
be fo much concern’d for thofe things; 
for they would vanidi of themfelves and 
could not poflibly liibfilh And though 
the event anfwer’d Decius's Conjedlure, 
which he had made through long expe¬ 
rience in the World, fo that Papianus and 
Marinas were taken olF; yet Philip was 
ftill afFraid, becaufe he knew how much 
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the Souldiers hated the Officers in that 
Countrey. He therefore defired Decius, 
that he would command the Legions that 
Were in Myfia and Pannonia. Which he 
refuting, becaufe, he laid, he thought it 
inconvenient for him and Philip too7 Phi¬ 
lip ufed the TbeJJ'alian Rhetorick of Necef- 
Jity (as they call it) and forced him into 1 
Pannonia to chaftife the accomplices of 
Maritime fa&ion there. But the Soldiers 
in thofe parts leeing Decius punifli all thofe 
that had offended, thought it their beft 
way both to avoid the prefent danger and 
fet up a Monarch at the fame time, who 
would take more- care of the Common¬ 
wealth , : and, being more skilful in Ci¬ 
vil as well as Military Affairs, might eati- 
ly conquer Philip .. 

In order whereunto they eloathed De¬ 
cius in Purple, and, amidft all his fears 
of future mifadventures, compelled him 
to aflume the management of publick 
Affairs. When therefore Philip heard, 
that Decius was thus fet up for Emperor, 
he mufter’d up all his forces, to fubdue 
him. Now thofe that were with Decius, 
though they knew the Enemy outdid ’em 
much in number, yet they had courage 
{fill, becaufe they trufled to Decius' s skill 
and general prudence in all matters. And 
when the two Armies fell to it, though 
. ... the 
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the one was fuperiour in number, yet the 
other was above it in point of Dilcipline 
and Conduit, fo that a great many of 
Philips tide were flain and he himielf a- 
mong the reft, together with his Son, 
whom he had honour’d with the Title 
of Cizfar. And thus did Decius gain the 
Empire. 

Now therefore feeing things were every 
where full of diforder through Philips neg¬ 
ligence , the Scythians march’d over Ta- 
v'dis, and plunder’d the Countreys about 
Thrace. But Decius oppofed’em and prov’d 
t not onely victorious in all the. Battels that 
he fought, but recover’d the fpoils that 
they had taken, endeavour’d to prevent 
and block up their # paflage home again, 
and intended to kill ’em every man, left 
they fhould rally any more. For which 
purpofe he ported Galius upon die bank 
of Tandis with a competent number of 
men, and went himfelf with the remain¬ 
der of his forces againft the Enemy. In 
which expedition he had all the fuccefs 
that he could wilti for; and therefore Gal¬ 
ius, who was enclined to Innovation , fent 
Agents to the Barbarians, entreating them 
to joyn with him in a Confpiracy againft 
Decius. To which they very willingly a- 
greed and Gallus kept his Poft upon the 
bank of Tandis ; but the Barbarians divi- 

C 4 ded 






? The ffijlory Book I. 

ded tbemfelves into three Battalions, of 
which the firft was planted behind a cer¬ 
tain Marih. Now when Decius had de- 
ftroy’d a great many of the firft Battali¬ 
on, the fecond came up, which he like- 
wife defeated and difcover’d fome of the 
third, which lay near the Marih. But 
Gallits fent him word , that he might 
march againft ’em through the Fenn, and 
therefore as he went on unwarily in a 
Grange place, both he and his Army were 
bemired, and in that circumftance 16 pelt¬ 
ed by the Barbarians , that ne’r an one of 
’em elcaped alive. And thus did Decius, 
that excellent Etnpercur, end his days. 

Him Callus fucceeded; who when he 
had declared his Son Volufianus Partner in 
the Empire, and made a Proclamation, as 
it were, that Deems and his Army pe- 
rifil’d by lps contrivance, the Barbarians 
began to be more prolperous than before. 
For Callus permitted them not onely to 
return home with the fpoil, but promifed 
to pay ’em yearly a certain fum of Mo¬ 
ney, and let ’em carry away all the no- 
blell Captives; who had been, moll of 
’em, taken at Philippopohs in Thrace. 

■ Now Callus, when he had order’d Ips 
Affairs in this manner, came to Rome, 
and was very proud of this Peace that he 
had made ' with the Barbarians. And 

though 
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though at firft indeed he fpake very kindly 
concerning Decius’s way of Governing, and 
adopted one of his Sons, who was then 
alive, yet in procels of time being afffaid, 
left fome of them who uled to ftudy new 
Projects, might run back into a recapi¬ 
tulation of Decius’s Princely Virtues, and 
fo one time or other give up the Empire 
to his Son, he devifed the young mans 
deftru&ion, without any regard either to 
his Adoption, or even to common honefty 
and juftice. 

But Callus behaved himfelf fo fupinely 
in the Admintjiration of the Empire , that 
the Scythians firft terrified their Neigh¬ 
bour Nations, and after, by degrees, fpoil’d 
all the Countreys even to the Sca-coaft. 
So that there was not lb much as one 
Nation, fubject to the Romans , but what 
they wafted; taking almoft all the unwal¬ 
led Towns, befides a great many of chofe 
that were fortified. "But befides a War 
on every fide; which lay very heavy up¬ 
on ’em, there was a Plague in all the 
Cities, and Villages, which ftvepc away the 
remainder of Mankind in thofe parts, nor 
was there ever known I'uch a mortality 
in any former Age. 

At this jun&ure of A (fairs, feeing the 
Emperours were not able to defend tfie 
Commonwealth, but negle&ed all things 

without 
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without the Walls of Rowe , the Gotths, 
the Borani, the Vrugundi, and the Carpi 
did once more plunder the Cities in Eu¬ 
rope of all that was left in ’em; whilft 
on the other hand the Perfians invaded 
Ajia, wherein they poflefs’d themfelves of 
Mejopotawia , proceeded as far even as An¬ 
tioch in Syria, took that City } which is 
the AL tr>polis of all the Eajl ( killing 
lome or the Inhabitants and taking the 
reft away Captives) and went back home 
with an infinite quantity of fpoils, when 
th r.y had pull’d down all rhe private and 
pubiick Buildings in it, without any refi- 
ftance made againft ’em. And indeed the 
Perfians were in a fair way to have got¬ 
ten all Ajia into their hands, if they had 
not been fo overjoy’d at their exceflive 
Plunder as to be content to keep and carry, 
home thole things which they had taken. 

In the mean time all the Scythians of 
Europe lived in great fecurity, were gone 
over into Ajia , and had fpoil’d all the 
Coutrey as far as Cappadocia , Pefinus and 
EphefuSy till JEmilianus , General of the 
Pannoman Legions , endeavouring all lie 
could to encourage his Soldiers ( who 
were dilheartned, nor durft withftand the 
profperous fuccefs of the Barbarians ) and 
putting ’em in mind of the Roman Honour 
and Bravery A the Barbarians,\vhich 
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he found thereabout: And when he had 
kill’d a great many of them, put his men 
over into, their Countrey, remov’d what¬ 
ever obftacle he met with, and, in fine, 
had freed the Roman Subjects from their 
fury, He was chofen Emperour by his own 
Soldiers. Thereupon he mufterd up all 
the forces of that Countrey, who were 
grown more couragious fince his Victory 
againft the Barbarians , and fo march’d for 
Italy , with a defign to fight Callus , 
who was yet unprepared to engage him. 
For Galius had never heard what had 
been done in the Eafi, and therefore made 
onely what accidental preparations he 
could, whilft Valeriams Went to fetch the 
Celtick and the German Legions. But JE- 
mill anas came with all fpeed into Italy, 
and the Armies were very near one ano¬ 
ther , when Gallus s Soldiers confidering, 
that he Was much inferiour to the Enemy 
in numbers and ftrength, as alfo, that he 
was a carelefs, flothful man, kill’d him and 
his Son; and then going over to MmilianuP s 
Party feemed to eftablilh his Government. 

But Valeriavus brought a vaft Army 
from beyond the Alpes into Italy, with 
which he thought himfelf fore to Con¬ 
quer JEmilianus ; and therefore JEmilia- 
mis’s own Soldiers, who faw him behave 
himfelf more like a private Sentinel than 

s*n 
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an Em per our, took him off as a Perfon un¬ 
fit tor iuch a .weighty Command. 

By which means Faleriamu was chofen 
Emperour with general approbation, and 
maue it his bufinels to regulate all Af¬ 
fairs ; But by the excurfions oi’ the Scy¬ 
thians , and befides them, the Marcoman- 
»i, who made an inrode upon all the bor¬ 
dering Countreys, adjacent to the Roman 
Empire., Theffalonka was in extream dan¬ 
ger : and though with much pains and 
difficulty die Siege was raifed by the 
brave defence which thole within made, 
yet all Greece was in an uproar. Then 
did the Athenians repair their Walls (which 
had never been thought worth their care 
flnce Sylla pull’d ’em down ) and fo like- 
wife did the Peloponnefians fortifie the 
IJ'tbmus, infomuch that there was a com¬ 
mon Guard upon all Greece fet for their 
own fecurity. 

Valerianus , undemanding what danger 
the Roman Empire was in on all Tides, 
chofe Galliemis, his Son, as Partner with 
rum in the Government; and leeing things 
every where in iuch diforder, went into 
the Eajl to oppofe the Perfians, commit¬ 
ting the care of the forces in Europe to 
his Son, whom he engaged with that 
Army to withftand the Barbarians, who 
came in upon him from all quarters. Now 

there- 


.Book l. of Count ZO U S. 

therefore Gallienus , fince the Germans were 
more troublefom, than any other Nation, 
and more vexatious to the Gauls that If 
veci upon the Rhine, march’d againfi ’em 
in Perfon, and commanded his Officers^ 
with what forces they had there, to make 
a War againft ail others, who were 
relblv’d to plunder all Italy , IMyricuAt, 
and Greece. Iii purfuit of whkh defign^ 
He kept and guarded the -paflages ;of the 
Rhine, as welt as he could;; and.as at one 
time be flopp’d their going over, foat at 
nother he fought ’emjuft as they crofs d id. 
But being to refill a vaft .multitude with 
a fmall number, he was at- alafs, and 
thought he might be more fecure by ma¬ 
king a League with one of>; the- German 
Princes, who not o^ely hinder’td -the fre¬ 
quent paflage of the other Barbarians o* 
ver the Rhine, but flopp’d the Career of 
new Auxiliaries. And this was the con¬ 
dition of thole, who lived uponthe Rhine. 

In the mean time the Bcrani, the Gtnbi, 
the Carpi, and the Ztruyundi ( which are 
Nations living upon the IJter) left no 
part of Italy or Illyrkum unpillaged, but 
without any oppoittion, made havock of 
all. And indeed the Borani attempted to 
go over into Afia, which they very eafily 
effedbed by the help of them that lived 
ujxm the Bofphorus, whomore out of feat 

than 
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than apy good will fupply’d them with 
Ships apd guided ’em in their pafiage. 
For though as long ds they had Kings 
of their Ipwn, who iycceeded one another 
by defcent, they always kept the Scythi¬ 
ans out of Afia, eitjber for the love they 
bore thef%»w«, of for the fake of their 
Trade and bommeree, or in gratitude for 
the Prefents fent ’em every, year from their 
Kings ; yet afterward , when the Royal 
Line was ex.tinft, and certain mean, ah- 
je£t Perfons had gotten the Power in their 
hands,- they were affrald of themfelves, 
and gave' the Scythian's free ingrefs*into 
Afia , nay carry’d them oVer and came 
back again in their own Ships. 

But whilft the Scythians plunder d all 
before’emr the People, who inhabited up¬ 
on the Sea-coaft of Pont us, removed into 
the midland fortified Towns; and the 
Barbarians at the fame time made the firft 
attaque upon Pity us , which is inclofed 
with a very flrong Wall and has a very 
convenient Harbor. But Sucejfianus, Gene¬ 
ral of the Army there, made luch refinance 
with what forces he had, that he routed 
the Barbarians, and put them into a fear, 
left if the other Garifons fhould hear 
what was done, they might join with, 
thofe of Pity us and. quite deflroy ’em; in- 
fomuch that they got as many Ships as 
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they could, and with great hazard return’d 
home, though with the lofs of many of 
their men who fell in the Battel at Pity us. 
They therefore, who lived near the Eu- 
xine Sea and were preferved by the con¬ 
duct of Sucejfianus ( as I have told you) 
could never hope ( or rather fear) that the 
Scythians, who had been fo repuls’d, would 
come over to ’em any more.' But, whilft 
Valeriams fent for Sucejfianus , made him 
Prefect of the Court, and difcours’d with 
him about the Affairs and the repairing 
of Antioch, the Scythians got Ships of the 
Bofphorans , and crofs’d the Sea. But the 
Inhabitants of the other fide detein’d the 
Ships and would not fuller the Bofpho¬ 
rans to take ’em home again (as they had 
done) whereupon they travail’d into the 
Countrey near Phafis, where, they fay, is 
the Temple of Diana (called from the 
place ) Phafiana, and the Palace of King 
AEeta ; and having in vain attempted to 
take that Temple, went ftreight to Pi¬ 
ty us. 

Where when they had taken the Caftle, 
and turnd out all the Guards that'were 
in it, they went on forward; and having 
a very numerous Navy, whereinto they 
put all the Captives who knew how to 
handle an Oar,they failed, in calm weather, 
which continued almoft all the: Summer, 
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toward Trapezus, which is a great and po¬ 
pulous City, and had in it fome ten thou- 
iand men befides their ufual Complement. 
They therefore, when they firft laid Siege 
to it, did not fo much as dream .they 
fhould take it, becaufe it was furrounded 
with two Walls; but when they obferved 
that the Soldiers were given up to floth 
and drunkennefs, and did not continue 
upon the Wall, but were always in pur- 
fuit of pleafures and debauchery, they 
piled up Trees which they had prepared 
for the purpofe againft the Wall whereby 
to fcale it, and lo getting their men up 
by degrees in the night-time they took 
the City; whilft tire Soldiers within were 
amazed at the fudden and unexpected in- 
vafioir, but made a ihift to efcape through 
feveral Gates of the City, and the reft 
weredeftroy’d by the Enemy. And when 
the City was thus taken, the Barbarians 
got an unipeakable quantity of Money be¬ 
fides an infinite number of Slaves : for 
almoft all the Cou.ntrey people therea¬ 
bout .Were fled into that City for refuge, 
as being a well-fortified place. They 
therefore having demoliili’d all the Tem¬ 
ples and Houfes befides other things 
whatever they were that conduced either 
to the grandeur or beauty of/the Place, 
and over ran the adjacent . Countrey too. 
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return’d home with a great number of 

Ships. 

When the Scythians , that were their 
Neighbours, fnv what a booty they had 
gotten, they had a mind to do fbmething 
in imitation of ’em, and to that end pre¬ 
pared a Fleet, which either their Captives 
or others that for want had mix’d them- 
felves among them, help’d ’em to build. 
But they refolv’d not to fet out as the 
Borani had done, becaufe it was tedious' 
and difficult to fail that way, and they 
mull; pafs through places that were al¬ 
ready plunder d. Wherefore they flay’d 
till Winter, and then leaving the Euxine 
Sea on the left hand, but IJler , Tomes and 
Anchialus on the right ( whilft their Land- 
forces march’d by the fhoreas faft as they 
could ) they arrived at the Lake of Phi- 
leatina , which lies to the Weltward of 
Byzantium near Pcntus. But finding that 
the Fifhermen of that Lake had hidden 
themfelves and their Veflels in the Fenns 
adjacent to it, they went and made an 
agreement with ’em, put their Land-forces 
into the Filhermens Boats and fo failed 
forward in order to pafs the ftreiglit, that 
i eS j ^ >et:wee!1 Byzantium and Chalcedotr. 
And though there was a Guard from 
Chalcedon all along as far as the Temple 
which Hands at the entrance into Ponttu, 

that* 
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that was much too ftrong for the Barba¬ 
rians who came againll it, yet lome of the 
Soldiers march'd off under pretence of 
meeting a General that the Emperor had 
lent thither, and others were in fuch a 
fright that they ran away as tall as they 
could when they firil heard of it. Where¬ 
upon the Barbarians crols’d over , took 
Ch alee don without any oppofition, and 
made themfelves mailers of Mony, Arms, 
and other provifions in abundance. 

From hence they march’d on to Nico- 
media, a great and wealthy City, firm’d 
both for tire riches and general affluence 
of it: where though the Citizens had 
heard of their coming and were run a- 
way with all the Money they could carry, 
the Barbarians notwithlfanding admired 
at the vail quantity of things that they 
found there and pay’d Chr\fogonus all Ho¬ 
nour and lervice, who had formerly advi- 
fed ’em to Nkomedia. And when they 
had over-ran Niccva, Cius , Aparnea, and Prn- 
fa and done the lame in thofe places, they 
went toward Cyficus ; but the River Ryn- 
dacus wasfo mightily cut by reafon of the 
great Rains that had fallen, they could not 
pafsand fo were forced to go back again. 
Then they burnt hi kerne Aia and Nicaa, 
and putting up or flowing their Spoils in 
Carts or Ships, begain to think of go¬ 
ing 
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ing home again; which put an end to their 
lecona incurlion, or inrode. 

% this time Balerianus had heard of 
the diflurbanccs iu Bithynia , but durft 
not trull any of his Captains with the de¬ 
fence of it, he was fo diffident: Wherefore 
he fent /r//x to look alter Byzantium, and 
went himfeif rrom Antioch as far as Cap- 
padocia, where having done fome injury 
to every City as he pafTed along, he re- 
turned homeward. But then the Plague 
happen d among his Army and deflroy’d 
mofl of em at what time Sapores. made 
an Attempt upon the Eaft and reduced it 

dmcT/ 1,5 ° Wn Power ’ In the ™eau 
time Balenanm was fo effeminate and fu- 

pinc that he defpair’d of ever Recovering 

wn„Hi t ,C PrdenC iU circu mftances and 
would have put an end to the War by gi- 

mg ol Money ; but Sapores fent his Em. 
bafladors whom he fent aboufothat Af- 

t Z^7 F WlthOUt thei fErrand, defiring 
that the Emperor would come, and par- 

t^r h l him I W ?? rlon » concerning thofe 
■ t iac Ee thought requifit^ To 

man” 1 h ? C ° nkmd > like ™ 

c , as ie vvas ’ a nd going without any 
confideration to Sapores with arfmall Ke- 
t'uiue, to treat forfooth about a Peace was 
Prefently taken by the Enemy, and fo end? 

D » ed 
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ed his days in the quality of a Slave a- tj 

mong the Per flans, to the great difhonour 
of the Roman Name in all future times. 

This being the State of the Eaft, all 
things at that time, were in a confus’d, 
helplcfs condition. But the Scythians were 
unanimous and therefore muttering them- 
felves into one body out of every Nation 
and Countrey within their Dominions, 
they plunder’d Illyrkum with fome part 
of their Army, wafting the Cities in thofe 
parts, and march’d with the reft into Italy •, 
as far as Rome it felf. ^ 

In the mean time Gallienus continu’d |> 
ftill beyond the Alpes, intent upon the | 
German Wars, whilft the Senate, feeing | 
Rome in fiich extream danger, arm’d all | 
the Soldiers that were in the City, be- g 
Tides the ftronger fort of the Common 
People, and gather’d up an Army which | 
for number out did the Barbarians. At t 
which the Barbarians were fo fear’d, that | ; 
they left Rome indeed, but pillaged almoft | 
all Italy befides. But then, when Illy- | 
ricum was in extream danger from the in- | 
curflon of the Scythians, and the whole 
Roman Empire in luch a tottering condi- r 
tion, that they knew not what to do; | 
there happen’d a Plague to break out 
very rife in feveral of their Towns, the 

like l 


Book I. of Count ZOSIMUS. 

like was never known , that did alleviate 
the Calamities which the Barbarians infli¬ 
cted upon them, making the Tick efteem 
themleives happy, and the Cities too, that 
were already taken, but by this means, 
turn’d into Deferts. 

Gallienus was difturb’cl at all thefe 
things and therefore return’d to Rome, to 
relieve Italy from that War which the Scy¬ 
thians had levied there; when at the fame 
time C recrops ( a Ala or ) Aureolus and An¬ 
toninus with many others confpir’d againft 
him, of whom molt part were punilh’d 
for it and fubmicced , onely Aureolus con¬ 
tinu’d in his animofity toward the Em- 
perour. 

After this Foflhumus alfo, who was Ge¬ 
neral of the Celtick Army ' inclined to- 
ward Innovation, and taking along with 
him certain Soldiers, that revoltcd at the 
fame time, went to Aprippina , which is 
the greateft City upon the Rhine ; where 
he befieged Salon ins, Gallienus' % Son, and 
threaten d never to ftir from before the 
Walls, till he was delivered up to him. 
For which reafon the Soldiers thought it 
neceflary to furrender not onely him, but 
Silvanus too ( whom his Father had made 
his Guardian,) both of whom Pofthimns 
put to death and made himfelf abfolute 
Lord of the Celtte. 

D i 
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And now the Scy Asians , who had moil I 
miferably harafs’d ail Greece in general, 
^lad taken Athens, when Gallienus came 
out to fight thole who had already pof- 
fefs’d themfelves of Thrace , and command¬ 
ed 0 don a thus of F a liny r a ( a man whole 
Anceflors the Emperors had always born a 
great refped to ) to allifi the Eafiern Nati¬ 
ons, who were then in a very lad condition. 
Accordingly he, when he had joined as 
many ot his own men as he could to the h 
remainder of an Army that was left in § 
that Countrey, attaqued Sapores very I 
briskly, and having taken lome other | 
Cities belonging to the Perjians , lie re- I 
took Nifilis alfo, which Sap ores had for- I 
merly taken (and was now for the Ferfi- [j 
ans) and razed it at the fame time. Then 1 
going not onely once, but a fecond time, \ 
as far as Ctejiphcn , he Unit the Ferf- 
ans up in their own fortifications, and 
made ’em glad to lave their Wives, I 
Children and themfelves, whillt he dif- 
poled of the pillaged Countrey as well as 
lie could. i 

But afterward when he lived at Emifa, \ 
he was kill’d by Confpiracy as he was ce- ! 
lebracing lome friends birth-day, and then 
Lenolia took upon her the adminiftrati- 
on of Affairs. Who though the were O- 
donat bus's Wife, yet flie had the fpiritof 
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a man in her, and by the help of herHuf- 
barids familiar friends, did every thing as 
well as he had done. 

And this was the State of theEafl, when 
news was brought to Gallic ms, who was 
then ingaged in the Scythian War , that 
Aurelianus [ or rather. Aureolas ] who was 
General of all the Cavalry, that were 
polled about the City of Millain , to ob- 
ferve what progrefs P ofl humus made into 
Italy, had fome new defign on foot, and 
was ambitious to be Emperour. At which 
being troubled lie went immediately for 
Italy, leaving M.vciamis General ot the 
War again't the Scythians, whowasaPer- 
fon very well experienced in Military Af¬ 
fairs: but whillt he carry’d on the War 
with very good Conduft, Gallienus, in his 
journey toward Italy, had a Plot laid a- 
gainft him, which was this. Heraclia- 
vus, Prelect of the Court, had made Clau¬ 
dius privy to his defign (who, next to 
the Emperour, managed every thing in 
all appearance) which was to kill Gallie¬ 
nus : And having found a man very rea¬ 
dy for fuch a bufinefs, that commanded a 
Troop of Dalmatians, he entrufted him 
with the Aftion. For the effecting where¬ 
of the party flood by Gallienus at Sup¬ 
per-time ana told him, how lome of the 
Scouts had brought word, that Aureolas 
D 4 and 
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and his Army were very near; and there¬ 
by put him in a great fright. Whereup¬ 
on immediately calling for his Horfe and 
Arms, he mounted, gave the Word to his 
men to come in their Armour after him, 
and rode away without fo much as his 
Guarddu corps ; fo that the Captain, feeing 
him all alone, kill’d him. 5 

hjovv therefore, when the Soldiers were 
quieted by Order from their Comman- 
ders, Claudius was cholen Emperor, who 
had been formerly defign’d for that Ho¬ 
nour by universal agreement. Whereup¬ 
on Aureolas, who had kept himfelf a good 
while out of Cdhemss hands, font A- 
gents prefently to Claudius , to make his 
1 eace, and then furrendering himfelf up 
was kill’d by theEmperours Guards, who 
had not forgotten the hatred that they 
bore to him for his Treachery. J 

time the Scythians fall that were 
left ci ’em ) were fo encouraged by their 
former fuccefs, that they, together with 
tne Hendi, p euc , e and Got i id , nude a 
Rendezvouz near the River Tyra, which 
dilcharges it felf into Pontus; where ha¬ 
ving built fix thoufand Ships and mit three 
hundred and twenty thoufand* aboard 
, cm, they foiled through Tortus, and at¬ 
tempted Tomes which is a Wall’d Town, 
out were beaten off'from if. From thence 
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they went to Marcianople , a City of Myfia, 
but failing there too in their attempt to 
take it, took the opportunity of a fair 
Wind and failed forward. But when they 
came to the Streights of Propontis , the 
Ships were fo numerous that they could 
not well foil in fuch a violent fwift ftream 
for Tide"] and therefore fell foul upon 
one another whilft the Yatchs were car¬ 
ry'd down without any order, and the 
Pilots let go their Helms: inlbmuch that 
fome were funk, and fome with, others 
without men in them, were driven alhore, 
to their great lofs both of Men and Vef 
fels. Upon which account the Barbari¬ 
ans receded from the Streights of Pro¬ 
pontis , and foiled toward Cyzicus. But 
coming from thence without fuccefs , 
and foiling by the Hellefpont, theycame 
to the Mountain At bos ; where when 
they had careen’d or refitted their Ships, 
they befieged Cajfandra and Tbejjalonica , 
having like to have taken ’em with Ma¬ 
chines that they built againft the Walls. 

But when they heard, the Emperor was 
acoming with an Army, they went up 
into the hlidland-Countrey, plundering 
all about Dolerus and Pelagonia, And 
there they loft three thoufand men, whole 
fortune it was to meet with the Dalma¬ 
tian Cavalry, but with the reft they 

fought 
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fought the Emperors Army. In which Bat¬ 
tel though many fell on both fides, and 
the Romans feemed to run, yet they fur- 
priz’d the Barbarians from by-ways and 
Ambufcades fo as to kill full fiity thou- 
fand of them. Yet the [remaining] part 
of the Scythians failed all about Thef'aly 
and Greece to pilage ail the Countrey, 
and fince they were not ftrong enough to 
attaque the Towns which had taken care 
to fortific thcmfelves with good Walls 
and all other fccurity, they took and car- 
ry’d away with ’em all the men that they 
found in the Fields. 

The Scythians therefore being thus di- 
fperfed, as I have told you, and having 
loft a great part of their men, Zen obi a 
began to think of propagating her Domi¬ 
nions ; and therefore lent Zabdas into E- 
gypt , becaufe Timagenes an Egypt ion en¬ 
deavour’d to make the Palmyrenians Go¬ 
vernors of Egypt. For he had railed an 
Arm)' of Palmyrenians, Syrians and Bar¬ 
barians to the number of feventy thou- 
fand, which was oppofed by fifty thou- 
land Egyptians ; between whom and their 
Adverlancs there was a lharp engage¬ 
ment, but the Palmyrenians got the day 
by many degrees; and having fetled a 
Garifon there of five thoufand men, 
march’d oft. 

Whilft 
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Whilft thefe things were tranladed. 
Probus, whom the Emperor commanded to 
clear the Sea of Pirates, having heard that 
Egypt was lubdu’d by the Palmyrenians, 
went againft them with his own Army 
and as many of the Egyptians as did 
not favour the Palmyrenians and turned 
out the Garifon. So likewife a fecond 
time, when the Palmyrenians rallied with 
frefti forces, Probus who had muftered 
up a company of Egyptians , and Afri¬ 
cans, not onely got the Vi&ory, but 
drove the Palmyrenians out of Egypt. But 
as Probus lay upon a Mountain near Ba¬ 
bylon, and thereby intercepted the Ene¬ 
mies paftage into Syria, Timagenes, who 
knew thole parts very well, went with 
two thoufand men ami got atop of the 
Mountain, where he kill’d the Egyptians 
by lurprize, and Probus, who was taken 
among the reft, kill’d himfeir. 

When therefore as Egypt was now re¬ 
duced into the power of* the Palmyreni¬ 
ans, the Barbarians, that were left alive 
alter the fight at Naif'us between Clau¬ 
dius and the Scythians , defending them- 
leives, as it were, with their Carriages 
which went before ’em, march’d toward 
Macedonia, but were fo hard put to it for 
want of neceftaries, that both thcmfelves 
and their Bsafts perillied for meet hun- 

gcr. 
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ger. And by the way too the Roman 
Horfe met ’em, who hilling many of ’em 
forc’d the reft toward Hcemus; where be¬ 
ing furrounded by the Roman Army they 
loft a vaft number ot their men. But af¬ 
terward \vhen the Horfe and Foot fell 
out among themfelves, the Emperor ha¬ 
ving a mind that the Foot fhould fight 
the Barlarians , the Romans, after a (mart 
engagement, were worfted and many of 
em flain, though the Horfe coming pre¬ 
sently up to ’em made the mifearriage of 
the Foot feem fo much the lefs. ° 

This Battel being over , the Scythians 
march’d forward and the Romans follow’d 
em, whilft the Barbarians , who cruifed 
about Crete and Rhodes went back with¬ 
out doing any thing worth the /peaking [ 

of; and being ieiz’d with a Plague in f 

their way home, fome of’em died in Thrace 
and fome in Macedonia. But all that e- i, 
leaped were either admitted into the Ro~ r 
man Legions, or had Land given ’em to | 
manure and io addicted themfelves to | 
Husbandry. \ 

Nor did the Plague fweep away the l 
Barbarians onely but began to be rife a- 
mong the Romans allb, who, many of ’em, | 
dy’d of it, and, among the reft, Claudius ; | 

a Perfon adorn’d with all Virtues, whofe [ 
death was a great lofs to all his loving 1- 

Sub- I 
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Subjefts, and he confequently very much 
mifs’d among’em. 

Then Quintillus , Claudius’s Brother, 
was declared Emperour, who lived non 
many months ( nor did any thing worth 
ones taking notice of) before Aurelianus 
was advanced to the Imperial Throne: 
and fome Writers fay, that Quint illus was 
advifed by his Friends, afloon as they 
heard that Aurelianus was made Emperor, 
to make himfelf away and voluntarily 
give place to a man much more deferving: 
which, they report, he did, by opening a 
Vein and bleeding to death. 

Aurelianus therefore having fetled the 
Empire, went from Rome to Aquileia and 
thence to Pannonia , which the Scythians , 
as lie heard, were ready to invade. For 
which reafon he fent the Inhabitants of 
that Countrey word by his Scouts, that 
he would have ’em carry all the Corn 
and Cartel which they had, and every 
thing elfe, that might be of ufe to the 
Enemy, into their Towns; the more 
to afflidt them with famine, which was 
already very fharp upon them. ‘ But when 
the Barbarians were got over the River 
into Pannonia they fought and came off* 
pretty equal; for the Night coming on, 
no one could tell which fide had the bet¬ 
ter on’t. Yet the fame Night the Barba¬ 
rians 
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r urns crofs’ci the River, and a (loon as it was. 
Day, lent Embailadors or Heralds to treat 
tor Peace. 

And now the Emperour hearing that 
the Ale manes with their Neighbour Na¬ 
tions intended to over run Italy, he was 
(as he hadreafon to be) more concern’d 
tor Rome and the adjacent places, than any 
other: wherefore having ordered a fuffi- 
cient number of Guards to Ray in Panno- 
nia, he march’d toward Italy ; but by the 
way, upon the borders of thac Countrey, 
near the IJler , kill’d many thouiands of 
the Barbarians in one Battel. At which 
time feveral of the Senate at Rome being 
accufed of a Plot againfl the Emperour 5 , 
were put to death for it; and Rome was 
Walled about which before had no Walls. 
But though that Work was begun in Au- 
relianus's time , it was finilli’d by Pro- 
Lies. 

At the fame time alfo were Epitimius, 
Z'rbanus and Domitianus fufpected for In¬ 
novators, and being immediately appre¬ 
hended were punilli’d for it. 

But whiltl Affairs were thus managed 
in Italy and Pannonia , the Emperour was 
a-rhinking to. go with an Army againfl: 
the Palmy renians , who had fubdu’d all 
Egypt and the Eaft as far as Ancyra in 
Galatia, and would have gotten Bithynia , 

even 
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even to Ch alee don, if the People of that 
Countrcy had not heard that Aurdianus 
was Emperour and fo lhook off the Pal¬ 
try rent an yoke of Government. Where¬ 
fore alloon as the Emperour was on his 
way thither, Ancyra lubmitted to the Ro~ 
mans, and after that, Tyana, with all the 
Cities betwixt that and Antioch. Where 
finding Zenobia with a great Army ready 
prepared for Battel, as he himlelf alto 
was, he, as he was in honour bound, met 
and engaged her. But feeing the Palmy - 
reman Cavalry confided very much in their 
Armour which was heavy, ftrong. and fe- 
cure, being alio much better Horlemen 
than his Soldiers, he planted his Foot 
fomewhere beyond the River Orontes in a 
place by themfelves, and gave the Roman 
Horle a charge not prefently to engage 
with the vigorous Palmyrenian Cavalry, 
but to flay till they made the firft at- 
taque, and then pretend that they lhew’d 
to fly, and continue fo to do, till they 
were lenfible they had tired both the 
men and their Horles through the excels 
of Heat and weight of their Armour, fo, 
that they could purlue ’em no longer. 
Which Project: took effeff, and the Em- 
perours Horle obferv’d his order; fo that 
alloon as they law the Enemy tired, and 
that their Horles were hardly able to ftand 

under 
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under ’em, or they chemfelves to ftir, they 
reined in their Horfes [ flopp’d their Ca¬ 
reer] and [ turn’d [ wheel’d about] fet 
upon them, and trod them under feet as j 
they fell of themfelves from their Horfes \ 
back. By which means the {laughter of 
’em was promilcuous, fome being kill’d 
with their Swords, and others partly by 
their own and partly by the Enemies ‘ 
Horles. 

Upon this Defeat as many as could, j 
got into Antioch ; therelore Laid as , who 
was Zenobias’ s General, fearing left the 
Antiochians fliould hear of it and mutiny, 
pick’d out a Perfon fomewhat hoary, 
much like the Emperour, and cloathing \ 
him in fuch a Garb as it was likely Au- 
reliamis ufed to wear in time of War, led 
him through the whole City, as if he had 
taken the Emperour Captive. With which 
contrivance he impofed upon the Antio - j 
chians, ftole out of the City by Night and 
took Zenolia with the remaining part of 
the Army along with him to Emifa. In j 
the mean time "the Emperour minded his 
bufmefs, and afloon as it was Day, cal¬ 
led the Foot-Souldiers about him again, 
With a deflgn to attaque the routed E- 
nemy on both Tides, though hearing of 
Zenobias s efcape, he enter’d Antioch, where 
the Citizens entertain'd him very kind¬ 
ly* 
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ly. But finding many had left theXaty 
for fear they might fuffer for being of Ze- 
nobiass fide; he fet forth Edifts in all 


places to call ’em back and told ’em fuch 
tilings had happen’d more out of force 
and neccflity, than of his own inclina¬ 
tion. 

Which when the Fugitives law, they 
came in whole droves, and were courte- 
oufly receiv’d by the Emperour; who ha¬ 
ving difpofed of Affairs in that City went 
thence to Emifa. Where when he found 
that a Party of the Palmyreniam had got 
pofleflion of a certain Hill above the Sub¬ 
urbs of Daphne (and thought by the 
fteepnefs of it to flop the Enemies paf- 
iage) he commanded his Soldiers to march 
up with their Bucklers fo near to one 
another and in fo clofe an order, as to 


keep off" Darts and Stones, if any were 
thrown down upon ’em, by the meer con¬ 
tiguity of their Armour. And fo they 
did. Nor were they fooner got up the 
Hill, according to Command, but being 
in all points equal to their Adverfaries 
they put ’em to the run, [ made ’em fly,] 
lo that fome of ’em weredafli’d to pieces 
down from the precipices, others kill’d in 
the purfuit by thofe that were upon the Hill 
and thofe that were a coming up. But 
let the Enemy fcape as they could, when 

E the 
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the Pay was theirs, they march’d on with 
great fatisfaction, that the Emperor made 
his way with filch fuccefs; whilft Apa- 
tnea, Lariffa and Arethufa entertain’d him. 
He therefore feeing the Palmyrenian Army 
drawn up before Em if a in a body of fe- 
venty thoufand men, confiding of Palmy¬ 
renes and their Allies , he oppofed ’em 
with the Dalmatian Cavalry; the Myjians 
and Pannonians , befide thofe of JAoricum 
and Rheetia , which are Celtick Legions. 
Nay more than that, there were the beft 
of all the Imperial Regiment, pick’d out 
and chofen man by man , the Morifco 
Horfe, the Tyaneans , the Mefopotamians, 
the Syrians , the Phenictans , and the 
Paleftinians out of Afia , all men of un¬ 
doubted courage : among whom the Pa¬ 
leftinians, befides their other Arms, had 
Clubs and Quarter-ftaves. Now when 
they fell to it, the Roman Cavalry feemed 
a little to give way, left the Palmyrenes 
who were too many for ’em and better 
Horfemen lliould by fome ftratagem en¬ 
viron the Reman Army. But in truth the 
Palmyrene Horfe purfu’d ’em fo hard 
(though they broke their Ranks) that 
the event was quite contrary to what the 
Roman Cavalry expected. For they were 
purfu’d by an Enemy much too ftrong 
{■it them; and therefore r hey were moll 
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of em flain, but the fatigue of the Day 
- lay chiefly, as it happen’d, upon the Foot. 
For feeing the Palmyrenes had brokentheir 
Ranks when the Horfe made their pur- 
fuit, they wheeled about and let upon ’em 
whilft they were fcatter’d and out of order. 
Whereupon many were kill’d becaufe the 
one fide fought with ufual Weapons, but 
thofe of Palejline brought Clubs and 
Staves againft Coats of Made made of 
k lron an d brafs. And that in fome fenfe 
was the chief caufe of Vidtory; becaufe 
| the Enemy was amazed to fee ’em fight 
| fo ftrangely with Clubs. The Palmyrenes 
f therefore ran away as faft as they could, 
and in their flight trod one another to 
I P lcces > chough they were kill’d by the 
| Enemy alfo; infomuch that the Field was 
| full of dead Men and Horfes, whilft fome 

that could get away, made into the 
I City. 

I . Ze ? oi i a ( a ? y°n may fuppofe) was not 
I a . ltt ! e dl r fturbd at this defeat of hers, 

I 2nd therefore confulted what was beft to 
be done. But all her friends were of O- 
pinion, that die had better relinquilh the 
f thoughts of any pretenfions to Emifa- 
\ hecaufe the Emifenes were difaffeded to 
i 5 r and friends to the Romans. But 
[ advifed her to keep within Palmyra , 

I and, when they had fecur’d themfelves in 
I E 2- that 
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that flrong City, they would deliberate 
about their grand Affairs at leifure. Nor 
was this fooner faid than done, by the 
concurrence of the whole Aflembly. 

But Aurelianus, when he heard that 2.e- 
nobia was fled away, went into Emifa, 
where he was frankly entertain’d by the 
Citizens; and having found a Trealure, 
which Zenobia could not carry along with 
her, he immediately march’d with his 
Army to Taimyr a, which h^befieged quite 
round; whilft the neighbouring Coun¬ 
treys lupply’d his men with all kind of 
Provifions. In the mean time the Palmy¬ 
renes jeered the Romans , as if they thought 
it impoflible for them to take the Town; 
and one Fellow in particular fpoke very f 
undecent words concerning the Emperors j 
ownPerfon; whereupon a certain Perfian, j 
that flood by him, faid, If you pleafe, j 
Sir ! you lhall fee me kill that impudent \ 
Rafcal; To which the Emperor confent- 1 
ed; and foo the Perfian prefently plant- f 
ing himfelf behind fome other mens backs, f 
that he might not be difcover’d, fliot at 
him juft as he was looking over the Bat¬ 
tlements, and hit him, whilft he was yet 
uttering his infolent language, fb that he 
fell down from the Wall before the Sol¬ 
diers and the Emperor. ? 

Yet s' 
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Yet the befieged flood it out, as hoping 
that the Enemy would draw ofF for want 
of Provifions; and perfifted in their refo- 
lutions, till they found themfclves wane 
Neceffaries. Whereupon they called a 
Council, in which it was determined, 
that they would fly immediately to Euphra¬ 
tes and there defire aid of the Perfians in 
order to fome new aftioti againft the Re. 
mans. Having fo decreed they fet Z»no 
I'm upon a She Camel (which is the 
fwifteft of that kind of Beafts and much 
fleeter than Horfes are) aud fo convey’d 
her out of the City. 

Aurelianus was troubled at Zenobius's 
efcape; and therefore employ’d allhisirf- 
duftry to fend out Horlemen in purfuit 
of her. And they indeed took her, juft 
as file was going over Euphrates , out of 
the Boat, and brought her to Aurelianus. 
At which furprizing fight though he was 
very much rejoyced, yet being naturally 
ambitious, and confidering, that it would 
be no great honour to him in after-times 
to have conquer’d a Woman, he feemed a 
little uneafie. 

In the mean while fome of rhe Palmy- 
renes, chat were fliut up in the Town re¬ 
vived bravely to expofe themfelves and 
run the rifque of being taken, in defence 
ot their City againft the Romans ; as, on 

E 3 the 
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the other hand fome of ’em ufed humble, 
fubmiflive geftures from off the Walls, 
and begg’d pardon for what was pad. 
Which feeing the Emperour accepted and 
bad ’em be of good chear, they came 
pouring out of the Town, with Prefents 
and Sacrifices in their hands. Whereup¬ 
on Aurelianus having pay’d all due re- 
fpett to their Holy Things, receiv’d their 
gifts and fent them away uninjur’d. 

But when he was once made Matter 
of this Town, with all the Stores, Mo¬ 
ney and Donaries in it, he went back to 
Emifa, where he called Zenolia and her 
Accomplices to account by way of pub- 
lick Judicature.. Zenolia therefore com¬ 
ing into the Court pleaded much in ex- 
cule of her felf and produced many Per- 
fons, who feduced her as being a fimple 
Woman; and among the reft, Longinus, 

( whofe Writings are very beneficial to all 
Lovers of Learning) upon whom ( being 
found guilty of the Crimes obje&ed a- 
gainft liim) the Emperour immediately 
pafs’d the fentence of Death; which he 
bore with fo much courage, that he fpoke ? 
comfortable words even to his friends 
who were fo much concern’d for his mif- 
fortunes. But befides Longinus there were £ 
others alfo that fuffer’d upon Zenolias’s 
accufation. 

Now i 
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Now it were worth while to tell you 
what happen’d before the facking of Pal¬ 
myra ; though I pretend onely to write 
a tranfient Hiftory as I told you in my 
Preface. For whereas Polybius gives us an 
account, how the Romans acquired a vaft 
Empire in a ihort time, I, on the contrary, 
am to ihew how by their own ill ma¬ 
nagement they in as Ihort a time loft it. 
But of that when I come to that part of 
the Hiftory; [lamnow fpeaking of] die 
Palmyrenes : who having gain’d a great 
fhare of the Roman Empire ( as I told you ) 
had feveral Declarations from the Gods, 
which did portend that overthrow of 
theirs, which afterward fell out. As 
for example. At Seleucia in Cilicia there 
was a Temple of Apollo (called there Sar* 
pedonius ) and in that Temple, an Oracle. 
( But as to what is reported of that God 
(That he ufed to give all thofe, who were 
infefted with fwarms of Locufts, a cer¬ 
tain kind of Birds, called Seleuciades , 
that ufed to be about his Temple, and 
would fend ’em along with all People 
who defired it; and that the Birds would 
fly among the Locufts, take ’em in their 
mouths and kill an infinite number of 
them in a moment, fo as to free People 
from the trouble of ’em ) I aferibe to the 
happinefs of that Age; mice our genera- 
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tion has rejetted fuch kindnefs from Hea- | 
ven.) Now the Palmyrenes having con- | 
fulted this Oracle, to know, if they mould 
ever get the Empire of the Eaft, the An- 
fwer was this; 

Avoid my Temple , Cur fed, treacherous 

( Nation! 

Enough to put the Gods themfelves in 

(pajfion. 

And when certain perfons enquired there 
a l(o about the fuccefs of Aurelianuss ex- | 
pedition againfl the Palmyrenes , the God | 
told them; f 

One Falcon many Doves commands , ivhofe 

(end ij 

’ZJpon his fatal pounces does depend. 

Befides which, there goes Iikewife ano- [ 
ther ftory of the Palmyrenes , and that’s 
this : There is a place between Heliopo - jl 

lis and Btllis called Aphaca, where there 
is a Temple dedicated to Venus Aphaci- \ 

its, and near unto it a Pond much like 1 

an artificial Ciflern , and where Iikewife ! 

there is often feen, about the Temple | 

and in places adjacent, a fire in the Air, f 

refembling a Lamp or of a round Fi- ^ 

gure, which has appeared even in our | 

time. 
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time, as often as people met there on fuch 
and fuch days. Which whofoever did, 
brought to the Pond fome Prefent or o 
ther for the Goddcfs, whether of Gold, 
Silver, Linnen, Silk, or any other rich 
thing. By whom if it were accepted, the 
Cloth, like things of far greater weight, 
funk to the bottom; but if they were 
rejetted, you might fee ’em float upon 
the top of the Water; not onely Cloth 
and fuch like, but even that which was 
made of Silver and Gold or other mate¬ 
rials which are not apt to fwim but fink. 
For an experiment of which Miracle the 
Palmyrenes, in the year before their over¬ 
throw, met together upon an Holy-day, 
and threw into the Pond feveral Prefents 
of Gold, Silver and Cloth, ip honour oi 
the Goddefs, which, all of ’em funk to 
the bottom, but the next year upon the 
fame Feftival, were feen to float a top of 
the Water, by which the Goddefs foretold 
what Ihould afterward come to pafs. 

Now in this manner was the kindnefs 
of Heaven fhewn to the Romans, as long 
as they kept up their holy Rices. But I 
come to fpeak of thofe times, in which 
the Roman Empire degenerated to a kind 
of Barbarity, and fell to decay; I will 
ihew the reafbns of fuch misfortunes, 

and 




5* 


The Hiftory Book I. 

and fet forth thofe Oracles, whereby fuch 
things were predicted. 

In the mean time I ought to return 
thither from whence I digrefs’d: left I 
ihould feem to leave the order of the 
Hiftory imperfect. Aurelianus therefore 
marching toward Europe, and carrying 
Zenobia, her Sen, and all the reft, who 
were Confederates in the Rebellion a- 
long with him, they lay Zenobia died ei' 
ther of a Difeafe or for want of eating; 
but that all the reft were drown’d in 


the Streight between Byzantium and Chal¬ 
ee don. 


Neverthelefs Aurelianus continu’d his 


Journey into Europe ; when, by the way, 
a Meflenger came and told him, there 
were a parcel of men whom he had left 
in Palmyra, that, having won Apfeeus (the 
great Author of all that was paft) were 
tampering with Marcellinus (whom the 
Emperor had made Prefect of Mefopota - 
mia, and Governour of the Eaft ) to take 
upon him the Imperial Robe. But he, 
under pretence of taking time to delibe¬ 
rate, put ’em off fo long, that they im¬ 
portun’d him again feveral times. Where¬ 
fore he was fain to frame ambiguous an- 
fwers to their Demands, till he had gi¬ 
ven Aurelianm notice what he defign’d 


to 
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to do. But the Palmyrenes £ in die mean 
time ] having cloathed Antiochus in a 
purple garment, kept At Palmyra. 

When Aurelianus heard that, he went in¬ 
to the Eaft, juft as he was, £ without any 
other preparations ] and coming to An¬ 
tioch furpriz’d all the People, who were 
then at an Horfe-match, and mightily a* 
ftonilh’d to fee him; but from thence he 
went on to Palmyra . Which Town he 
took and razed without fighting for it; 
but not thinking that Antiochus was worth 
the punilhing upon the account of his 
mean condition, he difmifs’d him. After 
which action of his, lie quickly reduced 
the Alexandrians , who were inclinable to 
a Rebellion, as being already in a tumult. 
For which he rode in Triumph into Rome, 
where he was moft magnificently re¬ 
ceiv’d by the Senate and People. At this 
time alio he built that fumptuous Temple 
c j| ie Sun» which he adorn’d with all 
thole holy fpoils, that he brought from Pal¬ 
myra; letting up in it the Statues of the 
Sun and Belus, Which having done, he 
eafily fubdu’d Tetricus, with his rebelli¬ 
ous Complices, whom he brought to con¬ 
sign punilhment. He likewife called in 
all the counterfeit money and gave our 
new, to avoid confufion in Trade Be- 
fides which he alio bellow’d a Dole of 

Bread, 
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Bread, as a mark of his favour, upon the 
people : and having fetled all Affairs be¬ 
gan his Journey from Rome. 

But whilft he {laid at Perinthus ( now 
call’d Heraclea) there was a Plot laid a- 
gainft him, which was thus: There was 
a certain Perfon in the Court call’d Eros, 
whofe place it was to carry forth the Em¬ 
perors Anfwers. This man the Emperor 
had threaten’d for fome fault or other 
and put him in a fright; upon which ac¬ 
count he dreading, left the Emperour 
fhould make good his menaces by his 
actions, goes to certain of the Guard, 
whom he knew to be the boldeft Fel¬ 
lows in all the Court, tells ’em a plau- 
fible Story, and fliews ’em a Letter of his 
own Writing, juft like the Emperours, 
( which he had learn’d to counterfeit 
long before ) and perfuading them firft, 
that they themfelves were to be mur- 
ther’d ( for that was the plain meaning 
and fcope of the Letter) he endeavour’d 
to induce them to kill the Emperour. 
They therefore obferving Aurelianus to go 
out of the City without any great Atten¬ 
dance ran in upon him with their naked 
Swords and murther’d him. But he was 
buried there upon the place very magni¬ 
ficently by the Army in token of the great 
Services that he had done, and dangers 

that 
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| that he had undergone for the good of the 
[ Publick. 

After him Tacitus got the Empire, in 
\ whofe time the Scythians came over the 
Fenn of Meotis ana made their incurfions 
through Tontus even into Cilicia, till Ta¬ 
citus let upon ’em; who partly in his 
\ own Perfon, and partly by Florianus , Pre¬ 
fect of the Court whom he left in Com- 
miffion for that end, kill’d and quite 
routed ’em all; but went himfelf into Eu- 
| rope , where he was circumvented and 
I kill’d after this manner. He had com- 
I mitted the Government of Syria to his 
| Coufin, Maximinus, who treated the No- 
| bility of the Countrey fo roughly, that 
I he made ’em envy and fear him both to- 
I gether. And that begot fuch an hatred 

in them, that they at lafl confpiring with 
I them who had murther’d Aurelianus, af- 
; faulted Maximinus, and having kill’d him, 
flew Tacitus alio as he was juft decamp- 
I ing. 

jr O 

| Now therefore all things revolv’d into 
I a civil Difturbance, whilft thofe of the 
I Eaft chofe Probus , Emperor, and thofe at 
I Rome, Florianus . Of whom the former 
| was Governour of all Syria, Phoenicia, Pa- 
| lejline and Egypt ; but the latter had all 
\ the Countreys from Cilicia to Italy: be- 
i Tides that to him likewife all the Nati- 
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ons beyond the Alpes, the Gauls, Spani¬ 
ards, Britains, and Africans in general, did 
homage. 

Wherefore when they were both now 
ready for a War, Florianus came to Tar- 
Jus and refolv’d to pitch his Camp there, 
leaving his Victory againft the Scythians 
at the Bofphorus unfinifh’d, whereby he 
gave them an opportunity to recover 
themfelves and return to their own homes, 
though he had block’d ’em up. But Pro¬ 
bus protrafted the time, becaufe he came 
with lefs preparation for a War; by which 
means it came to pafs, that the Weather 
(in Summer-time) being extrcam hot. 
Florianus s Soldiers, who were moft of 
’em Europeans, and confequently not ufed 
to fuch exceffive heat, died of a peftilent 
Diftcmper. Which when Probus under- 
flood, he thought it befl to attaque the 
Enemy in time. Whereupon Florianus’s 
men attempting fomewhat beyond their 
flrength, made certain light Skirmilhes 
before the City, but feeing there was no¬ 
thing done worth the fpeaking of, the 
Armies being divided, fome of Probuss 
Soldiers came and depofed Florianus. 
Which when they had done, he was 
kept in cuftody for a time, till his own 
men faid, that was not done by Probuss 
order: and fo Florianus put on the Purple 

Robe 
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Robe again till they came back who were 
fent to know the truth of Probus's refo- 
lution in the matter; who upon their re¬ 
turn caufed Florianus to be flain bv his 
own Soldiers. 1 

When Probus had thus gotten the Em¬ 
pire he marched forward and did indeed a 
very commendable a<ft ior the publick 
good, as a prelude to what he afterward 
would do. For he refolv’d to punilh thofe 
that had murther’d Aurdianus and plot¬ 
ted againft Tacitus ; though he did not 
put his defign openly in execution for 
fear of an infurreftion, but planted a Com¬ 
pany of men, that he had confidence in, 
at a convenient Poft near which he invi¬ 
ted the Murtherers to a Feaft. Who 
when they came thither in expedition 
to be treated at the Emperors Table, 

Probus went up into a kind of Gallery 
[or Balcony2 from whence he might fee 
the action, and gave his men the fignal 
when they fhould do the feat. Which 
they no fooner receiv’d but they fell up¬ 
on the Murtherers naked as they were, 
and kill d em all but one, whom he af¬ 
terward burnt alive, as being a very dan 
gerous Fellow. 

Whilft Probus did thefe things, Satur - 
ninus, a Moor, who was the Emperours 
rooft familiar friend, and, for that rea- 

fon. 
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Ion, had the Government of Syria com- 
mitted to him, revolted from his Allegi¬ 
ance to the Emperor, and turn’d Rebel. 
Which when Probus heard, he refolved l 
to obviate his defigns, but that the Ea- j 
Rem Soldiers prevented him by deftroy- • 
ing • Saturninus with all his treacherous 
machinations. 

He like wife fupprefted another infur- 
reftion in Britain by [ the alfiftance of ] 
Vidor in us . a Moor , who had perfuaded 
him to make that Rebel Governour of 
Britain. For having fent for Vidorinus 
to him, and reproved him for his ad¬ 
vice, he fent him to correct the mifear- 
riage; who going forthwith into Britain 
took off the Traytor by a wile. 

Probus therefore having managed things, 
according as I have related, obtain’d feve- 
ral Victories againft the Barbarians allb, | 
in two feveral Wars; the one of which 
he himfelf was prefent in, but left the 
other to the conduct of his Lieutenant. 

But becaufe he law it neceflary to aflift 
the Cities of Germany that lay upon the 
Rhine and were infelted by the Barbaric 
ans , he inarch’d with his Army toward 
the Rhine. Where when the War began, 
there was a grievous famine in all the 
Countrey thereabouts ; but a mighty 
fhower fell at the fame time of Rain and [ 


Book /. of Count Z O SIM U S. 65 

Corn together, infomuch that in fome 
places there were great heaps of it made 
by its own defeenr. At which ftrange 
fight, all People were fo much aftonifh’d, 
that at firfl they durft not touch the Corn 
to fatisfie their hunger; but being at Iaft 
forc’d to it by necellity, which is above 
all fear, they made Bread of it, which 
they ate; and thereby not onely fatisfied 
their hunger, but got the Victory allb 
with a great deal of cafe, through the Em¬ 
perors good fuccels. He allb put an end 
to many other Wars with little or no 
trouble; and fought fliarp Battels, firft 
againft the Logiones , a German Nation, 
whom he conquer’d, and took Semno their 
General with his Son Priloners, but par¬ 
don’d ’em upon fubmiflion; though he 
took all their Captives and their plunder 
from ’em, and fo upon certain Terms dif 
milled not only common perfons, but even 
Semno and his Son. 

Another Battel that he fought was a- 
gainft the Franks, whom when he had 
bravely fubdu’d by the good management 
of his Officers, He made War upon the 
Burgundi , and the Vandili. But feeing 
his Forces were too weak, he contriv’d 
how to fingle out and engage with lome 
part onely of the Enemies forces. And 
indeed Fortune favour’d his defign; for 
F the 
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the Armies lying on both Tides of the 
River, the Romans challeng’d the Barba¬ 
rians that were on the further Tide, to 
fight. At which they were To incenfed, 
that as many as could, got over; where 
they joyn’d Battel, and fought, till the 
Barbarians were partly flain, and partly 
taken alive by the Romans: except Tome 
few that were left who defired Peace up¬ 
on condition to give up their Captives 
and their plunder; which they obtain’d. 

But becaufe they did not reftore all they 
had, the Emperor was therefore fo angry, 
that he in juftice fell upon ’em as they 
march’d away, and, killing many of them, 
took their General Igillus Prifoner. But 
as many of ’em as he took alive, he Tent 
into Britain ; where they inhabited the 
Ifland and were afterward very ufeful to 
the Emperor upon any Infurrettion. 

When he had in this manner perfected 
thefe W T ars upon the Rhine, the Ifaurians 
did fomething about that time which we 
ought not to omit. For there was one 
Lydias, an Ifaurian, and a continual Rob¬ 
ber from his Youth, who with a gang 
of Rogues like himfelf had pillaged 
all Pamphilia and Lycia. Now when the 
Soldiers came to take thefe Thieves, this [ 
fame Lydias ( becaufe he could not op- 
pofe the whole Roman Army ) went to a 

place | 
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place called Crymna, in Lycia , which ftands 
upon a Precipice and is fortified on 
the one fide with mighty deep Ditches. 
Where finding a great many that fled thi¬ 
ther for refuge, and obferving the Romans 
to be very intent upon the Siege, in that 
they bore the' fatigue of it very floutly; 
he for that reafon pull’d down the Houfes, 
and making the ground fit for Tillage 
Tow’d Corn in order to maintain thoie 
that were in the Town. 

But feeing the number was fo great 
that they wanted much more provisions, 
he turn’d all thofe out of the Town who 
were of no ufe, both male and female. 
But the Enemy perceiving his defign for¬ 
ced ’em back again : whereupon Lydius 
took and threw ’em headlong into the 
Trenches that were about the Walls , 
where they died. Which having done he 
made a wonderful Mine from the Town 
outward beyond the Enemies Camp, 
through which he Tent certain perfons out 
of the Town, to fteal Cartel and other 
forage. By which means he provided for 
the befieged a good while, till a Woman 
dilcover’d the matter to the Enemies. But 
for all that Lydius did not defpond ; only 
he retrench’d his men by degrees in their 
Wine and gave ’em a iomething lefs al¬ 
lowance of Corn. Yet this way would 

F 2 not 
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not do neither, but he vyas driven to fuch | 
neceflity, chat he kill’d all who were in 
the Town, except fome friends of his that 
were enough (as he thought) to defend 
it; and thole he fpared, as likewife fome 
Women whom he order’d te ; be in com¬ 
mon among ’em all for the neceffary ufe 
of Nature. 

But when he had refolv’d to {land it 
out againlt all dangers, there happen’d 
at Lift this accident : There was a Man 
with him in the Town that knew how 
to make Engines and to ufe ’em alfo very 
dexteroufly in flinging of Darts fo exact¬ 
ly, that when Lydim had bid him fhoot 
at any one of the Enemies he would ne- f 

ver mifs his mark. Now it happen’d, ; 

that Lydim had bid him hit fuch a Per- 
fon, whom he mifs’d (either by chance 
or on purpofe) for which he ftrip’d and 
whip’d him moll feverely, and threaten’d 
him with death bcfides. The man there- jt, 
tore was fo enraged upon the account of i 

the blows which he receiv’d, and fo af- I 

frighted at the menaces, that he tookan oc- 
cafion to lfeal out of the Town: and falling f 
into the company of certain Soldiers to \ 
whom he told whatever he had done or 
fuffer’d, he iliew’d ’em a Window in the : 
Wall, through which Lydim ufed to fpy f 
all that was done in their Camp, and pro- f, 

mifed i 
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mifed them to fhoot him as he, after his 
ufual manner, was looking through it. 
Thereupon the Captain or chief Officer 
in that Expedition receiv’d the man into 
his favour; who when he had planted his 
Engine, and placed fome men before him 
that he might not be difeover’d by the 
Enemy, took aim at Lydim as he look’d 
through the hole [ in the Wall] and with 
a Dart fhot and gave him his mortal 
Wound. Which he no fooner receiv’d, 
but he was very levere upon fome of 
his own men; whom when he had obli¬ 
ged upon Oath never to furrender the 
Town, he with much flruggling ex¬ 
pir’d. 

But feeing that Ptolemais , which is in 
Thehais, was revolted from the Emperor, 
and had undertaken a War, though not 
likely long to endure; Probus forced both 
that and its Allies the Blemmyce to a Sur¬ 
render, by the good condutt of his then 
prefent Officers. He likewife left the 
Bafienta, a Scythian people, that iubmit- 
ted to him, in 7 hr ace, where he gave them 
room to inhabit: upon which account 
they conflantly obferv’d the Roman Laws 
and Cuftoms. 

Another time when the Franks came to 
the Emperor and had a Countrey given 
’em, fome part of ’em afterward r ;volt- 

F 3 cd, 
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ed, and having gotten a great number of 
Ships difturbed all Greece. From whence 
they went into Sicily, to Syracufe, which 
they attaqu’d and kill’d a great many men 
in it. At length they arrived in Africa, 
where though they were not entertein’d, 
but repelled by a body of men out of Car¬ 
thage, yet they return’d home without 
any hurt or damage. 

But then there was this one thing more 
that happen’d in Prcbm's Reign: There 
were eighty Gladiators who confpir’d toge¬ 
ther, and having kill’d their keepers, ran 
out into the City, and plunder’d all be¬ 
fore ’em ; not but that there were many 
other men too (as it is ufual in fuch ca- 
les) mix’d among ’em. But the Emperor 
lent a party, ana fupprefs’d ’em. Now 
when Probus, who was a brave, and a juft 
Prince, had done thus,. - • The 

end of this Book is wanting, but is fup- 
plied hereafter. 
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The Second Book, 


H E beginning of this Book is 
loft (for there is no mention here 
of Carus and his Sons ) and 
therefore to fupply that defell 
we muft have recourfe to other Authors , 
which afford us this fhort account .— Ca¬ 
rus fucceeded Probus, and went againft the 
Perfians as far as Ctefiphon, where he 
gaind the name of. The Perftan Emperor. 
But fo.on after he was taken off, as fome 

F 4 f«y> 


Note. 







7% T he Hijlory Book II. 



fay, by a Difeafe ; though others, by a Thun¬ 
derbolt. He had two Sons, the one called 
Numerianus, a ’very hopeful Touth, of whom 
the Commonwealth might have expelled all 
happinefs and good imaginable , had he not 
been murtherd by Aper; the other named 
Carinus, an Adulterer, lecher, prodigal, and 
indeed a perfon utterly abandond to all 
kind of Vice, whom Diocletian, formerly 
called Auguftus, flew. So far by way of 
Supplement, and now Z O SIM U S begins 
abruptly, thus: 

****** Becaufe the longed time that 
any man lives is onely equal to the in¬ 
termediate fpace between thefe Games. 
For the Romans call that [ Seculum ] which 
we call [ cctcoii ] [ cevum ] an Age, or the 
fpace of one hundred years. x And it is 
good to cure the Plague, Confumption, 
or feveral other Difcafcs; of whofe Origi¬ 
nal take this account.- Valefus Valefus, 

from the family of the Valeriani came, was 
a great man among the Sabines, and be- 
icre his houfc there was a Grove of waft 
rail Trees, which were burnt with Light¬ 
ning and gave him occafion to queftion 
what might be the portent of luch an 
accident. Wherefore his Children falling 
lick he confulted not onely the Do&ors 
but the Southfaycrs alfo; who told him, 
that by tlie manner of the fires falling, 

the 
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the Gods were angry; which made Valefi- 
us wifely ufe that afliftance in facrificing 
to appeafe the Gods. And being in a 
fright, both he and his Wife, who ex¬ 
pected every minute when their ChiJ- 
dren would die, he fell proftrate before 
Vejla, and promifed to offer up two en¬ 
tire Souls inftead of their Children, which 
was, his own and chat of their Mo- 
ther. Bu t turning to the Grove that was 
Thunder-burnt, hefeemed to heara Voice 
that bid him carry the Children to Ta- 
rentum, and there warm fome Tiber Wa¬ 
ter over the fire of Du and Proferpine, and 
give it the Children to drink. Which 
when he had heard quite out he thende- 
lpaired the more of his Childrens recove- 
r ^'j f°f T aretttum was a great way off, 
and befides there was no liber Water to 
be had at it: and then it made him think 
the worfe of it, that he heard the Voice 
ky the Water muft be warm’d upon the 
Altar of Infernal Deities, or Demons. At 
which the very Southfiiyers alfo them- 
felves were ftartled; but however when 
he heard it the fecond time, he refolv’d 
t° obey the Gods command. And put¬ 
ting his Children in a fmall River Veflel 
he carry’d the fire along with him. Now’ 
he Children were almofl: ready to faint 
by reafon of the heat, whilft he made 

fail 
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fail to that part of the River, where the f 
dream is mod calm; and lodging at a 
Shepherds Cottage, together with his i 
Children, he heard a Voice fay, he mud | 
day at Tarentum (for fo the place was j; 
called, and had the fame name with Ta- | 
rentum which is near the Jnpygian Pro- j 
montory, or Capo di St. Maria. ) Where¬ 
upon Valefm when he had pay’d due A- 
cloration to the Gods for that good for¬ 
tune, he bad die Pilot put to inore, and 
landing told the Shepherds all the whole 
Story. And prefently after having drawn 
fome Wacer out of Tiber and warm’d it 
upon an Altar of his own making, he 
gave it his Children to drink : who 
as foon as they had fvvallow’d it fell a- 
lleep and were perfectly cur’d. But they 
fancy''d in that deep that they faw fome* 
thing, which bad ’em offer black Vidtims 
to Dis and Proferpine, and fpend three 
Nights in finging and dancing : which 
Dream they cold to their Father, and that 
it was an huge man, of a Godlike pre¬ 
fence ; that bad ’em do it in the Campus 
Martius , where the Horfe-Races ufe to 
be. But Valefm having a mind to build 
an Altar in that place, lie fet the Stone¬ 
cutters to dig, who found an Altar rea* 
dy made, upon which there was this in- 
feription. To Dis and Proferpine. By which 
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he was more plainly inftrudted what to 
do, facrificed the black Victims upon 
that Altar, and kept the Vigils in that 
place. 

Now this fame Altar and the manner of 
Sacrificing upon it was occafion’d thus.: 
The Romans and the Albanes were at 
War, and, being both Arm’d, there ap¬ 
peared a monflrous Shape, clothed in a 
black skin, and crying out, That Dis and 
Proferpine commanded them to iacrificc 
to their Deities before they engaged: 
and when it had fo faid, it difappeared. 
Whereupon the Romans, who were af¬ 
frighted at the fight, made an Altar un¬ 
der ground, and when they had facri¬ 
ficed upon it, they buried it twenty feet 
deep, fo that it might not be difeover’d 
by any but Romans. Now Valejius ha¬ 
ving found it, he according to order both 
facrificed upon it, and kept the Vigils; 
from whence he was called Manius Vale¬ 
rius Tarentinus. For the Romans call [ the 
Infernal Gods,] Manes] and [to be in 
good health ] is [ Valere ]; and then he 
was called [Tarentinus] from [Taren- 
tum, ] where he facrificed. But fome time 
after when a Plague happen’d in the City, 
which was the year after their Kings were 
expell’d. Pub. Valer. Poplicola facrificed 
a black Ox and a black Heifer to Dis 

and 
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and Proferpine whereby he freed the City 
from the Difeafe, and wrote upon the Al¬ 
tar this Infcription/ Publius Valerius 
Poplicola have dedicated Fire to Dis and 
Proferpine in the Campus Martius, and 
have alfo wade Shews in honour of them to 
prefervc the people of Rome. 

• But after this when Difeafes and Wars 
lay heavy upon them, which happen’d in 
the year 351, fince the City was built, 
the Senate had a mind to rid themfelves 
of thofe Calamities out of the Sihylls O- 
racles, and therefore commanded them 
whofe bufinefs it was, to confult thofe O- 
rac'les. Who having fo done, they told 
the Senate, that if they facrificed to Dis 
and Proferpine, it would put an end to 
all their miferies. They therefore got a 
convenient place, which they devoted to 
Da and Proferpine according as they were 
commanded, when Marcus Potitus was in 
his fourth Confulfhip. And when the 
Ceremony was over, they, being deliver’d 
from their grievances, laid up the Altar 
again in fome extream part of the Cam¬ 
pus Martius. And after that this kind 
of Sacrificing was for fome years neglect¬ 
ed, till fome misfortunes befell them, and 
then Oflavianus Augujlus renew’d theGames, 
which .had been celebrated before, when 
Lucius Cenforinus, and Marcus Manlius Pu - 

elius 
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1 elius were Confuls, but were kept at that 
| time under the Confulate of Lucius Cen- 
| forinus and Cains Salinus , when Ateius 
I Capito had explain’d the Laws concerning 
| them, and the fifteen Men, that had the 
; keeping of the Sihylls Books, had found 
out the time when the Sacrifice was to 
be perform’d and the Shews made. When 
Augujlus was dead, Claudius celebrated 
thofe Games, without any regard to the 
due time. But after him, Domitian, who 
did not mind what Claudius had done, 
computed the years from the time that 
Augujlus kept that Feftival, and feemed 
to obferve the original Infiitution. And 
after them Sever us, in the noth year, 
reflored thofe very Games, he and his 
two Sons, Antoninus and Geta, when Chi- 
lo and Liho were Confuls. Now the man¬ 
ner of thefe Games is faid to be this: — 
The Beadles went about at that time and 
invited all the People to fuch a Sight as 
they never had feen, nor ever were like 
to lee any more. And in the Summer¬ 
time, a little before the Games began, the 
fifteen Men fate in the Capitol, in the 
Temple Palatine upon a Tribunal, from 
whence they diftributed a kind of puri¬ 
fying preparations to the People (called 
Lujlralia ) which were Torches, Brimfione, 
and Pitch: of which none participate but 

Freemen 
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Freemen onely. And when the People 
come together in the places aforefaid and 
in the Temple of Diana, which is upon 
the Aventine Hill, each ofte brings Wheat 
Early and Beans, and keep Vigils in the 
Night to the fatal Sifters. But when the 
time of the Feftival is come, which they 
celebrate three days and three nights to¬ 
gether in the Campus Martius, the Vi¬ 
ctims are confecrated near the bank of Ti¬ 
ber at Tarentum. And there they facri- 
fice to feveral Deities; as Jupiter, Juno, 
Apolloy Latona , Diana; and, befides them 
to th qP arete, Lucinte, Ceres, Disand Pro- 
ferpine, which is perform’d in this Order. 
The firft night that thefe Shews are made, 
about two of the Clock, the Emperour, 
with the fifteen Men, facrificeth three 
Lambs upon three Altars that are provi¬ 
ded on purpofe by the Rivers fide, where 
having fprinkled the Altars with blood he 
offers up the Victims whole. Then, 
when they have prepared a Scene without 
a Theatre, they fet up a great many lights 
and make an huge fire, by which they 
fmo fome new Hymn, to make the Games 
the more folemn. And thofe that per¬ 
form’d thefe things have the firft fruits 
of their Wheat, Barly and Beans for their 
labour. For thofe, I told you , are di- 
ftributed among the people. The next 
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day they go up into the Capitol, where 
they offer the ufual Sacrifices, and thence 
coming to the place appointed for it, 
they celebrate Games in honour of A- 
polio and Diana. The day after that, the 
great Ladies come into the Capitol at the 
hour which the Oracle has prefix’d, 
where they behave themfelves with all 
due reverence: and at the third hour in 
the Temple of Apollo near the Palace, 
twenty feven fine Boys with as many 
Girles, whofc Parents are all alive, fing 
Hymns and fpeak in Greek and Latin , 
whereby the Roman Dominions are pre- 
ferv’d. But befides thefe there were o- 
ther things done according to the di¬ 
vine prefeript; which as long as they 
were kept up, fecur’d the Roman Empire. 
And to confirm you that it was really as 
I fay , I will add the Sibylls Oracle, 
which others have mention’d before my 
time; and it runs thus: 

But when an hundred years and ten are pafl 
Which u the longeft time Mans Age doth 

(lafi t 

Romans! be fare ( and fet you dont mi* 

(flake 

In any point ) due Offerings to make 
To Heaven, and fee you bring the Sacrifice 
Into that Field which on the Tiber lies: 

And 
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And do fo, in that Seafon, when the Nigh. 
Deprives Men leajl of the Diurnal Light , 
After Sun-fet ; Then to the Parcae pay 
Tour homage^ and upon their Altars lay 
Toung Sheep and Goats .* Next the Lucinre 

( pleafe, 

With decent Rites, who chtiding Women eafe. 
After that offer a black Hog and Sow 
To Tellus, for the produft of the Plow. 
But to Jovcs Altar bring the Bulls Milk- 

( white 

Tor ViH'tms, in the Day-time, not by Night : 
( For heavenly Deities accept of none 
But what are offer'd in the Day alone. ) 

And fo to Juno facrifice a Cow 
Spotlefs all o'r, and pure as falling Snow, 
Then let Apollo, whom they call the Sun, 
And Pharbus, have his equal honours done. 
Whilft in the Temple Latin Girls and Boys 
In Jacred Hymns make a Triumphant noife. 
But let 'em be apart, the Girls to Jland 
And Jing on this, the Boys on t'other hand: 
Befides this caution I muft farther give 
That all the Parents of 'em be alive. 

As for the married Women, let them pray 
To Juno on their knees, that each one may 
Have their defire, both Men and Women too 
But chiefly Women. Then, Let all of you 
Bring from your houfes what is fit to bring, 
( As the firfi fruits of every ufeful Thing) 
To the immortal Gods an Offering. 
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And let all that upon your Altars lie , 

Whence you may Men and Women both fup- 

But to attend the Gods be fure there be ^ 

Both night and day a numerous company 

Of Votaries both fer ious and free. 

Obferve thefe precepts, and you fhall fub 

(due 

Not onely Latium but aU Italy too. 

Who fhall fubmit their fupple necks to 

{you. 

Now that the Empire was fecure and 
likely to'continue Lords of almoft all the 
known World, whilft thefe things were 
duly perform’d, according to wliat the 
Oracle directs and the thing It felf re¬ 
quires : and on the other fide, that when 
thefe Ceremonies were neglefred , about 
the time that Dioclefian laid down his 
Imperial State, it fell to decay and infenfi- 
bly degenerated moft part into Barba* 
rifin, experience it felf allures us. And 
that I lay nothing but what is true I’ll 
prove from Chronology. For from the 
Confulate of Chilo and Libo, wherein Se¬ 
vern* celebrated the Secular Games, or 
Ceremonies, it was an hundred and one 
years till Dioclefian was the ninth time, and 
Maximianus the eighth time Conful. And 
then Dioclefian from an Emperor turn’d a 
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private perfon, and Maximianus follow’d 
his Example. But when Conjlantinus and 
Licinnius were in their third Confullhip, 
the no years were compleated, and 
they ought to have kept the Feftival ac¬ 
cording to cuftom; but it was neglect¬ 
ed, and fo things confequently ran to 
that unhappy condition wherein they now 
are. 

But Dicclefan died in three years after, 
and the Emperors that were at that time, 
that is to fay, Conjlantinus and Maximia¬ 
nus Gallerius declared Severus and Maxi- 
minus (who was Gallerius's Sifters Son ) 
to be the rightful } Cefars , giving all Italy 
to Severus and die Eaftern Provinces to 
Maximinus. But* when things were all 
fetled, and the Barbarians at quiet fince 
the Romans had been fo fuccefstul againft 
'em, Conjlantinus, who was begotten by 
Conjlantius of a Concubine, and had for¬ 
merly an ambition to be Emperor, but 
was enflamed the more with that defire, 
fince Severus and Maximinus had gotten 
the name and honour of Cefars, was now 
refolv’d to leave the place where he dwelt, 
and go to his Father Conjlantius, who 
was beyond the Alps, moft commonly in 
England. But fearing, left he might be 
taken by the way (for a great many knew 
very well, how much he was in lovewith 

Domi- 
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Dominion) he maimed all die Horfes that 
were kept for publick Service, as faft as 
he came to any Stable where they were, 
and took the next for his own ufe. And 
lb he did continually; by which means he 
flopp'd thofe that purfu’d him from going 
farther, whilft he himfelf went on toward 
the Country where his Father was. 

But it happen’d that the Emperor Con¬ 
jlantius died juft at that time, and there¬ 
fore the Guards, who thought none of his 
legitimate Children fit for the Imperial 
Dignity, as foon as they confidered diat 
Conjlantinus was a perfon capable of it, con¬ 
ferred the honour upon him, in hopes of 
great Prefents by way of remuneration. 
But when his Image was Ihcwn at Rome 
as the cuftom is, Maxentius , the Son of 
Maximianus Herculius could not endure 
to fee, that Conjlantinus Ihould fucceed 
fo well, who was born of an Harlot, where¬ 
as he himfelf who was Son of fuch an Em. 
peror, lay at home and idle, whilft others 
enjoy’d his Fathers Empire, wherefore he 
made Marcellianus and Marcellus, two Tri¬ 
bunes of the Soldiers, and Lucianus (whp 
diftributed the Swines flelh , which the 
Treafury provided for the people of Rome ) 
and the Court-Guards, called the Tr&to- 
ridni, his Accomplices in the Attempt, 
and by them was promoted into the Im- 
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perial Throne, having promifed to reward 
all thofe that aflifted him in it, very libe¬ 
rally. Now the firft thing, that they did 
in order to it, was the killing of Abellhis, 
becaufe he being Prefect of the City, Teem¬ 
ed to refill their Enterprife. 

When Maximianus Gallerius heard this, 
he lent Severus Cefar with an Army to 
fight Maxentius .. But whilft he came from 
Millain with leveral Legions of Moors, 
Maxentius corrupted moll of his Soldiers 
with Money , even to the Prefect of the 
Court, called Amdlinus , and thereby con¬ 
quer’d him with great facility. Upon 
which Sever us fled to Ravenna , which is 
a very llrong and populous City, furnilh’d 
with provifions enough for him and his 
Soldiers. When Maximianus Herculius 
knew that, he was mightily concern’d for 
his Son Maxentius , no queftion, and there¬ 
fore leaving Lucania,, where he then was, 
he went for Ravenna. And feeing Severus 
could by no means be forced out of the 
City, becaufe it was well fortified and 
flored with all neceflary provifions, he 
cheated him with falfe Oaths and per- 
fuaded him to go to Rome. But as he was 
agoing, and came to a place, called the 
Three Taverns , he was taken by a Trick 
of Maxentius s contriving and hang’d. But 
Maxnmanus Gallerius could not well bear 
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thole injuries done to Severus, and fo re- 
folv’d to come out of the Eaft to Rome, 
and punilh Maxentius according to his de¬ 
merits. But when he was come into Italy, 
he found the Soldiers about him fo falfe, 
that he went back into the Eaft without 
fighting fo much as one Battel. 

At that time Maximianus Herculius, 
who could not endure the tumults which 
difturb’d the publick peace, came to Dio- 
clefian, who lived then at Car nut um , a 
Town in Gallia Celtic a ; and endeavour’d 
to perfuade him , that he would refume 
the Empire, and not fuffer that Govern¬ 
ment, which they had preferv’d fo Iona- 
with fo much difficulty, to be expofed to 
the madnefs and folly of thofe who had 
poflefs’d themfelves of it, and made it 
ihake already. But Dioclefian did not 
hearken to him; for he preferr’d his quiet 
before all bufinefs in the World (and per¬ 
haps he forefaw the trouble that would 
enfue, being a man much converlant in 
religious matters) and therefore Hercu¬ 
lius feeing he could do no good upon him, 
came as far as Ravenna and lb back to 
the Alps , to meet Conflantinus who lay 
thereabout. And being naturally a bufie, 
faithlefs man, he promiTed Conflantinus his 
Daughter Faufla ( which lie perform’d ) 
but withal perfuaded him to purfue Maxi- 
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ml amts Gallerias who was going out of 
Italy, and lay wait for Maxentius. To 
all which Conjlantinus confented, and then 
he left him, with a Defign if poflible to 
recover the Empire, becaufe he hoped to 
let his Son-in-law Conjlantinus and his Son 
Maxentius together by the Ears. 

But whilft he attempted thefe things, 
Maxhnianus Gallerias, made Licinnius, his 
old acquaintance and friend, Emperor, 
by whofe affiftance he defign’d to cope 
with Maxentius. But whilft Gallerius was 
confulting about thefe things, he died of 
an incurable Wound, and then Licinnius 
alfo claim’d the foie Dominion. But Ma¬ 
xhnianus Herculius, as I told you, endea¬ 
vour’d to recover the Empire by aliena¬ 
ting the Soldiers affections from Maxen¬ 
tius. In order whereunto he wheedled 
’em with gifts and pitiful addrefies, and 
having brought ’em over to him, he would 
have laid a Plot againft Conilantinus, in 
which his Soldiers fliould have confpir’d. 
But Fauj'ta difcover’d it to Conjlantinus; 
and fo Herculius, who was now at his 
Wits end through fo many difappoint- 
ments, died of a Diftemper at Tarfus . 

Maxentius having efcaped this Danger, 
and being now of Opinion that he had 
fetled the Empire well enough, he fent 
certain Perfons into Africa , to Carthage 

in 


Book II. of Count Z O SIM U S. 

in particular, to carry his Image about 
that Country. But the Soldiers that were 
there, forbad it, out of their love to Gal¬ 
lerius Maximianus , and their honour to 
his memory, till they heard that Maxen¬ 
tius was coming to make War againft 
’em upon the fcore of thac infurrcCtion, 
and then they went to Alexandria : but 
meeting wich a great Army which they 
were not able to deal with, they return’d 
to Carthage, Hereupon Maxentius being 
difturb’d, refolv’d to fail for Africa, and 
punilh thofe that occafion’d fuch commo¬ 
tions. But when the Soothfayers had fa- 
crificed and told him ill figns, he was af- 
fraid to go, not onely becaufe the en¬ 
trails appear’d in that manner, but alfb 
left Alexander , who was the PrefeCfc of 
the Court in Africa, fliould be his Enemy; 
and therefore to fecure his paflage thi¬ 
ther from all fufpicion, he lent to Alex¬ 
ander to defire him, that he would fend 
him his Son for an Hoftage. • For Alex¬ 
ander had a Spn of a good bignefs, and 
very perfonable. But he fufpeCting that 
Maxentius did not defire his Son, to make 
an Hoftage of him, but to deceive him, 
he deny a his requeft. But after that, 
when Maxentius fent other Agents to him 
to take him off by Stratagems and Wiles, 
the Plot was difcover’d; and then the 
G 4 Sol- 
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Soldiers having gotten a good opportuni¬ 
ty to rebel, conferr’d the Purple Robe 
upon Alexander , though he were not one- 
Jy a Phrygian born, but a fearful, coward¬ 
ly man, and one that was unfit for any 
difficult undertaking , befides his being 
Old. 

At that time there happen’d a fire at 
Rowe (whether it came out of the Air, 
or the Earth, is uncertain ) which caught 
in the Temple of Fortune ; and whilft the 
People ran together to put it out, a cer¬ 
tain Soldier that was there fpeaking bla- 
fphemy againll the Goddefs, the Com¬ 
monalty kill’d him out of their zeal: 
which caus’d a mutiny among the Sol¬ 
diers, who were like to have deftroy’d 
the whole City, had not Maxentius foon 
appeafed their fury. 

After thefe things Maxentius fought all 
occafions to wage a War with Conflanti- 
nus ; and pretending grief for his Fathers 
death, which Conftantinus was the caufe 
of, he defign’d to go toward Rhetia, 
which is near both to Gallia and Illyricum 
too. For he dream’d that he Ihould fub- 
due Dalmatia and Illyricum by the aflift- 
ance of the Generals in thofe parts, and 
with the help of Licinnius’s Army. But 
though he had thefe Affairs in his thoughts, 
yet he conceiv’d it was better for him 

to 
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to fettle matters in Africa firff. Whereupon 
having raifed an Army of men, and made 
Rufus Volufianus , Prefed of the Court, 
their General, he fent ’em into Africa ; 
but fent Aena alfo, along with Rufus, who 
was a Perfon not onely well skill’d in Mi¬ 
litary Affairs, but alfo cry’d up for. an 
extraordinary affable, courteous man. And 
upon the firft Onlet Alexanders men gave 
way toward another body of Soldiers, to 
whom they and Alexander at laft ran a- 
way together: nor did that other Party 
go off unconquer’d by the Enemy, or he 
himfelf either, for he was taken and ftran- 
gled. 

The War being thus ended, there was 
room enough for Sycophants or Informers 
to impeach (I had almolt faid ) all the 
men of Africa, who were either of good 
Families or Eftates, as friends of. Alexan¬ 
der: nor were they any of ’em fpared, 
but fome of them were put to death, and 
others loft all they had. And after that 
he triumph’d at Rome for the mifchief 
which was done at Carthage.— Now 
this was the ftate of Maxentius s Affairs, 
who did what I have told you, behaving 
himfelf like a Lecher and a Tyrant to all 
the Inhabitants of Italy and even Rome it 
felf. 


In 
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In the mean time Conftantinus who had 
fufpeded him long before, was then much 
more inclined to fight him; therefore 
when he had raifed an Army out of the 
Barbarians, Germans and Celtee whom he 
had conquer’d, and gotten fome out of 
England too, to the number of 90000 
foot and 8000 Horfe in all, he march d 
from the Alps into Italy, and thofe Towns 
that furrender’d, he pafs’d without doing 
’em any damage, but thole that flood out 
he took by dorm. But whilft he pro¬ 
ceeded thus, Maxentius had mufter’d up 
a far ftronger Army; for he had eighty 
thoufand Romans and Italians , all the Tu- 
fcanes upon the Sea-coaft, and forty thou* 
land men from Carthage, befides what the 
Sicilians fent him; infomuch that his whole 
Army confided of 170000 foot and 18000 

Horfe. - 

When they were both fo provided, Ma¬ 
xentius made a Bridg over the Tiber, 
which was not all of a piece from one 
fide to the other but divided into two 
parts, fo that in the middle of the River, 
that which fill’d up the middle of the 
Bridg was made to faden with iron But¬ 
tons, as it were, which might be drawn 
back as oft as a man had a mind to dif- 
joyn it. And he gave the Workmen Or¬ 
der, that as foon as ever they faw Con- 

ftantinc’s 


Book II. of Count ZOSIMUS. 

ftantine’s Army upon the jun&ure of the 
Bridg, that they Ihould draw back the 
Buttons anddifiolve the Bridg, fo that the 
Enemy who dood upon it might fall 

^ ver ‘ And this Maxentius de¬ 
viled. 

But Conftantinus marching on with his 
Army to Rome he pitch'd his Camp in 
a field before the City, that is broad and 
therefore convenient for Horfemen. Whilft 
in the mean time Maxentius (hut himfelf 
up within the Walls and facrificed to the 
Gods, befides that he confulted the Sooth- 
layers and the Sibylline Oracles too a- 
bout the event of the War. And finding 
a Predidion, thatfaid. Whoever Defign’d 
any harm to the Romans, Ihould die a mife- 
table Death, he took it upon himfelf, be- 
caufe he kept out thofe that came againft 
Rome, and would have fain taken it. And 
indeed it prey’d true. For when Maxen¬ 
tius brought forth his Army before Rome, 
and was going over the Bridg that him- 
lelt had made, an infinite number of Owls 
flew down and cover’d the Wall. Which 
when Conftantinus faw, he bad his men 
ftand to their Arms. And as the two 
Armies flood one againft the other. Con - 
ftantine fent in his Horfe upon that of the 
Enemy : who made fuch a brisk attaque 
that they routed ’em. And when the 
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fign was given to the Foot, they likewife 
march’d in good order toward the Ene¬ 
my. And having engaged in a (mart Bat¬ 
tel ; the Romans themfelves and their Al¬ 
lies out of Italy were very loth to ha¬ 
zard themfelves, becaufe they wifh’d to 
be deliver’d from that bitter Tyranny 
which they were then under: though 
the other Soldiers were flain in great num¬ 
bers, being either trod to pieces by the 
Horfe, or kill’d by the Foot. For, though 
as long as the Horfe flood their ground, 
Maxentius had fome hopes , yet when 
they gave way, he ran along with the 
reft over a Bridg into the City. But the 
Rafters being not ftrong enough to bear 
fo great a weight, they broke, fo that 
Maxentius and all the others were carry’d 
by the ftream down the River. 

When the news of this Vidtory came in¬ 
to the City, no man durft {hew any joy for 
what was done, becaufe fome thought the 
report was falfe. But when Maxentius s 
head was brought in upon a Spear, they 
turn’d their fear and dejedlion into all joy 
and pleafure. And upon this occafion 
Conjlantinus punilh’d but very few and 
they were lome of Maxentius’ s beft 
Friends; but he took off all the Prxtorian 
Soldiers and demolilh’d the Forts where 
they ufed to keep. At laft when he had 
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fetled all things in the City, he went to¬ 
ward Gallia Celtka. But by the way he 
lent for Licinnius to Millain and gave him 
his Sifter Conftantia in marriage, whom 
he had promifed him formerly, when he 
had a mind to make him joyn with him 
againft Maxentius ; And when that Solem¬ 
nity was over, Conjlantine march’d on to¬ 
ward the Celtce. Nor was it long before 
the Civil Wars broke out between Licin¬ 
nius and Maximianus , who had a {harp en¬ 
gagement in lllyricum , wherein at firft 
Licinnius feemed to have the worft of it; 
but prefently afterward he rallied again, 
and put Maximianus to the run: Who 
travelling through the Eaft into Egypt , 
in hopes to get men enough to renew the 
War, he died at Tarfus. 

The Empire being thus devolv’d upon 
Conjlantine and Licinnius , they two in a 
little time fell out: not that Licinnius 
gave any occafion for it, but Conjlantine , 
as he ufed to do, fhew’d himfelf unfaith¬ 
ful in what he had agreed to, by his en¬ 
deavour to alienate fome Nations that be¬ 
long’d to Licinnius’ s Dominions. And by 
that means they broke out into an open 
quarrel, and both prepared th:ir Armies 
for a fight. Licinnius made his Rendez- 
vouz at Cibalis , which is a City of Panno- 
n'tay lying upon an Hill: to which the 

way 
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way is fteep and narrow, and five furlongs 
in breadth. In which Road or Avenue 
there is a deep Fenn that lies very near 
the greateft part of it; and the reft of it 
is mountainous, wherein there is an hil¬ 
lock, upon which the City ftands. But 
from thence there is a lpacious Plain, 
which entertains the Eye with an infinite 
Profpedt. Now upon this did Licinnius 
encamp, and fpread the body of his Army 
all along under the Hill, left he fhould 
feem too weak for the Enemy, in the 
Wings. And Conjlantine in the mean time 
drew up his men near the Mountain, 
placing the Horfe in the Front. For he 
thought that the belt way, left the Ene¬ 
my mould fall upon the Foot, who mo¬ 
ved but llowly, and hinder their march¬ 
ing forward.— When he had fo done, he 
prefently made the attaque, gave the fig- 
nal and went againft the Enemies. And 
fo the fight began, which was the fierceft 
(I had almoft faid ) that ever was. For 
when each fide had fliot their Darts, they 
fought a long time with Spears and Ja¬ 
velins ; and alter they had fought from 
Morning to Night, the right Wing, which 
Conjlantine commanded, had the better 
on’t. And thereupon the Enemy being 
put to flight, Licinnius s men, when they 
faw him mounted, and ready to run a' 

way. 
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way, durft not ftay to eat their Suppers; 
but left their Cartel and all their other 
provifions behind: onely they took as 
much Vi&uals as would latisfie their hun¬ 
ger for one Night, and fo march’d along 
with Licinnius in all hafte to Sirmium; 
which is a City of Pantionia, by which 
there runs a River on both Tides of it, 
and difcharges it felf into the Ijler. And 
as he pafied this Town, he broke down 
the Bridg over the River, and fo march’d 
on, with an intention to raife men in 
Thrace. 

When Conjlantinus had taken Cilalis , 
and Sirmium , and all the other Towns 
that Licinnius ran away from, he fent five 
thoufand men in purfuit of him. But 
they being ignorant what way he took, 
could not overtake him. Yet Conftanti- 
ms having re-built the Bridg over Saus, 
which Licinnius had broken down , 
was with his Army almoft at his heels. 
And when he was got over into Thrace, 
he arrived at the Plain where Licinnius 
lay encamp’d. Where , the fame Night 
that he came, he marfliaU’d his Army 
and gave Orders, that his Soldiers fhould 
be ready to fight as foon as it was Day. 
But when it was light, Licinnius , feeing 
Conjlantinus with his Army, put his men 
alfo in array, having Valens, whom he 
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Med Cefar for his Ally, ever fmcehefled 
from Cibalu. And when the two Armies 
engaged , they firlt fought with Bows 
at a diftance: but when their Arrows 
were fpent, they fell on with Javelins 
and Ponyards. So that the fight conti¬ 
nued very fierce for a good while, till 
thofe whom Confiantinus had lent to pur- 
fue Licinnius , came down from a riling 
ground upon the Armies whilft they were 
at it. But they wheeled about an Hill, 
before they got to them, becaule they 
thought it bell to joyn their own Party 
from the higher ground, and fo begird 
the Enemy. But Licinnius s men were a- 
vvare of ’em, and fought it out bravely 
againft ’em all; fo that many thoufands 
were flain on both fides, ana the Battel 
was equal, till the fign was given for 
’em both to draw ofE 

The next Day they made a Truce, 
and thought fit tp enter into League and 
Alliance one with the other; upon Con¬ 
dition, that Confiantinus Ihould have the 
Government of lllyricum, and all the Na¬ 
tions beyond it, dnd Licinnius Ihould 
have Thrace , the Eaft, and all beyond 
that: but that Falens , whom Licinnius 
had made Cefar , Ihould be put to Death, 
becaule (I fuppofe ) he was faid to be the 
author of all the mifehief which had 

happen'd. 
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happen’d. Which when they had done, 
and taken Oaths on both fides to obferve 
thofe Conditions, to make the Obligation 
of keeping their promiles the ftronger, 
Confiantinus made Crifpus (his Son by a 
Concubine called Minervina ) who Was 
yet but a Youth ; and alfo Coufiantznus, 
who was born but a few days before at 
Arelatum , Cizfars. And at the fame time 
Licinnianus , Son to Licinnius , who was 
twenty years of Age, was declared Cce- 
far. And this was the end of the fecond 
War. 

But when Confiantinus heard, that the 
Sauromattz , who lived upon the Fenn, 
Meotis, had pafs’d the Ifther in Boats, and 
pillaged his Territories, he led his Army 
againft ’em. And the Barbarians on the 
other hand met him, with their King 
fimodus ; and firft the Sauromat £ attaqued 
a Town, which had a fufficient Garilon 
in it, but the Wall of it was built partly 
of ftone (from the ground upward ) and 
partly (toward the top) of Wood. Whefe- 
iore the Sauromatte thought they might 
eafily take the Town, if they burnt all 
the wooden part of the Wall; and to that 
end put fire to it, whilft, in the mean 
time, they lliot at thofe that ftood upon 
the Walls. But they that were upon the 
Walls threw Darts and ftones down upon 
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the Barbarians and kill’d ’em ; fo that 
when Conflantinus came, and fell upon ’em 
from an higher ground, he flew many of 
’em, cook more alive, and put the reft to 
flight. Upon which occafion Raujimodus 
having loft moll part of his Army, took 
lhipping and crofs’d the Ifter, with an in¬ 
tention once more to plunder the Roman 
Dominions. Which when Conflantinus 
heard of, he follow’d him over the Jfler, 
and fee upon ’em in a thick Wood upon 
an Hill to which they were fled, where 
he kill’d many of ’em, among whom Ratt- 
ftmodus was one. But he alfo took many 
alive, and gave quarter to the reft that 
were willing to comply; fo that he re¬ 
turn’d to the Head-quarters with a great 
number of Captives. 

But he diftributed them into the feve- 
ral Cities, and then came to 1 heflalonica, 
where having made a Port or Harbour 
(for there never was one in that place 
before) he made new preparations for a 
War againft Licinnius. In order where- 
unto he fitted out two hundred Ships or 
Galleys of War with thirty Oars apiece, 
befidcs above two thoufand Ships of bur¬ 
then, rais’d one hundred and twenty thou¬ 
fand Foot, and of Horfemen and Seamen 
ten thoufand. Licinnius hearing that Con- 
Jiantinus was fo well prepar’d, fent Mef- 

fengers 


99 


Book II. of Count TL OS IM U S. 

fengers into all Nations, to command ’em 
to prepare a fufficient number of men for the 
Navy, befides their Horfe and Foot. And 
thereupon the Egyptians immediately lent 
out eighty Galleys; the Phoenicians , as 
many more; and the Jonians and Dorians 
of Afia, fixty: the Cyprians, thirty, the 
Carians, twenty, the Bythinians , thirty, 
and the Africans, fifty. And of Foot Sol¬ 
diers he had near i ycooo. but of Horfe 
onely 15000. which were fent him out 
of Phrygia and Cappadocia . Now Conflan- 
tine's Ships lay at Piraeus, and Licinnius's 
in the Hellsjpont. And when they had 
both thus fetled the Affairs of their Sea 
and their Land Forces, Licinnius was en¬ 
camp’d at Adrianople in Thrace ; whilft 
Conflantinus fent for his Navy from Pirae¬ 
us, which was built and man’d, for the 
molt part, out of Greece. And marching 
with his Foot Army from Theffalonica, he 
encamped upon the bank of the River He¬ 
ir us, which runs by Adrianople on the left 
hand. And at the fame time Licinnius 
fet his men in Battalia from a Mountain 
which is above the Town the length of 
two hundred furlongs, even to that place 
where another River joyns with the He¬ 
ir us, and fo the Armies continued one 
againft another for many days. But Con - 
ftantims obferving where the River was 
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narrowed, he found out this contrivance. 
He order’d his Soldiers to bring Trees 
from the Mountain, and tie Ropes about 
’em, as if he defign’d to make a Bridg 
upon the River, whereby to get over his 
Army. With which invention he out¬ 
witted his Enemies, and going up into an 
Hili, where there were thick Woods, e- 
nough to hide any body that was in ’em, 
he planted there of foot Bowmen five 
thouland, and eight hundred Horfe. And 
having fo done," he took twelve Horfe- 
men, and with them marching over the 
Hebrus in the narrow place, where it is 
moll fordable, he furprifed the Enemy; 
infomuch that fome were kill’d and many 
fled as faft as they could, whilft others 
who were amazed at his unexpedted ap¬ 
proach, flood gaping with Wonder, how 
he fhould come fo fuddenly over. But 
in the mean time whilft the Horfe, and 
the reft of the Army pafs’d the River for 
fecurity , there was a great (laughter a- 
mong ’em. For there fell near thirty four 
thoufand men; and about Sunfet Conftant'm 
took their Camp, whilft Licinnius with 
all his Forces that he,could mufter up, 
haften’d through Thrace to his Navy. 

As (oon as it was Day, all Ltcitwins s 
Army, or as many of ’em, as had fled in¬ 
to the Mountain, or the Valleys therea¬ 
bout, 
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bout, furrendered themfelves to Conftanti - 
mts, together with thofe that Licinnius , 
for hafte, had left behind him. But when 
Licinnius was got to Bhantium , Conftanti- 
nus follow’d him, and befieged the City, 
when his Navy was now come from Fi¬ 
nes m (as I told you) and lay in Mace¬ 
donia. Wherefore he fent to his Admi¬ 
rals, and order’d that the Ships fhould 
fail into the FTellefpont. And when they 
came, according to his command. Con¬ 
ftanti tins'$ Sea Officers thought fit to en¬ 
gage with not above eighty of their bed 
Sailers ( which were Galleys of thirty 
Oars apiece ) becaufc the place was too 
narrow to receive a greater number. But 
Abantus , who was Licinnius' s Admiral, 
fet out with two hundred Ships, and de- 
l'pifed the finalnefs of his Enemies num¬ 
ber, whom he thought he could eafily 
furround. But when the Signals were 
given on both fides, and they came ftem 
to ftem; C onft ant inns s Seamen did ma¬ 
nage their Ships (o as to engage in very 
good order. But Abantus (ailing without 
any method againft the Enemy, his Ships 
being in fuch a ftraight place fell foul up¬ 
on one another, and were expofed in fome 
meafure to the Enemy .partly to be drown’d 
and partly to be other wife deftroy’d. In 

H 3 fine. 
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fine, a great many men were thrown over¬ 
board, tiil night came and put an end to 
the fight. So the one Navy put in at E- 
isus m Thrace , and the other at the sEan- 
thm Harbour. And the next Day whilft 
the Wind blew hard at North, Alantm 
put iorth from the AEantian Port and 
made ready for a Sea fight. But becaufe 
thofe Galleys of fifty Oars apiece, which 
lay in the mouth of the He lief font , were 
come to Elens by Order of the Admirals, 
Abanins was affrighted at the number of 
Ships and flood debating, whether he 
ihouid let Sail againfl the Enemy or no. 
But about Noon the North-Wind was al¬ 
lay d, and the South-Wind blew lo vio¬ 
lently,that when Licinnius %Navy lay upon 
the Afar. Coafl, it ran fome on ground, 
bilg’d feme againfl the Rocks, and funk 
others, men and all: fb that five thou- 
iand men were loft , befides otic hundred 
and thirty Ships full of men, which Li- 
chiatus had lent out of Thrace into A/la 
with part of his Army, becaufe Bizantium 
was too little to contain all thofe who 
were befieged with Licinnius . But when 
Licinnius was fled into Afia with four 
Ships and the Sea fight was thus at an 
end: as alfo, that the Ships were come in¬ 
to the Hellefpont, and had brought all 

forts 
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forts of Commodities , and great ftore of 
provifions to Conjianthe'. s Officers, they 
weigh’d Anchor with the whole Navy, to 
go and join with thofe that befieged Bi¬ 
zantium, and inciofe the City even by Sea 
alfb. But Li annul s'§ Foot were not able 
to endure fo much as the very fight of 
inch a Navy, and therefore got ’em Ships 
and failed away for Elens. 

In the mean time Conjlantine continu’d 
clofe at the Siege, and made a Mound as 
high as the Wall (upon which he planted 
Wooden Towers , higher than the Wall, 
from which his Soldiers ihot thofe who 
defended the Wall) that he might with 
more fecurity bring Rams and other En¬ 
gines of War near to it, and by that 
means he thought fure enough to take 
the City. At which Licinnius being ftart- 
led and not knowing what to think, he 
refolv’d to leave Bizantium and the weaker 
part of his Army in it, and onely take a- 
long with him fuch men as were fit for 
lervice, and had given him demenftrati- 
ons of their love to him, and fo make 
what hafte he could into Ch alee don in 
Bithynia. For he believ’d he might raife 
an Army in Afia and try another En¬ 
gagement with" his Enemies. Where¬ 
fore arriving at Chalcedon, and having 
made Martinianus who was Captain of 

H 4 the 
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the Court Guards (whom the Romans call 
Magi/ter Ofctorum) his Accomplice and 
Partner in the dangerous Entcrprife, he 
declared him Caefar and fent him with an 
Army to Lampjacus, to hinder the Ene¬ 
mies paffage from 1 brace into Hellefpont, 
whilft he himfclf polled his own men 
upon the Hills, and Avenues about Chal- 
cedon. 

And whilft Lich»ius was intent upon 
thefe matters, Conjlantine who had a great 
number of Ships for burthen as well as 
War, and had a mind with them to crofs 
over and pollefs himfelf of the other (bore, 
fearing left the Bithynian Coaft might be 
inaccelfible to Ships of burthen efpecially, 
he immediacey built Skiffs and other 
Boats, and with them he failed to the holy 
Tremontory , as they call it, which lies 
upon the mouth of Pontus, two hundred 
furlongs from Cl: alee don. And there he 
landed his Army; which when he had 
done, he went upon certain Hills hard 
by to fet ’em in Array. At which time 
Licinnius , though he law that Bithynia 
was already in the Enemies hands, yet 
was a man fo harden’d by Danger that he 
lent for Martini anas from Lampjacus, and 
to encourage his men to fight, told ’em 
he himfelf would lead ’em. And when he 
had laid what he thought neceflary to 
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’em, he drew ’em into Battalia, and march¬ 
ing out of the City he met the Enemy 
who were ready for him. And after a 
iharpe Engagement between Cbalcedcn and 
the Holy Promontory, Conjt an tines fide had 
much the better on t; tor they fell upon 
the Enemy with fuch vigour and made 
fuch a flaughtcr of ’em, that of an hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand men, Icarce thir¬ 
ty thoufand efcaped. Which when the 
Bizantines heard of, immediately they 
threw open their Gates to receive Confian- 
tirns, as the Chalcedonians atfo did. Bur 
Licinnius having receiv’d this Overthrow 
went for Sicomedia with what Horfe he 
had left him, and fome few Thoufands 
of Foot. 

Juft at this time a certain Perf,an cal¬ 
led Hormifdas, of the Royal Family, came 
over to Conjlantine for refuge upon this 

account.- His Father had been King 

.of Per fa, and on a time was celebrating 
Jus.own Birth-day after the Perfan way, 
when Hormifdas came into the Palace and 
brought .with ljim a great deal of Veni- 
fon. Bu& the Quells that were at the 
Feaft not riling up and. paying him the 
refpeft and honour due to him, he was 
very angry and told ’em, he would pu- 
nilh ’em with Marjyass Death. Which 
laying a great many of *em did not un- 
u derftand. 
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derftand , becaufe it related co a Forein 
Story : but onely one Perfian among ’em, 
who had lived in Phrygia , and heard the 
{lory of Marjyas , explain’d the meaning 
of Hormifdas' s Menace to ’em, as they 
fate at Table. Wherefore they laid up 
Hormifdas s Menace in their memories, 
and when his Father happened to die , 
they remember’d what he had threaten’d, 
and fo chofc his younger Brother King, 
though the elder iliould have had the pre¬ 
ference according to Law above all the 
Kings Children: Nor only that; but they 
lhackled Hormifdas and kept him upon a 
certain Hill which lies before the City. 
But when fome time had pafs’d, his Wife 
contrived his efcape in this manner. She 
got a great Fifli, and put a File into his 
belly, and then folving him up again 
deliver’d it to the moft faithful Eunuch 
that (lie had, with a ll: riff charge to tell 
Hormifdas, he mu ft eat that Fifli when no 
body was by , and ufe that which he 
found in his belly in order to his efcape. 
And when Ihe had thus contrived it, lhe 
fent out feveral Camels loaden with Wine, 
and a deal of Provifton, to entertain her 
Husbands Keepers. And whilft the Kee¬ 
pers were merry at the Feaft which lhe 
made for ’em; Hormifdas cut up the Fifh 
and found the File; with which when he 

had 
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had cut off the lhackles that were upon his 
Legs, he put on the Eunuchs Robe and 
went away through the middle of the 
Keepers, who were by that time Drunk; 
and taking one of the Eunuchs along with 
him he fled to the King of Armenia who 
was his Friend and Hoft. And by this 
means he got away fafe to Conftantine, who 
thought fit to Ihew him all the refpeft and 
kindnefs imaginable. And fo much for 
that. 


But when Conftantinus befieged Licin- 
nius at Nicomedia alio, he knew not what 
to do, becaufe he was fenfible he had not 
an Army fit co fight, and therefore going 
out of the City, he fubmitted himfelf to 
Ccnfiantine and brought him the Purple 
Robe, proclaimed him Emperor and Lord, 
and ask’d pardon for what was paft. For 
he prefumed he lhould certainly efcape with 
life, becaufe C enfant inns had fworn to his 
Wife that he lhould. But Conflantinus de¬ 
liver’d Martiniamts to the Guards for them 


to kill, and fent Licimius into Thef 'alonica, 

as if he were to live there in fecurity; but 

not long after he broke his Oath ( which 

* was an ufual thing with Conflanthe ) and*—If all be 

caus’d him to be hang’d. * rue **l at 

thers fav of 


Conftantint 9 

then Zofmus his no reafon to fix the Crime of Perjury upon him j 
becaufe he did not feem fo much to break an Oath and Promife, a» 


to 


But 
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to punifh the breach of it in Licinnius , who after fo many Victo¬ 
ries gain’d by Confiantine, when he was in a defperare low Condition, 
let (lip no occafion to recover that Empire which he was deprived of 
by the juft fentence of Victory, but contrived all ways he could to 
make ill returns for Eusrgetes kindnefs, as Euftb. fays in his life of 
Conffantinej 1. c«41* & Theodor . I, i. c. 7 . To which you may add 

this alfo, that ticinnivs hated Chriftians, as much as Conjiantine loved 
’em, and confequently could not endure to fee them expos’d to inju¬ 
ries whom he favour’d. Nor let any one Objeft, that thefe Authors 
are not to be credited, becaufe they were partial * bccaufe Zofi/nm 
himfelf cannot be excus'd in that Poinc, as being a fworn Enemy to 
Chriftianity, and a great bigot in the Heachenifti Religion. 


But when the whole Empire was folely 
in Con]} ax tines hands, he no longer con¬ 
cealed his ill Nature, and vicious inclina¬ 
tions, but did what he pleas’d without 
controul. But he ufed indeed his former 
Country way of Wor- 

* Among the Ini peril! Lawsor ILdifts ihin though not * onr 

this is one which Eup'o. mentions, 1 .1 o. n J », u » n 0C 0UC 

C.$. — Tlur every one may apply Or honour Or Venera- 
himfelf to what way of Worlhip he t j on f Q muc h aS necef- 
thinks fuitable co his own reafon. —• r . , * r . 

And therefore though he did not “ty* And uieretore he 
abolifh the old Heathen Ceremonies believed the SoothCiy- 
of his Country at that time, yet he i , vn /rr 

favour’d the Chriftians moft, and ^ “O W efc expert 

gave ’em their liberty which almoft in their Art, as men 

a ' 1 5* h “ En ?f r , 0l l be / ore him had that had told him truth 

ufed to deprive’em of. 

concerning all the great 
Actions that ever he did. But when he 
came to Rome , lie was full of Pride and 
Arrogance, but thought fit to begin his 
impious pranks fifft at home. For he 
kill’d his vSon Crifpus, ftiled ( as I told 
you) Cnfar, upon fufpicion that he lay 

with 
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with his Mother-in law Faufta , without 
any confederation of natural Duty. And 
when his Mother Helena exprefsd much 
forrow for what he had done, lamenting 
moft bitterly the young mans Death, Con- 
Jlantinus , under pretence of comforting 
"her, made the Remedy worfe than the 
Difcafe. For having caufed a Bath to 
be heated more than ordinary, and ftiuc 
Faufta up in it, he in a while after 
cook her out dead. Of which being con- 
feious to himfelf, as alfo of breaking his 
Oath , he went to the Priefts to be 
purg’d from his Crimes. But they told 
him there was no manner of Luftration 
or Purgation that was fufficient to clear 
him from fuch enormities; and then a Spa¬ 
niard, called /Egyptws, who was there at 
Rome, very familiar with the Court La¬ 
dies, coming to difeourfe with Conjian¬ 
tine, allur’d him, that the Chriftian Do¬ 
ctrine would reach him how to cleanfe 
himfelf from all his offences; and would 
promife him, that all wicked men who 
receiv’d it, were immediately abfolv’d from 
all their fins. Which Conjiantine had no 
fooner heard, but he eafily believ’d what 
was told him, and leaving his own Coun¬ 
try Ceremonies, receiv’d thofe that FEgyp- 
tm offer’d to him, and for the firft m- 
ftance of his Impiety hefufpeCted the truth 



o 
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of Divination. For fince a great many for¬ 
tunate Chances were thereby foretold 
him, and really came to pals according 
to the Prediction, he was afraid, left that 
others might be told one thing or other 
that iliould foil out unluckily to him; 
and for that realbn apply’d himfelf to¬ 
ward the abolifhing of all fuch things. 
And upon an ufual Feaft-day when the 
Army was to go up into the Capitol, he 
reproach’d that Solemnity of their going 
up very impudently; and treading the 
holy Ceremonies, as it were, under his 
feet, incurr’d the hatred of the Senate and 
People. 

But being unable to endure the Curfes 
of almoft all the City, he look’d out for 
another City as big as Rome , where he 
might build himfelf a Palace; and there¬ 
fore when he was between Troas and old 
Ilium , he found a place convenient to 
build a City in, where he laid a founda¬ 
tion, and made fome part of a Wall to a 
pretty heighth, which is to be been to 
this Day by thofe that fail toward the 
Hsllefpcnt. But afterward thinking bet¬ 
ter ot it, he left that Work unfinillfd and 
went to Byzantium ; where he admired 
the fituation of the place, and therefore 
refolv’d when he had enlarged it exceeding¬ 
ly, to make it a fit Seat for an Emperor to 

live 
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live in. For the City lies upon a rifing 
ground, which is part of that Ifthmus, 
which Ceras and Propontis, two arms of 
the Sea on each fide inclofe. And it for¬ 
merly had a Gate juft at the end of the 
Porticos which Sever us the Emperor built 
after he was reconciled to the Byzantines , 
who had provoked his anger by admit¬ 
ting his Enemy Niger into their City. At 
which time alfo the Wall went down from 
the Weft fide of the Hill as for as Ve¬ 
nus s Temple, even to the Sea fide, which 
is oppofite to Cbryfopolis. And fo, on 
the North fide of the Hill it went down 
after the fame manner to the Port, which 
they call the Dock , and farther even to 
the Sea-fide, which lies direttly againft 
the pafiage that carries yon into the 
Euxine Sea. And this narrow neck of 
Land between that and Pontus is near 
three hundred furlongs in length. And 
this was the bignels of the old City. But 
Confiantinus built a round Market-place 
where the old Gate was, and encompafled 
it with double-roofed Porticoes , making 
two great Arches of Prteconefian Marble 
one againft another, through which there 
was a pafiage into Sever us s Porticoes, 
and out of the old City. But having a 
mind to make the City a great deal 
larger, he made a Wall about it that was 

fifteen 
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fifteen furlongs beyond the old one, and 
took in all the Jjthmus from Sea to Sea. 
And when he had made the City in this 
manner much larger than before, he built 
a Paiace not much inferiour to that of 
Rome: and made likewife the Hippodrome 
(where the Horfes ran^ very fine: ta¬ 
king the Temple of Cafter and Pollux in¬ 
to it, whole Statues are now to be feen 
Handing in the Porticoes of the Hippo¬ 
drome , or Horfe-Race. Befides which 
he likewile placed the Tripos , that be¬ 
long’d to Apollo of Delphi , in one part of 
the Hippodrome, which had on it the Image 
of Apollo himfelf. And becaufe there was 
a very great Market-place at Bizantium 
confiding of four Porticoes, at the end of 
one of them, to which there are a great 
many Heps going up , he built two 
Temples, and in the one of ’em he put 
the Statue of. the Mother of the Gods, 
called Rhea, which Jafons Mates had for¬ 
merly fet up in Mount Dindymus, which 
lies about the City of Cyzicum. But they 
fay, that through his negleit of Religion 
he had impair’d it, by taking away the 
Lions on both fidcs, and changing the fi¬ 
gure or the Hands. For whereas it for¬ 
merly leemed to have a Lion in each 
hand, it was now alter’d into a praying 
pofture, looking upon the City and ob- 

ferving. 
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ferving as it were, what men did: In tire 
other Temple he let up the Statue of 
Romes Fortune. And alter that he built 
convenient Houfes for certain Senators 
that follow’d him from Rome. But he en¬ 
gaged in no more War, infomuch that 
when the Thaifalians , which are a Scy¬ 
thian Nation, came upon him with five 
hundred Horfe, he did not onely not lead 
forth his Army againft ’em, but when he 
had loft the greater part of his Soldiers, 
and faw the Enemies plunder all before 
’em even to their Trenches, he was glad 
to fave himfelf by flight. 

But when he was deliver’d from the 
did;rations of War he gave himfelf to 
voluptuoufnefs, but diftributed a Dole of 
Corn among the people of Bizantium , 
which is continu’d even to this Day. 

And as he laid out the publick Treafure 
upon unnecefTary and unprofitable Stru¬ 
ctures, lb he built fome, that in a Ihort 
time were pull’d down again, becaufe they 
were erected in hafte and confequently 
not like to laft long. He alfo made a 
great buftle and changed the ancient Ma« 
giftracy. For whereas before that time 
there had been two Prefects of the Court, 
whofe power was equal,not only the Court- 
Soldiers were under their care and con¬ 
duit, but thofe alfo who had the charge 

I of 
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ot the City with them that lay in the out- 
parts. For he that had the Office of 
Courr-Prefeft, which was cfteemed the 
greateft place of Honour next being Em¬ 
peror ; gave out the Doles of Corn, and 
corrected all Offences in point of military 
Dilcipline with what convenient Penalties 
he thought good. 

But Conftantine alter’d that good Con- 
ftitution, and out of one Office, or Ma- 
giftracy he made four of it. For to one 
of thofe Prefects he committed all E- 
gypt and Pentapolis in Libya, befides all 
the Eaft as far as Mefopotamia , with Cili¬ 
cia, Cappadocia, Armenia, and all the Sea- 
coaft from Pamphilia to Trapezus and the 
Caflles near Pbajis: and to the fame per- 
fon was given all 7brace and Myfia which 
reaches as far as Hemus, Rodope , and the 
Town ot Doberus. He likewife added 
Cyprus, and the Cyclades (Iflands) onely 
Lemnos, and Imlrus, and Samotbrace were 
excepted.-To another he gave Mace¬ 

donia, Theff'aly, Crete and Greece with the 
Iflands thereabout, both Epirufes, the Il¬ 
lyrians, the Dacians , the Triballi and the 
'Pannonians as far as Valeria, befides die 

upper Myfia. -To the third Prefe£t he 

gave all Italy, and Sicily with the adja¬ 
cent Ifles, befides Sardinia and Corfica to¬ 
gether with all Africa from the Syrtes or 
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Quick-fands as far as Cyrene, To the fourth 
he committed the Celtce, who lived be¬ 


yond the Alps, as alfo tl 
the Britilli Ifland which 
is England. And * ha¬ 
ving thus divided the 
Power of thofe Prefers, 
he fludied other ways 
alfo to lefleti their Au¬ 
thority. For whereas 
there ufed to be in all 
places Centurions, Tri¬ 
bunes, and Generals, he 
made certain Officers 
called Magiflri Mill turn, 
one over the Horfc, and 
another over the Foot, 
to whom he gave Autho¬ 
rity to Difcipline the Sol¬ 
diers, and punifh thofe 
thac offended, whereby 
the power of the Pre¬ 
fers was in fome mea- 


lc Spaniards and 

* Zofimus throws the envy of that 
jofenfible decay ; by which the Ro¬ 
man Empire fell to ruin upon Con- 
\lantint but indeed he ought to 
have been mote cautious in what 
he faid; if he would but have confi¬ 
de r’d with himfelf how apt men are, 
who have gain’d the greateft place 
next to their Sovereign, to endea¬ 
vour all they can to engage the 
p.oldiers affettions, and out of hopes 
robe Emperors themfelves to put 
all things out of order. And in* 
deed where the care of both the 
Military Difcipline, and diftnbu- 
ting the publick money is commit, 
ted to one fingle perfon, ’tis odds, 
but he one time or other rakes an 
occalion ro poflefs himfelf of the 
Empire, becaufe he has every thing 
in his power that the fear of pu- 
nifliment or hopes of reward will 
induce the Soldiers to do. Where¬ 
fore Co’-.ftir.tine fortified himfelf 
with thac political faying, viuide 
and Rule • 


lure diminilh’d. Nqw that this was a 
great damage to the publick Affairs both 
in Peace and War, I’ll prove immediately. 
For whilft the Prefects gather’d the Tri¬ 
butes in all places by their Minifters and 
laid them out in Warlike expences , ha¬ 
ving the Soldiers alfo in fubjecHon, who 
fuffer’d for offences according to their di- 

I 2 feretion 
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lcrction, it's very probable the Soldiers 
who confider’d that the hi me perfon who 
gave ’em their pay, inflicted their puniih* 
meat too whenever they offended , durft 
not do contrary to their Duty, out of fear, 
partly, _ left their allowance iliould be ta¬ 
ken off, and partly of prelent correction. 
But now l'uice one is Paymafler, and ano¬ 
ther to look after the Dii'ciplinc, they do 
what they pleafe; not to lay, that the 
greateft part of the Corn or other provi¬ 
sions goes into the General’s or his Servants 
Pockets. 

But befides this Cendanthie did another 
thing too, that gave the Barbarians a free 
pallage into the Reman Dominions. For 
whereas the Roman Empire, by the care 
of Diocletian was fortified ( as I told you ) 
in the mod remote parts of it with Towns 
and Caitles and Forts, where the Soldiers 
lived, and confequently it was impolfible 
for the Barbarians to pals, becaufe there 
was always a lufEcient number of Ene¬ 
mies to withftand ’em; Conftantine de- 
llroy’d that Security , by removing the 
greater part of the Soldiers out of thofe 
Frontier Places, and putting them in Towns 
that wanted no affillance. For he ffrip’d 
them whom the Barbarians opprefled of 
all defence, and plagu’d the- Towns that 
were quiet with a multitude of Soldiers, 

info- 
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infomuch that fome were quite forfaken 
of their Inhabitants. Fie likewife caufed 
his Soldiers to grow effeminate by giving 
themfelves to publick Shows and Plea- 
lures. And to tell you plainly, he was 
the firff caufe, why things were brought 
into that mifcrable flare they now are 
in. 

But I mull not omit to tell you, that 
when he had given his Son Conflantinns, 
as likewife his other two Sons, Conjtan- 
tius and Conjlans the Title of Ctefars , he 
encreafed the City of Conftantinople to 
fuch a vail bigncls, that many of the 
Emperors that have come after him, and 
lived in it, have drawn more men thither 
than are neceflary, who flock to it from 
all parts, either as Soldiers, or Merchants, 
or lomething elfe. Upon which account 
they have made the Walls about it more 
capacious than thofe that Canjlantine built, 
and have permitted the buildings to be 
l'o contiguous, that the Inhabitants whe¬ 
ther at home or in the flrects are llreigh- 
ten’d for room, and walk in danger by 
reafon of the multitude of men and beafts. 
Befides, a great deal of the Sea is turn’d 
into dry Land, where Piles are driven into 
the ground, and Houfes built upon ’em, 
enough to make a good big City of them- 
fclves. 

I 3 
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And truly I have often wondered, fince 
the City of Byzantium is grown lb" great, 
that no other can compare with it either 
in happincis or bignefs, why our Fathers 
had no prophefie concerning its good For¬ 
tune. And having employ’d my thoughts 
a long time about it, turn’d over a great 
many Hiftorians and collections of Oracles, 
and lpent feme time in the explanation of 
them. I at Lift with much ado light up¬ 
on an Oracle , which is attributed to Si- 
'lyl/a Erythuea, or Fhaello of Epirus ( for 
they lay that Ihe being inlpired gave out 
fomc Oracles, upon which Nicomedes, the 
Son of Fruflas relying and interpreting to 
his own advantage, "he by the advice of 
Attains , made War againft his Father Fra 
fas ) and it is this: " 

Then among Sheep-, Oh ! King of Thrace, 

(jhalt dwells 

Bnt breed a favage Lion, fierce and fell, 

llho ail the predut} of thy Land jhall fpoil, 

And reap thy fruitful harveft without toil. 

But then jhalt not enjoy thy Honour long, 

Tiorn by n't Id Dogs, which fall about thee 

( throng. 

Then a mad, hungry , feeping Wolf fait 

(thou 

Awake , to whom thy conquer'd neck fall 

(low. 
Next 
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Next a whole herd of Wolves Bythinias 

( Land 

Shall vex by Jovcs permifion, and that 

( hand 

To whom the Byzantines Obedience yield 
Shall in jhort time her royal Scepter voeild. 
Blefsd Helleipont 1 whoje buildings by the 

( hand 

Of Heaven were rais'd, and by their order 

( Jl and. 

Tet fall that cruel Wolf my forces fear. 

For all Wights know me, ivho inhabit here. 
My Sires mind I no longer will reveal 
But Heavens intent in Oracles reveal. 
Thrace fall ere long a monftrous birth pro- 

( duce, 

Baneful to all by trail of time and nfe: 

And a fwolnVlcer by the Sea fall grow, 
Which when it breaks , with putrid gore 

( fall flow. 

Now this fame Oracle does, though olv 
lcurely, point out (I hadalmoftfaid) all 
the particular mifehiefs which were to bc- 
fal Bythinia through the heavy Impoil- 
tions that were laid upon ’em: as alfo 
how the Government was to be devolved 
upon them to whom the Byzantines were 
then in fubjeCtion, in thatDiftich ^ 

u 
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confcfs 


mull 

due 


- and the Hand 

'* o nho;n the Byzantines Obedience yield 
Shad in Jhort time her Royal Scepter n eild. 

^iiul though the things foretold did not 
iau out tiii many Ages after; lec not any 
f :U1 ror all that litppole that it was fpo- 
heu ot any other place. For all time is 
inorc m refpedof God, who always is 
and always will be. And this is my con¬ 
jecture both from the words of the Pro- 
pheiie, and the event alia But if any one 
believes there is any other meaning in it, 
iet him enjoy his own thoughts. 

When Conjtantine had done thus, he 
not oncly perpetually waited the Revenue 
oi the Empire in unnecellary Expences, 
anu Prefents, which were bellow'd upon 
unworthy and vile Pcrfons: but he like- 
wiie opprefled thole that paid the Tri¬ 
bute, and enrich'd thole that were of no 
uie or krvice in the Government. For 
■ he miilook Prodigality for Magnificence. 


Icanfhntfriwn 

.excrayjgjnc m his Expences j from vvhcnce arafe that jeer of Julian 
!in ,s Book caked Cvju'es, where he brings in Conjlanti/u as if he were 
,as*d bv .V;t:r r _And what do you think is a commendable thing ? 
-deaf-nyly 11 ’ ,a >‘ s CfinJiMUnt, wha has a great deal fhould give a great 


He alio laid a Tax of Gold and Silver up¬ 
on all Merchants, and Tradesmen even to 

the 
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the meaneft of all: * nor 

, . . , r ,• i * Sec Evagrms l. 3 . Mft. EctL c. 

did he ipare 10 much as _ where he mightily commends 

the pooreil Whore. In- Amdafus, in whefe Reign this 
fomuch chat upon the re 

turn ot every fourth year, that Cor.[iantine was the Author of 

when rhe T i\ was to be Jt > in thefe words :- Who would 

when tlic ia\ was to oe wonder thac th : s be done 

paid , 3 111311 could near j n the very inftittcy of Chriftiani- 

nothing but lamentation ty. when his Holinefs the Pope 
, 0 t • ^1 fuffers the very fame things even 

ana complaints through no v lt is grown toriper “ ears? 

all the whole City. And 
when the time came, there was nothing 
but Whips and Torments provided for 
them who by rcafon of their extream po¬ 
verty could not pay the money. Nay, 

Mothers were fain to part with their 
Children, and Fathers to proftitute their 
Daughters, for money to iatisfie the Col- 
lefto^s of this Gold and Silver exa&ion. 

And becaufe he had a mind to invent 
fome plague for the richer fort of People, 
he call'd’em all forth and made’em Prae¬ 
tors, for which Dignity he demanded of 
’em a vafl fumof money. For which rea- 
Ion, when they whofe bufinefs it was to 
manage this Affair came into any of the 
Cities, you might fee the People run ail 
away into other Countrcys, for fear of 
gaining that honour with the lofs of all 
they had. Now he had a Particular of 
all the befl Eftates, and fo impofed a Tri¬ 
bute upon each one of ’e/n, which he caU 
r lei 
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led, a Purfe. And with fuch Exactions he 
exhaufted all the Towns : for they en¬ 
dur’d lb long even after Conftantine's time, 
that the Money was all drain’d clear out 
of the Cities and many of ’em forlaken by 
the Inhabitants. 

When Conftantine had opprefs’d and 
plagued the Government all thefe feverai 
ways, he died of a Diflemper, and his 
Sons fucceeded him who were three of 
’em ( not begotten of Faufta the Daughter 
of Herculius Maximianus, but of another 
Woman, whom he had put to Death for 
Adultery) but they devoted themfelves 
to the plealures of Youth more than to 
publick Service. For in the firft place 
they divide the Nations among ’em, of 
which Conftantine the eldeft and Confians 
the youngeft had all beyond the Alps to¬ 
gether with Italy and lllyricum, for their 
ihare : as alio all the Countreys upon 
the Buxine Sea, and whatever belong’d 
to Carthage in Africa : whereas Confian - 
tuts had all Afia, the Eaft and Egypt. But 
there were alfo others that were a kind 
of Partners in the Government, as Dal 
matt us , whom Conftantine made Cafar , 
Conflan tins his Brother and Analallianas, 
who all wore a Purple Robe with golden 
Guards, and were promoted to the Order 
of Iftolilifimate ( as they call it) or No- 
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bility by Conftantine himfelf, out of refpedfc 
to their being of his Family. 

But when the Empire was thus divi¬ 
ded, Conftantias who feemed to take pains 
not to fall ihort of his Fathers impiety, 
began at home to prove himfelf a Man 
by fpilling the blood of his neareft Rela¬ 
tions. And firft he caufed Conftantias his 
Fathers Brother to be murther’d by the 
Soldiers: nejtt to whom he ferved Dal- 
matins Csfar in the fame kind; as allb 
Optatus, whom Confiantine had raifed to 
the honour of being a Patrician. For 
Confiantine indeed firft introduced that 
Order of Men and made a Law, that 
whoever was a Patrician lliould fit above 
the very Prefects of the Court. At that I 

time allb was Ablabius the Court-Prefedfc 
put to death; and fate was juft in his I 

punilhment, becaufe he contrived how to ; 

murther Sopatrus the Philofopher, out of 
envy that he was fo familiar with Confian¬ 
tine. But as he was unnatural to all his 
Relations, fo Iikewife he put Anahallia- 
nus among the reft, fuborning the Soldiers ! 

to cry out, that they would have no other 
Governours but Conftantini s Children 
onely. And thefe w T ere Conftantius s ex¬ 
ploits. 



In 
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In the mean time Conflantine and Con- 
flans had a difpute concerning that part 
of Africa that belong’d to Carthage , and 
Italy. And Conflans who had a mind to 
furprife his Brother, concealed his ill will 
for three years together, till on a certain 
time when he was got into a Province 
that loved him, he lent Soldiers to him, 
upon pretence to affift him in the War 
againft the Ter flans, but in reality to af- 
faffinate him before he was aware: which 
accordingly they did, and fo kill’d Con¬ 
flantine. 

When Conflans had thus removed his 
Brother out of his way, he excrcifed all 
manner of cruelty towards his Subjefls, 
exceeding the moll intolerable Tyranny. 
For he bought fome well favour’d Barba¬ 
rians, and had others with him as Ho- 
ftages, to whom he gave the liberty to 
do what they pleas’d to his Subjects, in 
order to gratifie his leud Eyes ; and there¬ 
by brought all the Nations that were un¬ 
der him into extream mifery. At which 
the Court-Guards were troubled, and fee¬ 
ing him much given to Hunting, they 
put themfeives under the conduct of Mar- 
celhmis Prefect of the Treafury, and Mag- 
nonius who commanded the Joviani and 
Herculiani (two Legions fo called ) and 
laid a Plot for [him in this manner. Mar¬ 
co//inns 
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celiinus gave out he would keep his Sons 
Birth day, and therefore invited a great 
many ot the Superiour Officers of the 
Arnfy to the Fealt, and among the 
reft Magnentius. And when it was mid¬ 
night (for fo long the Banquet lafted ) 
Magnentius rofc from Table as if he had 
been going about fome neceftary Affair, 
and was not gone long before he came a- 
gain, as it had been in a Play, clothed in 
a Royal Robe and Rood before ’em. 
Whereupon all the Guefis there faluted 
him by the name of King, and all the In¬ 
habitants of Auguftoc/unmn ( for there it 
was that this was done ) were of the fame 
Opinion. But when the report of it was 
gone abroad , the Country people alfo 
flock’d into the City : Whilft at the fame 
time a party of Illyrian Horfe that came 
to fupply the Celtick Legions, were 
joyn’d with thofe that were concern’d in 
this Enterprife. And to fpeak plainly, 
when the Officers of the Army came to¬ 
gether, and heard the Heads of the Con- 
fpiracy cry out firft, they Icarce knew 
what the meaning was, but however they 
all fet up their Throats and faluted Mag¬ 
nentius by the name of Augujlys. Which 
when Conflans heard, he endeavour’d to 
efcape to a certain little Town, called He¬ 
lena, that lies near the Pirenccan Moun¬ 
tains. 
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tains. But he was taken by Gaifon who 
was lent with home other leledt Men up¬ 
on that Errand, and being deflitute of all 
alliftauce, was kill’d. 

When therefore Magnentius had gotten 
the Empire, and was Lord of all the Na¬ 
tions beyond the Alps, befides all Italy, 
Vetravio, General of the Panncnian Army, 
when he heard that Magnentius was pro¬ 
moted to be Emperour, was enflamed 
himlelf with the lame defire, and decla¬ 
red Emperour by the Legions that he had 
there with him, refiding at Murfa, a City 
of Panvcnia. But whilft Adairs flood 
thus, the Perfians plunder’d the Eallcrn 
Country, in Mefepotamia efpecially. But 
Conjlantius though he was worited by 
the Per yet he refolv’d to lubdue 
the factions of Magnentius and Vetra¬ 
nio. 

But whilft he was confidering of thcle 
things, and mighty intent upon his War¬ 
like preparations ( Magnentius being yet 
in Gallia Celtics ) Nepotianus , Cor.ilan - 
tins'e, Nephew by his Siller, whole name 
was Eutropia, mutter'd up a Compa¬ 
ny of mad Fellows, add idled to Rob¬ 
bery and all kind of debauchery, with 
whom he came to Rome, and appear’d in 
an Imperial Garb : But Anicetius , whom 
M.agnentius had made Prefect of the Court, 

arm’d 
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arm’d fome of the common people, and 
drew ’em out of the City, as if he de- 
fign’d they Ihould engage with Nepotia- 
hus, and a lharp Conflidl indeed they had. 

But the Romans, who were undifdplin’d 
and obferv’d no Order, were eafily rout¬ 
ed : and when the Prefed law ’em fly, 
lie fhuc the Gates, for fear the Enemy 
ihould purlue 'em into the City: fo that 
Nepotianus's men follow’d ’em, and be- 
caufe they had no way to elcape, kill’d 
’em every man. But in a few day 7 s after 
Magnentius fent out an Army under the 
Command of Marcellinns, who was Com¬ 
mander of the Court forces (whom they 
call, Magijler Officiorum ) and kill’d Nepo¬ 
tianus . 

In the mean time Conjlantius came out 
of the Eafl againfl Magnentius, but thought 
fit firfl to oblige Vetranio fome way or 
other, becaufe he knew it inconvenient 
to have to do with two Traitors at a 
time. And on the other fide Magnentius 
did what he could to make Vetranio his 
friend, and thereby put an end to the War 
againfl Conjlantius. So they both fent A- 
gents to Vetranio, who chofe to be of 
Conjlantius s fide rather than that of Mag¬ 
nentius. Whereupon Magnentius s Embaf- 
ladours went away without their Errand, 
and Conjlantius defired that both the Ar¬ 
mies 
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mies might meet, to confult pubiickly how 
to manage the War again it Magnentius. 
To which Propolal Vetranio eafily agreed, 
and they two leated themfeives upon a 
Throne provided for that purpofe. Where 
Conjlantius according to his Dignity, fpcak- 
ing firft, took all occafions in his Speech 
to ’em , to mind the Soldiers of his Fa¬ 
thers Munificence, and of the Oaths which 
they had taken to be true to his Chil¬ 
dren. And then he told ’em, they ought 
not to let Magnentius pais unpuniih’d , 
who was the murthercr of Conjlantine's 
Son, wich whom they had fought manv 
Bartels, and been moil generoufly reward¬ 
ed ior ir. Which when the Soldiers heard, 
who had been before hand engaged by 
rich Prefencs, they cry’d ouc, They would 
have no mcck-Empcrors ; and thereupon 
they prelendy itrip’d Vetranio of his Pur¬ 
ple and pull’d him from the Throne ; with 
refolutions to make him live a private life. 
But Conjlantius would not fuffer ’em to 
do him any harm, and therefore lent him 
into Bithynia where he gave him enough 
ro live upon. But he had not lived there 
Jong without any employment, before he 
Uicd. 

Cendant, us feeing his Dcfign againff Ve- 
tratio took lb good an effect, he went a- 
ca lift Mus , but. firft made Qalius 

his 
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his Uncles Son, who was the Brother of 
Julian (chat afterward came to be Empe¬ 
ror) Cefar, and gave him his Sifter Con- 
Jlantia in Marriage; either ia order to his 
oppofing the Perjians , dr ( which was the 
truth of it) to get an opportunity of ta¬ 
king him off. For he and liis Brothers 
were the onely perfons left of Conjlantius' s 
Family, who had kill’d all the reft, as I 
have told you. When therefore he had 
clothed him in a Cefarian Robe, and made 
Lucillianus General for the Perjtan War, 
he march’d toward Magnentius with his 
own and Vetranio' s Soldiers all in one 
body. And Magnentius on the contrary, 
who thought fit to meet him with more 
Forces, declared his kinfrrian Decentius 
( who was to govern the Nations beyond 
the Alps) Cejar. But when the Armies 
met in Pannonia, and came very near one 
another at a Town called Murfa, Magnen¬ 
tius planted an Ambufcade in the avenues 
near Adrana and fent a Mellenger to Con- 
Jlantius’s Officers to retard their motion, 
that they might march into Sifcia , be- 
caufe he intended to fight thereabout, 
where the fields were open and fpacious. 
Which when Conjlantius heard lie was 
very glad of it, that he was to fight in 
a place where there was room enough for 
the Horfe, of which he had more than 

K the 
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the Enemy, and fo led his Army toward 
Sifc/a. Bur as they went along, unarm’d 
and out of order (not thinking what 
would happen) the Troops who lay in 
Ansbuili fell upon ’em and dop’d their 
paffage with hones which they threw 
upon ’em in fuch vaft quantities as that 
they kill’d mod part of ’em. 

_ And now feeing many of his Enemies 
flair., Magnentius was lb proud of tips 
Exploit, that he muder’d up his Forces, 
and would not luffer the War to be de¬ 
lay’d any longer, but march’d immediate¬ 
ly into Pamenta. And when he came to 
the Plains before (that which was former¬ 
ly ) Cius , (through the middle of which 
the River Dram runs, and palling by No- 
ricum and Famionia difcharges it felf into 
the Ifier) he led his men into Pannonia, 
intending to engage near Sirmium. But 
they fay his Mother forbad him to go 
that way, or over into lllyricum, though 
he would not oblerve her directions, not- 
withflanding that he knew Ihe had prov’d 
a true Prophetels to him upon many for¬ 
mer occafions. In the mean while Mag¬ 
nentius deliberated whether he Ihould crols 
the Sans by a Bridg of his own making, 
or joyn his Boats together and fo pals o- 
ver : and at the lame time Confiantius lent 
Philip, who was one of the greateR Men 

about 
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about him, as likewife a Perfon of extra¬ 
ordinary prudence, with a pretence of 
treating concerning Peace and an Alliance, 
but in reality, to obferve the Rate of Mag- 
nentius's Army, and how they Rood af¬ 
fected to fighting, or which way they 
were like to move. Who, when he came 
near to the Camp, met Marcellinus, who 
was Magnentius $ greateR Favourite, and 
went along with him to Magnentius. 
Where after the Army was drawn up, 
Philip was defir’d to tell the reafon of his 
coming. Nor had he fooner receiv’d the 
Order, than applying himfelf to the Sol¬ 
diers, he told ’em, it was not fit for them 
who were Roman Subjects to wage War 
againfi Romans, efpecially when Confian- 
tine’s Son-was Emperor, with whom they 
had ereCted many Trophies againR the 
Barbarians, And as tor Magnentius , he 
ought to remember Confiantine , with all 
the kindnels he had (hewn to him and 
his Parents. For it was Confiantine that 
entertain’d him and promoted him to the 
greateR Dignities, when he was in immi¬ 
nent danger. And having fo faid, he de- 
fired that Magnentius would depart out 
of Italy, and be content to govern all the 
Nations beyond the Alps. 

K * This 
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This Speech of Philip had like to have 
made a mutiny through the whole Army: 
and therefore Magnentius, who was in a 
Iright and had much ado to get the Sol¬ 
diers to hear him Ipeak, told ’em he would 
willingly conclude a Peace too; but laid, 
he would difmils the Allembly for that 
prelent time, till he had confidered what 
to do, and would tell ’em his Opinion 
the next dav. Whereupon the Allembly 
being dilfolv d , Marcelliuus entertain’d 
Ihihp, like one that he had a mind to 
be obliged to by the Laws of Hofpitali- 
ty; \\ h i ft in the mean time Magnentius 
debated with himfelf, whether he lhould 
tend Philip away without the intended 
edech ot his coming, or keep him there, 
contrary to the Law of Embalfies. And 
as he was in difpute about it, he thought 
fit to invite all the Officers of his Army 
to flip with hvm, and tell 'em his Opi¬ 
nion at Ta’.'f . Which when he had done 
tmd tin; xc was Day-light, he called the 
Arp’v together once more, and put ’em 
in mind, what Cor.ftans had done againd 
’em when he was drunk and mad: and 
that the Soldiers could not endure thole 
Enormities, wherewith he opprefled the 
Commonwealth againd .all Law and Ju- 
flice, but enclined to that which was mod 


advantageous to the publick ;^and when 

they 


Book II. of Count ZOS iMUS. 

they had freed the Cities from fuch a fa- 
vage bead, they forced him to be Em¬ 
peror. 

Nor had he made an end of fpeaking 
before they all role up and lhew’d their 
readinefs for carrying on the War; by 
arming themfelves immediately in order 
ro pafs the Saus. Qt whofe approach the 
Sentinels that were upon the Watch in 
Sijcia (a Town that lies upon the Saus ) 
were aware, and gave notice to the Gari- 
fon; who lhoe lbrne of ’em as they were 
landing upon the bank of the River, and 
others, that were acoming over, they 
dopp’d : fo that many of ’em were flain, 
but more were trampled into the River, ei¬ 
ther by one another or by the Enemy. By 
which means there was a great daughter 

c > U ' 

made among ’em; and whild the one 
party fell off the Bcidg as they endear 
tout’d to efcape, the other purlu’d with 
ail fpeed ; fo- that Mague tutus, who was 
reduced to his lad Ihift, had onely this 
way to avoid the prefent danger. He 
duck a Spear in the ground, and with his 
right Hand becken’d to the Enemy as it 
he had a mind to treat for a Peace. Which 
when he faw they liden’d to. He faid he 
would not pafs the Saus ,without the Em¬ 
peror’s leave. Which he had no fooiicr 
Laid, but Philip told him, he mud leave 

K 5 Italy 
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Italy and Noricttm and go into Illyrkum , if 
he would treat of Peace. And then Con- 
ftantius, having heard what they laid, 
commanded his Soldiers not to purliie ’em 
any longer, and permitted Magnentius to 
bring his men over into the Plains be¬ 
tween Noricum, Pannonia , Myfia and Da¬ 
cia: becaule he had a mind to get out 
of thofe rough, cumberiom places, and 
fight where his Horle might have room 
enough to Ihew themfelves; lor he had 
more than the Enemy. And his Defign 
took effeft; lb that he pitch’d upon Ci- 
bahs, which he thought a convenient place 
for his bufinels, it being the lame place 
where Confiamine formerly conquer’d Li- 
cinnius. For that Town having the above 
fituation, which I have told you in my Ac¬ 
count ot thole times, he kept part of his 
Army in it. And when he had railed a 
Biiavark between the Hill where the City 
itands and the Plain where the River Sam 
runs, he enclofed all that part of it which 
is not encompafs’d by the River, with a 
deep Ditch and a thick Mound. And 
then he made a Bridg of Boats over all that 
part that was furrounded by the River, 
which Bridg he could disjoin when he 
pleasd, and put it together again with as 
much eale. And here he let up Tents for 
his Army, and in the middle of all aTenc- 
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Royal which was inferiour to none of the 
Towns thereabout either for bignels or 
Ornament. But at that time the Empe¬ 
ror invited his Officers to a Feaft, at 
which all but Latinus and Thalajfius were 
prefent; but they were not there, though 
they were the Emperors greateft favou¬ 
rites, becaufe they were taking care for 
Philip, whom Magnentius detein’d , not- 
withftanding he was an Embaflador. 

But whilft- they were confulting about 
this Affair, Titianus, a petfon of the Se- 
natorian Order at Rome, came and brought 
a faucy Melfage from Magnentius, For 
he ufed many abfurd expre(Iion$‘ agairift 
Conjlantine and his Children, and charging 
the deftru&ion of the Cities Upon the EmL. 
peror’s negligence; he commanded Con- 
flan tins to make way for Magnentius by 
quitting the Empire, and be content to 
have his life laved. But he oncly defired 
the Gods and Fate to be the revengers 
of Conflans' s Death, faying that he would 
fight with their affiftance, and fo let Ti¬ 
tianus go back again to Magnentius , though 1 
Philip were ftiil in his cuftody, At which 
time Magnentius drew out his Army and 
raking Sifcia upon the firft attaque he 
ra 2 ed it down to the ground. And when' 
he had over run all the Countrey near 
the Sans and carry’d away great fprp 
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he march d toward Sirmium, which he ho¬ 
ped like wife to take without bloodlhed. 
But failing of his attempt (for he was 
beaten off by the Inhabitants and Soldiers 
that were let to guard the Town) he 
went with all his Army to Mur [a. Where 
feeing thole that were in the Town had 
lliut the Gates again A him, and got upon 
the Walls, he could, not tell what to do 
iij the cafe, (becaule lie had no Engines, 
nor any other way to get near the Wall.) 
For he was pelted with Hones and Darts 
by thole that flood and fought from the 
Battlements. Befides which , when Con- 
J}ant ins heard the Town was belieged, he 
came with all his Forces to relieve it, 
having paired by Cilahs and all that 
Country through which the River Draus 
runs. 

In the mean while Magrieniius got nea¬ 
rer unto Murfa and let lire on the 
Gates; thinking that if he could confume 
the Iron that cover'd the Wood ( which 
would foon yield to the flames ) he might 
make a paflage wide enough lor his Army 
to enter the City. But this did not fuc- 
ceed as he would have had it, becaufc 
thofe men that were upon the Wall put 
out the fire with Water which they threw 
down in a great quantity. When there¬ 
fore he heard that Conjtantius was near 

Murfa, 
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Murfa, he found out another ftratagem, 
which was this: There was a certain 
Stadium or place of Exercife, before thq 
City (aflign’d formerly for thofe that ufed. 
to light Prizes); which was all cover’d; 
over with Woods : in which he hid four 
Companies of Celtre, and bad ’em, that, 
when Conjlantiys came up, and - they were 
ready po engage before the City , they 
Ihould fet upon the Enemies at unawares, 
fo as to enqompafs and kill ’em every 
man. But this being difeover’d by them 
that flood ypon the Wal 1, Conjiantius fent 
Scolido.is and Manadas two of his Cap¬ 
tains immediately thither. But firft they 
pick’d out all the choice of their Soldiers 
(as well fuch as wore heavy Armour' 
as Bowmen) out of all thofe that they 
commanded, and taking them along with 
’em {hut up all the Doors belonging tp 
the Stadium. And then having poflels’d 
themfelves of the upper Heps going up, 
to the Stadium , and enclofcd the Soldiers 
that were in it on every fide, they threw 
Darts at ’em. And feeing fome of ’em 
put their Shields over their heads whilA 
they endeavour’d to break open the Doors, 
they fell upon them too, nor did they 
ceafeto throw Darts or cut ’em with their 
Swords till they had kill’d ’em every one. 
And thus Magnentiius projeft being fcp- 

ftrated. 
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ftrated, atid felling out contrary to expe¬ 
ctation, the Armies met and fell to k in 
the Plain before Mur fa ; where there was 
fuch a Battel fought as was not known 
before in the whole courie of this War, 
and many fell on both Tides. 

But ConJlanUtu considering that, this 
being a Civil War, even Victory it Self 
would fcaree be pleafant to him , now 
that the Romans were fo much weaken’d, 
and not able to Withftartd the Barbari¬ 
ans (that attaqued ’em on every fide ) 
after fo great a Slaughter, he began to 
think that thfe War might be ended by 
fomc Propofals of a Peace. And whilst 
he was ruminating upon it, the Armies 
were Still engaged; among whom the 
Magnentian party grew more furious than 
efver; nor would they give over Sighting 
though Night came upon ’em, but even 
their Captains continu’d doing all that be¬ 
came common Soldiers, and encouraging 
the Soldiers to Stand up Stoutly againft 
the Enemy. And fo on the other fide, 
Condantius's Captains call’d to mind the 
ancient courage and glory of the Romans. 
And fo they fought on till it was dark 
Night; nor did they give over for all that, 
but wounded each other with Spears, 
Swords, or any thing elfe that came to 
their hands : infomuch that neither die 

dark- 
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darknefs, nor any thing elfe, that ufes to 
caufe fome refpit in War, could make them 
ceafe to kill each other, but they thought 
it the greatest happinefs that could befall 
’em to peri 111 by one anothers Sides. Arid 
of the Captains, who SheW’d themfelves 
very Stout and brave in this Battel, there 
fell among the reft Arcadius Captain of 
the Legion call’d Alulci , and Menelaiis 
who commanded the Hotfe-Bowmen of Ar¬ 
menia. 

Now it is worth ones while to tell you 
what they fay of this Mmelaus ; and ’tis 
thus: They fay that he would Ivave ta¬ 
ken three Darts at one time, artd at one 
Shot have hit not onely one but three 
mens bodies. By which way of Shooting 
he kill’d a great many of the EnemtfeS 
and was himfdf almoft the caufe of their 
Slight. But he was kill’d by Romulus Who 
was Generaliftimo of all Magnentius's Army; 
and Romulus alio himlelf fell at the fame 
time : Who riiough he were wounded by 
a Dart that Menelaus Shot at him, yet he 
did not give over fighting after he had 
receiv’d the Wound, till he had kill’d the 
man that gave it him. 

And now that Confianiius had the bet¬ 
ter on t, by reaSon that Magnentius's Ar¬ 
my ran away, there was a great Slaugh¬ 
ter 


JM? The Hiftory: ; Book If. 

ter of Men, Horfes , and other Cattel. 
Wherefore Magnentius who was dedicate 
of all hopes, and fearU left the remain- 
ing part of his Army lhould deliver him 
to Conjlant 'tus thought bcft to leave Fan- 
nonia, refolving to make an excurfion in¬ 
to Italy, and there raife men to try his 
fortune once more. Buc when he heard 
that thole of Rq me were all of Conflan- 
fide, either out of hatred to him, 
or becaufe they had heard what had hap¬ 
pen’d in the fight, and concluded to go 
over the Alps, and feek fbme landtuary 
for himfelf among chofe Nations, that live 
thereabouts. But hearing that Con flan- 
tius had obliged the Barbarians about the 
Rhine to be his Enemies, by great Pre¬ 
fects that he had made to ’em , as like- 
wile chat there was no going into France, 
by reafon that fome Officers had flopp'd 
his paflage that way to gratifie Conjlan- 
tius^ ( nor could he go through Spain in¬ 
to the Moors Country, becaufe of chofe 
Roman Allies there who ftudied to ob¬ 
lige Conjlantius ) he was in filch a con- 
fufion, that he preferr’d a voluntary death 
before a difhonourable life, and chofe 
rather to die by his own than his Ene¬ 
mies hand. 


And 
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And thus died Magnentius when he had 
been Emperor three years and fix months. 

He was of Barbarian extrad, but lived 
among the Leti, a people of Gallia. He 
underftood Latin ; was bold when For¬ 
tune favour’d him, but cowardly in Ad- 
verfity ; ingenious in hiding his naturally 
ill inclination, and thought, by thofe that 
did not know him, to be a plain-hearted, 
good Man. And thus much I thought 
fit to fay of Magnemius , becaufe fome 
have been of Opinion that he did a great 
deal of good in his time, that the World 
may know the truth of him, who never 
did any thing with a good intention in all 
his life. 

But Decentius , whom Magnentius fent 
for to aftift him, being now upon the 
Road to Italy, as foon as he heard what 
had befallei/him, and lighting upon cer¬ 
tain Legions and Troops, from whom 
he faw no hopes to efcape, he hang’d 
himfelf. 

After thefe things, when the whole 
Empire was now in Conjlantius’s hands, 
he began to be more arrogant than for¬ 
merly, and could not behave himlelf with 
any moderation in his profperity. And 
then the Offices for Calumny that ufe to 
be about fuch men, and are defign’d for 
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the ruine of thofe that are in profperity, 
were augmented. For Sycophants when 
they go about to pull a great Man down, 
in hopes to (hare in his Eftate, or Ho¬ 
nour, they ftudy fome falfe Accufation a- 
gainft him. And this was the calc in Con- 
(lanticu’s time. For fuch kind of Rogues 
who had made the Eunuchs about Court 
their Accomplices in the curfed Affair, 
flocking al^out Conjiantius , perfuaded him, 
that Callus who was his Coufin-German, 
and a Cefar , was not content with that 
Honour, would needs be Emperor. And 
indeed they perfuaded him that it was 
true fo far that they made him refolve 
upon Gallus’s deftruftion. Now thofe 
that laid this Defign were Dynamius and 
Ticentiiu, men of mean condition, that 
endeavour’d to raife themfelves by fuch 
ill Actions. Lampadius alfb was in the 
Confpiracy, who was Prefect of the Court, 
and a Perfon that defired always to be 
more in the Emperors favour than any 
bodyelfe. Since therefore Conjiantius gave 
ear to fuch falfe Informations, Galius was 
lent for, but knew nothing of that which 
was intended againft him. And as foon 
as he came Conjiantius in the firft place 
degraded him from the Dignity of being 
a Cefar , and when he had made him a 

private 


BookII. ef Count ZOSIMUS. 145 

private perfon, delivered him to the pub- 
lick Executioners to be put to death : 
which was not the firft tim q Conjiantius had 
ftain’d his hands in the blood of his kin¬ 
dred, but onely an addition to many for¬ 
mer inftances. 
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The Third Book* 


[ragrgggSs HEN Conftmtius had done 
t^WPffpSji w i ut i have told you againfl 
r I ^ Callus Cejar , he went out 
of Fannonia into Italy, But 
feeing all the Roman Ter¬ 
ritories infefted by the incurfions of the 
Barbarians ; and that the Franks, Alemans 
and Saxons had not onely gotten poflef- 
fion of forty Cities near the Rhine , but 
alfo deftroy’d, and ruined ’em, by carry- 

L ing 
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ing away an innumerable company of the 
Inhabitants, and a proportionable quanti¬ 
ty of Spoils; as likewife, that the Ouadi 
and Sarmatians without any obftrudtion 
over ran Pannonia and the upper Myjia ; 
befides that the Ferfians were, perpetual¬ 
ly vexatious to the Eaftern Countreys , 
though they had formerly been quiet out 
of fear, left Callus Cefar lhould have fet 
upon ’em : confidering ( I lay ) thofe 
things, and doubting what to do, he Icarce 
thought himfelf able alone to manage Af¬ 
fairs in this critical juncture, and yet he 
was affraid to take a Partner in the Go¬ 
vernment, becaufe he fo much affected to 
rule alone, and thought no man could be 
his Friend. And indeed in thele circum- 
. fiances he was at a great lofs: but it 
lo feil out, that when the Reman Empire 
was in the greateft danger, Eujebia , Con- 
ft an tins s Wife, who was an extraordina¬ 
ry learned Woman, and had more Wif- 
dom than is ufually found in her Sex, ad- 
vifed him to make Julianas Cefar ( who 
was Brother to Galhts, Grandfon to Con- 
fiantius and made a Cefar by Diocletian ) 
Governour of the Nations which lie be¬ 
yond the Alps. And becaule Eufelia 
knew that the Emperour Conjlantius fufpe. 
bled all his kindred, fhe circumvented 
him in this manner: He, faid fhe (mean¬ 
ing 
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ing Julian) is a young Man, that under- 
ftands no Tricks of State, but has devo¬ 
ted himfelf to his Book all his life-time, 
being altogether unexperienced in World¬ 
ly affairs; upon which account he will 
be the more fit for our purpofe than 
aay other Perfon; for either he will have 
pood luck, and fo all his fuccefswiil be 
afcribecl to the Emperors Conduit, or he 
will mifearry and die for it; after whom 
Conftantm will have no body of the Im¬ 
perial Race to fucceed him. 

When Conjlantius had patiently heard 
what fhe laid , he prefently fent: for Ju¬ 
lianas from Athens , where he lived a- 
mong the Philofophers, and excelled all 
his Mailers in every fort of Learning. 

Who when he accordingly came out ot 
Greece into Italy, Conjlantius declared him 
Cefar , gave him his Sifter Helen in Mar¬ 
riage, and lent him into the Nations .be¬ 
yond the Alps. But being naturally diffi¬ 
dent, he could not believe that Julian 
would be true and faithlul to him, and 
therefore he fent Marcellas and Saluflius 
along with him, ro whom, and not to 
Cefar, he committed the whole admini- 
ftration of that Government. 

And now Confiantius having thus dil- 
pofed of Julian, he march’d himfelf into 
Pannonia and Myfia, where when he had 

Lx ftp* 
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fupprefs’d the Quaeii and the Sarmatians, 
he went into the Eaft, and was provo¬ 
ked to Battel by the inrodes of the Ter- 
jians. By which time Julian was gotten 
over the Alps into the Galitch Nations that 
lie was to Rule; upon whom feeing the 
Barbarians committed as much violence 
as ever, Eujelia, for the fame reafons as 
before, perfuaded Conjlantiiu to put the 
foie management of thofe parts into his 
hands. Now of Julians aftions from that 
time through the whole courfe of his life, 
you may read at large in the Hiftorians 
and Poets; though ne’r an one ol ’em that 
have written of him, has wrote the heighth 
of his Charafter. But he diat has a mind 
may fee his own Orations and EpifUes, and 
in them take a profpeft of all that he did 
through the whole World. And indeed 
I would give you a full account of him, 
but that I ought not to interrupt the Or¬ 
der of my Hiftory. However I fliall take 
notice of each particular relating to him 
in its due place; efpecially of fuch things 
as others have feemed to omit. — When 
therefore Ccr.ftantius had given Cefar power 
to do what he thought fit in thofe Na¬ 
tions that were under his Command, he 
march’d into the Eaft, to make War a- 
gainll: the Terfians. But Julian finding 
the Militia of Gallia Celt tea in a manner 

quit* 
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quite ruined, and that the Barbarians 
pafs’d the Rhine without any reftftance e- 
ven almoft as far as the Sea-port Towns, 
he took a view of the remaining parrot 
the Army. And uttderfhnding that the 
men of thofe parts were frighted at the 
very name of Barbarians, whilft thofe 
whom Conjlantiiu had lent along with him 
( who were not above three hundred and 
•fixey in number) knew nothing more (as 
he ufed to fay ) than how to fay their 
Prayers, he lifted as many more as he 
could and took in abundance of Volun- 
tiets. He alfo took care for Arms, and 
found a parcel of old ones in a certain 
Town, which he fitted up with all con¬ 
venient fpeed and diftrifeuted among the 
Soldier?. But when the Scouts brought 
him word chat an infinite number of Bar¬ 
barians had crofs’d the River near the City 
or Artentoration ( Strath .ir^h ) that Ranas 
upon the Rhine, he no fooner heard of it, 
than he went forth with liis Army in alt 
hafte, and engaging with the Enemy gaind 
fuch a Viftory as is above all expreffion; 
for there were fixty thoufand men kill’d 
upon the (pot, befides as many more that 
were tumbled into the River and drown’d. 
So that if a man compares this Battel 
with that of Alexander againft Darius, 

L $ l c’it 







150 The Hiftory Book III. 

he’ll find this Victory to be no way infe- 
riour to that. 

But we ought not filently to pals over 
that which Cefar did after he had gotten 
the Victory, which was thus. He had 
(you mull know) a Regiment of fix hun¬ 
dred Horle, that were well difciplin’d 
men; to whole ftrength and experience 
he io far trulted, th.at he ventur’d a great 
part of his hopes upon their performances. 
And indeed when the fight firft began, 
.the whole Army fell upon the Enemy 
with all the brisknefs they could ihew : 
but fome time after though the Roman 
Army had much the better on't, thefe 
were the onely men that ran away, and 
left their Ration lb diihonourably, that 
when Cefar, rode up to ’em with a fmall 
Party and called ’em back to lhare in the 
-Victory, he could not prevail with ’em 
by any means. Upon which account Ce- 
far was very angry with them, that they 
( as much as in them lay ) had betray’d 
their Countrymen to the Barbarians. But 
yet he did not infli£t upon them the le- 
j?al 2nd ufual punifhment. For he put 
em in Womens Cloths , and led ’em 
through the Camp toward another Pro¬ 
vince, becaufe he thought fuch a Penalty 
would be worle than Death to Soldiers 

that 
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that were Men. And truly this happen’d 
to prove very good both for biro and 
them: for in the fecond War againft the 
Germans, they remember’d the ignominy, 
thac was formerly laid upon them, and 
were almoft the onely men, who beha¬ 
ved themfelves bravely in that A&ion. 

When Cefar had done thus, he raifed a 
oreat Army by degrees, to make War up¬ 
on the whole German Nation. But the 
Barbarians oppoled him in very vaft num¬ 
bers, and therefore Cefar would not ftay 
till they came up to him, but croisd the 
Rhine ;' as judging it more advantageous 
that the Barbarians Country iliould be 
the Seat of War rather than that of the 
Romans ; for thereby the Cities would e- 
fcape being pillaged by the Barbarians any 
more. So therefore to it they fell, and 
yery briskly too, infomuch that an infi¬ 
nite number of Barbarians were (lain in 
the Battel; whilft others fled, whom Ce¬ 
far purfu'd into the Hercynian Woods, 
and kill’d a great many of ’em, but took 
Vadomarius, the Barbarian Generals Son, 
alive, and brought his Army home, ting¬ 
ing triumphant Songs, and Pcaifes to Cefar 
for his Exploits in the achieving of thole 
Viffories. But Julian lent Vadomarius un¬ 
to Conjlantius, believing -that he owed 
the fuccefs of that Victory to his good 
.Fortune. L 4 In 
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In the mean time the Barbarians, who 
were in very dangerous cireumftances, 
fearing, upon the account of their Wives 
and Child ren, left Cefar fhduld go into 
tliofe places where they lived, and quite 
deitroy their whole Generation, they lent 
Embafladours to treat of an Accommoda¬ 
tion, by which they would be bound ne- 
ver to fight againft the Romans any more 
But Cejar told ’em, He would not treat 
of Peace upon any terms, unlefs he firft 
receiv’d back the Captives whom they 
had formerly taken in the feveral Towns 
Which they conquer’d. To which lee- 
ing they confented and promifed to de¬ 
liver up all that were alive; Cejar, to 
make fure that no fmgle Captive lhould 
remain among the Barbarians, took this 
courle: He lent for all thole that were 
fled out of each City and Village, and re- 
quird em to tell him by their Names 
what Captives the Barbarians had taken 
from each of their Cities or Villages. And 
when they had feverally named the Per 
lons, whom they knew cither upon the 
fcorcoi Kindred, Neighbourhood, Friend- 
fhip, or upon l'orne other account, he or¬ 
der’d the Imperial Notaries to take a Ca¬ 
talogue of them : which they did lo pri 
varclv that the Emballadours knew no¬ 
thing ol it. And then Ctjar eroding the 
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Rhine, commanded them to bring back 
the Captives: which in a fhort time they 
obey’d. Buc becaufe they laid, tha? thole 
were all the Captives, Cefar who was 
feared upon an high Throne, and had plant¬ 
ed the Notaries behind him, he gave Or¬ 
der, that the Barbarians lhould produce 
their Captives, according to cheit Arti¬ 
cles So when the Captives came before 
him one by one and told their names, the 
Notaries that ftood hard by Cejar, .look d 
into their Papers to fee whether they 
were right. But afterward comparing 
thole which they had taken down, with 
thofe that appear’d before Cejar, and find¬ 
ing that the Inhabitants of the feveral 
Cities and Villages had named many more 
than were there prefenc, they flood be¬ 
hind Cefar and told him of it. Where¬ 
upon he threaten’d the Embafladours to 
make War againft the Barbarians, for not 
delivering all the Captives , and by the 
fudged ion ot the Notaries named certain 
Per tons of Inch and fuch Towns that were 
yet lacking. Which the Barbarians hear¬ 
ing , they 3 presently imagined that Cefar 
had all the rnoft abftrufcand fccrct things 
in Nature revealed to him by fomc Di¬ 
vine Intelligence, and therefore they pro- 
mill'd to deliver up all that they found 
ahvc, and Bound their Proimic with 
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he’ll find this Vidtory to be no way infc- 
riour to that. 

But we ought not filently to pafs over 
that which Cefar did after he had gotten 
the Vidtory, which was thus. He had 
.( you mult know ) a Regiment of fix hun¬ 
dred Horfe, that were well difciplind 
men; to whole ftrength and experience 
he fo far trufted, that he ventur’d a great 
part of his hopes upon their performances. 
And indeed when the fight firlt began, 
.the whole Army fell upon the Enemy 
with all the brisknefs they could lhew : 
but fome time after though the Roman 
Army had much the better on’t, thefe 
were the onely men that ran away, and 
left their ftation fo diilionourably, that 
when Cefar rode up to ’em with a fmall 
Party and called ’em back to lhare in the 
Vidtory, he could not prevail with ’em 
by any means. Upon which account Ce¬ 
far was very angry with them, that they 
( as much as in them lay ) had betray’d 
their Countrymen to the Barbarians. But 
yet he did not inflidt upon.them the le- 
pal and ufual punilhment. For he put 
’em in Womens Cloths , and led ’em 
through the Camp toward another Pro¬ 
vince, becaule he thought fuch a Penalty 
would be worfe titan Death to Soldiers 

that 
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that were Men. And truly this happen’d 
to prove very good both for him and 
them : for in the fecond War againlt the 
Germans , they remember’d the ignominy, 
thac was formerly laid upon them, and 
were almoft the onely men, who beha¬ 
ved theml'elves bravely in that Adtion. 

When Cefar had done thus, he railed a 
great Army by degrees, to make War up¬ 
on the whole German :Nation. But the 
Barbarians oppol'ed him in very vaft num¬ 
bers, and therefore Cefar would not (lay 
till they came up to him, but crofs’d th'e 
Rhine ; as judging it more advantageous 
that the Barbarians Country fliould be 
the Seat of War rather than that of the 
Romans', for thereby the Cities would e- 
lcapc being pillaged by the Barbarians any 
more. So therefore to ic they fell, and 
very briskly too, infomuch that an infi¬ 
nite number of Barbarians were (lain in 
the Battel; whilft others fled, whom Ce¬ 
far purfu’d into the Hercynian Woods, 
and kill’d a great many of ’em, but took 
Vadomarius , the Barbarian Generals Son, 
alive, and brought his Army home, find¬ 
ing triumphant $ongs, and Praifes to Cefar 
for his Exploits in the atchieving of thofe 
Vidtories. But Julian fent Vadomarius un¬ 
to Conftantius, believing vhat he owed 
the fuccefs of that Vidtory to his good 
.Fortune. L 4 In 
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In the mean time the Barbarians , who 
were in very dangerous circumftances, 
fearing, upon the account of their Wives 
and Children, left Cejar fhduld go into 
* h °f e Piacos where they lived, and quite 
deltroy their whole Generation, they lent 
Embafiadours to treat of an Accommoda¬ 
tion, by which they would be bound ne¬ 
ver to fight againft the Romans any more. 
But Cejar told ’em, He would not treat 
of Peace upon any terms, unlefs he firft 
receivd back the Captives whom they 
had formerly taken in the feveral Towns 
Which they conquer’d. To which lee- 
ing they confented and promiled to de¬ 
liver up all that were alive; Cejar, to 
make lure that no fingle Captive iliould 
remain among the Barbarians , took this 
coprle: He lent for all thole that were 
fled out of each City and Village, and re¬ 
quir’d ’em to tell him by their Names 
what Captives the Barbarians had taken 
from each of their Cities or Villages. And 
when they had feverally named the Per- 
fons, whom they knew either upon the 
fcorc of Kindred, Neighbourhood, Friend¬ 
ship* or upon lome other account, he or¬ 
der’d the Imperial Notaries to take a Ca¬ 
talogue of them : which they did fo pri¬ 
vately that the Embafiadours knew no¬ 
thing of it. And then Cefar crofiing tire 
, Rhine, 
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Rhine, commanded them to bring back 
the Captives: which in a Ihort time they 
obey’d. But becaufe they faid, that thole 
were all the Captives, Cefar who was 
feared upon an high Throne, and had plant¬ 
ed the Notaries behind him, he gave Or¬ 
der, that the Barbarians lhould produce 
their Captives, according to their Arti¬ 
cles. So when the Captives came before 
him one by one and told their names, the 
Notaries that Hood hard by Cefar, Jook’d 
into their Papers to fee whether they 
were right. But afterward comparing 
thole which they had taken down, with 
thofe that appear’d before Cejar, and find¬ 
ing that the Inhabitants of the feveral 
Cities and Villages had named many more 
than were there prefent, they Hood be¬ 
hind Cefar and told him of it. Where¬ 
upon he threaten’d the Embafiadours to 
make War againft the Barbarians, for not 
delivering all the Captives, and by the 
fuggeftion of the Notaries named certain 
Perl’ons of fuch and fuch Towns that were 


yet lacking. Which the Barbarians hear¬ 
ing, they prefently imagined that Cefar 
had all the molt abftrufeand fecret things 
in Nature revealed to hioi by fomc Db 
vine Intelligence, and therefore they pro* 
mifed to deliver up all that they found 
alive, and Bound their Promue with 

the 
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the accuftomary Oaths of their Country. 

Which when they had done, and had 
reftored as many Captives as it was pro¬ 
bable might ba taken out of forty Cities 
Which they fack’d, Cefar was at a lols 
what to do, becaufe he faw the Cities 
quite ruined, and that the Land had been 
for a confiderable time untilled, which 
eaufed a great fcarcity of provifions among 
thofe that were delivered up by the Bar¬ 
barians. For the neighbouring Cities could 
not fupply ’em, becaufe they themfclves 
had been very fenfible of the Barbarian 
Violence, and confequently ha i no great 
plenty for their own ufe. He tko'-eiore, 
being in a doubt what to refolve on, 
contrived it thus : The Rhine di.fcharges 
it felf into the Atlantick Ocean at the ut- 
moft limits of Germany , where lome of 
the Galls live: and from that (hore the 


Britifli Ifle lies nine hundred furlongs di¬ 
stant. For which reafon he got Timber 
out of the Woods that lie upon the River 
and built eight hundred Veflels, bigger 
than Skiffs; which he fent into Britain 
for Corn, and invented a way how to car¬ 
ry that Corn up the Rhine in Boats. And 
this he did fo often (becaufe the Voyage 
>vas but Ihort) that he abundantly lup- 
ply’d them, that were reftored to their 
Cities, fo that they had meat enough.. 

Seed- 
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Seed-corn, and what they lacked between 
that and Harveft. And thefe things he 
did when he was hardly enter’d into the 
five and twentieth year of his Age. 

But feeing the Soldiers loved him tor 
his frugality at home and courage in tho 
Wars, and alfo for his Command that he 
had of himfelf in refpeft to Riches with 
his other Virtues, wherein lie excell d, I 
had almoft faid, all the men of his Age, 
Confiantius was full of envy to fee Ju¬ 
lian do fuch great things; and thought 
that Salujlius who was one of thofe Coun- 
fellours that were allotted to him,- had 
been the Author of all that Policy which 
gained him fo much Honour*both in his 
Warlike and Civil Affairs. Wherefore he 
fent for Salujlius, as if he would have 
made him Governour of the EafteraCotm- 
t r eys. And Julian as readily dilmils’d 
him, becaufe he was refolv’d to be obe» 
dient unto Conjlantius in all points. But 
though Salujlius were now removed, yet 
all that was committed to Julians, charge 
encteas’d every day (asI may fay )i in a 
great meafure, and the Soldiers were im¬ 
proved in military experience* asi ydl as 
augmented in their numbers,, wtulft the 
Towns enjoy’d Peace and die fruits of it, 

:.h f.:,- And 
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And now almoft all the Barbarians there¬ 
abouts began to defpair, and ex petted 
little lefs than the utter ruine and defini¬ 
tion of all them that were left alive, 
when at the fame time the Saxons ( who 
are the ftouteft Barbarians in all thole 
parts both for courage, ftrength and hardi- 
nefs in a Campagne) fent out the Quadi, 
who are a part or them (elves, into the Ro¬ 
man Dominions. But they were hinder’d 
from palling the River by the Franks 
( who lived upon their Confines, and were 
affraid of giving Cefar a juft occafion to 
make another inrode upon them) and 
therefore built themlelves a convenient 
number of Boats, in which they failed up¬ 
on the Rhine beyond the French Territo¬ 
ries, and got into the Roman Empire. And 
when they arrived at Batavia , which the 
Rhine by being divided makes an Ifland, 
much bigger than any River-Ifland be 
fides, they drove out the Salii , who are 
a Nation defcended from the Franks and 
turn’d out of their own Country into this 
Ifland by the Saxons. For this Ifland 
though it had been formerly fubjett to 
none but the Romans, yet it was now in 
pofleflion of the Salii. Which when Ce¬ 
far knew, he endeavour’d to countermine 
the Quadi ; but firft commanded his Army 
to engage them briskly, but kill ne'r an 

one 
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one of the Salii or hinder their pafTage in¬ 
to the Roman Countreys, becaufe they did 
not come as Enemies, but were forced thi¬ 
ther by the Quadi. 

As loon asthe Salii heard how kind Ce- 
\ far was to ’em, fome of ’em went over out 
of the Ifland with their King into the Ro¬ 
man Confines, and others fled to the ut- 
moft borders of the Country, but all of 
’em came and humbly committed both 
their lives and fortunes to Cefar s gracious 
i protettion. 

But Cefar by this time obferving that 
the Barbarians durft not fight with him 
any more, they were lb intent upon their 
fecret incurfions and fly Thieveries (by 
which they did a great deal of damage 
to the Country) he could not tell what 
to do, till at the laft he invented this 
Stratagem to baffle the Barbarians. There 
was a man, much bigger than any body 
elfe, and one that had courage proportio¬ 
nable to his bulk. Which Perfon, being 
by Nation a Barbarian, and having ufed to 
rob with the other Barbarians, thought fit 
to leave his own Country and go into Gal- 
( ha Celtica, which was under the Romans. 
But whilft he fojourn’d fometime at Treves 
(which is the greateft City in all the 
Nations beyond the Alps) and faw the 
Barbarians beyond the Rhine over-run 

the 


* 5 ? 










The Hijlory Book III. i 

the Cities that are fituate upon this fide of 
theRiver,and pillage all places without con* 
troul ( which was before that Julian was 
made a Cefar) he was refolving with himfelf 
to defend thofe Towns. But becaufe lie 
durft not do that for want of Law to back ) 
him in it, he at firft went alone into the 
thickeft part of the Woods and waited 
tilll the Barbarians made their incurfions, 
and fo in the Night-time when they were 
Drunk and afleep, he fet. upon ’em and 
cutoff as many of their heads as he was 
aible, which he brought and iliew’d to 
l:hofe that were in the Town. And this 
!he did continually; infomuch that he re- 
Ibated the keennefs of the Barbarians, who 
though they could not tell how it came 
to pafs, yet they were fenfible of a pre¬ 
judice done to ’em by the Armies decreaf- , 
ing almoft every Day. But after other 
Robbers had join’d with this fame Perl’on 
and of a great many fingle Perfons had ; 
made a confiderable Company, then Cha- 
rietto (for that was the mans Name; 
who firft found out this way of Ambuf- \ 
cade againft the Barbarians) came to Ce¬ 
far and told him all the ftory, which few I 

People knew before that time.-And 

thereupon Cefar who could not eafily re- 
ftrain the nofturnal and clandeftine in¬ 
rod es of the Barbarians (for they robb’d j 
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in fmall Companies ftraggling from each 
other: and when it was Day, you could 
not fee one man of ’em, becaufe they hid 
themfelves in Woods adjacent to the fields, 
and lived upon that which they had got¬ 
ten by robbing ) Cefar therefore ( I fay ) 
confidering how difficult it was to fubduc 
fuch an Enemy, was forced to oppofe thefe 
Thieves not with an Army of Soldiers 
onely, but Mofs-Troopers all'o. 

For this reafon he took Charietto and 
his men along with him, befides a good 
many of the Salii which he added to ’em, 
and fent ’em forth in the Night againft the 
thievilh Quadi, who though they lived at 
that time upon what they ftole, yet might 
be Ids skill’d in the Art of Robbing which 
thefe men had ftudied. And then in the 
Day-time he kept Guard in the open field, 
and kill’d all that efcaped his Robbers. 
And thus he did for a great while toge¬ 
ther, till the Quadi were reduced to fuch 
a ftreight, and fo fmall a number that they 
and their General furrendered themfelves 
to Cefar , who had taken a great many 
Prifoners in the former excurfions and en¬ 
gagements, had got among the reft, the 
Kings Son, whom Charietto took. For 
that was the caufe that when they made 
fech miferable Petitions for Peace, and 

Cefar 
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Cefar demanded fome of their Nobility for 
Hoftages; amongft whom he requir’d the 
King’s Son ihould be one,* the General 
[or King] broke out into a moft lament¬ 
able Complaint and fwore, with tears in 
in his Eyes, that he had loft his Son too 
among the reft. Which Cefar feeing, he 
had companion upon hisforrovv and fliew’d 
him his Son who was kept very nobly : 
but told him withal, that he would keep 
the Youth for an Hoftage, as well as o 
thers of the Nobility whom he had upon 
that account; for he condefcended to make 
Peace with ’em upon Condition that they 
ihould never more lift up their hands a- 
gainft the Romans. 

When Cefar had fetlcd things in this 
manner, he added the Salii, fome part 
of the Quads and of them that live in the 
Ifle Batavia, to his Legions, whofe Difci- 
pline we feem ftill to retain. But in the 
mean time the Emperour Conftant 'tus was 
in the Eaft difpoftng onely of the Ferfian 
Affairs and intent upon the Wars in thofe 
parts. For all the Nations beyond the Alps 
were in good order, as being managed by 
Cefars Conduct: nor were either Italy or 
Jllyrkum in any danger, by reafon that 
the Barbarians who dwelt beyond the 
Jfler were affraid left Cefar ihould come 

through 
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through Gallia, pafs the 1fter and fet upon 
’em, and therefore contein’d themlelves 
within the bounds of model! y. Where¬ 
fore Con/lantius being thus employ’d, the 
Perfians whole Kings name was Sapores, 

| at that time pillaged the Country of Mfo- 
potamia , and when they had wafted alt 
places about Nifbb, they befieged the City 
it felf with all their Forces. But Luctlhd - 
mu the General was fo well provided for 
a Siege that partly by the happy occafi- 
ons which he prudently made ule of, and 
partly by his own contrivances the City 
elcaped thofe mifchiefs that belet it, and 
was deliver’d from extremity of danger. 
But how it was brought about I thought 
fuperftuous to tcli you, fince Cefar himfelf 
has given an account of all the tranfacbr- 
ons of thofe times in a peculiar Treatile; 
which whofoever reads, will find a great 
deal of Oratory in that Man. 

But ac this juivfture when the Affairs 
or the Eall leern’d now to be in a quiet 
pofture, and Cefars mighty deeds were 
the publick Dilcourle, Ccnfiantius was fei- 
zed with bitter envy. And being flung 
with the prosperous luccefs of all that wasi 
done in Celtica and Spain, tie devifed pre¬ 
tences, under which he by degrees,and with 
out any difhonor might leften Cefars Power 
and fo deprive him of his Dignity. To 
M which 


1 
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which end he by a Meflenger command¬ 
ed Cefar to lend him two Legions of the 
Celtick Soldiers, as if he wanted their af- 
fi fiance. And Julian in obedience to his 
Order immediately difpatch’d ’em away, 
partly through ignorance of his Defign, 
and partly becaufe he would not give him 
the leaf! occafion to be angry. But when 
he had fo done, he took all care imagi¬ 
nable of the Celtick Affairs, whilfl the 
Army cncreas’d daily and the Barbarians 
even in the remoteft parts of the Coun¬ 
try were fo terrified at it that they did 
not fo much as dream of making War. But 
after that Conflantius required loine other 
Legions to be fent him from Cefar: and 
having obtein’d his defire, he command¬ 
ed four Companies more to be tranfmic- 
ted to him. According to which Precept 
Cefar gave notice to the Soldiers that they 
fbould prepare to march. But whilfl Ju¬ 
lian was at Farijum (a little Town in 
Germany') the Soldiers being ready to march 
were at Supper till Midnight in a place 
near the Palace which there drey fo cal¬ 
led, but knew not a word of what was 
intended againfl Cefar ; when certain Tri¬ 
bunes, who had found that to be really 
true which was formerly contrived againfl 
him, difpers’d a great many Notes with¬ 
out any Name to ’em privately among 
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the Soldiers, in which they gave ’em to 
underhand, how Cefar, who by his Po¬ 
licy had lb order’d the matter, that alrnofl 
all of them had crofted Trophies againfl 
the Barbarians , and had always fought 
like a private Soldier, was in extreani 
danger from the Emperor, who would 
fhortly rob him of all his Army, if they 
did not all get together and hinder die* 
Soldiers marching. And when home of 
the Soldiers, having read thole Notes, had 
difeover’d the Intrigue to the whole Army, 
it made ’em all very angry. Whereupon 
they arofc from the place where they 
were in a great hurli-burly, whilfl the 
Cups were yet in their hands and went 
to the Palace, where breaking open the 
Doors without any Ceremony at all, they 
brought Cefar forth, and lifting him up 
upon°a Shield declared him Emperor Au- 
gujius, and put a Diadem upon his Head 
whether he would or no. 

’Tis true, Cefar was troubled at what 
they had done, but did not think it fafe 
for him to reverfe it, becaufe fConJlanttuS 
would not abide by any Oaths, or Cove¬ 
nants, nor obferve any other Obligation 
which binds mankind to keep their words; 
and yet he would try him. So he fent 
Embaffadours to tell Conflantius that lie 
M 2 had 
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had been declared Emperour without his 
feeking, and if he pleated he was ready 
to lay afide his Diadem and keep to his 
honour of being Cefar onely. But Con¬ 
jiantius was fo enraged ana fo arrogant, 
that he told the Embafladors, That if Ju¬ 
lian loved his life, he mull lay down the 
very Garb of a Cefar as well as his Impe¬ 
rial Dignity, and in a private capacity 
fubmit himfelf to the Emperors pleafure. 
For he fhould come to no harm, nor fuf- 
fer what his audacity deferv’d. Which 
when Julian was inform’d of by the Em¬ 
balTadors, he openly lliew’d what his O- 
pinion was of the Deity, and declared be¬ 
fore ’em all. He had rather truft the Gods 
than Conjiantius with his life and fortune. 
And from this time it plainly appear’d 
what a grudg Conjiantius bore to Julian ; for 
Conjiantius prefently prepared for a Civil 
War. When at the lame Julian was trou¬ 
bled that fuch things fhould fall out; be- 
caufe if he fought with him who had con- 
ferr’d upon him the Honour of a Cefar, 
he fhould be efteemed by many People 
but an ungrateful Man. 

But whilft he was confidering of thefe 
things, and revolving within himfelf, as 
being very loth to undertake a civil War, 
the Deity told him what fhould come to 

pafs. 
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pafs, in a Dream. For when he was at 
Vienna, the Sun feemed in a Dream to 
fhew him the Conllellations and to ipeak 
thefe Verfes: 

When Jupiter til extremity commands 
Of moijl Aquarius, and Saturn jlands 
In Virgo, twenty jive, Conftancius {hall, 
Though Emperour of Afia, Jurely fall. 

Now therefore relying upon this Dream, 
he was very diligent (as he uled to bv.) 
in publick buftneis. And becaufe it was 
yet Winter-time he took all neceflary care 
of what related to the Barbarians, that h 
he fhould have been forced to undertake 
any new Enterprife, the ftate of Celtica 
mirrhc have been fccure. But at the fame 
time, whilft Conjiantius continud^ in the 
Eaft, Julian prepared to fruftrate his De- 
fum. For it being pretty far in the bum- 
rner, he had no l'coner fecled matters a- 
mone the Barbarians beyond the R<nne, 

( whom he had partly torced into good 
manners with his Sword, and partly per- 
fwaded ’em by experience, from what was 
paft, to love Peace rather than War) he 
put his Army in fuch a pofturc as if they 
had been juft a going a long Journey, 
And when he had conflicted both CivU 
and Military Officers to govern the Towns 
J M 3 and 
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and the Borders, he march’d with his Army 
tOv.^.rd the Alps. And when he came 
into T.etia, where the River Ijler rifes 
tnat runs though Noricutn, all Rannonia , 
D.icu, Myfia m Thrace and Scythia, till it 
diicnarges it felt into the Taxi re Sea, he 
built a company of Boats, and with three 
theufand of his men went down the Ijler, 
commanding twenty thoufand of ’em to 
go by Land to Sirmium . And becaufe 
they rowed continually with the dream 
' PC bdcs that they had the benefit of the 
yiarly Winds called Etefue) he arrived 
•::ie eleventh day at Sirmium. Where 
!; '- n was reported that the Ernpcror 
’’ c °nic, almoit ail People thought it 
n.u.; been Conli&ntius chat was meant; but 
m ang it was Julian, they ail flood ama~ 

as if they Rid taken him for an Ap¬ 
parition. 

,P llt , not l° n S a ft cc when his Army that 
follow d him out of Celtica was come, he 
wrote to the Roman Senate and to the 
Forces of Italy, to have a care and keep 
their Cities, fince lie was Emperor. And 
whereas Taurus and Florentius, the two 
Confuis for that year who vvere of Con- 
Jlantiiis s fide, left Rome as foon as they 
heard that Julian was got over the Alps 
into Fannonia , he order’d them to be term¬ 
ed Fugitive Confuis in all publick Inflru- 

mencs. 


Book III. of Count Z O SI MU S. \6j 

ments. But he behaved himfelf very ob- 
limncrly to all the Towns that lie pals d by, 
though in all haile, and put ’em all m 
good hopes of him. He likewife wrote to 
ch q.-A thenians, the Lacedemonians and Co¬ 
rinthians , to let ’em know the rcafon ot 
his coming. And when he was at Sir- 
mi urn there came Emballadours out of ai¬ 
med all Greece to him; to whom when 
he had given fuch anfwcrs as became him, 
and granted ’em all that was their due, he 
march’d forward with his Celt'tck Army 
and another which he raifed both out ot 
Sirmium and the Legions which lay m 
Fannonia and Myfia. 

But when he came to Naifus he con- 
faked the Soothfaycrs to know what he 
had bed to do. And feeing the Entrails 
fvmified that he mud day there fome 
time, he didfo 3 obferviug withal the time 
that was foretold to him in his Dicatn. 
Which when it was come according to me 
motion of the Scars, there arrival n party 
of Horfe from Conjlantinople, wluift a' 
was at Naifus, who told him that Conjlan- 
tius was dead; and that the Armies deli- 
red Julian lhould be Empcrour. 

Whereupon he accepted of what the 
Gods had bedow’d upon him, and fo 
went on his Journey forward. But when 
he came to Byzantium, the People all re- 
M 4 ceived 
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ceived him with joyful Acclamations, cal¬ 
ling him their Fellow-Citizen and their 

Darling (becaule he was born and bred in 
mac uty) and gave him all other kind 
ot rcipedi, as a Pcrfon that was like to be 
me Author of very much good to Man¬ 
kind. And here whnit he took care both 
tor the Oty and the Army, he gave the 
katy tne priviiedg to caii a Senate like 
that in the City of R:,-, r . He alfo made 
a large Port to it, to iecute the Ships from 
the^j_,utn winds; together with a Portico 
(i vaembling the Letcer Sigma more than a 
-u,.. ,iu djarc ) which leads to the Port. 

■ he built a Library in 

v ~ 'ph’-trai -tico, wherein he put all 

“\ i: •’••••‘w.ta mat lie had; and having Co 

p°‘*' - area for the Ferjian War. 

Pul v. .lea oe had tarried ten months in 
iui/i he made 1 lormijdds and ’icier 
Generals, to whom he committed the Tri¬ 
bunes and the Armies, audio went to An- 
tioeb. It is not necciiary to tell you with 
v. hat j icafure and zeal the Soldiers went 
this Journey. For it is not likely that 
they lhould do any thing that was un- 
leemly when they were under fuch an 
Emperors Conduct as Julian was. So 
when he came to Antioch the People re¬ 
ceived him very kindly. But being by 
nature great lovers of Shews and publick 
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Sports, and more adapted to plealure than 
ierious matters, they did not very pro¬ 
bably fo well like the Emperors prudence 
and modefty in all forts ol things; be- 
caufe he would refrain from coming into 
the publick Theatres, nor would he often 
lee Plays, or when he did, noc fit at ’em 
all Day. Upon which account they Ipoke 
very ftrange words of him that vex’d him. 
But he was reveng’d upon ’em, not by in¬ 
flicting any real punifnment, butbycom- 
pofing a very gentile Oration upon them 
and the City; which has fo much of Sa¬ 
tyr in it mix’d with Gall, that it may 
ferve for a Lampoon upon the Antiocbians 
through the World. But they were lorry 
for their faults: and therefore the Empe¬ 
ror when he had done for the City as 
much as in equity he was able, and grant¬ 
ed to it a great number of Senators who 
lhould fucceed in that Office by defcent 
from Father to Son ; and likewife admit¬ 
ted thofe that were born of Senators 
Daughters to be of the fame number, 
(which is a priviiedg that few Cities have ) 
and done many other juft and good Acti¬ 
ons, he prepared for the Pe.rjian War. 

And when the Winter was over, ha¬ 
ving mufter’d his Forces together , and 
fent ’em before him in the regular way 

of 
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of marching, he went out of Antioch though 
he had no encouragement from the O- 
racle. But what the reafon of that was 
I can tell; though I had rather hold my 
Tongue. Now therefore when he was 
come to Hierapolis upon the fifth day, 
where he had order’d all the Ships to meet, 
both Men of War and thofe of Burthen 
too, from Samofata and other places that 
ufed to fail in Euphrates', and having 
made Hierius, a Captain of Foot, his Ad¬ 
miral, he lent him before, but flay’d him- 
felf three days and no more in Hierapolis. 
After which time he went to Battue, a 
little Town in Ofdroena, where the Ede- 
fenes met him in whole Droves, prel’enc- 
ing him with a Crown, and bidding him 
welcome into their City with joyful accla¬ 
mations. He accepted of their kindnefo 
and coring into the City, made what Or¬ 
ders he thought good and fo went on to 
Carrie. But becaufe from hence there 
were two ways; the one through the 
River Tigris and the City of Nifilis, till 
you come to the Provinces of Adiabene y 
and the other by Euphrates and Circefium 
(which is a Caftle eticompailed by the 
River Aloras and Euphrates it felf, and 
lies upon the Confines of Ajfyria) the 
Emperor was at a ftand which way to 

take. 
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take, and in the mean time news was 
brought that the Perfians had made an in- 
curfion upon the Roman Dominions. At 
which the Camp was lbmcwhat diflurb’d; 

But the Emperor underflood they were 
Robbers rather than any others, who 
took what came next to their hands and 
went their way with it; and therefore 
he refolv’d to leave a competent Guard 
upon the places near the River Tigris , left 
if all the Army Ihould go along with him 
the other way through the Perfian Terri¬ 
tories, the Perfians Ihould pillage Nifibis 
and all thofe parts without being dilcor 
ver’d, efpecially when they found ’cm de- 
flitute of all Defence. He therefore thought 
fit to leave in that Country eighteen thou- 
fand men, of whom Sebafiiamts and Proco¬ 
pius ihould be the Chief Commanders, 
whilft he himfelf with the main Body of 
the Army went over Euphrates with his 
Forces divided it%to two Parties; thac 
they might be ready to refill the Enemy 
as loon as they faw ’em, and not fuller 
’em fo licentioufly to over-run whatever 
came in their way. 

When he had thus order’d his Affairs 
at Carrot, (a Town that parts the Roman 
from the Ajfyrian Dominions ) he had a 
mind to view the Army from fome more 
eminent place, and admire the Foot Com-- 

panies 
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panies as well as the Troops of Horfe 
which were in all full fixty five thoufand 
men. And therefore marching out of 
Carra, he prefently pafs’d the Cattles be¬ 
tween that and Callinicum, from whence 
arriving at Circefium (of which I told you 
before ) he crofs’d the River Aboras and 
fo faded over Euphrates. The Soldiers 
alio iollow d him who had brought provi- 
fions along with them, and they likewife 
took ihipping who were enjoin’d fo to do. 
* or r bis time the Navy was arriv’d, 
in which there was a great many Jhips: 
that is to fay, fi x hundred made of Wood, 
and five hundred made of Skins. Be- 
lides which there were fifty ihips of War, 
and others alio that follow’d along with 
em, to make Bridges, if occafion were, 
tor the Army to pafs the Rivers on foot. 
Tuere were alio a great number of other 
Ships or Veflels that follow'd, which ferv’d 
partly to carry provifions for the Army, 
partly Timber to make Engines, and part¬ 
ly battering Engines for a Siege, that were 
ready made. Now of all this Navy Lu- 
cilnm and Conftantius were Admirals. And 
when the Army was thus dilpofed of, the 
Emperor fate upon a Throne, and from 
thence ipake to ’em all that was requifite 
for him to fay or them to do; which when 
he had done, he gave each of ’em an hun¬ 
dred 
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dred and thirty pieces of Silver, and fo 
march’d toward Perfia, where Vittor com¬ 
manded the Foot, but Hormifdas and A- 
rintheus together, the Horfe. Of that 
Hormjdas I told you before, that he was 
a Perfian and a Kings Son; but perfecuted 
by his Brother and fain to run away to 
the Emperor Conftantine, from whom his 
approved fidelity and friendlhip deferv’d 
the greateft honours and preferments. 

When therefore the Emperor was come 
into Perfia, the Horfe was placed in the 
left Wing, and march’d along the bank of 
the River, whilft part of the Foot attend¬ 
ed upon the right, and the rereguard of 
them was feventy furlongs off. Between 
whom and the foremoft march’d the Beafts 
of Burthen , that cary’d the heavy Ar¬ 
mour with other Provifions and Atten¬ 
dants ; that they alfo might be fecure, as 
being enclofedon every fide by the Army. 

And now having fo contrived his march 
forward, he thought fit to fend one thou¬ 
fand five hundred of his men before him, 
to fcouc and fee whether any Enemy ap¬ 
proached either in open view or by way 
of Ambulcade, of whom he made Luci- 
lianus Captain. Then moving forward 
fixty furlongs, he came into a place cal¬ 
led Lautha; and from thence to Dura , 

where 
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where you might have feen the ruins of 
a City, which was at that time deferred, 
as likewife the Sepulchre of King Gordia- 
mu. In which place alfo the Soldiers 
found a multitude of Deer, which they 
lhot and eat with great iatisfattioo. From 
thence he went feven Days march to a 
place called Fhathufa, overagainft which 
there was an Ifland in the River, where¬ 
on Rood a Gallic that had a great many 
men in it. He thetefore lent Luc Hi mu s 
thither with a thoufand of his Vanguard 
under his Command, to befiege the Caftle. 
And though as long as it was dark the 
befiegers went undifcover’d, yet as foon 
as it was Day, being efpied by one that 
came out of the Caftle to fetch Water, 
they put thofe that were within into a 
grievous fright. Upon which immediate¬ 
ly they all got up upon th 3 Wall, till the 
Emperor came over into the Illand with 
his Engines and the other part of his 
Army, and promiied thofe that were with¬ 
in, that if they would deliver up them¬ 
selves and their Caftle they fliould efcapc 
certain Death. Accordingly they did fur- 
render, and the Emperor fent them. Men, 
Women and Children into the Roman Do¬ 
minions with a Guard of Soldiers to con¬ 
duct 'em: and made Pufeus, their Cap¬ 
tain, 
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tain, not only a Tribune in his own Army, 
but, for his fidelity, made him one of Iris 
familiars ever after. 

Some diftance from this, he arrived at 
another Ifland in the fame River, where 
there was another very ftrong Caftle; which 
the Emperor attaqued but found it impreg¬ 
nable on every fide, and therefore de¬ 
manded of ’em that they would furren- 
der, and not run the rifque of being fack’d. 
To which they reply’d, That they would 
do as others did; and fo he went forward 
to other Caftles, which he pafs’d by, as 
being fatisfied with the like promifes. For 
he did not think it worth his while to 
Ipend too much time about fmall things, 
but look’d upon it as his bell: courfe to 
haften and prepare for the main bufinefc 
of the War. So then after fome days 
march he came to Dacira which is a Town 
on the right hand as you fail along Eu¬ 
phrates. Which when the Soldiers found 
forfaken of its Inhabitants, they took a- 
way a great deal of Corn that was laid 
up there, and no fmall quantity of other 
things. And when they had kill’d all the 
Women that were left in it, they razed 
the Walls fo low, that no one who faw 
the place would think there ever had 
been a Town there. But to conclude the 
account of this place and the parts adja¬ 
cent. 
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cent, give me leave to tell you by the 
by. That upon the oppofite fhoar there 
was a Fountain, that flow’d with Pitch or 
Bitumen. From thence he came to Sit-ha, 
Megia and the City Zaragardia ; in which 
there was a lofty Throne, made of Stone; 
which the Inhabitants ufed to call, Tra¬ 
jan s Throne: where when the Soldiers had 
eafily plunder’d and burnt the City, they 
fpent that Day and the next in Recrea¬ 
tions. 

In the mean time the Emperor won¬ 
der’d that his Army had march’d fo far 
and met no Perjians either in Ambufcade 
or the open Field; wherefore he fent Hor- 
mifd'V with his Scouts to look out, be- 
caufe he knew that Country belt. In 
which Expedition Hormijdas and his Sol¬ 
diers had all been like to have perifh’d if 
it had not been for one lucky accident 
that unexpectedly laved ’em. For a Per¬ 
iod called Surenas (which is a Tide of 
Honour among the Perjians) had plant¬ 
ed an Ambufcade in a certain place, ex¬ 
pelling Hormijdas and his men to come 
chat way, and defigning to lurprize ’em 
as they pafs’d by. And indeed that hopes 
had taken eiTedb, if Euphrates had not 
broken out of its ufual courfe and run¬ 
ning between the Enemy and Hormifdas 
impeded the paflage of him and his Sol¬ 
diers, 
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diers. And upon this account being for¬ 
ced to defer their Journey, the next Day 
they dilcovct’d Surenas and all his Accom¬ 
plices in the Ambufcade, with whom they 
wheeled about and engaged. And having 
kill’d many of ’em, they put fome to 
flight, but mingled the remaining part a- 
mong their own Army. From thence they 
went on to an Arm of Euphrates , which 
reaches as tar as Ajfyria, and all along till 
you come 10 Tigris. Where being the 
Soldiers met with a ft iff Clay and marlhy 
ground, in which the Horfcs had the word 
on’t, nor could they themfeives fwtm the 
River in their Armour, or wade over ei¬ 
ther, it was lb deep and muddy, they 
could not imagine what to do. And 
that which made the danger greater, was, 
that they law the Enemy on the other 
fide, who were ready to flop their paf- 
fage with Darts and Stones which they 
threw out of Slings. But when no body 
eife could think of an Expedient to free 
them from thofe imminent dangers, the 
Emperor himlclf, who was a man of great 
iagacity in all things and very u r ell vers’d 
in" Military Affairs, refolved to order Lucil- 
lianus and his fifteen hundred Scouts to 
go and attaque the Enemy behind, there¬ 
by to give ’em a Diverfion, till he and 
his Army had pafs’d the River. To which 
N end 
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end he fent forth Victor, one of his Cap¬ 
tains, with a competent number of men: 
who left the Perfians Ihould lee him fee 
out, began his Journey in the Night-time, 
and when he had gone fo far, that the 
Enemies could not fee what he did even 
in the Day, he crols’d the Channel to 
feck Lucilliams and his Party. And go¬ 
ing on ftill forward but finding no Enemy 
by the way, he call’d out to his Coun¬ 
try-men not onely with a loud Voice, but 
gave ’em notice alfo with Trumpets to 
come to him. But indeed he met him 
according to his defire , and Lucilliams 
who guels’d what his bufinefs was, joining 
his with Fitters Forces, went and fur- 
prifed the Enemy behind. Who being ta¬ 
ken fo unprepared were cither Haiti or 
made their efcape which way foever they 
could. By this means the Emperor, fee¬ 
ing his ftratagem lucceedcd , pafs’d over 
the River without any rcfiftance. And 
having got his Horfe ever in Boats that 
he light upon there, and the Foot in o- 
ther Veflels, which he found in many 
parts of the River, he continu’d his Journey 
forward, without any dread of an Ene¬ 
my, till he came to a certain City called 
Berfalora, whofe bignefs and Situation 
he took a view of. For it was enclofed 
with two round Walls, and in the middle 

of 
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ol it there wasaCaftie, with another Walt 
about it, much like the Segment of a Circle; 
to which there was a Way from the inner 
Wall of the City, that one could hardly 
get up to. And then upon the South ana 
Weft fide of this City there was a crook¬ 
ed winding way out: whereas upon the 
North part they had made a broad Wa- 
uer-grafFout of the River, from whence 
they convey’d Water for theufeof the In¬ 
habitants. And laftly upon the Eaft fide 
it was encompafled with a deep Ditch 
and a Mound born up with ftrong crofs 
pieces of Timber; about which Dttch 
great Towers flood, which were built 
from the ground half way with Brick ce¬ 
mented by a kind of bituminous Loam; 
but above the middle they were made of 
the fame kind of Bricks and Plaifter. 

Now the Emperor having refoiv’d to 
take this City, he encouraged his Soldiers 
co the attempt, who were fo far from 
being backward that they obey’d his Or¬ 
der with ail alacrity. Whereupon the 
Citizens defired that the Emperor would 
pleafe to receive ’em into his favour and 
friendfhip; begging one while that he 
would fend Hormijdas to treat of Peace 
with them, and anon reviling the fame 
Perfon as a Fugitive, a Renegado, and a 

N a be- 
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betrayer of his Countrey. At which the 
Emperor having good caufe to be angry, 
he commanded all his Men to mind their 
bufinefs, and carry on the Siege with all 
their vigour. Nor did they tail each one 
to do his part, till the beficgcd leeing 
themfelves unable to defend their Wails 
fled all into the Caftle. Which when the 
Emperor law, he lent his Soldiers into the 
City that was now bereft ot its Inhabi¬ 
tants; who pull’d down the Walls, burnt 
the Houfes, and planted Engines upon 
the rnoft opportune places, from which 
they threw both Darts and Stones upon 
them that were got into the Gallic. But 
bccaufe the belieged from the Caftle kept 
off' the befiegcrs with Darts and Stones 
which they continually threw back; in* 
fomuch that there was a great daughter 
on both tides, the Emperor cither by his 
own ingenuity upon conlidcration how 
the place was Situated, or out oi his ex¬ 
traordinary experience, made this kind of 
Engine : He faften’d great pieces of 
Timber together with Iron, in form of a 
fquare Tower, which he placed againft the 
Caftle Wall, till by degrees it was made 
as high; and into that lame Tower he 
put Bowmen with Engineers that ufe to 
lling Darts and Stones. So that the Per- | 
° fans ) 
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dans who were pelted on all fides, both 
by the befiegcrs, and thofc that were 
upon the Engine , were forced after a 
lhort refiftance, at lad to promife, they 
would furrender the Caftle, if the Empe¬ 
ror would offer any reafonable Terms. 

And thereupon they agreed, that the Per¬ 
sians, every man of ’em, which were with¬ 
in, lhould pafs through the middle of the 
Roman Army untouch’d, and each of ’em 
have a certain fum of money, befides a 
Coat upon their furrendering the Caflle 
to the Emperor. Which being perform’d, 
there were about five thoufand men dii- 
mifs’d, befides what efcapcdin Long-Boats 
over the Water; and among the reft their 
Captain Momofaus went out at the lame 
rime. And when the Caftle was thus taken, 
the Soldiers who fought for what might pro¬ 
bably be left in it, found an immenle quan¬ 
tity of Corn, all kind of Arms and Engines, 
together with Hou 'hold furniture and o- 
thcr Provifions in abundance. All which 
they difpofed of as they thought fit, only 
the greatell part of the Corn was put in¬ 
to the Ships to maintain the Soldiers, and 
the reft they divided among them over 
and above their ordinary allowance. And 
as for the Arms, as many of ’em as were 
fit for the Roman ufe were diftributed a- 
mong the Army; but tliofe that were one- 
N 3 ly 
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ly adapted to the Perjian manner of fight¬ 
ing were partly burnt and partly thrown 
down the River. 

From this Action did the Roman glory 
receive no (mall addition; That lb great a 
City, even the greateft in Ajj'yria next to 
Ctefiphon, and fowell fortified, ihould be 
taken by florm in onely two days. And 
for that reafon the Emperor was very kind 
to his Soldiers, as he fhew’d by a lau¬ 
datory Speech that he made in their com¬ 
mendation, as much as it was convenient 
for him to fay, and by the hundred pieces 
of Silver which he gave to each one ot 
’em. And fo much for thefe Affairs: 
whiift in the mean time Sure nos, coming 
with a great Army our of a Town in Aj¬ 
jyria, furprifed the Roman Scouts that went 
before the reft of the Army, kill’d one of 
the three Tribunes with fome of his Sol¬ 
diers, and put the reft to flight, fo that 
he carry’d off an Enfign Military, which 
was like a Dragon, and l'uch as the Ro¬ 
mans ufe to carry in War. Which when 
the Emperor knew of he was very much 
troubled, and in a rage, juft as he was, 
fell upon Surenas' s men, made ’em all 
run that could get away, re took the En- 
fign which the Enemy had taken away, 
and coming immediately to the City, 
where Surenas had furprifed the Scouts, 


Book III. of Count ZOSIMUS. 

he ftorm’d, took, and burnt it. And as 
to the Captain of the Scouts ; becaule he 
left his Enfign with the Enemy, preferring 
his fatety before the bravery and honour 
of a Roman, he took away his Girdle from 
him, and look’d upon him as a Icandaious, 
pitiful Fellow, as well as all the reft that 
ran away along with him. 

But going forward over the River he 
came to a piace near which there is a Cicy 
called Tijjenia: about the Walls whereof 
there was a Ditch, which though it were 
very deep the Perjians fill’d with a great 
deal of Water which they derived into 
it out of the neighbouring River, which 
is called the Kings River." But they paf- 
fed this City without any ftay (becaufe 
there was nothing in it that had the face 
of hoftihty) and went through a place 
where there was an arrificial Fenn, made 
out of a fancy which the Perjians con¬ 
ceiv’d, that if they cut a Siuce lor the 
Rivet to come in, it was impollible for 
an Army to pals that way. Yet the Em¬ 
peror running before (as much as men 
ufe to do over fuch a wet ground ) rhe 
Army follow’d him, though they were up 
to the knees. For they could not for fliame 
but do what they law the Emperor did be¬ 
fore ’em. But when the Sun was fet, the 
Army refted hard by; whiift the Emperor 
N 4 com- 
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commanding fome of his Soldiers and 1'e- 
veral Artificers to follow him, cut down 
Trees and Wood wherewith he made a 
Bridg over the Sluces, and throwing earth 
into the Fens fill’d up the deep places, and 
in fome meaiure widen’d the {freight pai- 
fages. Atter which coming back he led 
his Army through with great facility, till 
he came to a Town called Bitbra , in 
which there was a Palace and room e- 
notmh to receive noc onely the Emperor 
but Ins Army alio. 

But he departed thence too, and with 
the fame pains as before, went before his 
men, making the way thereby more to¬ 
lerable to ’em. And by this means he 
carry’d ’em ail over with him, tiil he came 
to a place, where there was ne’r aHoufe, 
but onely a Grove of Palm-trees; in which 
there were alio Vines growing, that ran 
up to the top of the Palm-trees, and pre- 
fented their Eyes with the fight of Palm- 
fruit mix’d with Grapes. And when he 
had fpent the enfuing Night in this place, 
the next Morning he went forward. But 
coming too near to a certain Calfle he 
had like to have receiv’d his Deaths- 
wound. For a Ferfnm that came out of 
the Caftle with his Sword in his Hand 
Ifrook full at the Emperors Head; which 
he forefeeing clap’d his Shield upon his 

Head 
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Head and fo broke the blow. Upon which 
the Soldiers immediately fell aboard the 
Tertian and kill’d him together with all 
his Companions, except fome tew, that 
by chance efcapcd through the Enemies 
and fled into the Caftle. And now the 
Emperor being extreamly enraged at this 
bold aftion, walk’d round the Caftle to 
fee if it w 7 ere any where pregnable. But 
whilft he was bufie about this Affair, Su- 
renas let upon the Soldiers chat remain d 
in the Palm-grove before they were aware 
of him, as hoping by that means not only 
to get all their beads of Burthen and Car¬ 
riages, but to divert the Emperor from 
befteging the Caftle, as foon as he heard 
of it & ; chough he was deceiv’d in both, 
parts of his Project. For the Emperour 
thought it a matter of great confequehee 
to take the Caftle; becaufe there was a 
City near it called Befucbis , which..was 
very populous ; bciides a great many o- 
ther Caftles, whole Inhabitants w’ere fled 
away into that which the Emperor was a 
befteging becaufe tneir own were not ftrong 
enough to protect ’em; excepting, fome 
that- lied to Ctefiphon , or hid themlelvcs- 
in the thickeft part of the Grove. 

Upon this account the -Emperor laid 
dole Siege to it; whilft in the mean time 
that part of the Army which was fent. 

out 
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out to Scout or afiift their own Party, if 
any Enemy appear’d, did not only defeat 
all thofe that oppofed ’em, but killed 
fome and made others fhamefully run for 
their lives, infomuch that they fecur’d the 
Emperor whilft the Siege lafted. And be- 
caufe fome of thofe that fled had gotten 
into the Fens that are in the Grove, the 
Scouts did not fpare even them neither, 
but kill’d fome and took the reft Prifo- 
ners: whilft thofe that were befieged in 
the Caftle kept off' the Enemy with Darts 
of all forts which they threw at ’em. 
And bccaufe they had no Stones within, 
they made Balls of Pitch which they fet 
fire to and flung upon them; nor was it 
hard to hit them they aimed at, becaufe 
they threw from above and at a great 
multitude together. Yet notwithftand- 
ing the Roman. Soldiers, though they had 
the difadvantage of the lower ground, o- 
mitted no kind of Warlike Policy, or true 
Valour. For they threw and lhot great 
Scones and Darts at the Enemy, not onely 
out of Bows but Engines alfb ; and thofe 
fo contrived, that they would hit not 
onely one, but two, three, or more at a 
time. But feeing the Caftle flood upon 
an Hill, and was fortified with two Walls, 
fixteen great Towers and a deep Ditch a- 
bout it, which at one part of it brought 

in 
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in Water for ahem that were in the Caftle 
to drink, the Emperor bad the Soldiers 
get Earth enough and fill up the Ditch, 
and then raife a Mound upon it as high 
as one of the Towers. He likewife re- 
folv’d to dig in another place through 
(under) the Wall toward the middle of 
the inner Wall, with intention to furprife 
the Enemy out of a Mine. But the Ene¬ 
my hinder’d them that were to raife the 
Mound by continual flinging of Darts 
upon ’em ; and therefore the Emperor him- 
felf undertook the main Battery by l'cve- 
ral contrivances for defence againft either 
Darts or Fire-balls: but he left the care ©f 
the Mines and raifing of the Mounds to 
Nevita and Dagalaiphiu. Then giving 
Vitlor the Command of fo many Foot ana 
fo many Horfe, he order’d him to Scout out 
in all places betwixt that and Ctejrphon ; and 
if any Enemy appear’d, with defign to di¬ 
vert the Emperor from his Siege, that 
he fhould fruftrate any iuch attempt by 
the help of thofe he had with him: and 
likewife that he fhould make the way 
from thence, to Ctefiphon , by Bridges and 
other Methods more eafie for him and his 
Army. 

Having thus given his Captains their 
feveral Charges, he planted his Rams a- 
gaanft a certain Gate, which he did not 

onely 
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onely fhake but broke to pieces. And 
feeing thofe that had the care of the Mines 
committed to them, were lazy and did not 
mind their bufinefs, he removed them by 
way of Difgrace for their remifsnefs, and 
fubftituted others in their places. After 
which he brought a fecond Ram before 
another Gate, which was not ftrong e- 
nough to bear the Ihock of it; when at 
the lame time there came a Mellenger to tell 
him, that they who were order’d to dig a 
Mine from the Ditch into the Town had 
done their work, and were juft ready to 
fpring in. Now the men concern’d were three 
Companies, that is to lay, the Mattiarii , 
Laccinarii, and the Vittores. But the Em¬ 
peror kept a little in fufpenfe, whilft he 
commanded an-Engine to be brought with 
all fpeed againft another Gate, where he 
planted all his Army: to make the Ene¬ 
my believe, that on the morrow with that 
Engine he would take the Caftle. For 
his Defign indeed was, to keep the Per- 
fians from any thoughts of being furpri- 
fed through a Mine. And therefore all 
thofe that were in the Caftle were whol¬ 
ly intent upon deftroying that Engine; 
whilft at the fame time the Parties, who 
had the care of the Mines having dug 
quite through even to the Surface of the 
Earth, they came forth at mid-night in 

the 
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the middle of an Houfe, where there was 
i a Woman a grinding Corn; whom he that 
1 firft appear’d immediately kill’d, becaufe 
fhe was a going to cry out. His name, 

/. that did fo, was Super aniitts , a notable 
Soldier in the Regiment of the Vittores; 
and next to him came Magnus ; then Jo¬ 
vian us a Tribune in the Regiment of the 
Notarii) with many more that follow’d 
’em. And when by degrees the paflage 
was made wider they were all got pre- 
iently into the middle of the Town. 

From whence they ran to the Wall and 
lurprifed the Perjians, who were Tinging 
after their Country falhion in praife of their 
own King’s Valour, but condemning the 
Rowan Emperors vain attempt: for they 
faid he might fooner take Jupiter's Palace 
than their Caftle: till the Rowans came 
upon ’em, and killing all they met with, 
by tumbling ’em down from the Wall, 
they purfu’d the reft and cut ’em off with 
| all manner of Deaths ; nor did they fpare 
either Women or Children, except fome 
few that they had a mind to make Slaves 
> of. But Anabdates, the Governour of the 
Caftle, being taken, as he ran through it, 
together with all his Guards which were 
I eighty in number, was brought to the 
( Emperor with his Hands bound. Now 
f the 
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the Caftle being thus taken by force and 
all the People in it, of what age foevcr, 
flam , except a few that were unexpe¬ 
ctedly prelerved, the Soldiers fell to plun¬ 
dering; and when they had taken all 
they could find they razed the Wall to 
the very ground with Engines which they 
planted againft it. Nor did they flop 
there, but pull'd down and burn’d all the 
Houles in fuch a manner that no body 
could imagine there had been ever any 
there. 

From hence he march’d on and pals’d 
by other Caftles of no great Note, till he 
came to an enclofed Place which they call 
the Kings Hunting [ Chafe, ] where there 
was a Wall, containing within it a large 
fpace of ground, planted with all forts of 
Trees, in which there were all kinds of 
wild Bealls, which wanted no food, be- 
caule it was brought in to ’em, and they 
were only kept for the King to Hunt when 
he pleafed. Which when Julian law, he or¬ 
der’d the Wall to be broken down in fe- 
veral places; and by that means the Sol¬ 
diers lhot the Deer as they ran by ’em. 
But befides this place he fau r fomewhere 
nigh unto it a Palace magnificently built 
after the Roman falhion: which when he 
heard was erefted by the Romans, he left- 

it. 
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it, and would not fuffer the Tribunes to 
fpoil any part of it, out of relpeCl to the 
Romans who were faid to be the Founders 

of it. , c ,, 

From hence when the Army had palsd 
by feveral Caftles, they came to a City 
of Armenia called Sahatha, which is thirty 
furlongs from that which was formerly 
called Zachafa, but is now Seleucia. And 
whilft the Emperor tarried with moll part 
of his Army in a place near to it, the 
Scouts that went before had ftorm’d the 
Town. The next Day the Emperor walk¬ 
ing about the Walls of it, he faw feveral 
Bodies hanging upon Gibbets before the 
Gates; whom the Natives faid were the 
kinfmen of one that had been accufed 
for betraying a Town of the Perfians 
which the* Emperor Cam had taken. And 
that put the Emperor in mind to fum- 
mon Anahdates the Governor of the Caftle, 
to his Trial; who though he had often 
deceiv’d the Roman Army, by his pre¬ 
tences to aflift ’em in the War againft 
Per fa, yet he had then a frelh Crime laid 
to his Charge, for fpeaking fcandaloufly 
of Hormifdas, as, calling him Traitor be¬ 
fore a great many People, and laying he 
was the caufc of that Expedition againft 
the Perfians : for which he was taken and 
put to death. 


Soon 
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Soon after his Execution, the Army 
marching on Ariniheus lcarchd all the 
Fens and finding a great many men in 
’em, he took ’em Priioncrs. But it was 
here, that the Perjians firll mufter’d up 
their Forces and fee upon the Scouts that 
went before the Army ; though they were 
Toon routed , and glad to fave their lives 
by flying into a neighbouring City. But 
the Perjians on the ''other fide the River 
attaquing the Servants that look’d to the 
Bealls of Burthen, and others alio as ma¬ 
ny as they found with ’em, kill’d part of 
’em and took the reft alive: which was 
the firll; lofs the Remans happen’d to have 
had, and therefore put the Army in fome 
kind of confternation. From thence they 
removed to a certain Sluce or Chan¬ 
nel which was very large, and cut ( as 
the Country People fay ) by Trajan,, when 
he made War againft the Perjians: Into 
which the River Narmalaches runs and 
dilcharges it loir into the 7 rrns. This 
therefore the Emperor cauled to be cleans’d 
and lcarch’d, to make way for h:s Vcl- 
fels to pals into the Tigris , and, it pol- 
fible, to make Bridges for the carrying 
of his Army over. And whilft thele 
things were in agitation there, a great 
Body of Perjians upon the oppofite 
Bank, both Horfc and Foot, were got to- 
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aether, to hinder their paflage if any fuch 
thing were attempted. Which preparati¬ 
on of the Enemy when the Emperor dil- 
cover’d, he was extreamly eager to be 
over with ’em, and in a fury commanded 
his men to go aboard the Vellels. But 
they feeing the other Bunk fomewhat 
higher than ordinary, and befides that a 
kind of an Hedg along it, which was for¬ 
merly made for a fence to the Ring s ^ a .^* 
den, but at that time ferv’d for a Wall, 
they faid they were affiaid of the Darts 
and Fire-balls which were thrown down 
from it. Whereupon the Emperor being 
very earneft with ’em, two Ships full of 
Foot Soldiers went over; which the Per- 
fans prefently fet on fire by throwing a 
great quantity of flaming Darts upon them. 

At which the Army was fo much more 
difmay’d, that the Emperor was fain to 
tell a lye to hide his etrour ; They, fays 
he, are got jafe over and have wade them - 
/elves mailers of the Bank i / know it hy 
the fire that is in their Ships, which I or¬ 
der d the Soldiers, that went over , to make 
in token o/Vittory. Nor had he fooner told 
’em fo, than, juft as they were, they went 
into the Ships and over as faft as they 
could; till they came where they could 
wade, and then leaping into the Water, 
they engaged the Perjians fo briskly that 
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they not onely got pofleffion of the Bank, 
but alfo retrieved thole two Ships whieh 
came over before, being now half burnt, 
and favcd all the men that were left in 
them. And then the Armies tell upon 
each other fo fiercely, that the Battel 
continu’d from twelve a Clock at Night 
till twelve a Clock at noon next Day; 
till at length the Perjians gave way, and 
fled as faft as their Legs would carry ’em, 
their Captains being the firft that began 
to run; that is to lay, Pigraxes ( who 
was a Perfon of greateft Birth and Quality 
next to the King,) together with Anareus 
and Sureuas himlelf. But the Romans and 
the Goths ran after ’em and kill’d a greac 
many, from whom they took a deal of 
Gold and Silver, befides all kind of Or¬ 
naments either for Men or Horfes, with 
Silver Beds and Tables, whatever they 
found which the Officers had left upon 
the Rampires. Now they reckon that in 
this Fight there fell of the Per(tans twen¬ 
ty five hundred , and of the Romans not 
above feventy five. But Captain Vidor 
leaned in fome me^lure to abate the 
Armies joy for their Victory, by being 
wounded from an Engine. 

The next Day the Emperor got his 
Army over the Tigris without any diffi¬ 
culty, and the third Day after the fight 

both 
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both himfelf and his Guards went after 
’em. And coming to a certain place (which 
the Perjians call Alitzatha) he flay’d there 
five days, whilft he confulted concerning 
his Journey forward, and found, it was 
better to march farther into the Country 
than to lead his Army by the Rivers fide, 
becaufe there was now no necefiity of 
their going by Water. And having con- 
fider’d of it, he imparted his mind to the 
Army, whom he commanded to burn the 
Ships: and they accordingly were all 
confumed, except eighteen Roman and four 
Perftan VelTels, which were carry’d along 
in Waggons, to be made ufe of upon oc- 
cafion. And now, their way lying a little 
above the River , when they came to a 
place call’d Noorda, they made an Halt, 
where they kill’d and took a great num¬ 
ber of Perjians. But from thence going 
forward to the River Durus , they made 
a Bridg over it for their own paflage: 
and feeing the Perjians had burnt up all the 
forrage of the Counrrey, fo that the Ro¬ 
man Cattel were ready to ftarve for want 
of it; as alfo, that they were gathered 
into feveral Companies to wait for the 
Romans, whom they imagined to be but 
few; and then, foon after, drawn up into 
one Body, they made coward the River. 
Where whilft the Scouts that went be- 
O t fore 
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fore the Army engaged with a Party of 
the Ferfans, one Mac am teus, a flout, brisk 
Blade , got among’em and kill’d four, 
though they were naked. But for that 
bold aft they all fell upon him and flew 
him. Which when his Brother Mauru-s 
law, he ventur’d to refcue at leaft his 
dead Body from amidft the Ferfans-, and 
kill’d the Man that gave him the firft 
Wound; nor did he give out, though he 
were frequently Ihot at, until he had 
brought his Brother off and deliver’d him 
to the Army, yet alive. 

Afterward when they came to the City 
Barrophtba , they found the forage ( as 
before) burnt up by the Barbarians: and 
feeing a Party of Ferfans mix’d with Sa¬ 
racens, who durfl not fo much as look 
upon the Roman Army, but were imme¬ 
diately gone, the Remans could not tell 
what to think of it, till the Ferfans by 
gathering thcmlelves into a confiderable 
Body, made the Romans believe they had 
a defign upon their Cattel of Burthen. 
Whereupon the Emperour was the firft 
that putting on a Coat of Mail march’d 
toward ’em with more fpeed than all the 
reft of the Army. But the Ferfans, not 
able to endure the iliock of his Charge,, 
thought belt to fly into fuch places as 
they well knew. And fo the Emperour 

went 
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went on to a place called Symbra, that lies 
between two Towns whofc names arc 
Nisbara and Nifchanabe, which are fepa- 
rated from each other by the Tigris; 
though the Townftnen have frequent and 
eafie intercourfe by a Bridg over that Ri¬ 
ver. But that Bridg the Per fans burn’d 
down, left the Romans by help of it 
fhould do ’em both as much injury as they 
pleafed. And here it was that the Scouts 
who went a foraging before the reft, de¬ 
feated the Perfan forces as foon as they 
faw ’em ; whilft the Army finding great 
plenty of provifions a the Town, took 
what they had occafion for and deftroy’d 
the reft. 

From thence they march’d to a place 
between the Cities of Danabe and Synca, 
where the Ferfans let upon the Rear of 
their Army and kill’d a great many, but 
loft more and ran away7 as having the 
worft of it upon fcveral accounts. For 
in this fight one Daces, a great Satrape 
[ a Nobleman of Perfia ) was kill’d : being 
the feme Pcrfon that formerly had gone 
Embaffador to the Emperor Confiantius, to 
treat of Peace and make an end of the 
War. But when the Enemies few, that 
* the Romans came near to a Town call’d 
Acceta, they burn’d up the fruits of the 
O 3 Counr 




- f 

Tlx ffijlory Book III, , 

Countrey; till the Romans ran in and by 
quenching the fire, faveo what was left 
for their own ufe. | 

In their march from this place they 
came to a Town called Maronja ; where 
the Perfians again attaqued the Rere-guard 
of their Army, and in the Engagement 
kill’d one Brettanio ( among the reft) 
who was Captain of a Troop and fought 
bravely. They alfo took ieveral Ships, 
which fell in their way by being a great 
deal behind the Army. But from thence 
the Romans palling haftily along by certain * 

Villages, came to a place called Tummara; 
where they all repented the burning of 
their Ships. For the Cattel were not able 
to carry all their neceflaries, they were 
fo tired with travelling in an Enemies 
Country; and then the Perfians got all the 
forage that they could, and laid it up in 
their beft fortified places that the Roman 
Army might noc come at it. And when 
they were in this condition they faw the 
Persian Army; with whom they engaged, 
and having much the better of it, they 
kill’d a great many of the Perfians. But 
the day after about the time when it was 
full Change [ about noon ] the Perfians 
drew up in a great Body and fell upon the . 
Reer of the Roman Army once more; 

who 
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who being at that timeout of their Ranks, 
were furprifed and ftartled at the fudden- 
nefs of the attaque, but yet they made a 
very brisk defehce, whilft the Emperor 
went round about the Army (as he ufed 
to do) encouraging them to ftand boldly 
to it. And when by that means they 
were all engaged, the Emperor who went 
one while to the Captains and Tribunes, 
and another while was among the common 
Soldiers, received a Wound with a Sword 
in the very heat of the Battel, and being 
laid upon a Shield was carried to his Tent, 
where he lived till Midnight and then 
died, after he had a 1 molt ruined the Per- 
fian Empire. 

Now whilft the Emperors death was 
conceal’d, the Roman Army had fo much 
the better of it, that fifty of the greateft 
Satrapes [ Perfian Nobles ] were flain, be- 
fides an infinite number of ordinary men. 
But when the Emperors death was difi 
cover’d, and the Soldiers came back tb 
the Tent where his dead Body lay, fbme 
few of the Romans indeed fought on, and 
conquer’d their Enemies; whilft certaih 
Companies coming out of a Perfian Gari- 
f>n engaged with them that were ufidei: 
tire Command of HorMfd/is, And after 
a fmart Battel, Antonim fell, who was 
Captain of the Court-Guards, and call’d 

O 4 by 
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by the Rowans [ Maqftfter Ojficiorum. ] And ^ 

at the fame time Saluftius, the Pretext of | 

the Court, who fell from his Horfe, had jj 

like to have been kill’d by the Enemies, 
who were juft upon him, if one of his 
Servants had nor alighted and made way j 

for his efcape. With whom alfo thole | 

two Legions that were about the King I 

and are called the Scutarii [Shield-men] 
gave way. Due out of thole that turn’d [ 

their backs there were onely ftxty Men, j 

who being concern’d for their own and j 

their Countreys honour expofed them- 18 

feives to death, till they had taken that 
Caftle, irom whence the Perfians [allying 
out upon the Romans had Deemed to have 
gotten the Day. And though it was after 
befieged three days together by the Ene¬ 
mies, yet thofe within were preferv’d by 
a confiderabie Party that let upon the bc- 
fiegers. But afterward there was an Af- 
fembly fummon’d, both ot the Nobility 
and Soldiery, to confult, who ought to 
fucceed in the Empire; becaufe it was im- 
poflible for ’em to avoid thofe dangers 
that might happen in the middle of an Ene¬ 
mies Country without a Governor. Where 
they Voted that Jovianus fliould be Em, 
peror, who was the Son of Varronianus, 
Tribune of the Domefiici Forces. 

Now 
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Now all that was done till Julian’s death 
is juft as I have told you. But when 
Jovian had put on the Purple anc} the 
Diadem, he went homeward as faft as he 
could. And when he came to the Caftle 
oi-Santa, the Per ft an Horfe fell upon him 
not onely themfelves, but alfo with Ele¬ 
phants that they brought thither in great 
numbers, and did a deal of hurt jn the 
Right Wing of his Army, where the 
Joviani and the Henculiant were polled. 

Which two appellations of Joviani and 
Herculiani belong to two Legions that were 
lo called from Diocletianus and Maximianus, 
the one of whom furnamed himfelf Jove, 
and the other Hercules . And though at 
firft they could not fuftein the lhock of 
the Elephants, but were forced, many of 
•ern, to fly and fall by the way, yet when 
the Perfians came up againfl: ’em with their 
Horfe and Elephants together, they hap¬ 
pen’d to come into a riling ground where 
the Roman Carriages lay and thofe that 
look’d after ’em: who being now made 
fharers in the danger aflifted ’em by throw¬ 
ing Darts from above upon the Perfians, 
wherewith they wounded their Elephants. 

Which when the Elephants felt, imme¬ 
diately as their manner is, they ran a- 
way roaring and put the Horfe all out 
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of order: fo that the Soldiers kill’d hot 
onely the Elephants, as they fled, but 
many alfo of the Enemies died in the Con- 
flift. There died alfo of the Roman fide 
three Tribunes, who had fought bravely, 
to wit Julianas, Maximiams, and Macro- 
lius. And when they had fought among 
the dead, and found the body of Anato¬ 
lius, they gave him as honourable a Fu¬ 
neral as the time would then permit, 
when the Enemy was found about ’em. 

And having fo done they march’d on 
four days, being continually harafs’d by 
the Enemy, who follow’d ’em if they 
went forward, but fled away if the Ro¬ 
mans made any refiftance.; till at length 
having got a good way from em they re* 
folv’d to crofs the Tigris. To which pur- 
pofe they tied bottles together in rows 
like Yokes, and upon them vvent over. 
And when they were moft of ’em gotten 
upon the oppofite Bank, then the Cap¬ 
tains came late over with the reft. Yet 
for all this the Perfians would not leave 
’em, but follow’d clofe with a great Army 
wherever they went; lb that the Romans 
were in perpetual danger both from their 
ill circumftances, of Place and Perfons, 
and alfo from their want ot Provinons. 

But though this were the ftate of the Ro- 

man 
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man Army, yet the Perfians were willing 
to treat for a Peace, and feat Surenas with 
other Officers to the Roman Camp about 
it. Which when Jovian heard of he lent 
Salujtius, Prefect of the Court together 
with Arinth&us to ’em, who after foifle 
mutual Ducourfes about the Affair, made 
a Truce for thirty years. But it was a- 
greed between ’em both chat the Romans 
Ihould deliver up the Country of the Rah 
diceni to the Perfians, as alfo that of the 
Cardueni, Rhemeni, and Zileni, belide fif¬ 
teen Caftles that were there, with their 
Inhabitants, Lands, Cattel and all their 
Goods: but that they Ihould lurrender 
Nijihu without its Inhabitants, becaufe 
they were to be tranfplanted into what 
Colony the Romans pleafed. But the Per¬ 
sians alfo took away from the Romans a 
great part of Armenia and left ’em but 
lmall fhare in it. Now therefore when 
the Truce was made uponthefe terms and 
confirm’d by Inftruments on both Tides, 
the Romans thereby had opportunity to 
return home in quiet, fo that the two 
Parties neither offer’d nor receiv’d any da¬ 
mage one to or from the other, by open 
force or Ambufcade. 

But now that I am come to this part 
of the Hiftory, it puts tne in mind ,o£, 
looking back into former Ages> to en¬ 
quire. 
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quire, whether the Romans ever gave a- 
way any of their Dominions to other Na¬ 
tions, or ever fuller’d any one to poflels 
what they had once Conquer’d. For when 
Luc. LucuJlus had defeated Tigranes and 
jAithridates, and had firft made the whole 
Country even to the middle of Armenia, 
and Nifibis it feif an addition to the Ro¬ 
man Empire, befides the adjacent Cattles; 
then Pompey the Great to Cr?.’vn ail his 
great Deeds, eftablilh’d and -.o-uvm’d 
the poffefiion of them to the d: ^ by 
a Peace which he made. And w> •up¬ 
on another Commotion in terpa , t"e se¬ 
nate chofe Crajfus for their Plenipotentiary 
and General, who by his ill Conduct has 
left a blot ever fince upon the Roman 
Name, becaute he was taken Prifoner and 
died in Perjia , Antonias was made the 
General; but being in love with Cleo¬ 
patra, he was very remifs and carelefs in 
all Warlike Affairs; infomuch that he al- 
fo went off with fome things charged up¬ 
on him unworthy of the Roman Name. 
And yet though the Romans had all thefe 
milchances, and mifcarriages they did not 
lofe fo much as one of thofe Provinces. 
Nay when their Republick was turn’d in¬ 
to a Monarchy, and Augufius made Tigris 
and Euphrates the limits of the Roman 
Empire, even that did not deprive them 
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of this Country: But fo far it was from 
that, as on the contrary, a great while 
after when Gordianus the Emperor fought 
againft the Perfians , and was kill’d in the 
middle of the Enemies Country, the Per¬ 
fians were not able even after that Victo¬ 
ry to gain any thing upon the Roman 
Dominions; no not when Philip was Em¬ 
peror, who made a raoft diihonourable 
Peace with the Perfians. And not long 
after, when the Perfian Fire had enflamed 
all the Eaft, and that great City Antioch 
was taken, fo that the Perfian Army 
march’d as far as Cilicia, Valerianus the 
Emperor undertook an Expedition againft 
’em, and though he were taken by ’em 
yet they durft not pretend to be Matters 
of thefe Countreys. Onely the death of 
the Emperor Julian was caufe enough for 
us to lofe ’em, and that fo irrevocably, 
that the Roman Emperors could never re¬ 
cover any part of ’em even to tills day, 
but by degrees have loft more and more 
ftill, of which lome have made themfelves 
perfeftly free, others have furrender’d 
themfelves to Barbarians , and others have 
been almoft quite deferced: all which 
I will demonftrate in the progrefs of this 
Hiftory as they feverally happened. 
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But to return from whence I have eta 
arefs’d.- When this Peace was made with 
the Perfians in the manner that I have 
told you, Joviamst he Emperor and his 
Army were coming home lecutely, but 
met with many difficulties through the 
rouehnefs of the Way and want of Wa¬ 
ter, befides his lofs of many Men m the 
Enemies Country through which lie pals d; 
wherefore he fent Mauritius, a Tribune, 
and commanded him to bring Provifions 
for his Army from Kifibis, and meet em 
with.it as far off as he could. He alfo 
fent others into h^y to cell of Julian s 
death and how he himfelf was declared 
Emperor. And when he was come with 
a great deal of pains and much ado near 
unto Wfibis, he would not go into the 
Town becaufe it was furrenderd to the 
Enemy , but lay all night in a Piazza before 
the Gate, and the next morning receivd 
the Crowns and Complements that were 
offer’d to him, whilft all the Townfmen 
befought him, that he would not forfake 
them, and force ’em to degenerate into 
Barbarifm, who for fo many Ages had 
lived under the Roman Laws. Befides, 
they told him it was a difhonour to him, 
that Conftantius , who had been engaged 
in three Perfian Wars and was defeated 
in every one of ’em, had notwithftand- 
- mg 
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ing always prote&ed tfifibtt , and evett 
when it was befieged and-in ex&eam dan¬ 
ger, done all he could to fave it, and yet 
that he, when there was no fuch neceffity 
for it, Ihould give up the City to the E- 
nemy, and ffiew the Romans fuch a day, 
as they had never feen before, as being 
forced to fuffec fuch a Town and fuch a 
Country to he furrender’d to an Enemy. 

Which when the Emperor heard, he ex- 
cul'ed his not complying with their defires 
by telling ’em what Articles he had en¬ 
ter’d into: and then Sabinus, who was 
the chief Man of their Council [their 
Recorder ] went on with what the People 
had faid before by way of Petition, and 
told him farther. That tney wanted neither 
Mony to carry cm a War agai nftPerJta, nor 
any forein Aid,but that they were able with 
their own Bodies and their own Purles to de¬ 
fend themfelves from any War that fhould 
be waged agamft ’em: and likewife af- 
fur’d him, that whenever they- were Vi. 
ftorious and had regain’d their Liberty, 
they would again be fubjeit to the Ro* 
mans and obey their Commands as for¬ 
merly they had done. To which when 
the Emperor reply’d, that lie could not 
break his Covenants, the Townfmen beg’d 
of him a thoufand tiroe.s that he would 

not 
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riot deprive the Roman Empire of fuch a 
Bulwark as that was. But all was in Vain, 
and away the EmperOr went in a fury ? 
whilft the Perfans defired to have poflef- 
fion of the Countreys, Cafties, and of that 
City according to the Conditions agreed 
! upon. And thereupon the Inhabitants of 

j fome Coufitreys and Cafties, that could not 

I privately efcape, let the Per fans do with 

them what they pleafed; but the Nijihini, 
having gained fome time to prepare for 
their removal, they went, molt of ’em,’ 
to Amida, though fome few inhabited in’ 
other Towns. But all places Were full 
of lamentation and mourning , becaufe 
they thought themfelves expofed to the 
incurfions of the Ter fans, now Nijilis 
was furrender’d to them. And among 
others the Carreni were fo forry whert 
I they heard of Julians death, that they 

r ftoned him to death who brought the 

! news, and threw a great heap of Stones 

!. upon his Carcafs ; fo great an alteration 

I of Affairs was one mans death then able 

I to create; 

| But Jovianus therefore march’d through 

f the Towns with all fpeed, becaule they 

j were fo full of grief that they could not 

I give him one plealant look, (w 7 hich is the 

I cuftom and nature of thofe People ) and 

i!: j " taking 
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taking along with him as many Soldiers 
as belong’d to the Imperial Guard, lie 
went to Antioch • whilft the whole Army 
attended upon Julian's Body, which was 
casry’d into Cilicia and buried in a Royal 
Sepulchre in the Suburbs of Tar Jus \ up¬ 
on whofe Tombftone there is this Infcri- 
ption; 
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Julian has Tigris left andhere he lies 
A Warlike Prince, juft, valiant, and wife. 

And now Jovian, being mindful of his 
Imperial Affairs, difpofed of other mat¬ 
ters, and among the reft fent Lucillianus 
his Father in law, Procopius, and Valenti- 
nian ( who was afterward Emperor ) to 
the Armies in Pannonia; to tell ’em of Ju¬ 
lians Death, and how that he was cho- 
len Emperor. But the Batavi that were at 
Sirmium, and were left there for a Guard 
to ic, as foon as they heard the news* 
they kill’d Lucillianus who brought ’em 
iuch ill tidings, without any regard to 
that Relation which he had to the Em¬ 
peror. But they let Procopius go tin- 
touch’d, out of the refpett they bore to 
Julians Kindred ; whilft Valentinian made 
his efcape and deliver’d himfelf from that 
Death, which they intended to inflift 

P upon 
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upon him. But when Joviams was go¬ 
ing from Antioch toward Ccnftantinople, 
he was taken fick of a fudden at Dada- 
flana in Bithynia, and died after he had 
been Emperor onely eight months ; in 
which fo fhort a time he was not able 
to do any fignal Service to the publick. 
And when he was dead, there was a 
Confultation propofed, concerning who 
fhould be his Succeflor, which occafion’d 
a great variety of Dilcourfe and of feve- 
ral Perfons, among the Soldiers as well 
as Officers; till at length they all with 
one accord pitch’d upon Salujtjus , Pre- 
fed of the Court. But he pretending 
he was too old and therefore could not 
ferve ’em in thofe their ill circumftances, 
they deftred his Son might be Emperor 
in his Head. But he told ’em, that his 
Son was young, and upon that as well 
as other accounts unfit to undergo the 
weight of an Imperial Diadem ; fo 
that they milled the choice of fuch a 
Man, who was the beft in that Age. 
Upon which reafon they voted for Vden- 
tint an, who was born at Cibalis , in Pan- 
ytotiia, and an excellent Souldier but no 
Scholar at all. However they fent for 
him, being then at forne diftance ; nor 
did the Common-wealth long want an 

Head. 
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Head. And when he came to the Army 
at isicea in Bithynia , he there took upon 
him the Imperial Authority, and march’d 
forward. 
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) W tilings were managed un¬ 
til Jovuns death, after \yhom 
Vale mini an was chofen Em¬ 
peror, you tnay find in the 
foregoing Book; [ but we 
have not yet inform’d you, that] vyhfift 
Valentinian was on his way toward Con- 
fi anti no pie , he fell fick of a Diftemper , 
which to his native, cholerick humour 
added much cruelty and even madnefs it 
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fclf; infomtich that he, though falfly, fu- 
fpefted the realon of his Ilinels to pro¬ 
ceed from fome Charm or Poifon that Ju¬ 
lians friends had out of malice prepar’d. 
And upon that ground there were Accu- 
fations drawn up’againfl fome great Men, 
which the Prefect of the Court, who as 
yet was Salujlius , by his difcretion and 
prudence took off But after his Diftem- 
per abated he left Nicaa and came to 
Conftantinople. Where when the Army 
and his other friends advifed him to 
choofe himfelf a Partner in the Empire, 
that if there ihould be occafion, he might 
have fome body to afiift him, and not 
let them fuffer as they did at Julians death; 
he took their Counfel, and having confi- 
der’d of it, chofe, among all that he could 
think of, his Brother Valens , who, he 
thought, would prove moil faithful to him. 
Him, therefore he declared his Partner in 
the Empire. And whilft they both lived 
at Ccnjlantinopk, all thofe who were Ene¬ 
mies to Julians friends, continually gjrve 
out at Court, that fuch and fuch Perfons 
had a Defign upon the Empecbrs, and 
made the brutirn Rabble alfo roar it out. 
Upon which the Emperors, who for other 
reafons hated all Julian’s Acquaintance, 
were raifed to a greater degree of animofi- 
ty, and therefore invented fuch Charges 

againfl: 
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againfl:’em, as had no. fliew of rcafQi* in 
them. Particularly, Valent faian was very 
fevere upon Maximis the Philofopher, 
who had formerly indi&ed him, in Juli¬ 
ans time, for prophaning or neglecting 
holy things upon the fcore of Chrffliani- 
ty. But their pare and concernment fo.t 
Affairs both Civil and Military at that 
time drew ’em off from thefe kind of 
things. 

Then did they apply them (elves to mar 
king of Governors over the feveral fJa-- 
tions, and confulced who flioirlti have the 
charge of the Palace. By which means 
all who had been Governors of Countries, 
or in any other Office under Julian were 
turned out: among them , .§a^ujl.ius } Pte? 
fe£t of the Court, Onely ip'intbeus and 
Vidor continued , in thejr JVJxlieary Com¬ 
mands, which they had before, as Cap¬ 
tains, whiffl others who Ifa’d a .'defire for 
this or that preferment, got it by pper® 
chance. And this indeed- was the onely 
reafonable thing which they,feerhed to do; 
for if any of the Officers were found guil* 
ty upon jufl Informations agaihR’em,they 
fufler’d moft certainly beyond all hopes of 
a pardon. f ’ " ’ . 

When things were thus fetled, Valenti-, 
titan thought fit, fince he and his Brother 
were. Partners, to put the Eaft Countries 
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as far as Egypt, Bithynia, and Thrace under 
his care, and rake charge of Illyricum him- 
lelf. From whence he defign’d to go over 
into Italy, and to keep all the Cities there, 
together with the Nations beyond the 
Alps, all Spain, Britain, and Africa in his 
own hands. And when the Empire was 
thus divided Valentinian began to be more 
fevere in liis Government, corroding the 
Errours of the feveral Magiftrates, being 
very rigorous in collecting the Taxes, anci 
feeing that the Soldiers had their due out 
of’em. But becaufe he refolv’d likewife 
to fet forth'certain Laws, he began at 
home (as they fay ) and forbad the no¬ 
cturnal Sacrifices: intending thereby tq 
reftrain and hinder a great many ill aCti- 
bns. And yet When Pretext at us , Pro- 
conful of Greece, who was a perfon adorn’d 
with all Virtues, told him that the Greeks 
Could never live under fuchaLaw, where¬ 
by they were kept from performing thole 
riioft Sacred Myfteries, that were the ve¬ 
ry bond of humane Society, he fuffer’d 
’em to be perform’d according to Order, 
Without any regard to his own Law, 
and took care every thing fhhuld be done 
after tfie ancient cuftom of the Coun¬ 
try. * 1 " 

In 
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In the mean time the Barbarians beyond 
the Rhine, who as long as Julian lived, 
hill fear’d the Roman Name, and were 
content to be quiet in their own Domini¬ 
ons, as loon as they heard of his Death, 
immediately march’d out of their Coun¬ 
try and were prepared for a War againft 
the Romans. Which -when Valentinian 
heard, he difpofed of Forces both Hqrfe 
and Foot with thofe alfo that wore light 
Armour, as it was fit he fhould, and put 
convenient Garifons in all the fevera! 

Towns upon the Rhine. But thefe things 
were thus order’d by Valentinian becaufc 
he had fome skill in Military Affairs: 
whilft Valens was befet with troubles on 
every fide, who having lived an unaffivc 
life and come to the Empire of a fudden 
could got fuftein the weight of bufinefc 
For not only the Perfians, yvho were proud 
of their condition which was much better 
fince the Truce made by them and Jovian, 
and made inroads upon the Country with¬ 
out controul, fince Nifibis was fubjeCb to 
’em, by difturbing the Eaftern Towns ccn- 
ftrain’d the Emperor to go againft ’em, 
and at that very time when he parted 
from Conftantinople did the Rebellion of 
Procopius break out. For him Julian had 
trufted with fome part bf his Forces, as 
being akin to him, and given him charge. 






Tbe ffiftory Book IV. 

that he and Seiaflianus fhould go through 
Adialene , and meet Julian who went a- 
gainft the Enemy another way: and gave 
him leave to wear an Imperial Robe for 
a reafon that no body ehe knew of. But 
when it had pleas’d God to order things 
another way, and that Jovian hadfucceed- 
ed Julian in the Imperial Throne, Procopius 
ran immediately and delivered the Impe* 
rial Garment, that was given to him, to 
Jovian, confefling why he received it, 
and intreating the Emperor to abfolve him 
from his Military Oath , and let him live 
at quiet, that he might mind nothing elfe 
but Husbandry and his own private bu- 
finefs. Which having obtain’d he went 
to Cefarea, in Cappadocia, with his Wife 
and Children; becaiife he refolv’d to live 
in that place, where he had a good Eftate. 
But whilft he flay d there, J' ale nt ini an 
and Valens being chofen Emperors and ha¬ 
ving formerly had a liifpition of him, 
they fent immediately to take him. Nor 
was there any difficulty in that , for he 
furrender’d himfelf up to’em, and bad let 
’em carry him whither they pleas’d, fo 
they would but fuller him to fpeak with 
his Wife and fee his Children firft. Which 
they contenting to, he prepared a Feaft 
for ’em, and when he faw they were 
Drunk, he and all his Family made their 
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efcape toward the Ekxine Sea: whence he 
took Ihipping and went over into Cherro - 
nej'us Tauriana. And having flay’d there 
fome time, he found the Inhabitants to be 
a faithlefs fort of people, which made him 
fear, left one time or. other they would 
deliver him up to thofe that fought for 
him; and therefore feeing a Merchant Ship 
fail by, he put himfelf and Family ort 
board of it and in the Night-time arrived 
at Conflantinople. Where lodging at an old 
Acquaintance Houfe of his, and, confi- 
dering tbe State of the City fince the Em* 
peror’s departure, he attempted to make 
himfelf Emperor, and this was the founda* 
tion of his Defign. 

There was a certain Eunuch, called Eu- 
genius, not long before turn’d out of the 
Co,urt, who had no great lqve 1 for the 
Emperors. Him pherpfore Procopius made 
his friend, becaufe he found him very 
Rich, and told him who he wd&, Why he 
came thither and hoW things Ought to i?e 
managed. Whereupon, the ybn^h ha¬ 
ving promifed him to beiir iij all 

Attempts whatever , and to lendhim 
Money, if he Wanted it; the: firft thing 
they undertook was, with Monby to cor¬ 
rupt the City-Guards, which coiififted pf 
two Legions. And then arming the Slaves 
and muttering up with eatt a vafThwh*- 
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tude of Men, who were many of ’em Vo* 
luntiers, they fent ’em, in the Night, into 
the City, and made a general difturbance ; 
for that the people came every one out 
of their feveral Houfes and gazed upon 
Procopius as if he had been a King made 
of a fudden in a Play, But the City be¬ 
ing all in an uproar, and no Man in his 
right mind, or that could tell what to do 
by reafon of the furprife, Procopius thought 
he was yet undifcover’d by a great many, 
and tl>|t he might fecure the Power to 
himfelC if the bufmefs were but fo far 
unreveal’d. Then having taken \£ejarius, 
whom the Emperors had made Prefect of 
the City, and Nebridius , to vvhom they 
had committed the Government of the 
Court after‘ Saluflius , he forced ’em to 
write to the Subjc&s of the Empire what¬ 
ever he pleafed. put he alfo kept ’em 
afunder, that they might not advife with 
one another. And when he had contrived 
things thus, he went toward the Court 
in a fpiendid manner, where getting up 
upon a Tribunal before the Gate , he 
fill’d all people with'hopes and large pro- 
ihifes, and then march’d into the Palace 
to take cafe for the remaining part of his 
Affairs. ; 

’ And becaufe the new Emperors had di¬ 
vided the Army between ’em, Procopius 

thought 
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> thought it requifite to fend certain perfons 
to the Soldiers, who were yet in Difo: der, 
and went by the Emperor’s Command, 
from place to place as they pleafed, to 
bring over as many as they could to his 
Party. Nor did they fail with eafe to 
accomplilh their Defign, by giving Money 
to them and their Officers: infomuch that 
they mutter’d up a confiderable number, 
and made themfelves ready openly to fet 
upon the Enemy. After which Procopius 
fent Marccllus with an Army into Bithy- 
n'ta to take Sereuiams and the Imperial 
Horfe that he had with him, in hopes to 
deftroy ’em. But they flying to a Town 
called Cyzicum, Marcellus took it, as be¬ 
ing too ftrong for ’em both by Sea and 
Land; and having caught Serenianus who 
was fled into Lydia , he put him to Death. 

With which firft lucky hit Procopius was 
fo exalted that he raifed more Men by de¬ 
grees, and was able in the Opinion of ma¬ 
ny people to fight the Emperors; for 
both the Roman Legions, and the Barba¬ 
rian Forces flock’d to him. And then be- 
Tides the very honour of being akin to 
Julian, and having been his rellow-Soi- 
dier in all the Wars that he was ever en¬ 
gaged in, drew people to his Party. Nor 
was that all, but ht likewife fent certain 

Noble- 
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Noblemen to die Prince of ScytiAa which 
lies beyond flier, who contributed ten 
thoufand Men to fight in liis fervice. So 
alfo did the other Barbarous Nations fend 
in their Quota, to make thcmfelveS (ha¬ 
ters in the Expedition. But yet Proco¬ 
pius confider’d that it \vas not fit for him 
to engage with both the Emperor's toge¬ 
ther , and therefore thought it the belt 
way to fight him firft that was ncareft, 
and then confult farther, what was to be 
done. 

And thus was Procopius employ d : 
whilft the Emperor Valens, who heard Of 
this Rebellion at Galatia in Phrygia was 
frighted at the news and fill’d with con¬ 
firmation. But Arbitio bad him have a 
good heart, and then he made thole Men 
that he had, ready for the War: and fcnt 
likewife to his Brother, to let him know 
what Defigns Procopius had in hand. But 
Valentinian did not think fit to lend Au¬ 
xiliaries to him who Was not able to de¬ 
fend that Empire which was committed 
to him. So Valens was fain to prepare 
|or a fight, and made Arbitio General ol 
his Aririy agaiiift Procopius. But when 
the Armies were juft ready to.engage, Ar¬ 
bi tio circumvented Procopius by a ftrata- 
gem, and brought over a great number of 

his 


BookIV. of Count ZOS IMUS. 

liis Men, from whom he learn’d before¬ 
hand whatever Procopius defign’d to do. 
And when the Emperor and Procopius 
came toward each other, the two Armies 
met near Jhyatira: where Procopius had 
like to have had the better on’t, and made 
him foie Lord of all, becaufe Hormifdas 
(which was his Father’s name too) feem- 
ed in the fight to be too many for the 
Enemy. But Gontarius , another of Pro¬ 
copius’s Captains, imparting his intention 
to all Procopius's Soldiers that loved the 
Emperor, cry’d out in the midft of the 
fight, Augujlus, with a Hi out, and gave 
the fignal for all the reft to do the fame; 
fo that all Procopius's Men went over to 
Valens. 

And he as foon as he had gotten the 
Victory march’d to Sardeis, and thence 
into Phrygia , where in a Town called 
NacoLia he found Procopius ; and there a- 
gain one Naplo, a Captain of Procopius , 
having order’d every thing for the Empe¬ 
rors advantage, Valens had much the bet¬ 
ter of him; infomuch that he took the 
Traitor, and, not long after him, Marcel- 
lus, whom he put both to Death. But 
finding an Imperial Robe in Marcellus’s 
pofleflion that was given him by Proco¬ 
pius, he was fo angry at it, that he fell 
foul upon all and inquired after not one- 
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ly thofe that were ACfcors. in the Rebel-' 
lion, but thofe alfo that were Counfellers, 
in it, or fo much as heard any thing of 
it, which they did not prefently difcover. 
By which means he was very fevere up¬ 
on all forts of Men, without any jufticc; 
whilft all that either confpired or were 
but even kinfmen or friends of the Con- 
fpirators, though otherwife altogether in¬ 
nocent, were facrificed to the Emperours 
fury. 

Now this being the flats of Affairs in 
that part of the Empire, which was allot¬ 
ted to Fa lens, the Emperor Valent ini am 
who dwelt in the Countries beyond the 
Alps , fell into very great and unexpected 
dangers. For all Germany recollecting what 
they had fuffer’d in thole Days when Ju¬ 
lian was a Cefar, as foon as they heard of 
his Death, (hook ofF all fear from their 
Souls, and refuming their natural audaci¬ 
ty they went one and all and invaded 
the Countries that were fubjeCt to the 
Roman Empire. Where when the Empe¬ 
ror met ’em, they had a fmart Battel, in 
which the Barbarians won the Day and 
put the Roman Army to a fhameful flight. 
But Valentinian was refolv’d lie would 
not run away to fave his life; and there¬ 
fore bore the fortune of the fight with 
feeming fatisfaCtion, till he had found out 
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who were the caufe of their misfortune by 
beginning firft to fly. . And having made 
drift enquiry fo as at lalt to prove the 
Batavian Legion guilty of ic, he order’d 
all the Army to come together in all their 
habiliments of War, as if they had been 
to hear fome Speech that might have 
been for their inftruCtion in fome matter 
of confeqiience. And when they came, 
he made luch an Oration to’em, as brought 
perpetual iliame Upon them that began to 
fly; and commanded that the Batavi 
fliould be ftrip’d of their Arms and fold 
for fugitive (laves to any publick Colony 
or Plantation. Whereupon they all fell 
flat upon the ground and begg’d of him 
not to infliCb fo ihameful a puniuimenc up¬ 
on his Soldiers, promifmg that hereafter 
they would (hew themlelves men and 
worthy of the Roman Name. To which 
he coirrply’d, and bid ’em ihew by their 
action’s, they meant what they faid ; 
whilft they arolc from the Earth, and 
arming themlelves, as they ought to do, 
they renew’d the fight, and going without 
theTrcnch iliew’d fuch alacrity ana courage, 
that of an infinite number of Barbarians 
there were but few went home again. 
A nd thus the War againft all Germany end¬ 
ed at that time. 

But 
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But the Emperor Valens , having put 
many men to death after Frocopius’s death 
and confifcated the goods of many more, 
was hinder’d from his expedition into 
Ferjia by a party of Scythians , that live 
beyond the IJler, who infeftcd the Roman 
Territories. Againft whom he lent out 
a competent number of men and flopp’d 
their progrefs; nor oncly fo, but forced 
’em to furrender their Arms, and fent ’em 
to inhabit in feveral Towns of his, that 
lie upon the IJler with Orders, that they 
ihould be kept in a Prifon without Chains. 
Now thel'e were the Men that the Scythian 
Prince had fent Frcccpius as Auxiliaries to 
him, and therefore when he defiredof the 
Emperor that they might be difmifs’d, be- 
caule they were fent at the requeft of Em- 
bafladors from him who had then the 
power in his hands, the Emperor Valens 
would by no means hearken to it. For, 
he faid, they were neither fent to him nor 
taken as friends, but as Enemies: which 
was the caufe of the Scythian War. But 
when the Emperor perceiv’d the Enemy 
had fome thoughts of invading the Roman 
Dominions, and that upon the fame ac¬ 
count they were mufter’d up together 
with all fpeed, he drew his Army up a- 
long the bank of IJler , and lying himfelf 
at Marcianople (which is the biggeft City 

in 
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in all Thrace ) he took care both of his Ar¬ 
mies being well exercifed, and alfo that 
they wanted no provifions. At which 
time alfo he made Auxonius Prefect of the 
Court, Salujlius having leave to lay down 
his Commiffion byreafon of his Age, after 
he had been twice in that fame Office. 
Auxonius therefore, though fuch a dange¬ 
rous War was at hand, was not onely juft 
in colle&ing the Tributes, and feeing that 
no Man was opprefs’d beyond what was 
his right and due to pay; but he like- 
wife got a great many Ships of burthen, 
wherein he carry’d the Soldiers provifions 
through the Euxine Sea as far as the mouth 
of the IJler, and thence by Boats convey’d 
it to the feveral Towns upon the River- 
fide, fo that the Army might eafily be 
fupply’d. 

But after thefe things were thus trauf- 
a&ed in the Winter time, the Emperor in 
the beginning of the Spring march’d out 
of Marctanople, and going over into the 
Enemies Cou ntry with thole Soldiers, that 
were engarifon’d about rhe IJler , he at- 
taqued the Barbarians. But they not da¬ 
ring to fight a pitch’d Battel, abfeonded 
themfelves in the Ferins, from whence they 
made leered follies; and therefore he or¬ 
dered his Men to ftand their ground, 
whilft he mufter’d up alt the Servants a- 

bout 
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bout the Gimp, with all thofe that had the 
charge of the Carriages, and promifed to 
give that Man fuch a fum of Money who 
brought him the head of a Barbarian. 
Whereupon they were all in hopes to get 
the Money; and going into the Fenns and 
t§e Woods kill’d all they met, and bringing 
the heads of thofe that were (lain receiv’d 
the Sum appointed. By which means 
there were fuch a multitude deftroy’d, 
that the reft petition’d the Emperor for a 
Truce. Nor did he rejedt their defire, 
but a Peace was made between them, 
which was no difhonour to the Roman 
Name. For it was agreed that the Ro¬ 
mans ihould enjoy with all fecurity what¬ 
ever they formerly had, and the Barbari¬ 
ans were forbid to pafs the River or come 
at all into the Roman Dominions. 

Having made this Peace, he went to 
Constantinople, where feeing the Prefect of 
the Court was dead, lie gave Modejius the 
Place; and when he had fo done, made 
hafte toward the War in Perfia. 

But whilft he was employ’d in his pre¬ 
parations for that, the Emperor Valenti- 
nian, having put the German Affairs into 
a good pofture, thought fit to make pro- 
vifion for the future fecurity of the Cel- 
tick Countries. To which end he raifed a 
vaft multitude of young Men both of the 

Barbarians 
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Barbarians near the Rhine and of the Huf- 
bandmen that lived in Countries fubjeeb 
to the Romans ; all whom he mufter’d a- 
mong the Legionary Soldiers, and dilci- 
plin’d them fo well, that out of meer 
dread of that skill and experience in mi¬ 
litary Affairs, there was not one of all thofe 
who live beyond the Rhine , who durft 
attempt the Cities which were under the 
Romans, for nine years together ; About 
which time one Valentinian was banifii’d 
for fome mifdemeanours into the Ifland of 
Britain , where whilft he endeavoured to 
make himfelf abfolute, he loft his hopes 
and his life together. And Valentinian 
the Emperor alfo fell fick of a Diftemper, 
which had like to have coft him his life: 
but yet he recover’d, and then the Cour¬ 
tiers came about him, defiring that he 
Would declare who fhould be his Succef- 
for, left any thing fhould happen to be¬ 
fall him, and thereby the Commonwealth 
be endamaged. To whom the Emperor 
alien ted, and declared his Son Gratianus 
Emperor and his Partner in the Govern¬ 
ment, though he were young, and not 
yet ripe of Age. 

But the Affairs of the Weft being in 
this condition, the Emperor Valens pre¬ 
pared to go for the Eaft againft the Per pans, 

Qls whither 








The Hijiory Book IV* 

whither he was firft bound. And as he 
went gently onward, he affifted the Towns 
that fent Embafladors to him as much as 
was convenient: befides his doing many 
other good actions , and eafily granting 
their requells to all fuch as made juft De¬ 
mands. And when he came to Antioch 
he order’d all matters relating to the War 
with great caution and fecurity; but ha¬ 
ving llay’d the Winter-feafon in the Pa¬ 
lace there, he went in the Spring to Hie- 
rapolis ; from whence he led his Army a- 
gainft the Perfians, and when Winter came 
again return’d to Antioch. And thus was 
the War againft the Perfians protra&ed. 
But whilft the Emperor was at Antioch, 
there happen’d an unufual accident which 
was this. There was one Theodor ns a- 
mong the reft of the Imperial Notaries, a 
Perfon well born and bred, but very young 
and eafily drawn into Vice by the gla- 
vering delufions of diflembling Knaves, as 
being in the heat and vigour of liis Age. 
Him therefore did a parcel of fuch Fel¬ 
lows fet upon, and perfuaded him that 
they were excellent Scholars; particular¬ 
ly that, by their skill in Divination, which 
they very well underftood, they could fore¬ 
tell things to come; and having enquired 
who Ihould be Emperor after Valens, they 
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had fet up a Tripos, which in a fecret 
manner revealed to them what was to 
come: and furthermore, that in that Tri¬ 
pos there appear’d the Letters Sr. e o. and 
S [i.e. Theod. ] which did as good as fay 
in plain terms that Theodoras ihould fuc- 
ceed Valens in the Empire. 

With thefe fooleries he was fo taken, 
that he was mighty defirous to be conti¬ 
nually converfant with Juglers and Con¬ 
jurers, confulting what was to be done; 
but was complain’d of to the Emperor, 
who made him fuffer for it according to 
his defert. After which there was alfo a- 
nother accident. One Fcriunatianus , who 
was the Emperors Treaiurer, had fen- 
tenced one of his Soldiers to be whip’d 
for Sorcery ; who having been put to the 
Torture and forced to accufe fome others 
that were his Accomplices, the Trial was 
removed before Modefins who was Prefect 
of the Court, becaufe there were fome 
perfons brought in, that were not fubjeft: 
to the former Judges jurifdiftion. For 
Juftice and Judgment take place among 
all forts of Men; and the Emperor, who 
was extreamly incenfed, iiifpe&ed all the 
moft famous Philofophcrs, or any other 
perfons that were bred up to Learning, 
befides fome Men of Quality in the Court, 
who were accus’d as Gonfpirators againft 

Q_4 the 
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the Empire. And upon this fcore all places 
were full of weeping and lamentation; for 
all the Prilons were cram’d with Men that 
did not deferve to be in them, and there 
were more Men upon the Roads, than 
were letc in the Cities. Nay, the very 
Guards that were fet to keep the Prifons 
where fuch poor Innocents lay, confefl 
themfelves unable to fecure thole that were 
under their charge, and were afffaid left 
they fhould one time or other eleape from 
’em by nicer force, they were fo many. 
And in this cafe the Informers went off 
without any danger, being oaely forced to 
accufe others ; whilft tjie convidcd were 
fometimes put to death without lawful 
proof, and iome of ’em loft their Eflatcs, 
infomuch that their Wives, Children, and 
other Relations were reduced to expream 
nccefilty. For the D.efign was by thefe 
feveral wicked arts to raile a great funi 
or Money lor the Treafury. Now the 
f.rfr great Philofophcr that was taken oiT, 
was Maximus; and after him Hilarius of 
Phrygia, who had plainly interpreted feme 
obicurc Oracle, with Simonides, Patricias 
the Lydian, and Andronicus of Curia, who 
were all men of incomparable Learning, 
and condemn’d rather out of envy than 
by any juft proceeding. Whereby all 
things were in fo great a confufion, 
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that the Informers and the Rabble along 
with ’em would go without controul into 
any mans Houfe, rifle all they mer, and 
deliver ’em to thole that were appointed 
to kill ’em all without hearing what they 
could fay for themfelves. A'ud of thele 
Rogues one Fejlus was the Ring-leader, 
whom the Emperor, knowing to be very 
ready at all kind of cruelty, had fent Pro- 
conlul into Afia, that no learned Man 
might be left alive, but his Defign might 
fucceed. For Fejlus having made what 
fcarch he could, kill’d all that he found 
without any tryal of ’em, and forced the 
left to fly thejr Country. 

Now the- calamity which befell the 
Cities upon the account of Theodoras was 
thus removed. Whilft Vdlentinian who 
thought he had pretty well managed the 
German War, was very fevere upon Iris 
Subjects, in exacting of Tributes, and ex¬ 
torting from ’em much more than ever 
they uled co pay. Though he pretend¬ 
ed that the Military expences forced him 
to lay out Money from the publick Stock. 
And thus having caufed every body to 
hate him, he was more bitter titan before: 
nor would he either inquire whether the 
Magiftrates kept themfelves from bribery, 
but envy’d all that had the reputation of 
leading a biamelcfs lift. And, to fpeak 

plainly, 
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plainly, he was quite another man from 
what he appear’d to be at the beginning 
of his Reign. For which caufc the Afri¬ 
cans who could not endure the Avarice 
of that Roman who was the Magifter Mi¬ 
litant, [ Matter of the Soldiery or Gene¬ 
ral ] among the Moors , they gave the 
Purple Robe to Firntus and declared him 
to be Emperor. Which being told, no 
doubt but it troubled Valentinian : who 
immediately commanded certain Legi¬ 
ons from the Gatifons in Tannonia and 
Myfia to fail into Africa. And thereupon 
the Sarmatians with the Quadi, who were 
long before offended with him that had 
the charge of thole places (whole name 
was Celefiius) when the Soldiers vyere 
gone over into Africa, invaded the Pan- 
nonians and the My fans. For fince Cele - 
fiius had broken his Oath and not onely 
deceiv’d, but kill’d their Prince by trea¬ 
chery, before they rofe from Table, the 
Barbarians very wifely took the opportu- 
nity of this Expedition and plunder d all 
the Country about the JJler, carrying all 
away that they found out of the Cities, 
or Towns. By which means the Panno- 
nians were expofed to the Barbarian 
cruelty, whilft the Soldiers were very neg¬ 
ligent in defending their Towns, and did 
as much damage as the Barbarians them- 

lelves 
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felves to all places within the River. But 
Myfia fuffer’d no injury, becaufe Theodo- 
fitts, who was the Magifter Militum, fo 
valiantly withftood ’em and routed ’em 
when they came againft him. And from 
that Vidory he not only gain’d great Ho¬ 
nour, but afterward came to be Emperor. 
But of that we Ihall fpeak in due time. 

But Valentinian, not able to endure the * 
news which he heard, march’d out of Cel- 
tica into Illyricum, with a Defign to make 
War upon the Quadi and Sarmatians ; 
and made Merobaudes , who feemed to 
have more experience in Military Affairs 
than any other, General of his whole 
Army. But feeing that the Winter wea¬ 
ther lafted a little longer than ordinary, 
the Quadi fent Embafladors to him with 
fuch inttrudions as were not modeft or 
becoming : at which the Emperor was fo 
angry, that being almoft mad the blood 
came down from his head, into his mouth 
and ftop’d his breath, fo that he died, af¬ 
ter he had lived in Illyricum nine months 
wanting fome few days, and in the twelfth 
year of his Reign. 

When he was dead a Thunderbolt fell 
upon Sirmium which burnt both the Palace 
and the Market-place, and feemed to fuch 
as arc Critical Judges of thole things to be 

an 
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aa ill Omen concerning publick Affairs. 
There alfo happen’d Earthquakes in fome 
places; and Crete i vas lhaken very much 
as likewife ? eloponnefus and all Greece, fo 
that many places were ruin’d by it, yea 
almoft all tumbled down, except Athens 
and the Country of Attica, which they 
fay were faved by this means. Nejlorius, 
who at that time was the chief Sacrift 
there, faw a Vifion that commanded him 
to pay publick Honours to that Heroe, 
Achilles: for it would.be a fafeguard to 
the City. But he having communicated 
this to tha Magiftrates of the City, they 
thought he was fo old, as to doat, and 
regarded not what he faid, wherefore he 
conftder d of it within himfelf, and recei¬ 
ving inftruftrions from Divine Contempla¬ 
tions, he fetup the Heroes Image which he 
made in a Imall Houfe under the Statue 
of Minerva which was placed in the Vir¬ 
gin-Chamber. And as often as he did 
fa.crifice to the Goddefs, he at the fame 
time duly perform’d what belong’d to the 
Heroe. And by this means having fatif- 
fied the defire of the Villon, th z Athe- 
nians were free from the Earthquake which 
fell upon every body elle excepting onely 
the Country of Attica which partook of 
the Heroes kindnefs. Now that this is 

true 
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true you may read in Syrianus the Philo- 
lofopher, who has written an Hymn up¬ 
on this Heroe. And thefe things I thought 
iit to add as not altogether impertinent 
to our prefent bufinefs. 

Bur now that Valentinian was dead, 
and Merobaudcs and Equitius, two Tri¬ 
bunes, faw Valens and Grattan lived then at 
a great diftance (for the one was in the 
Eaft, and the other left by his Father in 
the Weft of Gaul) they fear’d left it fliould 
fo fall out, that the Barbarians beyond 
Ifter might make fome effort whilft the 
Country was without a Governour, and 
therefore fent for Valentinians younger 
Son, whom he had by his Wife, that was 
Magnentitts’s Widow, and not far off with 
the Child. Whom when they had cloth’d 
in Purple they brought him into the Court, 
being fcarce five years of Age. And when 
it came to pafs that Grattan and this young 
Valentinian divided the Empire between 
’em,according to their diferetion who were 
their Guardians or Protestors (for they 
were not of age to manage their own Af¬ 
fairs) the Celtick Countries, all Spain and 
the Ifland of Britain was given to Gratia- 
ttus, and Valentinian was to have all Italy, 
Illyricum, and Africa. Whilft in the mean 
time many innundations of Wars ore- 
flow’d the Emperor Valens from all parts. 
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Of which the firft were, the Ifauri ( who 
are by feme called Tifidat, by others Soly- 
nti, and by others Cilices montani or Moun¬ 
tain C 'tlkims , of whom we will fpeak 
more accurately when we come to the pro¬ 
per place for it) • who plunder’d the Towns 
fa Lycia and Pamphylia, and though they 
could not get pofieflion of the Walls and 
Houfes, yet they took away all that was 
in the Streets, or Fields. But the Empe¬ 
ror who was yet at Antioch , fent a fuffi- 
cient number of Men (as he drought) a- 
gainft ’em, and then the Ifauri fled with 
all their fpoils into the craggy Mountains, 
where die Soldiers were either fo lazy as 
not to follow ’em, or otherwife unable to 
remedy thofe misfortunes which the fcvc- 
ral Towns had u ndergone. 

But whilft thefe things were thus ma¬ 
naged, a certain, barbarous Nation, which 
was never known till then, but appear’d 
all of a fudden, attaqued the Scythians be¬ 
yond IJler. They are called Hunni, [ and 
we know not^ whether you may fay, they 
were Scythians , that lived under a Kingly 
Government, or thole whom Herodotus 
fays lived near the IJler, and were a fort 
of flat-nofed;, weak people, or whether 
diey came out of Afta inro Europe. For 
I have read a Story that tells us, The 
Cimmerian Bofphorus was made firm ground 
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by mud brought down the Tanais and af¬ 
forded them a Land-pallage over out of 
AJia into Europe. But however, these they 
were, with their Wives, Children, Horfes 
and Carriages, and invaded the Scythians 
that live upon the Ifier: and though they 
neither could nor underftood how to fight 
on foot (for how fhould they? when 
they are not able to fet their feet firm 
upon the earth, but live continually, nay 
deep on Horfe-back ) yet by their wheel¬ 
ing about upon their Horfes, by their ex- 
curfions, and timely retreats, ana by flioot- 
ing as they rode, they made a great {laugh¬ 
ter among the Scythians. And this they 
did fo continually, that the furviving Scy¬ 
thians were forced to leave their Habita¬ 
tions to thefe Hunni , and palling over the 
IJler to go and befeech the Emperor to re¬ 
ceive ’em , upon their promife to be his 
true and faithful Fellow-Soldiers. Which 
petition of theirs feeing the Officers of 
Garifon Towns near the IJler deliberated 
upon till the Emperors pleafure was 
known, Valens permitted them to be re¬ 
ceived but without their Arms. In order 
whereunto the Tribunes, and other Com¬ 
manders went over to fetch the Barba* 
rians unarm’d into the Roman Territories: 
but fpent their time oneiy in looking af¬ 
ter handfom Wenches , hunting out pret¬ 
ty 
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ty Boys for beaftly ufes, or making thern- 
felves mafters of Slaves and Country hinds 
(for they minded nothing that concern’d 
the publick good ) fo that a great many 
pafs’d over with'their Arms, through meer 
negligence; who as foon as they were got 
into the Roman Dominions, remember’d 
neither their Petitions nor their Oaths, 
but fill’d all Thrace, Pannonia and the 
whole Country as tar as Macedonia and 
ThejJ'aly, with Barbarians that pillaged all 
before ’em. 

When therefore they were in fuch ex¬ 
tremity of danger, certain perfons went 
to the Emperor and told him what had 
happen’d. Whereupon having fetled his 
Affairs in Per ft a as well as he could, he 
made hade from Antioch and went for 
Confantinople : from whence he march’d 
into Thrace to fight thofe fugitive Scy¬ 
thians. But as the Army and the Em¬ 
peror himfelf were going forth, thfcy faw 
a ftrange fight, which was this. There was 
the body of a Man lying in the Rode, 
flone-ftill, that look’d as if it had been 
whip’d from head to heel, oncly its eyes 
were open, and ftared upon all that came 
near it. Of whom when they had de¬ 
manded, What he was, and whence he 
came, or who had flafh’d him fo, and re¬ 
ceiv’d no anfwcr; they thought it fomc 

pro- 
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prodigious thing and fliew’d him to the 
Emperor as he palled by. Who though 
he ask’d it the lame queftions, yet it re¬ 
main’d fpeechlefs; nor could it be thought 
a living creature becaufe it was void of all 
motion, or quite dead, becaufe the Eyes 
were lcemingly well. At laft it vanifh’d 
of a fudden. Which when the danders- 
by beheld they could not tell what to 
think; but thofe, that have skill in fuch 
things, laid, it foretold the future State of 
the Empire, That the Commonwealth 
fliould look as if it were beaten and 
whip’d, like thofe that are juft expiring, 
till by the ill-management of Magiftrlt'S 
and Minifters it were quire dead. Arid 
indeed if we confider every thing, this 
prediftion will appear to be true. 

But the Emperor Valens feeing the Scy¬ 
thians plunder all Thrace, refolv’a to fend 
thofe men whom he had brought along 
with him out of the Eaft, and knew to 
be very good at fighting on Horfe-back, 
to make the fieft charge upon the Scy¬ 
thian Horfe. They therefore having re¬ 
ceiv’d the Word from the Emperor' went 
in fmail numbers out of the Gates of Con- 
flantincple, and killing the ftrtfgling Scy¬ 
thians with their Spears, brought many 
of their Heads each day into' the? City: 
And becaufe the nimblenels of their Horfes, 
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together with the force of their Spears 
made the Scythians think it hard to over¬ 
come them , they intended to circumvent 
the Saracens by a itratagem , which was 
thus : They planted Ambufcades in feveral 
places of three Scythians to one Saracen : 
but failed of their Defign; for that the 
Saracens through the fwiftnefs and agility 
of their Horfes could get away whenever 
they law any confiderable number of them 
acoming. But if they came up to ’em foftiy, 
and hit ’em with their Spears, they com¬ 
monly made fuch a (laughter among the 
Scythians, that at laid they chofe rather 
to pals the JJier, fince they defpair’d of 
doing any good of it, and furrender them-, 
felves to the Hunni, than be all knock’d on 
the head by the Saracens. When there¬ 
fore they forfook all the places near Con- 
jiantinopk, and were gone farther into the 
Country, the Emperor had room to draw 
his Army forward. But whilft he flood 
confidering how he fhould manage the 
War (when fuch a multitude of Barbari¬ 
ans were at hand, and the ill conduct of 
his own Officers gave him fuch trouble, 
that as he was affraid to calheer ’em in 
fuch tempeftuous circumflances; fo alio 
he was doubtful who he fhould put in 
their places, fince no one appear’d that 
was fit for fuch employments) Sebajlta- 
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ms left the Weft (though the Emperors 
there did notunderftand how things went 
by reafon of their nonage, but gave them- 
felvcs wholly up to hearing of Caluriihies 
from the Eunuchs that attended in their 
Chambers) and came to Conflantinople. 
Which when Valens heard of,' arid was fa- 
cisfied how skilful a perfon he Was both 
in military and civil Affairs, he niade him 
General, and trufted him With the ma¬ 
nagement of the whole War. Whereupori 
Selaftiamu confidering the effeminacy and 
fluggiftmefs of the Tribunes as Well a$ 
the Soldiers, how that they were bred 
and taught onely to run away, and to 
defire things that were bafe and more fit 
for Women than Men to wilh for, He 
beg’d that he might have but two thou- 
fand Men of his own choofing. For he 
knew it was a difficult matter to com¬ 
mand a multitude of men that had been 
diflbluteiy govern’d, though it was eafte 
enough to teach a frnall number, and re¬ 
claim ’em from their effeminacy into man¬ 
hood : befides that it was more expedi¬ 
ent to run the rifque of a few than of all. 
By which Arguments having perfuaded 
tlie Emperor and obtain’d his defire. He 
took not fuch wild had been bred up in 
ttJvVardicfc and ttfed to run away, but a 
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party of men that had been lately taken 
into the Army, who were lufty hale Fel¬ 
lows, and ieemed to him who could judg 
of men, to be fit for any fervice. He 
therefore prefently made trial of each one 
among ’em, and what was wanting he fup- 
ply’d by continual exei cite, commending 
and rewarding all thole that were obe¬ 
dient , but leeming fevere and inexor¬ 
able to all that were dilobedient. And 
when he had by this means taught ’em 
all military Art, he took polleftion of cer¬ 
tain walled Towns, as having a great re¬ 
gard to the lafety of Ins Army. But from 
thence he attaqued the Barbarians by fre¬ 
quent Ambulcades as they came out to 
forage: and fometime when they were 
loadcnwith Spoils he kill’d’em, and made 
himfelf Mailer of what they had; and at 
other times dcflroy’d ’em whilft they were 
Drunk or walking in the River. 

But when he had taken off a great 
part of the Barbarians by thefe methods, 
and that the red were fo much aflxaid of 


him that they durfl not come to; forage, 
he was extraordinarily envied. And that 
envv beg;; : an hatred of him, tih-e length 
he v,a'. "accufcd before the Emperor by 
mofe :h;t had iolt their Commands, and 
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him a diskindnefs. And by this- means 
the Emperor being perverted into an un- 
rdafonable fufpicidn of him, Selallianus 
fent the Emperor word, that hfi would 
have him flay where he was and not 
march forward : For that it was no eafie 
matter to come to a pitch’d Battel with 
fuch a vaft number of men; but it was 
better to protraft the time by ctrcurriven- 
rions and Atnbufcades till they defpair’d 
for want of neceflimes, andeithee furren- 
der’d themfelves, or departed ■ out of the 
Roman Territories and put themfelves un¬ 
der the Hitnns rather than be expofed to 
all that mifery and deftruflidn which does 
attend a Famine. But whilft"he' advifed 
the Emperor to this, the adverfe party 
perfuaded him, ’to march forth’with his 
whole Army: for that the Barbarians 
were almoft all deftroy’d, and the Em¬ 
peror might gain a Vi&ory without any 
trouble. And this counfel of theirs though . 
it were the Worfe of the two fo far prevail¬ 
ed, that fas ill fortune would have it) the 
Emperor drew forth his whole Army with¬ 
out any order at all. Which when the 
Barbarians boldly met they got the bet¬ 
ter of it by far and kill’d almoft all of 
°em, except fome few, with whom the 
Emperor fled into an unwalled Village; 
about which the Barbarians piled Wood 
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and fetfing fire co it burnt all that ran thi¬ 
ther together with the Inhabitants, infuch 
a manner that no one t eopld ever find the 
Emperor’s body. .> 

Now when Affairs were reduced to 
this low ebb, Vidor who commanded the 
Roman H or ftp, efcaping the danger along 
with fame of the Horl'e, went into Mace¬ 
donia and. Theljaly, and from thence ma¬ 
king an excursion into Myjia and Fannonia , 
he told Gratian, who then lay thereabout, 
how things had fallen out, as allb of the 
lofs botii^of the Empcrpr and the Army. 
Which Gratian heard with patience, and 
Wits not much concern’d for his Uncles 
Death (for there had been a grudg be¬ 
tween them two) bur feeing himlelt un¬ 
able to manage his Affairs, fince Thrace 
was over run by the Barbarians, as like- 
wile Myjia and Fannonia , and that the bar¬ 
barous Nations upon the Rhine intefted 
the Neighbouring Towns without con* 
troul, he chofe 7 heodo/ius to be his Part¬ 
ner in the Empire, whp was born at 51 
Town called Canca, in that part of Spain 
called Hifpania Caller da , and had good 
skill as well as experience In Military Af¬ 
fairs, And having made him Governour 
of Thrace and of the Rift Countries, He 
went himfelf into the Weft of Gallia, tp 
compofe things cher^ if it \yqre poifible, 

Whilft 
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Whilft therefore the new Emperor Theo* 
Aofms remain’d at Thejfalonica, there was 
a great concourfe of people from all parts 
chat flock’d thither both upon private 
and publick bufinefs, and hiving obtain’d 
of him as much as it was fit for him to 
grant, went away again. But fince a great 
multitude of the Scythians that lived be¬ 
yond the Ifter (I mean the Gottbi, and the 
Taiphali, and the reft of thofe Nations 
which formerly lived among’em) had pat 
fed the River, and were forced to infeft 
the Roman Dominions, becaufe the Hunni 
had gotten into their Country , the Em¬ 
peror Theodojius prepared for a War with 
all his Forces. But feeing all Thrace was 
in the hands of the aforelaid Nations, and 
thofe that guarded the Towns and Caftles 
there durft not move out of their Walls, 
much lefs engage in the open field, Moda- 
res , who was of the Royal Family of Scy¬ 
thia, and had not long before come over 
to the Romans , who, for his fidelity to 
’em, had made him Magifier Militum [/, e. 
a General 3 having drawn the Soldiers to 
the top of an Hill which was even and plain 
like a Meadow, of a great length, with fpa- 
tious fields at the botcom of it, he lay 
there unknown to the Barbarians. And 
underftanding by his Scouts that all the 
Enemies were in the fields below, luxu- 
R 4 rioufiy 
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rioufly wafting and deftroying all the fo¬ 
rage and proviftons that they found ei¬ 
ther in the Fields or in the unwalled Vil¬ 
lages, lo that they lay there Drunk, he 
commanded his Soldiers fo as not to be 
.heard by the Enemy, to go with their 
Swords and Bucklers onely, without their 
heavy Armour or joyning of their Shields 
together, as they ufecf, and fet upon the 
Barbarians whilft they were drown’d in 
picafurc. Which they accordingly having 
uone, in one finall part 'of a-Day kill’d 
every one of ’em; among whom fome 
wure never fcnfibie who hurt ’em, others 
juft felt their Wound and died, and the 
>ek were taken off by feveral forts of 
Death. And afterward when they were 
all ftain, they fell to rifling the Dead, from 
whence they proceeded to the Women 
and Children and took four thoufand Wag¬ 
gons and as many Captives as may pro¬ 
bably ride in lo many Carriages , befides 
them that went on foot and only rode now 
anu then ( as ’tis ul'ual) by turns, to eafe 
themlelvcs. 

T/ uls when the Army had made ufe of 
au that Fortune offer’d to it, the Affairs 
of Thrace, which had been upon the very 
brink of ruin, were then at reft, ftnee 
the Barbarians there were deftroy’d be¬ 
yond all hopes. But the Dominions of 

the 
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the Eaft had like to have utterly been 
ruined by this means: After the Hums 
had invaded the Nations beyond IJier (as I 
have told you) and that the Scythians could 
not withftand their incurfions, they .beg’d 
of the Emperor Balers who was then in 
being, that he would take’em into Thrace f 
and they would do all the Duties of Fel¬ 
low-Soldiers and good Subjects, in perfect 
obedience to all his Commands. With 
which Promife of theirs Balsas was fo far 
perfuaded as to admit ’em : and thinking 
it would be a fufficient caution for -their 
fidelity if he caus’d all their Children’who 
were yet very young to be brought up in 
another Country, he fenc a great number 
of little Brats into the Eaft, and made 
Julius the Overfecr both of their Educa¬ 
tion and keeping, becaufe he thought him 
lufficiently qualified with underftanding 
for both thole Offices. He therefore di- 
llributed them into feveral Towns, left 
the Barbarian Youth , being fuch a vaft 
number together, might have any oppor¬ 
tunity to rebel or being out of their own 
Country, to forma Confpiracy. Now 
the news of what had befaln their Coun¬ 
try-men in Thrace was brought to them 
whilft they lived at the feveral Towns 
and were grown to Mans eftate. At which 
they were much troubled, arid met toge- 
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ther, as many of’em as lived in one City, 
who privately fent word to thofe that in¬ 
habited in other places, that they had a 
mind to fet upon the Roman Towns in re¬ 
venge for what their Parents and Coun¬ 
try-men had fuffer’d. In the mean time 
Julius hearing of the Barbarians inten¬ 
tion, and doubting what to do, though 
he at the fame inftant feared the expedite 
Attempts of the Barbarians > when they 
were once fet on, he relblv d not to let 
Theodojius know of the Defign, not onely 
becaufe he was then in Macedonia, but 
alfo becaufe this Charge was committed to 
him by Valens and not by Theodojius, who 
was then Emperor, but yet hardly knew 
Julius : and therefore fent Letters pri¬ 
vately to the Senate of Conjlantinople , from 
whom having Authority to do what he 
thought moft conducing to the publick 
good, he removed the danger that threa¬ 
ten’d the feveral Towns in this manner. 
He fent for all the Military Officers and 
gave ’em an Oath of fecrefie before he 
told ’em his Defign. Which when they 
underflood and were inflrufted what to 
do, they fpread a report among all the 
Barbarians of each Town, that the Em¬ 
peror had a mind to prefent ’em with 
large gifts, and give ’em every one not 

onely Money but Land top, to oblige 
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’em to love himfelf and the Roman 
bJation. In order whereunto they bad 
’em all meet at their Metropolifes of 
chief Cities upon a certain Day. With 
which news the Barbarians were fo pleaf- 
qd, that they remitted fomething of their 
fury and the deftrudlion which they in¬ 
tended to their feveral Cities: And up¬ 
on the Day appointed they all flock’d to 
the places where they were order’d to meet. 
Where when they arrived, the Soldiers 
who knew the fignal, got up upon the 
tops of Houfes that were near the feveral 
Market-places ( where the throng of’em 
was) and as the Barbarians came in did 
fo pelt ’em with Stones and Darts that 
they kill’d ’em every man and freed the 
Eaflern Cities from all their fears. 

And thus did the fagacity of-their Of¬ 
ficers put an end to thole misfortunes 
which happen’d both in the Ealt and 
Thrace. Whilfl at the fame time the Em¬ 
peror Theodojius living in Thejfalontca was 
very acceffible to all that had a mind to 
fee him; but having begun his Reign in 
pleafure and idlenefs, he put the Magiftra- 
cy into diforder, and made the Military 
Officers more than they were before. For 
whereas there had been formerly but one 
general or Mafler of the Horfe, and one 
ptlier of the Foot, he dffinbuted thofe Of- 
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fices among above more thq.11 five,' and 
thereby put the publick to greater charges 
for provifions.. For every one of thofe 
five -or more had as much allow’d him, 
as either of ’em had when there was but 
two: Ivfides that it was opprefiion upon 
the Solders to be expofed to the avarice of 
lp many Officers. For every one of ’em 
would get as much out of the Soldiers 
allowance as one of two Ihould. But this 
was not all: tor he encrcafed the number 
of Captains, Lieutenants and Tribunes to 
fuch a degree, that he left ’em twice as 
many as he found ’em, not had the Sol¬ 
diers one farthing of their allowance out 
of the Treafury. All which was occa- 
fion’d by the Emperors negligence and ex - 
ceffive covetoufnefs. Nay farther, it was 
Ffe that introduced l'uch a vad expence at 
the Imperial Table, that to ierve in fuch 
a quantity of provifions and furnilh a 
Table fo richly; there were whole Legions 
of Cooks, Butlers, and other attendants, 
j^liom if a man would reckon up he mud 
fpend a great: deal of time in taking down 
jjjteir names. For as ro the multitude of 
Eunuchs about the Court employ’d in the 
Emperors fervice, and how mod of ’em, 
ffpccially fuch as were more beautiful 
than others called any Magidrate or Of¬ 
ficer to account whom they pleas’d, and 

how 
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how they had in effect the foie Govern¬ 
ment of the Empire, diipofing of the Em¬ 
peror as they thought fit, and changing 
his mind to whatfoever they defired. As 
to thefe things why fliould I fpeak much, 
I fay, when I am to iliew the particular 
caufes of that dedru&ion which happen’d 
through fuch means. • For as he would 
fquander away the publick Stock with¬ 
out any confideration and bedow it up¬ 
on fellows that had no worth in ’em, 
till he was like enough to want Money; 
So he fold all Commands of Provinces to 
any one that would buy ’em, without 
any regard either to the reputation or 
conversation of the party, and thought 
him bed qualified that brought him mod 
Gold or Silver. So that you might fee 
Goldfmiths and Bankers and others that 
are of the mod fordid proiefiions, with 
the Enfigns of Magidracy about ’em, and 
felling the Provinces to thofe that had 
mod Money. 

And now fince there was fuch a change 
in the Slate and fo much for the worfe, 
the Soldiery was foon, lefien’d, and came 
even to nothing at 'all.: befides that all 
the Money was gone;pur .of the Towns, 
parriy to pay exceflive Taxes, and partly 
to fatisfie the covetoufnefs of the Magi- 
llrates. For vvhofoever did not endea¬ 


vour 
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vour to pleafe and humour their infati- 
able deftre, they fuborn’d fellows to ac- 
cufe him, and did as good as fay, 
they mud get up what they paid tor 
their places. By which means thofe that 
lived in Towns led a very miferable 
life through their own poverty and the 
iniquity of the Magiftrates, and onely 
pray’d to God to deliver em from fuch 
afftiaions; for as yet they were permit¬ 
ted to go in to the Temples and worlliip 
the Gods after their Country fafhion. 

But the Emperor Theodojtus feeing the 
Army very much diminifhed, permitted 
the Barbarians beyond Ijier , as many 
as would to come to him, and promi- 
fed to make all the Fugitives, Soldiers. 
Upon which terms many of em went to 
him and were mufler d among the Le¬ 
gions ; conceiving within theriifelves when 
they were more of ’em together, they 
inioht eafily attaque the Government and 
make themlelvcs Lords of all. But the 
Emperor having taken a view of the Fu¬ 
gitives who were a great multitude, aud 
more already than die other Soldiers that 
u - e re therearid confidering alfo how it 
were polfiblc to curb ’em if they had a 
mind to break their promiles ol Obedi¬ 
ence, he thought bed to mingle fome of 
3 em with thofe Legions that were in E- 

gyp's 
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gypt, and take a Detachment from thence 
to fupply their places in his Army. Which 
when he had done, fo that one party 
came and the other went according to 
the Emperor’s Order, the Egyptians in¬ 
deed march’d through the feveral Towns 
very quietly and paid for what they had, 
but the Barbarians behaved tliemfelves 
very rudely, and difpofed of all that was 
in the feveral Markets as they pleas’d. 
But when they both met at Philadelphia, 
which is a Town in Lydia the Egyptians 
who were far fewer than the Barbarians 
obferv’d their Officers Orders, whilft the 
f; Barbarians who exceeded them in num- 
f ber, pretended to a greater priviledg. 

And therefore when a certain Tradefman 
[ >« the Market place demanded his Money 

| lor Goods that he had fold to a Barbarian, 
| but the Barbarian drew his fword and cut 
| him,whereupon the man cry’d out^md there 
j was another alio hurt who came to afiift 
! him, the Egyptians being forry to fee fuch 
\ an ill a&ion, they modeftly admonilh’d 
the Barbarians to refrain from fuch un- 
\ nnhandfom and unjuft deeds; for that it 
j did not become men that rclblv’d to live 
under the Roman Laws. But they were 
t; never the better for their advice buc: drew 
* upon them too, fo long till ghe Egyp- 

| tians 

i 
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tiam giving way to their paflion fell upon 
’em, kill’d above two hundred, and woun¬ 
ding fome of ’em compelled the reft to 
fly & into Sinks where they died. But 
when the Egyptians had done thus to the 
Barbarians at Philadelphia, and perfuaded 
them to be more modeft, as being never 
like to want Enemies, they held on their 
way i and the Barbarians march d toward 
Egypt whither they were bound. Now 
their General was Hormifdas, a Ferfian, 
the Son of that Hormijdas, who was with 
the Emperor Julian in the Ferfian War. 
But when the Egyptians came into Mace¬ 
donia and were joyn’d with the Legions 
there, no Order was obferv’d in the Camp,’ 
nor any diftintlion between a Roman and 
a Barbarian, but all converfed promifeu- 
oufly toaetner, neither was there io much 
as a Muller-Roll kept of the Soldiers 
names. Nay farther, it was permitted 
that the Fugitives might go back into 
their own Countrey , ' though they were 
lifted among the Legions and fend o- 
thers in their ••Read', and when they 
pleased come again and be Soldier^ under 

the .Re*'; f - . , . 

; Whe - d.v; Ba, bar has (aw luch emordetf 
in - the vV-ny ( for the FugCivcs-mfctnfd 
’em oi it, o'.':ides tne tree acceis vincl? 

they 
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they had to it) they thought this a fair 
opportunity to make an Attempt upoiithe 
Romans, who were fo carelefs in the con- 
duft of their Affairs. And therefore ha¬ 
ving patted the River with eafe, and 
march’d as far as Macedonia (for lio body 
hinder’d ’em, being the Fugitives could let 
’em pafs without moleftation as far as 
they pleas’d ) when they found that the 
Emperor was coming'to meet ’em with 
all his Forces, by a great fire Which they 
faw at Mid-night and guefied to be near 
the Emperor and his Retinue (which 
they alfo underftood fo to be from the 
Fugitives that came to ’em ) they ran by 
the light of that fire up to the Emperor’s 
Tent. Where being joyn’d by the Fugi¬ 
tives, the Romans onely (except fo trie, few 
fugitives that were on their fide)' oppofed 
’em. Yet being fo few Again ft (o' many, 
they made indeed a fhift to give the'Em¬ 
peror time to efcape, but thenifelvbs were 
all Haiti; not but that they fought brave¬ 
ly and kill’d a great multitude o£ the' Bar¬ 
barians. Upon which occafion if ilie Bar¬ 
barians had follow’d their blow, and, pur- 
fu’d thofe that fled away With the! Em¬ 
peror, they had certainly vanquiffVd ’em 
every man upon the fir ft attempt. But 
being fatisfied with what they had won, 
and made themfelves Matters of Macedo- 

S nia t 
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via and Thejfaly , which no body guarded, 
they left the Towns to their own liberty, 
and did ’em no damage, out of hopes to 
have a Tribute from ’em. 

But the Emperor, when he heard they 
were march’d home upon that account, 
fecured the Caftles and walled Towns 
with Guards , and went himlelf to Con- 
(lantinofie ; having font Letters to the 
Emperor Grattan to tell him what had 
happen’d, and that it was neceftary with 
all fpeed to fend Relief in fuch extremity 
of danger. And when he had difpatch’d 
away Couriers, Polls or Letter-Carriers 
upon that Meltage, he took notice of what 
Macedonia and Thejfaly had fuller’d, but 
made fuch Collectors of Tribute, as were 
fevere and rigid in their exactions of it': 
fo that a Man might have feen all that 
which was left through the humanity of 
the Barbarians , gather’d up for Tribute. 
For they paid not only Money, but gave in 
their Womens Attire, and all their Clothes, 
even to that (I was going to fay) which 
cover’d their nakednefs, to fatisne Taxes. 
Tnfomuch that every Town and Country 
was full oFlamentation and tears; whilft 
they all called out upon the Barbarians 
and defired their abidance, 

And 
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And this was the Stare of Macedonia 
and Thejfaly : whilft at the fame time the 
Emperor Theodofius made his entrance into 
Conjlantinople with fplendour, as if he had 
Triumph d for fonie great Victory; with¬ 
out any regard to the publick miferies, 
but making his luxuriant pleafures pro¬ 
portionable to the bignefs 

of the City. But the p % viucanus fays quite othenvife 
umperour 0 ratlan being of him in his i«h Book. £uc 
mightily troubled at the Cf a > she D thofe things, where- 
font forth a ftffici- 

enc Army under the com- and ver y ambitious to Triumph’ 
mand of BanJo, accom- S 8 \l'SSJ* 
pamed by Arboyajtes, who Wars; and prohibited bya Law 
were both of’em Frank*, m-A fei , viou * u ai ? n j» a * aIfo 

tiji ’ Minftrcls to be ufed at Feaiis 

DUt loved Romans very But we muft pardon Zift nuts in 
well, Were free from all l ^ IS5 hecaufe with him it was 
bribery, or covetoufnefs m "" ) ’ “ 

and wife as well as flout 
Soldiers. Who when they came with the 
Army into Macedonia and Thejfaly , the 
Scythians that were there a plundering all 
before ’em, as fbon as they perceiv’d the 
refolution and Defign of theie two Men, 
immediately left the Country and ran 
back into Thrace , which they had former- 
ly pillaged. Where being in doubt what 
to do, they made ufe of fuch a ftratagem 
as before, and endeavour’d to cheat the 
Emperor Theodofius with the fc-me trick a- 

S i gain, 
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again. For they lent unto him Fugitives of 
the meaneft rank, to promife him all friend- 
lhip and obedience; whom he believing 
entertain’d. And therefore, lead his for¬ 
mer experience lhould have made him len- 
fiblc of his own advantage; they were 
follow’d by a great many more, whom he 
in like manner receiv’d: till by the Em¬ 
peror’s folly the Fugitives had once 
more got the power into their own hands. 

And that folly of his was daily encreaf- 
ed by his voluptuous way of living; for ^ 
whadoever contributes to the debauching 
of good Manners receiv’d, iuch additions 
in 'his Reign, that every one who affe¬ 
cted to be" like the Emperor placed all 
humane happinefs in fuch kind of things, r 
For there were M'michs, and thofe curfed | 
Caitiffs the Dancers, with every thing ? 
elfe. that conduces to oblcenity or that \ 
lafeivious and diflolute Mufick, which was ; 
in ufe both in his time and after; inlo- \ 
much that the Empire was utterly ruined ( 
by thofe that imitated that fort of folly j 
and madnefs. Nay more, they violated \ 
the Temples of the Gods in all places, nor » 
was it fafe for any one to profefs there 
were any Gods, much lefs to look up to j 
Heaven and adore what they law there. | 

i £ 

But | 
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But vvhilft Theodofius was thus em¬ 
ploy’d, the Emperor Gratian fent Fit alt a- 
mis to be General of the Illyrian Legions, 
who was a Man that could not any way 
relieve ’em in that their languilhing con¬ 
dition. And \vhilft this Fitaliamu was in 
Office there were two Regiments of Ger¬ 
mans that lived beyond the Rhine, the 
one of which was commanded by Friti- 
gerne, and the other by Allothus and Sa- 
fraces, who lay fo hard upon the Celtic k 
Nations, that they forced the Emperor 
Gratian to give ’em leave that if they would 
quit the Celtick Countries they might crcris 
the JJler and march into Pamonia and the 
upper Myfia For his Defign and endea¬ 
vour was to be freed from their continual 
inrodes. Whereupon they palled the Tjler 
with an intention to go through Pannonid 
into Epirus, and crofting the River Ache- 
lom to'attaque the Cities of Greece ; but 
firfl: thought fit to get good ftore of pro- 
vifions, and remove Atbanaricus who was 
the chief 1 of "dll the Scythian royal Fami¬ 
ly, that no body might be left behind ’em 
to hinder or 1 bbltrudfc their Enterprife. 
Accordingly di&yilet upon- him and eafily 
beat him out of the places where he lay: 
which made him betakb himfelR with all 
fpeed to Thpodofm who was juft then re¬ 
cover’d from a Dileafe thft had like *0 

S 3 have 
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have been the death of him. And Theo- 
dofitts entertain’d very kindly both him 
and all his Barbarians that were come a- 
long with him, going out a good way 
from Conjlantinople . to meet him.' Nor was 
he lels refpeftful to him afterward, but 
when he died ( which was within a little 
while) he interred him in. a regal Se¬ 
pulchre; which was fo fumptuous, that 
ail the Barbarians flood amazed at the ex- 
ceflive richnefs of it, and went again in¬ 
to their own Country, without molefling 
the Romans any more, they fo much ad- ■ 
mired the Emperors goodncls and magni¬ 
ficence, And as many of ’em as came a- 
long with the dead Prince, continually 
guarded the bank of the River, left any 
incurfions fhould be made upon the Ro¬ 
mans. 

At the fame time Theodofius had more [- 
good fortune flill. For he beat off the i 
Scyri and Carpodaces who were mix’d with [ 
the Hiinni, and fo fubdu’d ’em that he | 
forced ern to crofs tlie Ifter and return | 
into their own Country. From which fuc- f 
cels of the Emperor his Soldiers reaftiimed | 
their courage and feemed a little to reco- I; 
ver out of their former calamities, and | 
the Husbandmen alfo had free liberty to [; 
manure the Earth, as likewife die Cartel [• 
fed without Fear. And thus (didr. Theodor 

Jins 
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fius feem to make up their lofles; whilft 
in the mean time Promotus, who wais Ge¬ 
neral of the Foot in Thrace , but at this 
time made ufe of Boats as well as X^nd- 
forces, met with JEdotheus, who had fa if 
ed a mighty Army not onely of the Na¬ 
tions thaE live upon the Ifter, but fucli as 
live a groat 1 way off in places unknown,; 
and was then juft coming with ’em ove? 
the River; where Promotes (Ifay) met 
him and made fudt a. Slaughter athong- 
his men, that the - very River was fHfdt 
with the dead bodies, and thofe that tkl£ 
upon the Land could fcarce be number’d. * 
The Affairs of Thrace being in this;com 
dition, made Gratians , circumftancesfyery , 
difficult : for lie, taking the counfeT of 
thofe Courtiers who ufe to corrupt - tho. 
manners of Princes,' receiv’d certain Fugi¬ 
tives called "Alani , whom he not onely 
lifted among his Army, but honour’d With 
large Prefencs, and trufted with his grea¬ 
test feefetsj not valuing his own Soldiers^ 
at all. An&blus begat in his Soldiers an' 
hatred of liifri ; which being enflamed, and.' 
augmented by degrees, -incited them to¬ 
ward innovation', but moll of all that 
part of ’em which was in the Britifh I- 
ftands, as being 1 f he more'refolute and fur- 
ly .fellows. ' To which alfo Maximus, a 

84 Spaniard, 
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Spaniard, who had been the Emperor Thee- 
dofai, $ Fellow-Soldigr in Britain, gave’em 
fp.mp .farther encouragement. • For he took, 
it very ill thgc ThecJofius iliould he thought 
worthy of being made Emperor, whilft he 
himfelf jiad no honourable Employment, 
and therefore incenled the Soldiers with 
grater animoCty again!): the Emperor.' 
Vpdh which they were e.afily perfuaded 
and. in a mutiny declared Maxima Em- 
P^for? To whom having. pfdented the 
Putple.flqbeand Diadem, they went by 
as. far as the mouth of the Rb'm .- 
Where feeing- the German Army and all 
the reft that were in thole parts appro- 
ved v the choice very well. Gratia^ prepa- 
pare$ to fight, him with a confiderable 
@rF of the. Army which' fie yet had on, 
his fide. But when they came to engage, 
they Pticly skirmiih'd for five days; till 
Gr.ati.an perceiving that, firfi of all, the. 
Moorijh Horf^ forfook him and declared 
yi&intifs, Augufius^ and then that the 
reft revolted to .Maximus by .little, and. 
fittle, he bad adieu to all good hopes, andi 
taking along with him jhree hundred... 
Horfe, fled with, them 'to.the Alps asfaft 
as fie could. And finding tfioie parts un¬ 
guarded, he went toward' Rbetia, Nori- 
cum, Pmiow and the upper Mjfig. Which 

when 
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when Maximus underftood, lie neglected 
not his opportunity, but fent Andragatbius 
General of the Horfe, who was horn near 
the Euxine Sea, and always feenied to be 
his Friend, with the ftouteft Horfes that 
he had, to purfue him. And he accord¬ 
ingly follow’d him with fuch fpeed, that 
he overtook him as he was juft palling 
the Bridg at Sigi (hunts and kill’d him : by 
which means he ftrengthan’d Maximus's 
j Dominion. 

1 Now it is worth while upon this oc- ; 
l cafion to tell you a Story, not altogether 
forein from my prefent Narration. A- 
mong the Romans the Pontifices were the 
j perfons who had the chief management of 
| holy things: whom we may term Gephy- 
f rai ; if we tranflate the word Pontifices 
| [ w hich flgnifies Bridg-makers] out of Latin 
1 into Greek ; and the reafon of that appella- 
I tion was this. When men as yet knew not 
I how to worlhip by Statues, there were 
I fome Images of the Gods firft made in 
I 7 hejfaly : but becaufe there were then no 
I Temples (for the ufe of them alfo was 
I yet unknown ) they fet up thofe Pi&ures 
I ol the Gods upon a Bridg that went crofs 
I the River Peneus , and called thofe that 
I facrificed to the Gods, Gepbyrai [Bridg 
I Priefts ] from the place where the Images 
j were firft fet up. From whence the Ro- 

mansi 
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mat’s, who take it from the Greeks, called 
thofe that were the chief Priefts, Ponti¬ 
ffs, and made a Law that Kings, for their 
Honours fake, fhould be reckon’d among 
’em. Of whom Numa Pom films was the 
firft that ever enjoy’d this Dignity ; hue 
after him all had it, not onely that were 
called Kings, but even Od avian us himfelf, 
and thofe who fucceeded him in the Ro¬ 
man Empire. For when any one came to 
be Emperor the Pontifces [chief Priefts]} 
brought him the Prieftly Habit , and 
prefcntly he was (tiled [ Pontifex Maxi¬ 
mus 3 or chief Prieft. And indeed all o- 
ther Emperors feemed very well plcafcd 
with the Honour, and were willing to ufe 
the Appellation or Title, yea even Con- 
ftantine himfelf when he was Emperor 
[admitted of it'] though he were pervert¬ 
ed from the right way in regard to holy 
matters, and embraced the Chtiftian Faith. 
So likewile after him did all the reft in 
order, to 1 fGilcnt inian and Salens. But 
when ihcPcntifces [chief Priefts] brought 
the holy Robe to G rattan (as it was the 
cuftorn to do) he rejected their offer ; as 
thinking it an unlawful Garb for a Chri- 
ftian to°ufe. And when the Robe was gi¬ 
ven back to the Priefts that brought it, 
they fay, the chief Perfon among emfaid. 
If the Emperor will not be called Pontifex , 
we’ll foon make one, And 
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And thus did Gratian’s Reign come to 
an end; whilft Maximus, who now oppo. 
fed himfelf to have fure footing in the Em¬ 
pire, fent an Embafly to the Emperor Theo- 
dofius, not to beg pardon for what he had 
done againft G rati an, but rather to give 
a farther provocation. In which Negotia¬ 
tion , the Perfon fent was the Imperial 
Chamberlain; yet no Eunuch (for Maxi¬ 
mus would not have an Eunuch to go¬ 
vern his Court) but a grave Perfon that 
had been his familiar Acquaintance ever 
fines he was a Child. Now the bufinefs 
which he went about, was, to ask Theo- 
doftus if he would enter into a League, 
be friends, and make an Alliance againft 
all common Enemies that lliould oppofe 
the Romans, and if he would not, to de¬ 
clare againft him open Hoftility. Where¬ 
upon the Emperor Theodofus admitted Ma¬ 
ximus to be Emperor with him, and to par¬ 
take both of his Statues and his Imperial 
Title; though at the fame time privately 
he levied War, and endeavour’d to cir¬ 
cumvent him by all manner of flattery 
and obfervance: infomuch that he com¬ 
manded Cynegius, Prefeft of his Court, 
whom he fent into Egypt, to prohibit all 
woidhip of the Gods there, and fhut up 
their Temples , that he fhould fhew the 
Alexandrians Maximus’s Image, and fet it 

up 
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up in fome publick place, and declare to 
the people that he was to be his Partner 
in the Empire. In which Affair Cynegzus 
did as he was commanded; {hutting up 
the Temple-door throughout theEaft, all 
Egypt and Alexandria it felf, and prohibi¬ 
ting all their ancient facrifices together 
with their cuftomary Rites. But now as 
to thofe things which from that time to 
this have befaln the Roman Empire, a par¬ 
ticular account from matter of fa& will be 
a Dcmonftration. 

About this time a cetain Nation of 
thians appear’d from beyond the Ijkr, 
who were never before known to any of 
the inhabitants thereabout; though the 
Barbarians, of that Country called ’em, 
Prothivgi. Who being a vaft number of 
’em, furniih’d with all convenient Arms, 
and very lufty men befides., they eafily 
over ran the mid-land Barbarians , came, 
down as far as the banks of Ijler, andd'e-. 
fired leave to crofs over the River. But 
Promotus , the General of the Armies that 
lay there, drew his men out in length as. 
far as he could along the bank of the Rivet* 
and flopped the Barbarians paflage. And: 
whilft he was fo doing he found out alfo. 
another way, wliich was this. He called 
together fome of his own Soldiers who. 
underfload their Language, and were (iich 
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as he could truft in things of that nature, 
and fent ’em to treat with thefe Barbari¬ 
ans about betraying their own Party. But 
they that went, demanded a large Re¬ 
ward, to give up the Roman General with 
the whole Army into the Barbarians 
hands. And when the Barbarians told 
’em they were not able to give fo much, 
yet to create belief of what they had laid, 
they flood upon their firfl Propofals, and 
would not abate one farthing of their 
price. At lad being both Tides agreed of 
the Sum, they made fecrct compacts con¬ 
cerning the Treachery: in which it was 
confertcd, that part of the Money ihould 
be paid imvnediatey, and the reft when 
the Victory was obtained. But when they 
had order’d how the Signal fhould be gi¬ 
ven and the time when the Treafon fhould 
be put in execution, they told the whole 
ftory to the General ; how that in the 
Night-time, the Barbarians were to go a- 
bouc the work and crofs the River to at- 
taque the Roman Army. 

The Barbarians therefore putting all 
their beft men into a great many Wher¬ 
ries, commanded them to go over firfl: 
and fet upon the Soldiers whilfl they were 
yet afleep. And next to them, they fent 
the midling fort, to aflift the firfl when 
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they had begun the Attaque, as likewife, 
after them, the ufelefs multitude of all 
Ages, who would be Cure to brag of a Vi¬ 
ctory when others had gotten it. But 
Promotus being inform’d of all this before¬ 
hand by thole whom he fenc to contrive 
this pretended Treachery, was prepared a- 
gainft the Barbarians Deiigns, and let his 
Ships with their Stems one again!! ano¬ 
ther no more than three deep, but rang d 
’em as long as he could, even to twenty 
furlongs upon the Rivcr-fide. By which 
means he not onely kept the Enemy from 
coming over, but lunk ail the reft that he 
met coming over in the Wherries. But 
being a dark, Moonlefs Night, the Barba¬ 
rians knew nothing of what preparations 
the Romans had made, and therefore go¬ 
ing to work they went very filcntly on 
board their Wherries, fuppofing that the 
Romans were altogether ftrangers to their 
Defigns. But when the Signal was given, 
thofe Men that devifed the Treachery ha¬ 
ving forewarn’d the General of every par¬ 
ticular intention, and made a preparation 
proportionable to that of the Enemy; they 
failed up to ’em in great, ftrong Ships 
with flout Oars and funk all they met, 
among whom there \v r as not one man that 
was fayed by leaping over board, their 

Arms 
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Arms were fo heavy. And chofe Wher¬ 
ries, that efcaped the Romans who failed 
to and fro, if they fell into the hands of 
thofe that lay along the ihoar, were pelt¬ 
ed fo fall with any thing that came to 
hand, that they and the men in them 
were call away at the fame time, nor 
could any pal's that Wall of Roman Ships. 

This caufed a mighty (laughter among 
’em, and fuch an one as was never feen 
in any Sea fight before, infomuch that the 
River was fill’d with dead Bodies and 
Arms which would naturally float upon 
the Water. And ifany ot ’em could fwim 
over, they light upon thofe that lay by 
the Riycrs fide, and by them were de- 
ftroy’d. But when all the flower of the 
Barbarians were flain , the Soldiers be¬ 
took thcmlelves to plundering, and not 
onely carried away their Children and Wo¬ 
men, bur made themfelves Mailers of all 
their proviflens. And then the General, 
Promotus , fent for the Emperor Theorbofius ., 
who was not far off! to be a witnefs of 
his brave Achievement. Who, when he 
faw the number of Captives, and the 
quantity of fpoils, fet the Captives at li¬ 
berty and by gifts that he bellow’d upon 
’em, endeavour’d to entice’em over to his 
own fide, beqaufe he knew their help 

would 
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would be of confequence to him in a War 
againft: Maximus- 

Thus did Promotus continue in his Duty 
as the Defender and Governour of Thrace , 
and put himfelf privately in readinefs for 
a War. But it is worthwhile to tell you a- 
nother thing that fell out at the fame time. • ! 
There is a Town in that part of Scythia , 
which lies in Thrace, called Tom 't\ where Ge¬ 
rontius, who was a very ftrong Man and an 
excellent Soldier, commanded a Garifon. 
And before this fame Town there was 
planted a choice Company of Barbarians, 
who were not onely very hale, well-tim- 
herd Men, but alfo mote couragious than 
any of the reft. But thefe Men though 
they were prefented by the Emperor with 
greater allowance of Corn and other 
things, than any of the other Soldiers, 
yet "they did not intend to requite thofe 
honours that were done to ’em with godd 
will, but with contempt of the Governor 
and lcorn of the Roman Soldiers. Which 
Defign of theirs when Gerontius perceiv’d; 
how they intended to attaque the Town, 
and put the Government into cortfufion, 
he advifed with the vvifeft of his Soldiers 
about a way to revenge himfelf upon thofe 
infolent, and unjuft Barbarians. But fe§- 
ing them fearful and confequeatly flow 

to 
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to give their aflent, as dreading the very 
motion of the Barbarians, he himfelf took 
his Arms and a few of his Guards along 
with him to fight the whole body of the 
Barbarians. And having open’d the Gates 
he march’d out to meet ’em , whilft his 
Soldiers were yet either afleep and fet¬ 
ter’d with fear as with a Chain, or got 
upon the Wall, to fee what palled. In 
the mean time the Barbarians laughed at 
Gerontius’ s madnels, and thinking him de- 
flrous of death , fenr men againft him 
who were extraordinary ftrong. Where¬ 
upon Gerontius engaging with the firft that 
charg’d up to him, and prefently catching 
hold of his Buckler fought vety ftoutly^ 
till one of the Guards that were about 
him, who faw them clofed, cut off the 
Barbarians Arm, and made him tumble 
from his Horfe. And whilft the' Barba¬ 
rians flood amazed at the coutage and au¬ 
dacity of the Man, Gerontius attaqued 
fome others of the Enemy: infomuch, that 
when the Soldiers upon .the Wall faw 
what their General did, they remember’d 
they were Romans, and fallying out kill’d 
moft of the Barbarians, who were afto- 
nilh’d to fee fo fudden an eruption. Only 
fome few efcaped into an Edifice which was 
highly honoured by the Chriftians, and e- 
fteemed as an Afylumot Sanfruary, 

T And 
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And now Gerontius having deliver’d Scy¬ 
thia froth all impendent dangers and from 
the Barbarians that attempted it, but were 
fubdu’d by his extraordinary valour and 
magnanimity, he expe&ed fome reward 
from the Emperor. But inftead of that 
7 hcodojm was very angry, that the Barba¬ 
rians whom he had honour’d fo much, were 
cut off, though they had been a very 
plague to the publick weal; and therefore 
prefently lent for Gerontius into cuftody, 
to give him an account for what he had 
fo bravely perform’d upon the fcore of the 
Romans. Upon which occafion Gerontius 
accufed the Barbarians of Rebellion a' 
gainft th q Romans, with a relation of what 
ipoil and ravage they had committed a- 
mong the Inhabitants of that place : but 
the Emperor did not mind one word that 
he laid, nor was he moved from his for- l 
mer Opinion, but per filled in his thoughts, \ 
that he did not remove them for the good j 
of the publick but for the lucre of what 
the Emperor had given ’em, that fo when 
he had got their goods into his hands, 
there might be no body to accufe him. 

To which Gerontius reply’d, that he had 
fent them to the publick Treafury even 
after their Death (now the things that 
he had taken from ’em were golden Neck- 1 
laces which the Emperor gave ’em for Or • 1 

nament) | 
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nament) but notwithftanding that, he had 
much ado to efcape the dangers which be- 
| let him, though he gave all he had a- 
I mong the Eunuchs, and paid a Sum pro- 
portiohable to his good will toward the 
Romans. 

When things had thus run to ruin un¬ 
der; the Reign of Theodofius, in whofe time 
no virtuous aftion was thought commen¬ 
dable, but all manner of luxury and wan- 
tonhefs increafed every day beyond all 
meafure (as they ule to lay) thole that 
I inhabited that great City of Antioch in 
t; Syria, not able to endure the continual 
addition of new Taxes which the Colle- 
dtors invented, rofe up ii Arms, and 
ihamefuliy pulling down the Statues both 
of the Emperor and Emperels, gave out 
fuch words as were not unbefitting the 
adtions that had palled, but were more¬ 
over mix’d with Drollery and that kind 
of Raillery which is ufually among them. 
But when the Emperor, who was difplea- 
fed at what they had done, threaten’d to 
punilli them for that fault according to 
their demerit, the Senate of the City, 
for fear of his anger, thought fit to fend 
Embafladours, to excufe what the people 
had done. So they chofe Ubanius, the 
Sophifter or Profeflor (whofe Writings 
that, he left declare his praifes ) and Hi- 

T a lariust 
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hr ins, a Mart of a richly. Family, and ex¬ 
cellently well vers’d in all kind of Learn¬ 
ing. Of which two the Sophifter ibade 
a Speech before the Emperor and Senate 
concerning the Infurrefhon, in which he 
i‘o far prevailed as to appeafe the Empe¬ 
ror’s anger which he had conceiv’d agairift 
the Antiochians, and (which was more titan 
he expe&ed) made the Emperors,, who 
was now altogether reconciled to their 
City, enjoyn him to make a fecond Ora¬ 
tion upon the fame Subje£t. And Hila- 
rius, who was highly commended for his 
great Virtue, was by the Emperor made 
Covernour of all Palefiine. 

But whilft the Affairs of the Eaft, of 
Thrace and l'/lyricum were in this poflure, 
Maximus, who thought things were not 
carry’d as he deferv’d, who was onely 
Governour of thofe Countries which were 
formerly under Grattan, contrived how to 
depofe the young Jhlentinian from the 
Empire, and that totally if he could ; but 
if he failed in the whole, to make fure f 
of fome part at leaft, as much as he could 
get. And being overborn with this Re- 
lolution, he prepared to pafs the Alps and 
go into Italy. But feeing that he mufl of 
necelfity travel through a (height paflage, 
a ad over craggy, pathlefs Mountains, with 
Marlhes- and Fens beyond ’em, which ad¬ 
mit | 
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nut of no Paflengers but fuch as travel ve¬ 
ry (lowly, much lets of fuch- ah Army; 
he deferr’d the enterprife till lie had better 
Counfel in it. But when Valenfinian lent 
Embafladors from Aquileia, to dcfke a far¬ 
ther fecurity of Peace, Maximus comply’d 
with his requefts, - and pretended that he 
alfo was very well pleafed with it. Va¬ 
lent ini an therefore Tent Down inns upon 
that Negotiation, who though lie- Was a 
Syrian born, yet he was the Emperor’s 
very good Acquaintance, and Friend. For 
as he was the next Man to lviriV in Power 
and Authority, fo he feemed' to' excell all 
others in fidelity and experience'; and be- 
fides, what the Emperor had*a mind to 
do without any other bodies knowledg, 
he rcfolv’d to impart to this perfon onely. 

When therefore Domninus came to Maxi¬ 
mus, and had told him the reafons of that 
Embafly, he received him with all rc- 
fpe£t and kindnefs imaginable. For he 
conferr’d fuch extraordinary honour upon 
him, and gave him fuch a load of Prefents, 
that Domninus thought Valent ini an' would 
never have fuch an other friend. Nay fd 
far did Maximus proceed to cheat Domni¬ 
nus, that he lent along with him fome 
part of the Army which he had, to he^a 
the Emperor againft the Barbarians*, who 
qpprefs’d the Pannonians that were under 
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his Dominion. Thereupon Domninus took 
his leave,, and being well pleafed not one- 
ly with the great quantity of Prefents that 
he received, but the company of. thofc 
Allies who were fent along with him, he, 
like an unwife Man, made the way over 
the Alps that led to his own home 
more pervious for Maximus. ■ Which that 
he would do being Maximus, forefaw, and 
therefore had prepared all things in a 
readinefs, he followed him with all his 
Forces, and fecretly fent out Guards before 
him, who took all the care they could 
left any one Ihould pafs by that way, 
and tell Domninus' s Retinue of Maximus' s 
coming over into Italy. And indeed this 
Guard upon the pals was very eafie to 
be made; for it was impoffible that any 
one ihould go through the narroweft 
place upon the Alps but he muft needs 
be feen. When therefore he underftood 
that Domninus and his Attendants had paf- 
fed the {freights of the Alps , with all 
thofeinvious Mountains, befides the Fen¬ 
ny places beyond the Alps, that are fo 
difficult for an Army to march through, 
and did not fear meeting any Enemy • in 
thole cumberfom places, he immediately 
went into Italy without any refinance, and 
inarched to Ayttileia. 

At 
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At which Valentinian wasfofurprized, 
and in fuch a defperate condition, that his 
Courtiers were alTraid, left Maximus flropld 
take him Priloner and kill him ; for which 
reafon he immediately took Dripping and 
failed to Theplonica along with his Mo¬ 
ther j fujtina, who had been Wife (as I 
told you before ) to Magnentius, but, al¬ 
ter his deceafe , was married to the Em¬ 
peror Valentinian upon the account of her 
extraordinary beauty.. But the did. hoc 
go alone without any other Woman ; lor 
lhe carry’d her Daughter Galla- along With 
her. And when they had palled fo' many 
Seas and were arrived at Tbeljalonrca, they 
fent an Embaffy to the Emperor' ’Theodo- 
ftus, to beg of him, that now at. leaf! he 
would revenge the infolent injuries done 
to all Valentinian’s Family. Which when 
he heard, he was immediately aftoaillv 
ed, and began a little to forget his ex¬ 
travagancy, laying fonre reftraint upon 
his wild-inclination to pleafuresi and ha¬ 
ving advifed about it, ’tvvas thought, fit 
that He with-lbnre of the Senate fhbuld 
go to Thejfalonica. And fo accordingly 
they did; and there confuked again wirac 
was to be done, till it was agreed as the 
unanimous content or the A trembly, that 
Maximus Ihould be puniDr’d lor his offences. 
For they were of Opinion, that fuch a 
T 4 Man 
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Man ought not to live, who had not one- 
ly kill’d Gratian, and ufurped his Empire, 
but having fucceeded in that, had made 
fome farther progtefs, and deprived his 
Brother alfo of that Dominion which was 
left him. But though Theodojtus was ve¬ 
ry much difpleafed at thefe things, yet 
through his natural effeminacy, and the 
negligent manage of his former life, he 
was loth to undertake a War, and told 
’em the inconveniences that arife from civil 
broils, and how the Cowmonwealth muft 
of neceflity receive fome fatal Wounds 
from both Tides. Wherefore he faid, it 
was belt firft to fend an Embafly; and, if 
Maximus would deliver up the Empire to 
Vtdent man and be quiet, that the Empire 
fhould be divided amongft ’em all as it 
was before ; but if he would fuller himfelf 
to be overcome by covetoufnefs , they 
would fight him without any more ado. 
Now ne’r a Man in the Senate durft fpeak 
a word againft all this, becaufe it feemed 
advantageous to the publick. 

In the mean while JuJlina , who was a 
Perfon of good experience in things, and 
knew how to condudt her Affairs to the 
beft purpofe, underftanding that Theodo- 
fius was very much inclined to Love, 
brought her Daughter Galla, who was a 
very beautiful Lady, into his prefence. 
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and clafping the Emperor about the knees, 
moft humbly befeeched him that he would 
not fuffer either Gratian % Death (who 
gave^ him that Empire ) to go unre- 
-veng’d, nor Jet them lie negle&ed, and 
deftitute of all hopes. And as fhefoake 
thofe words, flie lhew’d him the Damfel, 
Who was all in tears, bewailing her mif- 
fortunes. When Theodofius had heard this 
fupplication of hers, and withal obferv’d 
the beauty of the young Lady, he difco- 
yer d hy his eyes the Wound that fte had 
made in his Heart; but notwithftanding 
deferr’d that bufinefs till another time; 
and in the mean while gave ’em fome 
caufe to hope the beft. But being more 
and more each day enflamed with a defire 
to the Damfel, he went to Jufiina, and 
requefted of her that he might have her 
Daughter, fince Flacilla his former Wife 
was Dead. To which Demand of his Ihe 
made anfwer, That ihe would not let him 
have her, unlels he would levy War a- 
gainft Maximus to revenge Gratian’s Death, 
a °d reftore Valent in tan to lus Father’s 
Throne. He therefore refolving to get 
her confent by thefe means, made it his 
'a j Ie kufinefe to prepare for a War. 
And being incited By a Woman, he not 
onely obliged the Soldiers by increafinw 
Sheir Allowances, but he likewife corro¬ 
ded 
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cled his own remifsnefs in other cafes, 
fince necefiity forced him to it, refolving 
to take care of fome things that would 
Want looking after when he was gone. 
To which end, feeing Cynegius , the Pre¬ 
fect of the Court, had happen’d to die by 
the way as he was coming, back from E- 
gypt, he confulted who was fit to fucceed 
him in that Office. And having Taken 
frequent views of many Men, at length 
he found out one for his turn, called Ta¬ 
tianas, whom he fent for from Aquileia. 
For this Tatianus had born other Offices 
under Valcns and was a good Man in all 
refpefts; wherefore Theodofius declared 
him Prefect of the Court all over the 
Countrey, and fending him the Enfigns 
of Magiftracy made his Son Proclus Pras* 
tor or Governour of the City. And truly 
in this he did very well, in committing the 
greateft Offices to fuch good Men, who 
knew how to difpofe of things very skil¬ 
fully for the good of the Subjects when 
the Emperor was gone. He likewife took 
a care for the Army and made Promotes 
General of the Horfe and Tmafias of the 

Foot. , , 

But juft when all things were ready 

fot his Journey, he heard, the Barbarians , 
who were mix’d among the Roman Le¬ 
gions, had been folicited by Maximus 
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with promifes of great Rewards if they 
would betray the Army. But they per¬ 
ceiving that the Defign was difcover’d, 
fled into the Fens and Bogs of Macedo¬ 
nia , where they hid themfelves in the 
Woods. But being purfu’d, and fearch’d 
for with all diligence, they were moft of 
them (lain. So that the Emperour being 
freed from this fright, march’d with all xe- 
folution and his whole Army agaioft Mat 
ximtts ; having firft put fujiina, witfi-ih^r 
Son and Daughter on Shipboard, and 
committed’em to the care of thofe, who 
would fee.’em fafe at Rome, For he ;her- 
liev’d that the Romans would receive ’em 
very gladly, becaufe they were difaffe&ed 
.to Maximus. But he with his Army, de.- 
fign’d to march through the upper Pm- 
nonia , and over the Apennine Mountains 
to Aquileia, that he might furprife the E- 
nerny before they were prepared. 

But whilft Theodofius was on his way, 
it happen’d that Maximus having heard, 
that Valent inians Mother with her Chil¬ 
dren, was like to crofs the Ionian. Bay, 
got together a convenient number of fwift 
Chafe-ihips and gave ’em to Andragat bi¬ 
ns, whom he fent to hunt ’em out. But 
Andragathius, though he failed to and fro 
to all places, yet mifs’d of his aim (for 
they were.palled the Ionian Streight .be- 
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fore) and therefore getting together a com¬ 
petent Navy, he failed to all the Coafts 
thereabout, becaufe he thought Theodojius 
would attaque 'em in a Sea-fight. 

But whitft Andragathius was thus em¬ 
ploy’d, Theodojius having pafled through 
j Pamumia and the Streights of the Apen- 
pine Mountains, fet upon Maximus & Army 
before they expefted, or were provided 
for him. And when fome part of his 
Army, who ran as feft as they could, 
had got to the Walls of Aquileia and forced 
their pafiage through the Gates (for the 
Guards or Sentinels were too few to refill 
’em ) Maximus was pull’d down from his 
Imperial Throne, whilft he was beginning 
to diftribute Money among his Soldiers, 
and being ftrip’d of his Imperial Robes 
was brought to Theodojius : who having 
recounted fome few of his Crimes againft 
the Publick by way of Reproach, deliver d 
him to the common Hangman or Execu¬ 
tioner, to fufFer due punifhment. 

Now this was the end of Maximus and 
his ufurp’d Dominion ; who when he had 
craftily conquer’d Valentinian, dream a he 
fhould eafilyfubdue the whole Roman Em¬ 
pire But then the Emperour Theodojius 
having heard that when Maximus came 
cJver the Alps he left his Son Tiff or there, 
whom he had honour’d with the Title ot 
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Caefar, he prefently fent his General, called 
Arlogajles, who deprived the Ybuth not 
onely of his Dignity but his life too* 
Which when it was told to Andragathius, 
who was then a cruifing in the Ionian Bay. 
it made him fo fenfible of ten thoufand 
dangers which were like to befal him that 
he never Ray’d to expert the Enemies 
coming, but was the Executioner, of his 
own punifhment; for he threw himfelf in¬ 
to the Sea, as chufing rather to truR the 
Waves than Men that were his greateft 
Enemies. 

Then did Theodofius deliver to Valejnti- 
nian as much of the Empire as ever his 
Father had ; which was indeed but what 
a Man ought to do to thofe that have dc- 
ferv’d well of him. And afterward having 
mingled all the choice of Maximus’s Sol* 
diers among his own, he fent Valentinian 
away into Italy, Celtica , and other parts 
to order fuch things as concern d his fhare 
in the Empire. His Mother alfo went a- 
long with him, to fupply, as much as ini 
a Woman lay, what prudence he through 
want of age might lack. 

But going himfelf back to TheJfalonka, 
he found no fmallconfufion in the Affairs 
of Macedonia. For all the Barbarians who 
had hid themfelves in the Fens and the 
Woods lying near the Lakes, and had e- 

fcaped 
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fcaped the former incurfion of the Romans, 1 
having got an opportunity when Tbeodo - 1 

fius was engaged in the Civil War, plun- | 
der’d all Macedonia and Tbefaly without | 
any oppofition. But when they heard of I 
the late Vi&ory and that the Emperour 
was coming back again, they once more j 
hid themfelves in the Fens, and from ; 
thence Healing out privately at break of | 
Day they carry‘d off all that came in their j 
way, and then they repaired to their ufual j 
places. Infomuch that the Emperor thought | 
at lad, that thefe, whoever they were, that i 
fally’d out thus to pillage the Countrey, j 
were rather Devils than Men. Where- | 
fore being very doubtful in his mind he g 
told nobody his Defign; but taking along j 
with him five Horfemen , whom he or- I 
der’d, each of ’em to lead three or four j 
Horfes (that lb if any Horfe tired, the I 
Rider might have another to get upon, 
and the Horfes by that means be able to 
fuftein the fatigue of that enterprife which 
he intended) he gave no ground for fu- 
fpicion that he was the Emperour, but 
went about the Countrey like any ordi¬ 
nary perfon : and if he or his Retinue at 
any time wanted meat, he begg’d of the 
Country people. At laft he came to a 
(mail Inn, where an old Woman lived, and 
defired that Ihe would let him into her F 
♦ Houfe | 
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Houfe and give him fome Drink: both 
which ihe did; and by that time ihe had 
entertain’d him very kindly with Wine 
and other things that ihe then by chance 
had in the Houfe, it was almofl Night, and 
fo he defired her to let him lie there ; 
to which the old Woman likewife con- 
fented; and the Emperour lay in a certain 
Room, where he faw a Man that faid ne’r 
a word, but look’d as if he had not a 
mind to be known. At which the Empe¬ 
rour wonder’d, and calling the old Woman 
to him, demanded of her who he was and 
whence he came ? To which ihe reply’d, 
that ihe could not tell him either that, or 
why he came thither : but this ihe laid 
ihe knew, that fince the Emperour Theo- 
dojius and his Army return’d home, he 
had been her Gueil and paid her every Day 
for his Diet, but had gone ouc every Day 
from Morning till Night and walk’d where 
he pleaied, till Night, and then he ufed to 
come back again, as from fome hard la¬ 
bour, and after he had eaten iomething, lay 
down in that poilure which he now few 
him in. When the Emperour had heard 
what the Woman faid, he thought it con¬ 
venient to make a farther enquiry into the 
bufinefs; and taking hold of the Fellow 
bad him tell, who he was. And being he 
would not anfwer fo much as one word, 

he 
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he whip’d him out of defign to make him 
confefs. But the Fellow not yielding to 
that torment, he commanded his Horfe- 
men' to prick him with their Swords, and 
told him withal, that he was the Empe- 
rour, fheodofm. Whereupon, when the 
Man laid he was the S)?y for thofe Bar¬ 
barians who were hid in the Fens, and 

. « t /■ 


gave ’em notice where he was, as alfo 
what Men or places it was convenient for 
’em to attaque, the Emperour immediately 
cut off his Head. 


And after that going to his Army which 
lay encamped nor far off, he brought his 
Soldiers to the place where he knew the 
Barbarians lived , and falling upon ’em 
kill’d every one of what agefoever, drag¬ 
ing feme out of the Fens where they 
were hid, and murthering others in 
the Water; fo that there was a great 
ilaughter ot the Barbarians. Now the ue- 
nerai, Timafiu c, who admired at the Em- 
perours Valour, defired of him that he 
would let the Soldiers who were by this 
time hungry and not able to toil any 
longer in the Fens , have time to refrefh 
themfelves; to which the Emperour con¬ 
ferring, the Trumpet founded a Retreat, 
which made the Soldiers leave their work 
and perfecuting of the Barbarians. But 
when they had eaten and drank very plen- 
3 tifully. 
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tifully, they were fo overcome with Wine 
and wearinefs, that they fell; faft afleep. 
Which when the Barbarians that wer-eyet 
left perceiv’d, they took up Arms,.and 
falling upon the Soldiers, who were alrea¬ 
dy fubdu’d by deep and dmnkennefs, they 
punch’d ’em with Spears and Swords .and 
every mortal Inftrument, fo long, tillnthe 
Emperour himfelf had like to have been 
kill’d with all his Army, if fome of thofe 
who had not yet Dined had not ran 
to the Emperours Tent, and told, him 
what had happened. At which the Em¬ 
perour being much troubled together with 
thofe that he had with him, refelyed to 
; ayoid the approaching danger by a timely 
.flight. But Promotes meeting’em as they 
fle,4 away ( for the Emperour had fent 
for him) dehred the. Emperour to confult 
the fafety both of himfelf and thofe that 
were about him ; for that he would take 
care of tjjf .Barbarians and punifh them 
for their ebftfoacy. according to their de- 
Jerts. . Nor had he fooo.er laid fo, but.he 
attaqued the Barbarians; and finding that 
they were {till upon the Beeping Soldiers, 
made up to ’em with all fpeed, and kill’d fo 
ma,ny of’em, that few or none at all efcaped 
fafe into the Fens.. 

Now 
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Now thefe were the mod remarkable I 
accidents, that befel the Emperour Tbeo~ I 
dofius after his return from killing Maxi- | 
wus. But when he came back to Conftan- | 
tinople, he was very proud of his Victory | 
over Maxima ; though he was fo much 
concern’d for what the Barbarians in the 
Fens had done both to himfelf and all his 
Army, that he refolv’d to bid adieu to all 
Wars and fighting. Wherefore committing l 
the care ot thofe things to Promotus, he him- j 
jelf began to recollect his former way of 
living, and in rich Banquets, exquifitc 
Pleafures, Theatrical Shows, and Horfe- \ 
Races created to himfelf a great deal of 
delight. Which makes me wonder at this 
Mans inclination to both fides. For tho 
he were by nature flothful, and given to 
all idlenefs, as well as other Vices, which 
I have told you of before, yet whenfoever 
he had no fad accident, or formidable Ob¬ 
ject to moled him, he gave the loofe to 
-his Nature; but when he was in any 
itrefs, whereby the dace of Affairs was like 
to be ihaken, he laid afide his fluggifh- 
ncfs, and bidding farewel to pleasures 
prepared himfelf for manly , hardy and 
troublefom enterprifes. And notwith- 
ftanding that he was fucha Man by what 
experience tells us, he would, when free 
from care, make himfelf a Slave to his na- 
rural Vices of eafe and luxury. Now 
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Now of thofe that were Magidrates un¬ 
der him, Rufinus was counted the chiefed, 
who was by Nation a Celtick, and Mader 
of the Court Guards : for the Emperour 
truded him with all manner of things, 
and had little edeem for any one elfe; 
which vexed Timafitts and Promotus , who 
after fo many dangers that they had un¬ 
dergone for the publick good, were placed 
onely in the feeond rank of Favourites. 

And this made Rufinus fo proud and high- 
minded, that in a publick Afiembly he 
cad forth very bold words againd Promo¬ 
tus : Which Promotus being not able to 
endure gave him a Twinging blow in the 
Face and wounded him. Whereupon Ru¬ 
finus went immediately to the Emperour, 
and, fliewing him his Face, put him into 
fuch a fury, that he laid. If they had not 
lad afide their envy to Rufinus, they fhould 
ere long fee him Emperour. Which when 
Rufinus heard, who was upon other ac¬ 
counts; alfp an Enemy to many more, 
through his exceflive ambition to be above 
all, he perfuadcd the Emperour to com¬ 
mand Promotus out of the Court to foirie 
place where he might live and exercife the 
Soldiers. And having obtain’d his defire, 
he fetan Ambufcadeof Barbarians to wait 
for him as he was going into Thrace : who 
as they were commanded, atcaqued him 
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on a fudc)en hn3 J Kifl ? d him. Him* who 
was u; Man ahoi'C'Pire love of Riches, and 
had behaved lvimfelf fmcerely both to the 
Commonwealth and the BUperUurs; but 
had die juft reWArd of his tolly, -for icf- 
ving -thole whddffpofed of die ‘publick 
Affairs with fo much (loth and impiety. 

'When this Action Was noifed 1 abroad, 
and got into evcry bodies mouth, though 
every mod eft, foberMan was ’trembled at 
liich enormities,' yet at the fame-time Rh- 
ftnm,. as if he had ; done ft>me - glorious 
Deed; was madeCortful. 'fKfld 1 • tnen- : ! 7>- 
fiatmr; with his' Son Prcc/(Iks -whohad 
oftehded Rufous iVppn no otlicr fcoro.- than 
that; being Prefecfs.the oneofthc Godrt 3 aiikl 
the other of the City, they had difeharged 
their Offices without any bribery-and as 
much as pofTiblytHcy could, .according to 
their DutyJ werfe u talled ‘into queftion 
Avirhctotany reafo'n. And to efFed-b what 
was ’tteh^hed againft them, Tatiar’us%c- 
in?; hr ft put out of hl§ Place, wds brought 
to'his-Trial, Whiift Rufirius WaS niadePtfc- 
tedb of the Imperial- Court. Now fhotigh 
in appearance there were others comniil- 
fionated as Judges in this Trial befidCs 
Rufuius , yet he alone had Authority T to 
pafs the Sentence. But when Preculus had 
di[cover'd the Defign, he made his efcape: 
u non which Rtrfim). who thought him fin 
" • “ indu* 
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induflriou? Man, and feared left he might 
ftudy Tome new way to give him diftur- 
bance, came to his Father Tat/anus, and by 
decejtful Oaths made him believe what¬ 
ever he fa id; nay, he -per Haded die Em¬ 
perour to give both the father and the 
Son all hopes imaginable, till by this 
means he had cheated 7 alt plus ouc of a 
well-grounded fufpicion into yain cjreanis 
of fa!cry, and made him by Letters reeal 
his Son. But as foon ay P^octdus came, 
he was laid hold on and put in Prifon; 
tmd faiiamis being f<?nt to live in his 
pwn Country, tjiey bad .fevera 1 Hearings 
of Proculms Cauie, till at,left the Judges, 
according to agreement between them and 
Rn(h:us , commanded him rq be carried in¬ 
to the Suburbs, .called Sjca:, and there put 
to death. Which when the Emperour 
heard or, he font, forfooth ,' to recal the 
Sword froni his Throat; but the Meflen- 
gcr went fo (lowly, by the Order of Ru- 
pnus , that Prpculuss h vyas cut oft' be¬ 
fore he came tp the place. ■ 

Now .whiift-thele things were in aftion, 
the news was brought that the Empe¬ 
ror Valent in/an was dead, anfj this was the 
manner of his death: 4>fk$*ll e s ,a Frank, 
, who was made Lieutenant^ to Baudo by 
thp Emperour Qratian, jiad, upom 
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deceafe, in confidence of his own induftry, 
made himfelf General, without the Empe- i 
rour’s leave. And being thought fit for I 
the place by all the Soldiers under him, 
upon the account both of his Valour and 
knowledg in Military Affairs, as alfo his 
contempt of Riches, he grew into great 
Power; and was fo very high, that he 
would fpeak his mind freely to the Em- 
perour, and what he thought not well 
done, or as it ought to be, he would find 
fault with. Which Valentinian took fb 
ill that he oppofed him feveral times, and 
would have done him a diskindnefs but 
could not bring it about : for Arhogaftes 
was fortified with the love of all the Sol¬ 
diers. At length Valentinian who could 
no longer endure to be under his corre¬ 
ction, feeing Arhogaftes coming toward 
him as he lat in his Imperial Throne, 
look’d fternly upon him and gave him an 
Inftrument whereby he calheered him from 
his Command; which when Arhogafles 
had read, he reply’d. Thou (faid he) 
neither gaveft me my Command, nor canft 
thou take it from me; and having fo faid, 
tore the Inftrument in pieces, threw it 
down and went away. Now from that 
time they did not keep their fufpicions tp 
themfelves, but their ill will to each o- 
ther was publickly known : and Valenti¬ 
nian 
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nian fent frequent Letters to the Emperour 
Theodojius, to acquaint him with the ar¬ 
rogant laucy behaviour of Arhogaftes to¬ 
ward the Majefty of an Emperour, and 
defired him withal to fend him very fpee- 
dily l'ome affiftance, or he fvvore, he would 
fuddenly come and vifit him. In the mean 
time Arhogafles , being in debate what 
courfe to take, came at laft to this refo- 
lution. There was in the Court a certain 
Perfon, called Eugeni ns , who was fo ex¬ 
cellent a Scholar, that he profefled Rhe- 
torick and kept a School. This Perfon 
Richomeris had commended to Arhogafles 
as a kind, civil Man, to his own know¬ 
ledg, and defired him to make him his fa¬ 
miliar, being one that would not be ufe- 
lefs to hirn if any thing fhould happen 
where the affiftance of a real Friend were 
needful. By which means, when Richo - 
mens was gone to the Emperour Theodo- 
Jius, the daily conversion of thefe two 
midcEugenius Arhogafles svery great Friend, 
nor had he any fecrct but he trufted him 
with it. At this jun&ure therefore re- 
membring Eugenius, who by bis extraor¬ 
dinary Learning and gravity of Convjerfa- 
tion, feemed very fit to manage an Em¬ 
pire, he communicated to him his inten¬ 
tions. But feeing him. not well pleafed 
with what he propoted to him, he pro- 

U 4 cecded 
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ceeded to induce him by all the Arts he 
could, and begg’d of him not to reject 
what Fortune had fo favourably offer’d. 
And when he had perfuaded him, he 
thought it bed in the firft place to remove 
Valentmian, and fo to deliver up the foie 
Power to Eugeni us. To which end he 
went to Vienna, a Town in Gaul where 
the Etnperour was, and as he was playing 
at certain Sports near the Wall of the 
Town with fome of the Soldiers, think¬ 
ing nothing of it, he fell upon him, gave 
him a mortal wound and kill’d him. Which 
bold adtion of his the Soldiers faid ne’r 
a word to, not onely becaufe he was fo 
great a Perfon, and fuch a Warlike Heroe, 
but bccaufe they loved him too for his 
contempt of Riches. Wherefore as loon 
as he had done the deed he declared Eu- 
genius Emperour, and put ’em all in good 
hopes that he would prove a good Gover- 
nour, becaufe he was fo extraordinarily 
qualified. 

When thefe things were related to the 
Emperour Iheochfms, his Wife Gallo, put 
the whole Court into diforder by lament¬ 
ing -for the death of her Brother. And 
the Emperour alfo was full of grief and 
care, having not onely loll his Partner in 
the Government, who was a young Man 
and fo nearly related to him, but like- 


Bobk IV. of Count Z OS IMUS. 

t wife fallen into the hands of Men that were 
I both difaffe&ed to him, and be'fides that, 
■ invincible; for Arlogajles was bold and 
valiant, as Eugemus was learned and vir¬ 
tuous. But though he faid thus to him- 
felf and often revolv’d it in his mind, yet 
| herefolv’d (as it were ) at once to throiv 
| the Dice for all he had , and therefore 
made all manner of preparation fora War; 
And in purfuance of his Defign, he in¬ 
tended to make Riclomeris Commander of 
the Horfe, having had experience of his 
courage in many Wars, and to make o- 
ther Officers for the Legions. But Riclo¬ 
meris dying of a Difeafe whilft. he was 
confuking about thefe Affairs, he was fain 
to make choice of other Men. But whilft 
the Emperour was confidering of it, there 
was news brought of an Embafly from 
Eugemus, to know of the Emperour Tbeo- 
ftojius, whether he would admit Eugemus to 
Reign, or declare his Eledion void. Now 
the Perfon fent upon that Embafly was 
one Rufinus , an Athenian , who neither 
brought any Letters from Arhcgoftes, nor 
made any other mention of him. But 
whilft the Emperour delay’d the time to 
conlult what he fhould do, or what An- 
fwer to make to the EmbafTadors, it hap¬ 
pen d that another thing alfo intervened, 
which was this: When Tkeoetojius firft 

came 
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came to be Etnperour, he received fome 
Barbarians into his friendfhip and Alli¬ 
ance, whom he obliged both with hopes 
and large Prefents; nor was he wanting 
by all civilities to endear the Officers ol 
each Nation, but admitted ’em even to 
his Table with him. But there arofe a 
debate among’em in which they main¬ 
tain’d two different Opinions. For fome 
of ’em faid, it was better break their 
Oaths, that they had taken, when they 
made themfelves fubjeil to the Romans ; 
vvhilft others, on the contrary, faid, they 
ought by no means to do any thing a- 
gainft their own agreement. Now he that 
was for trampling upon his Promifc, and 
perfuaded all his Countrymen to do the 
fame, was one Priulfus ; as on the other 
fide, Fraujiius maintain’d that they ought 
to Band by what they had fworn. But 
it was a long time before any one knew, 
that there was fuch a Controverfie among 
’em; till on a time when they were at 
the Emperour’s Table, and had drank more 
than ordinary, they broke out into a quar¬ 
rel with each other, and declar’d their 
Opinions ; fo that the Emperour, when 
he knew the mind of every particular 
Man , put an end to the Entertainment. 

But as they went from the Court, they 
crew into fuch an heat, that Fraujiius, not 
& able 
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f able to endure it any longer, drew out his 
b Sword and kill’d Priulfus. And feeing 
t his Soldiers would have fet upon Frau- 
[ ftius, the Emperour’s Guards flood be- 
I tween and would not fiiffer the mutiny 
j to proceed any farther: though when the 
Emperour heard of it, he did not much 
regard what they had done, but let the 
quarrelfom fools kill one another as they 
would. In the mean time having deceiv’d 
the Embafladors with Prefents and fair 
words that feemed to have a great deal of 
moderation in them, he fent ero home; 
and, as foon as they were gone, went on 
with his Warlike preparations. But think¬ 
ing that his chief bufinefs was, the choice 
of Captains, as indeed it is, he made Ft- 
tnajius Commander of the Roman Army; 
and next to him, Stilico (who married 
Serena the Daughter of Theodofius the Em¬ 
perour’s Brother) putting his Allies the 
Barbarians under the conduit of Gaines 
and Saul, with whom alfo Bacurius was 
in the fame Corn million ; who was of Ar¬ 
menian extrait, but a Man free from all 
ill inclinations, befides his skill in mili¬ 
tary Affairs. 

When he had thus made choice of his 
grand Officers, and was making what hafte 
he could toward his marching out, it 

happen’d 
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happen’d that his Wife Galla died in Child-, 
bed, and was no fooner eas’d of her bur- j 
then but (he was deprived of her life alfo. j 
Upon which occafion when the Emperour 
had mourned for her a whole Day (ae- 
cording; to Homers rule ) he went a\vay j 
with his Army to the War; but left his Sort j 
Arcadius behind him, who was lome time 
before made Emperour. But becaufe he, 
was young his Father thought fit to cure, 
as it were, the defects of his nonage, 
by leaving Rufinas with him, who was 
not onely°Pretext of the Court, and did 
what lie pleafed, but even as much as the 
power of Majefty enabled the Emperour 
himfelf to do. And having done thus, he 
took his younger Son Honor ins along with 
him, foon pafs’d the intermediate Coun¬ 
tries, and having beyond all hopes got o- 
ver the Alps, he arrived h’nere the Enemy 
lav infomuch that Eugeni us was amazed 
to lee him there whom he fo little expe- 
£ted Now fince he was there and con- 
lequently muft fight. He thought it beft 
to put his Barbarian Forces, in die Fore- 
lorn-Hope, and expofed them firft, and 
therefore commanded Gaines with the Na¬ 
tions under his Command to make the 
firft attaque, and that the ocher Captains 
Should follow him as many..as comroand- 


,B<bok IV. of C?m Z OS IM u S. 

:ed Barbarian Soldiers, whether Horfe, 

< Morle-Bowmen, or Foot. Then did £#- 
genius alfo draw out his Men, and when 
the two Armies Were engaged, there was 
fuch an Ecliple of the Sun at die very time 
of the Fight, that above half the. while it 
look’d, more like Night than,Day. Arid 
therefore feeing they fought a .kind.of a 
nPdltirnal Battel, they made fuck, a mighty 
daughter, that the fame Day-the'greater 
part'of Theorlofius’s Allies Were, flain, and 
cheif-Commarider Bacurius alfo, who fought 
very ftoutly in the head of ’em; whilft the 
• retnairtftig part of’em efcapedvery narrowly 
with the reft. When therefore Night came 
6 ft uftd the Armiesfoad rallied iheiriForcas, 
Eiigwiiis W-as lio proud of hls,¥fofcory. that 
he diftribured -Money among, thofe that 
had -behaved themfelvcs beft hi rhe Battel, 
aud gave ’em time to fup:: as iffo after 
fuch a Defeat there- were like, to ;be .ho 
fighting. -But- whilft they wde att 1 Meat, 
the Emperour Theodojius , who law it was 
almoft break of Day, fell upend lie Ewe- 
•miQS’Avteh ’all his Forces, - whilft they.were 
r Wet lying down upon the .grounds and 
kill’d ’em before they coulddelkwhochrirt 
•cm. And then going On even ltd- Euge- 
nius’s Tent, where he let upon thofe that 
were about him, killing many of ’em, he 
alfo took fome of ’em that were running 

away* 
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away for fear j among whom Eugettius was 
one: whom when they had gotten into 
their hands, they cut off his Head and 
carry’d it upon a long Spear about all the 
Camp, to fhew thole who were yet his 
Friends, how they ought, as Romans, to 
be reconciled to the Emperour, efpecially 
now, fince the Ufurper was removed. 
Whereupon almoft all thofe that were left 
after the Vfftory ran over to the Empe¬ 
rour, and Ihouting call’d him Auguftus, 
befeeching him likewife to pardon ’em for 
what they had been guilty of: to which 
the Emperour very eafily affented. But 
Arlogaftes who had no mind to try the 
Emperour’s good nature fled up into the 
mod craggy Mountains; where when he 
perceiv’d that they went about in all places 
to fearch for him , he ftabb’d himfelf, as 
chooflng rather to die a voluntary death 
than to be taken by the Enemy. 

. When things had thus fucceeded to the 
Emperour Tbeodofius , he went to Rome , 
where he declared his Son Honorius Em¬ 
perour, made Stilico General of all the 
Forces there, and left him as Tutor to his 
Son. But before he went away he call’d 
the Senate together, (who ftuck ciofe to 
their ancient Country Rites and Cuftoms, 
nor could be perfuaded to joyn with 
them, that feem’d any way to incline to¬ 
ward 
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watd a contempt of the Gods) and in an 
Oration exhorted ’em to relinquilh their 
forrrier Error (as he call’d it) and em¬ 
brace the Chriftian faith, which prorailes 
remiflion of all fins and impieties. But 
feeing ne’r a Man of ’em would be per¬ 
fuaded to it, nor recede from their ancient 
Ceremonies which had been deliver’d down 
to ’em ever fince their City was built, and 
prefer an irrational aflent before ’em (for 
they faid, they had lived almoft one thou- 
fand two hundred years in the obferva- 
tion of’emj in all which'time their City 
was never conquer’d, and therefore if they 
fhould change them for others, they could 
not tell what might come of it) Tbeo¬ 
dofius told ’an, that the Treafury was too 
much drain’d by the expences that were 
occafion’d in holy Rites and Sacrifices, and 
that he would therefore abolifh them, be- 
caufe he neither thought what they did 
there commendable, nor could the Sol¬ 
diers neceflities fpare fo much Money. To 
which though the Senate reply’d, that 
Sacrifices were not rightly perform’d un- 
lefs the Charges were from the pubiick 
Stock, yet for this rcafon the Law for 
performance of holy Rites and Sacrifices 
was repealed and is out of date, befides 
other things that lay neglected which 
they received from their Forefathers; in* 

fomuch 
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fomuch that the Roman Empire being wa¬ 
fted by degrees is become the habitation of 
Barbarians, or rather having .quite loft all 
its Inhabitants is reduced to luch a focrm 
that a Mail cannot, tell where the Cities 
formerly .flood. 1 Now that ; things Were 
brought into fuch a fad condition will ap¬ 
pear by a particular account of them.. But 
ithe Emperour Theodofms having deliver’d 
_up Italy, $paiti b the Celti, . and .ail Libya to 
iHonorius his Son, died old Diflemper in his 
return to Confiant inop lea but his Body : was 
embalm’d and buried in. the Imperial Se¬ 
pulchres at that City. ; 
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ow when the whole Empire 
H (Of[9 was in the hands of Arcadius 
If I anc * dlonorius , they feemed 
indeed by their Stile and 
Title to be inverted with 
Power, though in reality the univerfal ad- 
miniftration of Affairs was managed, in the 
Eaft, by Rafinus, and in the Weft, by StI 
Hco. And by them were all Caufes de¬ 
termined, even as they pleas’d: for he 
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that bribed luftily, or by any other means 
of friendlhip or Relation could make the 
Judg his Advocate was fure to carry the 
day. From whence it came to pals, that 
all thofe great Eftates, which made the 
Poflefiors of ’em fo generally accoun¬ 
ted happy Men , devolv’d unto thefe 
two; fmce fome by reconciling gifts fought 
to avoid falle accufations, and others part¬ 
ed with all they had to get an Office, or 
any other way to purchale the ruin of fuch 
and fuch Cities. Whilft therefore all fort of 
iniquity reign’d in the feveral Cities, the 
Money flow’d from every quarter into the 
Houfes of Rujinus and Stilico: as, on the 
contrary, Poverty Hill prey’d upon the 
habitations of them who had been former- 
merly Rich. Nor did the Emperors know 
of any thing that was done, but thought 
all that Rujinus and Stilico commanded, 
was done as it were by virtue of fome un- 
written Law. But after that they had ga¬ 
ther’d up an infinite mafs of Wealth, Ru¬ 
jinus began to dream of getting to be Em- 
perour by a ciefign which he had of ma¬ 
king his own Daughter, who was now 
marriagable, the Emperor’s Wife: for that 
he thought would be a good ground for 
his pretenlions to the Government. In 
order whereunto he privately mention’d 
the thing through fome of thofe that wait- 
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ed upon theEmperour, fuppofing himfelt 
that no body faw what he aimed at,though 
the report of it was fpread all over the 
Town. For all Men guefled at his inten¬ 
tions by his pride ana arrogance, which 
fweird and increafed every day fo much, 
that he was generally hated more and 
more. Yet he notwithflanding, as though 
he had a mind induflrioufly to dilguife 
fmall faults with greater enormities, was 
fo bold as to do another thing, which was 
this: 

Florentius , who had been Prefedt of the 
Court in the Countries beyond the Alps, 
when the great Julian was Ceefar, had a 
Son call’d Luciamu, who had made ufe 
of Rujinus as his Patron, and given him 
the beft part of his Eftate. For which 
Rujinus upon all occafions profefled a great 
deal of kindnefs to the young Gentleman, 
and was always a commending him to the 
Emperour Arcadius : who made him Count 
[orEarl] of theEaft; which is a Dignity 
that impowers every one on whom "it is 
conferr’d, to govern all Prefers of Pro¬ 
vinces through the Eaft, and to correct 
whatever is done amifs. Lucianus there¬ 
fore fhewing all that virtue which becomes 
a Governour toward thofe that are undet 
him, was famous for his Juflice, tempe¬ 
rance, and all other endowments that can 
X z adorn 
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adorn a good Magnate; haying neither 
refpett to perfons, or any ptker thought? 
but what the Law fugg?fted tp him. And 
this .was the reafori that wb e P Euchcrius 
the Eniperour’s Cncle defired him tQ do 
a thing which was not fitting fpr him tp. 
comply with, lie gave him a repiilfe, and 
thereby vexed him to fuch a degree that 
he traduced him to the Empqrour. Where¬ 
upon feeing the Emperour laid, Rufous 
yvas the caufe of it, who. bad bellow’d, Ip 
much power upon fuch a Perfon, Rufipus. 
took an occafion (as if forfopth he had 
mightily, refented the blame which thes 
Emperour laid ppon him) and without 
telling any body, what his defign was, 
vvent with a. very final! I^etinne to An¬ 
tioch : where having enter’d the City at 
midnight he laid hold upon Luciapus and 
\vithout any accufation atajl, brought him 
to his Trial. After which he commanded, 
him to be drubb’d in the l^eck with l$a- 
aprt balls till he fainted ; apd then caufqd; 
him to be carried, in a Litter,, all cover’d, 
aver, to make people think that he \yas. 
not yet dead, and Ihould. receive lpmq 
real a£b of humanity. But thq Cipy was 
lb very much diigufted at the unpfual 
manner of his proceeding, that he vyas 
fain to fweeten the people by building an, 
Imperial Portico, than which there, is no 
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finer fitrufture ih the whole City. And 
when he had fbdone he return’d to Con- 
fiantinople, where lie folicitcd his Affairs 
in order to an affinity between him arid 
the Emperour, to whom he endeavour’d 
now more chan ever to give his Daughter 
in marriage. But Fortune order’d the 
matter another way. Rufous fail’d of his 
expectation by this means. Promotes had 
two Sons, who whillt Theodofius was yet 
alive, were brought up along with his 
Children. Now the one of tliefc Perfons 
had a Damfel in his Houle who was ex¬ 
traordinary beautiful; whom Eutrcpius 
one of the Eunuchs that waited upon the 
Emperour, advifed him to make his Wife, 
not without great commendations of her 
beauty. And feeing that the Emperour 
took what lie faid with fotiie kind of re- 
lilh, he Ihew’d him the Damfels PiiSlure; 
whereby he enflamed A'rcadius with a 
paffion fo much greater for the Lady that 
at laft he perfuaded him into a relblution 
to marry her: whilft Rufous, in the mean 
time, knew nothing of the matter, but 
thought his oWn Daughter would very 
Ihortly be Emperefs, arid that lie himfelf 
fliould ere long be a Partner in the Em¬ 
pire. But the Eunucli as-foonas he faw 
that he had made up the match which he 
himfe'f defigti’d, commanded the people 

X 3 to 
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co dance about and carry Garlands in their 
hands, as they ufed to do upon their Em¬ 
peror’s Wedding-days; and having gotten 
an Imperial Robe with other Attire fit for 
an Emprefs out of the Palace, which he 
gave to the Emperor’s Servants to carry, 
he went through the City with the people 
before him. And whereas they all fuppoled 
that thole things were to be prefented to 
Rufinus' s Daughter, and ran along with 
thofe that carrv’d ’em, yet when they 
were come to Promotus s Houfe, they went 
in there with the nuptial Prefents, and de¬ 
livering them to the Damfel, that lived 
there with Promotus’s Son, they lhew’d 
who was like to be the Emperor’s Wife. 
By which means Rufinus being fruflrated of 
all his hopes, when he law another Woman 
Emperefs, made it his bufinefs to find out 
a way how to remove Eutropius. 

And thus did things Rand in that 
part of the Empire which was under 
the Government of Arcadtus; whilft Sri- 
lico, who was Governour of the Weflern 
Empire, gave his Daughter, that he had 
by Serena, in marriage to the Emperour 
Hotterius. Now this Serena was the Daugh¬ 
ter of Honor ius, who was Brother to Theo- 
dojius, the Father oi the two Emperours. 
by which Relation to the Emperour Sti- 
iko having ftrengthend his Authority, 

he 
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he had likewife a 1 mo ft all the Roman Army 
under his Command. For Theodojms dy* 
ing in Italy after he had taken off Euge¬ 
nia \ , this Stilico was general of the whole 
Army, out of which he lelefted all the 
ftrongeft and rnofl Warlike Soldiers, whom 
he kept with him, lending all the weaker 
part and the very refule into the Eaft:. 

Which when he had done, being very an¬ 
gry with Rufinus, who had a mind to be 
inverted with a Power in the Eaft, that 
might ballance his in the Weft , he re- 
folv’d to go to Ar radius , defiring to have 
the difpoial of all his Affairs too accord¬ 
ing to his own will and pleafure. For 
he laid, That when Iheochfi-.is was upon 
ins Death bed, he gave him charge to take 
a lpccinl care of all the Affairs belonging 
to both the Emperours. Which when 
Rufinus underrtood, he endeavour’d by all 
the arc he could to hinder Stilico' s ex¬ 
pedition into the Eaft; as likewife to di- 
Iperfe and weaken the Military power of 
Area di us. And indeed whilft he was a 
contriving all this, he found Men for his 
turn more wicked chan he defired, by 
whofe afiiftance he was the caufe of great 
calamities co the Romans: As how, 111 
tell you. 

X 4 Mufo- 
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Mufonius, a Grecian, who was an in¬ 
comparable Scholar, had three Sons, whofe 
names were Mufonius, Anticchus, and Axio- 
chus; of whom Mufonius and Axiochus 
endeavourd to out do their Fathers Vir¬ 
tues both in their Learning and integri¬ 
ty. But Anticchits was pleafed with all 
the contrary courfes, being an Inftrument 
of wickedneis onely. Wherefore Rufinus 
finding him fit for his purpofe, made him 
Fro-Conlul of Greece, becaufe he had a 
mind that the Barbarians when they came 
m mould have no great trouble in laying 
ot it watte; and committed the Garifon 
at Thermopylae to the care of Gerontius, 
who would be ferviceablc in all his De- 
figns againft the Commonwealth. And 
when Rufinus had devifed thefe wicked 
projects, feeing Alarichus grew feditious 
and dilobedient to the Laws ( for he took 
it very ill , that he was not made Cap¬ 
taini of lome other Military Forces, befides 
thole Barbarians which Theodojws gave 
him, when he help’d to remove the Ty¬ 
rant Eugemus ) he gave him private no¬ 
tice, that he would have him bring forth 
his Barbarians, and all other attiftance of 
what Nation foever they were for that he 
might eafily make himfelf Matter of all 
that Countrey. Whereupon Alarichus 
marthd out oi Thrace into Macedonia and 

Thejfaly, 
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Thejfaly, deftroying all things by theway. 

But when he came near to Themtopyte, fie 
fent a private MefTage to AitfiocLs the 
Pro Conful,and Gerontius the-GoVernour of 
the Garifon at Thermopylae, to inform’em 
ot his approach. Which news Gerontius 
no fooner heard, but he and his Guards 
march d off, and left a free patfagefor the 
Barbarians into Greece. Where when they 
were arrived, they immediately fell to 
plunder the Country, and fack all the 
Towns, killing, all the Men both young 
and old, and carrying away all the w£ 
men and Children (together with all the 
Money ) in whole droves. In which ex¬ 
pedition^all Baeotia, and- whatfoever Greek 
Countries the Barbarians patted through 
?‘ te f ^ entrance at Thermopylae, were 
depopulated, that tile ruins are to Be 

r/V BVen 7°, tl lis da 7» excepting oncly: 

Thebes, wmch was laved partlyby its 
ovvn ttrength and partly by tile hafte which 
Alarichus vyas in to go and take Athens, 
and therefore would not flay to befietre 
t us City. Wherefore the Thebans havifg 
t rusefcapsd him, he Went to Athens, fu t 

!rtS? t thM Oty, 

whrda by reafon of its largenefs- could 
not well be defended ; nor bein| C ontiguo^ 
to the Pyneeus, could it long hold out for- 
warn of necettaries before it would fu'rren- 

der. 
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Thus did Alarichus hope: but the An¬ 
tiquity of the City, even arnidft all thefe 
'impious defigns, was able to call forth the 
very Divine Providence to its aid, and 
thereby preferve ic. Concerning which it 
is worth ones while to give you an ac¬ 
count of the caufe whereby the City was 
faved, as being fupernatural, godlike, and 
apt to excite all thole that hear it to De¬ 
votion: [and thus it happen’d. ] When 
Alarichus came with all his Forces to the 
City, He faw Minerva , their Tutelar God- 
defs walking about the Wall in that very 
lliape that you may fee her among the 
Statues of the Deities, £ which is ] arm’d, 
and ready to attaque all thofe that oppofe 
her: and before the Walls [ he law] A- 
chilles landing in fuch an Heroick pofture, 
as Homer Ihew’d him to the Trojans when 
he fought againfl them fo furioufly to re¬ 
venge the death of Patroclus. Which 
Sight Alarichus being not able to endure, 
defifted from all attempts upon the City, 
and lent out Heralds to offer terms of 
peace: which they receiving, and having 
mutually given their Oaths to each other, 
Alarichus enter’d Athens with a fmall num¬ 
ber of Men. Where being entertain’d 
with all kind of civility, he walh’d him- 
felf, and was treated by the bed of the 
City ; after which alfo he received cer- 
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tain Prefents and went away, leaving the 
City and all Attica unhurt, untouch’d. 

Now the City of Athens was the onely 
place which was faved in the Earthquake ‘ 
that happen’d under the Reign of Valens % 
and Ihook all Greece, as I told you in the 
precedent Book ; and elcaped alfo at this 
time, though it was in fuch extremity of 
danger. 

Alarichus therefore having left all At¬ 
tica unwafted, for fear of the Apparitions 
which he law, pals’d on to Megaris ; which 
he took upon the firft attempt, and fo 
went toward Peloponnefus , having no 
body in his way that would refill him. 

And when Gerontius had given him leave 
to pals over the IJlhmus , all the Towns 
beyond that were capable of being taken 
without the trouble of a' fight, becaule 
they were unwalled, and confided onely 
in the fecurity which they receiv’d from 
the IJlhmus. For which reafon Corinth 
was firft ftorm’d and immediately taken, 
with the fmall Towns adjacent: and af¬ 
ter that, Argos , with all the places between 
that and Lacedamon. Nay even Sparta it 
felf came in for a lhare in the common 
captivity of all Greece, as being no longer 
fenced either with Arms, or Warlfke 
Men (through the covetouncfs of the 
Romans) but expofed to Magiftrates who 

were 
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were treacherous, and would readily ferve 
(heir Governour’s voluptuous inclination in 
ill things that conduced to publick ruin, 
and deftru&ion. 

Rufimis, when he heard of the calami¬ 
ties which had befallen Greece , was Grill 
more defirous to be Emperour. For now 
(hat the Commonwealth was in an up¬ 
roar, he thought there would be nothing 
in the Way 1 to hinder fuch an enterprifc. 
6 ut Stilico, having put a confiderable num¬ 
ber of Soldiers on board a convenient 
number of Ships, made hafte to a (Tift the 
Acbaians in their Aftli&ion. And being 
arrived at Pelopotmefus, he forced the Bar- 
larians to fly into Pholoe, where he had 
eafily cut ’em all off for want of provifi- 
oris, had he not given himlelf to luxury, 
niimickry, and lewd Women; and permit- 
tied his Soldiers not onely to plunder what 
the Barbarians left, but thereby alfo to give 
(He Enemy time to depart out of Pelopon- 
nefus, and marching with all their Spoils 
into Epirus to pillage all the Towns in 
that Country. Which wlien Stilico heard 
that they had done, he failed away into 
Italy without doing any execution, fave 
onely, that he brought upon the Grecians 
much greater and more grievous calamities 
by means of the Soldiers that he took thi¬ 
ther along with him. 
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And when fye came into Italy* he ii% 
mediately rejbly’d to. coi$r jve ’ 
death, apd th^t in this manm^r. jfie tpjfl 
the Emperour Honorius th^t ft was 
venient for him to lend fame Auxiliary 
Legions to his Brother Arcatfiifs, (o 
the miierable Nations under his 
And being by the Empcr^uV opd^’d to 
do as he thought fitting, he g^vecpiftiranf} 
\yhat Men fhould be font in t^t Jhffcpty 
faking Gaines their General, tp whpna b? 
told what his Defign was upon Rufntfs^ 
When therefore the SpJtUers W^rp cp^S 
near to Conftmtinople* Gaines went befqte 
and told the Enjperour JrlaJws of thj^f 
approach, and how they cjmp with u dfo 
yre to aftift hjmin his npceffity* 
upon the Emperour being pleas’d at thpif 
^Piping, Gaines advifed hjra to- go gpd 
meet ’em as they were juft entriog tjif 
City: for he laid, it was a ciiftoma^y ho¬ 
nour which was ufoally beftow’d upon the 
Sojdjets in fuch a cafe. Ioiprauph th» 
the Emperour vyas perfuadecf to if,, and 
going out to nieet.’emibefore thc.Qity diey 
ill pajd theig dbeijfafice to him/whjch hu 
on the other fide as gracicufly received,; 
till at laft, when Gaines gave the Sign^b 
they all fell upon Rujfnps, apd getting nim 
among ’emfp flafb’d him with thej^Swptap 
that, one cut off his right hand, anotfe 

his 






s 


The Hiftory BookV, 

his left, a third divided his head from his 
fholders and went his way Tinging Tri¬ 
umphant Songs. Nay they reproach’d him 
fo much even after he was dead, as to 
carry his hand all about the City, and ask 
ill they met to give fomething to an infa- 
liable Mifcr. 

‘ And thus Rufinus, who was the caufe 
of many intolerable calamities to private 
perfons, as well as author of publick mif- 
chief, differ’d the juft punifliment due to 
his wicked Deeds. Whilft in the mean 
time Eutropius, who was anlnftrument in 
all Sti/ico's Defigns againft Rufims, was 
Overleer and Ruler of all things that Were 
done in the Court. Who though he 
made Rufinus’s Eftate for the moft part 
his own, yet he permitted others alfo to 
take as much of it as it was fit for them 
to have. But Rufinus'& Wife with her 
Daughter ran into a Church belonging to 
the Chriftians, for fear of perifhing with 
her Husband; till Eutropius promised ’em 
chat they fliould fail unmolefted to Jeru- 
falem, which was once a receptacle and 
habitation for Jews, but fince the Reign 
of Confiantine has been adorn’d with Stru¬ 
ctures built by the Chriftians. And here 
did they two fpend the reft of their days. 
Whilft in the mean time Eutropius having 
a mind to remove all perfons who were 
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of any account, that no Man elfe might 
befo great with the Emperour as himfelf, 
he laid a Plot againft Timafius, who had 
been a General ever fince the Reign of 
Valens and in many a Battel, without any 
reafon of it: and the falls Acculation was 
this: 

One Bargus, a Native of Laodicea in 
Syria, who fold Sauceages, being.caught 
in fonie mifdemeanors there fled from La¬ 
odicea to Sardeis: where feeing he ap¬ 
pear’d in his own colours, he was fa¬ 
mous for his Roguery. Timafius there¬ 
fore, coming to Sardeis , and feeing this 
Fellow, who was a witty Villain and cun¬ 
ning enough to flatter any body into a 
kindnels for him, he made-him his fami¬ 
liar, and in a fhort time gave him the 
Command of a Company. Nor onely fo, 
but took him alfo along with him to Con- 
fiantinople: where though the Magiftrates 
did not approve of his fo doing, ( for Bar¬ 
gus had been formerly banifh’d Confianti - 
nople upon the account of fome Villanies 
which he had committed) yet Eutropius 
[ was well enough pleas’d that ] he had 
found a Man fit for him to make ufeof in 
his falfe Accufation againft Timafius , and 
therefore fet him up for the Informer, with 
a Libel in his Hand, to impeach Timafius of 
Treafcn for aiming and defiring to be 

Em- 
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Empmour. Now in this cafe the Emperour 
fop as Prefidoat of five Court; but Eutro- 
pm flood by him, who was the Imperial 
Chamberlain, and had full Authority to 
pafc the Sentence, But feeing all the peo¬ 
ple were difpkas’d, that a Saueeage-mon* 
ger fhould accufe a Perfon who had been 
5> great, and honourable, the Emperour 
went out of the Court, and left the whole 
matter to Saturnims and Procopius. Of 
whom the former was very old and had 
born feveral Offices of great importance, 
though not without flattery, and being 
ufed even in judicial Cafes to humour 
them who were the Emperour’s chief 
Creatures. But Procopius , on the other 
hand, who was Father-in-law to tire Em¬ 
perour Valens, was a morofe, flubborn 
Man, and in fome things feemed to fpeak 
the truth boldly: infomuchthat upon this 
occafion being brought in for a Judg in 
the cafe of Timaftus , he obje&ed to Sa- 
turttinus, That Bargus was not a fit perfon 
to accufe Tmafius, or that a perfon who 
had born fo many great Offices and a 
Man of fo much honour fhould be de- 
flroy’d upon the falfc accusation of Rich 
a pitiful, bafe Fellow, or ( which was the 
greateft abfurdity of all) that a Bcnefa- 
&oc fhould fuffer by him that he had 
been kind to. But Procopius got nothing 
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by taking this freedom to fpeak; fjqce 
SaturuiKus\ Opinion prevail’d and was 
commended. 

Timafius therefore was fentCnced to live 
in Oafis, and fent thither with the common 
Guard upon him. Now this Oafis was a 
fad barren place, from whence no Man 
oould ever return that was once carry’d 
into it. For the way, ; chjtlier being fandy, 
defect, and uninhabited, makes people who 
go to Oafis that they cannot tell which 
way they travel, or \yftpre the Road is; 
becaufe the Wind fills the trails of peoples 
feet with fand, nor is thefe any Tree or 
Houfe to direft ’em.. . Ypi; there was a 
common report that Titnafius was refeu’d 
by his Son Syagrius , who having efeaped 
from thofe chat were fent.to fcarch for 
him, made ufe of certain Robbers to re, 
feue his Father. But whether that be 
true, or whether they fpread fuch a ru¬ 
mour abroad togratifie Eutiopius , no body 
certainly knows; fave onely thus much, 
that neither Timafius nor Syagrius have 
ever been feen from that time to this. In 
the mean time Bargus, who had freed E«- 
iropius from all fufpitiori, or fear of Ti¬ 
mafius, was made Colonel of a Legion, 
which brought, him in a good futn of Mo 
.iiey, though he was fo foolilh to hope for 
more Rill by \yay of Prefenf. For he did 
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not confidcr, that Eutropius, who had found 
him to be 1'uCh a Rafcal to his Benefactor 
Timafius, expedted him to be no leis to¬ 
ward him alio. When therefore Bargus 
was gone from home about the Affairs re¬ 
lating to his Office, Eutropius periuaded 
his Wife, who was fallen out with him a- 
bout fomething Or other, to prefent an 
Information to the Efnperour, with many 
Accufations fn it, to impeach Bargus of 
the greateft Crimes imaginable. W'hich 
when Eutropius h^&rd [ read over before 
the Emperour ] he immediately brought 
Bargus to his Trial, and upon convidhon, 
deliver’d him over to be punifh’d accord¬ 
ing as he deferv’d. Wheieupon all Men 
both admired and praifed the Eye of A- 
drajlia [/. e. the All feeing Juft ice of God] 
which no wicked Man can elcape [ as the 
word Adrajlia fignifies. ] 

But wUWikEutropius was.as it were,drunk 
with Riches and Teemed in his own con¬ 
ceit to be elevated even above the Clouds, 
he had his Spies in almoft all Countries 
to make enquiry how things were carry’d, 
and what every particular Mans condition 
was; nor was there any thing at all but 
brought him in Tome profit, or other. 
Wherefore his envy and his covetoufnefs 
together let him againft Alundantius alio; 
who was born in that part of Scythia 

which 
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which lies in Thrace , but had been a Sol¬ 
dier ever lince the Reign of Gratian , re¬ 
ceived great Honours "under Thevdojms, 
and was at that time cholen General and 
Coniui But Eutropius having a mind to 
deprive him at once both of his Efiate and 
Honour, the Emperour commanded at 
leaft by Writing that' it (hould be fo; and 
Abundamius being prefentiy banilh’d the 
Court, was order’d to live at Sidon 
in Phoenicia all the reft of his days. 
By which means though Eutropius had 
no body at Conjlantmople that durft fo 
much as look at him; yet he remember’d 
that S:the was Lord of all things in the 
Weft, and therefore contrived"how to 
prevent his coming to Conjiantinople. To 
which purpofc he perfuaded the Emperour, 
to call a Senate, and by a publick Decree 
declare Stilico an Enemy to the Empire. 
Which being done, he immediately made 
Gildo ( who was Governour of all that 
part of Africa that belongs to Carthage ) 
his Friend, and by hisaffiftance dividing 
that Country from the Dominions 6f Ho- 
dbrius he added it to the Empire of Ar- 
cadi us. Whereat when Stilico was migh¬ 
tily troubled, and could not tell what in 
the World to do, there happen’d an ex:, 
traordinary accident. For Gildo had a Bro- 
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ther, called Mafceldelus, againft whom 
through the barbarous fury of his difpo- 
fition he had laid a defign , and there¬ 
by forced him to fail into Italy to Stilicc, 
to complain of his Brother's feverity. 
Which he no ldoner had done, but Sti¬ 
lico gave him a good competent number 
of Men and Ships and fent him to fight 
Cildo. And when he came to the place 
’.where he heard his Brother lay, he fet up¬ 
on him with his whole Forces before he 
;.$$$$• ready tor the Battel; and after a fharp 
-Engagement, defeated him to fuch a de- 
^gfec, that Gildo bang’d himfelf; as choof- 
ing rather to do fo, than come into the 
fluids of his Enemies. Now by means of 
Siis Victory Gildo'$ Brother redored A- 
fyea to Honorius and failed back into Tta- 
flf where though Stilico envied him for 
his great Atchievement, yet he pretended 
a kindnds for-Jlim , of which he at lead 
gave him good hopes. But as he was 
afterward going one day into fome place 
in t\)c Suburbs, and was got upon the 
.Bridg that is over the River there, where 
amopg others Mafceldelus alfo attended 
upon him, the Guards, in obedience to the 
Signal which Stilico gave ’em, thrud Maf 
' c&Ielus into the River, whilft the former 
laugh’d, and the ater was choakcd by, the 
violence of the . dream. 


Now 
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Now from this time forward the en¬ 
mity between Eutropius and Stilico was 
very manifed, and in every bodies mouth. 
But though they were dilafTeCTcd to each 
other, yet in this agreed, to infulc with 
all lecurity over the miferies of the Sub¬ 
jects ; whild the one [ that is, Stilico 3 
had married his Daughter Mary to the 
Emperour Elon or i us, and the other ruled 
Arcadius, as if he had been a Sheep,, [ or 
any other the like tame Creature.]* For 
whether any of the Subjects hid a 
finer Seat than ordinary, to be hire one' 
of them was Mader of ir, or whether 
there were any Silver orGold dirring, it 
all flow’d from the former pofleffors of 
it, into their Coffers: for there were greac 
numbers of Sycophants [/. e. fa lie Accu- 
fers] in all places, who were order’d to 
give notice of fuch things. V 

But feeing the Emperour on both Tides 
in this condition, all thofe of theSemtori- 
an Order were forry that things were in 
fuch bad circumdances, cfpeci.illy Gaines. 
who had neither Honour enough for a 
Commander of his age, nor would be fa- 
tisfied with all the gifts that were or 
could be beftowed upon Kim, His-barba¬ 
rous Avarice was fo inlatiib|e. : . But that 
which dung him more thin all' the red, 
was, that all the Money flow’d 1 into Eu- 
, Y 3 tropins ’$ 
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tropiuss Houfe. For thefe reafons being 
very much enraged he made Tnbigildus 
partner in his Oofign : who was a Man 
very daring and ready to undertake any 
hazardous Exploit; but he commanded 
Barbarians ( not Homans ) who were putt¬ 
ed in Phrygia, where he had the care of 
’em committed to him by the tmpemur. 
Now this tame Tnbigildus pretending he 
would go into Phrygia to take a view 
ot the Bulgarians who were under his 
command, went out from C npan; in pie 
upon rhai account. And having taken 
thole Barbarians whom he commanded a- 
long with him, he acraqucu a;t places or 
perfons that lie met with by the way, nor 
did he contain himlelt from the imiruer of 
Men, Women, and Children, bucueflroy'd 
all before him, and in a little time got 
together fucli a multitude of Slaves and 
other abjett Fellows, that he put all .-ipa 
into extream danger. For not onely all 
Lydia was full ot Tumults, feeing ail the 
Inhabitants (in a manner) were fled to 
the Sea coafls, from whence they and their 
Families failed all into the fflands or clfe- 
where; but even all Ana that lay upon 
the Sea cxpc&ed to fee fuch approaching 
danger as they had never yet beheld Nor 
when thefe things were told the Emperor 
did he take any pity on the common car 

lamity 
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lamity (for indeed he was not capable of 
undemanding what was fit to be done, 
being fo extreamly foolilhas he was) but 
gave Eutropitts the whole admimllration 
oi the Empire. Which when he had ob¬ 
tain’d, he chofe Gaines and Leo to be his 
Generals, with a defign to fend the one 
of ’em into Apia to accaque the Barbarians t 
or other promifeuous people chat had ta¬ 
ken poifellion of it; but to lend Gaines 
through Thrace, and the Straights of the 
Helldjpout , to meet the Enemy if he 
fiw that they were troublefom in chofe 
places. 

But Leo , who was appointed to aflift 
in the emergencies of Ajia , was a M m o£ 
no military conduft at all, nor endued 
With any other qualification, that might 
delerve co have raifed him to his prelenc 
fortune, lave onely that he was Eutro - 
plus's familiar Friend. But however he 
upon that onely reafon was imploy’d ; and 
Gaines was fenc into Thrace , to obftrudt 
TribigildiS and his men from palling over 
the Hellejpont , and to fight ’epi by Sea if 
occafion were. Now when thefe Com¬ 
manders were thus inflrutted, they led 
away their Forces to their feveral Ports: 
whilft Gaines jqpiembring the compact be¬ 
twixt him arid Tribigildus, and that the 
time was at hand wherein he was to put 

Y 4 the 
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the dcfign in execution, commanded Tri - 
ligildus to draw his Army toward the 
Hdlefpont. And [ I believe [ had he con¬ 
cealed what he intended againil the Com¬ 
monwealth, and gone quietly ouc of Con- 
jfantinople with his Barbarians, liis whole 
dcfign had taken efteft; nor was there 
any thing to hinder but that all Ajia might 
have been feized by him and even the 
whole Eaft at the fame time deflroy’d. But 
feeing Fortune at that time was pleas’d to 
preferve thofe Cities to the Roman Govern¬ 
ment, this Gaines was overborn by his 
hot furious nature as a Barbarian , and 
went from Conflantinople, with almofl all 
his Warlike Power. And when he came 
almoft to Heraclea , he advertife.d Tribigil- 
dus what to do. But he refolv’d not to 
go toward HelleJ'pont by any means, for 
iear of lighting upon the Forces that were 
polled thereabout; and therefore when he 
had deflroy’d all Phrygia, he fet upon Pi- 
Jidia; where meeting with no obfhcle he 
pillaged all the Country and went away. 

Which news though Gaines heard, he 
was not any way concern’d for the ravage 
which had been committed, becaufe he 
remember’d the agreement betwixt him 
and Tribiqjldas. But Leo in the mean time 
flay’d in the parts adjacent to the Helle¬ 
spont , and not chly diirft not fight Tribi- 

gildus. 
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gddus, but laid likewife, He was afraid, 
lz\\ Tnhgildus lliould lend out feme part 
ot his Army another way and wafle all 
the Country near the Hdlefpont before 
they were aware of him. By which means 
-if “ a PP cn d, that Tribigildiu took all 

a r?»j nS n Vi . thouc an > rkcor hinderance, 
and kmd all thelnhabitants.together with 
the '-■oldicrs; nor was ther da ever a Barba- 
riaa chat fought for the For they 

mmgied themfclves fn the feveral conflids 
among thofe of their own Nation, and op- 
poled the Roman Subjects. 

In the mean while Gaines , though he 
feemed to be forry for the misfortunes of 
the Romans, yet he pretended to admire 
the Stratagems and Prowefs of Trib'mil 
dus, declaring him to be invincible upon 
the account of his prudence, and that he 
overcame them more by his conduct than 
his ltrength. And therefore when he was 
got over into Afia, he made no attempt 
upon any one, but flighted and neglected 

!“ c I 11 , 1 ? °, f the Towns an d Countries. 
Nor did he do any more than juft follow the 
Enemy, and behave himfelf fomewhat like 
a bare Spectator of the action, expeftin* 
when Trib/gtldus would 20 into the Eaff, 
and fending forces to him privately to 
afilll him in his enterprifes, having not vet 
diftoverd his Opinion as to the preknt 

flatc 



He Htflory Book V. 

(late of Affairs. Now if Tribigildus had 
gone into Phrygia and fo, noc into Pijidia, 
Due (trait into Lydia , he could have mot 
with no obffacle, but, when he had made 
himfelf Matter of that, might have de- 
ttroy’d Ionia too. And from thence patt 
(tng by Sea into the ides where lie mi Jit 
have got what (hipping he had p eak’d, 
it had been cafy for him to have over run 
all the Eaft, and pillaged every Country 
betwixt that and Egypt, lecing chere was 
no Army able to cope with him. But he 
not thinking of thele things, anJ refoiving 
to march into lamphilia which borders 
upon Pijidia , litt into cumberfom ways, 
where his Horle could by no means pais. 
But feeing that no Army withftood them, 
one Valentine , of Selga ( which is a little 
Town in l amph ilia, (landing upon an 
Hill) who was a‘pretty good Scholar, and 
not altogether unskiltul in military Affairs, 
gather’d together a company of Slaves and 
Country fellows, who had been ufed con¬ 
tinually to fight againft the Robbers there¬ 
abouts, and potted them upon the Hills 
above thofc places through which Tribi- 
gildus was to march; in iuch a manner 
that they could fee every one who patted 
that way, but no body could fee them, 
though the Eiemy march’d by in the 
day-time. Trihigildus therefore with his 

Bar- 
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Barbarians, taking the plainer way into the 
lovyer parts of Famphylta . and coming in 
the Night-time into the Fields under Sel¬ 
ga, the Barbarians were feverely pelted 
with Slings that threw ilones down upon 
’em as much as a Man can grafp anu big¬ 
ger ; For trorn chat higher ground it was 
ea y to call (tones a little bigger than or¬ 
dinary. Now therefore feeing there was 
no way to elcape (for on the one fide of 
the way there was a deep Lake and Fens, 
and on the other a deep, narrow pafs, 
that would fcarce admit two Men a bread 
(which al'cent bccaufe it is roundilh and 
winding, the Natives call, The Snail , 
from the fimilitude it bears to that Ani¬ 
mal ) where one Florentius was planted 
with Men enough to hinder all fuch as 
fliould attempt to come that way) the 
Barbarian being pent up in thele places, 
and continually pelted with abundance of 
huge ttones, were mod of them knock’d 
on the head. For, being they were (o 
(heighten'd for room, the ttones that fell 
from above cjuld noc mils of killing - one 
cr other of ’em. And therefore not know¬ 
ing what in the earth to do, moft of’em 
threw themlelves and their Horfes into 
the Lake, and to avoid Death by rhe 
ttones, perllh’d in the Fens : whilft Tr 'tbt- 
gtldus with, three hundred Men got up 

upon 
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upon the Snail, where he corrupted Flo- 
rentius and the Guards that were with 
him for a vail Sum of Money to let them 
pals : and when he by this means had e- 
Icaped, he fuffer’d all the reft to be ut¬ 
terly deftroy’d. But though Tribigildus 
thought that he hereby had freed himfelf 
from all the danger which Valentine brought 
upon him, yet he fell headlong prefently 
into far greater perils than rhe former. 
For almoft all the Inhabitants of the feve- 
ral Towns, arming themfelves with what 
came next to hand, incloled him and the 
three hundred Men who efcaped along 
with him between the Rivers Me lanes and 
Burymedon , of which the one runs above 
Si/a, and the other through Agendas. 
Wherefore being thus flreightned and not 
knowing what to do, he lent to Gaines. 
But Gaines though he were forry for what 
bed happen’d, yet having not yet reveal’d 
his mind as to the Rebellion, he lent L€o> 
the next Commander to himfelf, to aftift 
the Pampbjlians, and to joyn with Valen¬ 
tine againft Tribigildus, fo as not to fuf- 
ier him and his Men to erofs the Rivers. 
Whereupon Leo, though he were a Man 
naturally of a low fpirit, and devoted all 
his life time to pleafure, yet he obey’d his 
Order's. And this made Gaines attraid, 
left Tribigildus, being befet on every fide, 
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and not having flrengtU enough to fight 
the Enemy, might be totally deftrold 
Wherefore he fent other Troops of Bar- 
barians that he had with him, into die Ro- 
man Camp, not only by degrees to wafte it 
but to make way for TrihgilJ,,^ efcape! 
io the Barbarians whom Gaines gave to 
Leo, as Auxiliaries, fell upon all the Ro¬ 
mans which they met with, fpoiJed the 
Country, and kill’d the Soldiers; nor 
did they ceafe w attaque all places, till 
they had cut o Leo with, all his Army 
and made almoft the whole Country like 
a Defert: fo that by this means Gaineds de¬ 
ign took effect. For Tribigildus being 
elcaped out of Pampbylia, laid greater I 
fliftions than the former upon the Cities of 
Phrygia. From whence Gaines took oc- 
cafion ro extol his Atchievements very 
highly to the Emperour, and put the Sc- 

f u d? a tC ? ethe rr ith d T C wholc Court into 
fuch a fear of him, that he threaten’d and 

Id em, he would come to the very Hel- 
lefpont, and go near to turn all things 
topfy-turvy if the Emperour would 

tem,uefe° takC f ° mC “ rc “ '6^ 

■- But Gaines did this out of policy at 
nnce to conceal his inclination?from’the 
Emperour, and; by thole rcfpcfbw feh 
»«e llien n ro TriHfUm eager an oc- 

cafion 
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cafton of putting his own projett in exe¬ 
cution. For it did not vex him fo much 
that he himfelf was flighted, as that Eu¬ 
tropius was advanced to the higheft pitch 
of Power, fo as to be reckon’d among the 
Confuls, called by their Stile for a great 
while together, and honour’d with the 
dignity of a Patrician. For thefe were 
the things that molt moved Gaines to Se¬ 
dition : and therefore when he was ready 
for it, he firft thought fit to contrive £u- 
tropins' s death. To which end whiift he 
was yet in Phrygia, he lent to the Em- 
perour, and told him that he defpair’d of 
any good fuccels, fince Tribigildus was fo 
fubtil a Warriour, and befides that, that 
it was impoflible to fuftein his fury or de¬ 
liver Ajia from the prelent extremities, un- 
lefs the Emperour would be pleafed to 
comply with his requeft, which was this: 
That Eutropius who was the greateft caufe 
of all the mifehief that had happen’d, 
might be delivered into his hands, to be 
difpofed on as he thought fit. 

Which when the Emperour Arcadius 
heard, he prelently fent for Eutropius, de¬ 
graded him from his Honours, and dif- 
tnils’d him. Whereupon he immediately 
ran into aChurch of the Chriftians which 
by him was made a Sanctuary or Place of 
Refuge. But becaufe Gaines was fo ur¬ 
gent, 
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gent, and laid that Tribigildus would nc- 
' cr ke quiet till Eutropius was removed, 
they tot;K him by force (even againft the 
Law ior making Churches Sandfuarics,) 
and lent him into Cyprus, with a flrift 
Guard upon him. But Gaines being ftilj 
very inftant and urging the Emperour Ar- 
cadi US on flill to rake him off, the Em- 
perour’s Attendants made an equivocating 
evafion upon «he Ouch which was Sworn 
to Eutropius when he was dragg’d out of 
the Church, and caus’d him to be fent for 
back out of Cyprus ; and then, as if they 
had onelv fworn not to kill him as long 
as he was ac Ccnjiantinofle , they fent him 
to Charcedon and there murder’d him. 
Thus did Fortune deal very flrangely with 
Eutropius on both hands, in raifing him 
firlt to fuch an heighth as no Eunuch be¬ 
fore had attain’d to, and then cxpoling 
him co death through the hatred which 
they who were Enemies to the Common¬ 
wealth profefs’d againft him. 

But Gaines though he were now appa¬ 
rently inclined to innovation, yet thought 
himfelf undifeover’d : and therefore being 
abfolutc Mafter of Triligildus's Soul, for 
*nat he was much above him in Power 
and Authority, he perfonated him and 
made a Peace with the Emperour: and 
after having mutually both taken and g| 
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vcn their Oaths, he return’d again through 
Phrygia and Lydia. And that way 7 >i- 
bigildus follow’d him, marching through 
the upper Lydia in fuch a manner that he 
never let fight upon Sardeis, which is the 
Metropolis of. Lydia. But when they were 
joyn’d into one body at Jhyatira, Tribi- 
gildus repented that he had left Sardeis 
unfack’d, fince it was fo eafy a matter to 
take a City, as that was, quite deftitute 
of all defence. Wherefore he refold to 
return thither along with Gaines and florin 
that City. And their defign had certain¬ 
ly taken effetft, if a great deal ot Rain had 
not fallen which made a Flood upon the 
Land, and raifed the Rivers fo high that 
they were unpaflable; whereby their jour¬ 
ney was flopp’d. Whereupon they divi¬ 
ded the Country between ’em, and led 
.their Forces, Gaines toward Bythinia, and 
tire other toward the Hellefpont , permit¬ 
ting the Barbarians that follow’d ’em to 
plunder all before ’em. And by that time 
the one came to Chalcedony the other had 
-gotten poflefiion of all the places near to 
Lampfacus ; fo that Conjlantinople and even 
the whole Roman Empire was ill extreant 
danger. And then did Gaines detire the Ent- 
perour would come to him, being refolv d 
to parley with no body but him himfelf ih 
Perfon. To which the Entperour fubrnic 
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ted, and they met in a place near Choice - 
don y Where there is a Church dedicated 
to the holy Martyr Euphemia, who is ho¬ 
nour’d for her devotion to Chrift. And 
there it was agreed, that Gaines and 7Vi- 
bigildus fliould come over out of Afia in¬ 
to Europe, and that the moft eminent 
Men in all the Commonwealth iliould be 
deliver’d into their hands to be put to 
death. Of which number were Aurelia- 
nus, who was that year Conful, and Sa~ 
iuminus, who had been a Conful, and 
John, whom the Emperour trufted With 
all his fecrets, and who, many people 
faid, was the Father of Arcadiuss Son. 

And this requeft did the Emperour 
grant though it was fo tyrannical. But 
when Gaines had gotten thefe Men in his 
clutches, he laid his Sword no more than ‘ 
juft upon the skin of their Bodiesand 
was content to let them fuller banilhment 
onely. After which he crofs’d over into 
Thrace, whither he commanded Triligil- 
dus to follow him, leaving Afia, that was 
now beffinninff to breath, again, and like’ 
to be deliver’d from all thole dangers 
which befet it. But whilft he lived at 
Conjlantinople, he difperfedhis Soldiers' in¬ 
to feveral quarters; inlbmuch, that he be¬ 
reft the City even of the very Court- 
Guards ; giving the Barbarians certain pri- 
J - h ■ Z vate 
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vate Signals, with a charge, chat when they 
law the Soldiers were gone out of the City, 
they Ihould immediately invade ic, being 
now dellitute of all defence, and deliver 
up the foie Power to him alone. 

Having given thefe Orders to the Bar¬ 
barians under his Command, he went out 
of the City, pretending that the fatigue 
of War had made him fick, and that he 
therefore wanted fome refrelhment, which 
he ihould never have, if he did not live 
fome time without care. Wherefore he 
left the Barbarians in the City, who were 
a great many more in number than the 
Court-Guards, and retired to a Villa or 
Couurry-houfe, fome forty furlongs from 
the City: whence he expected an oppor¬ 
tunity of invading it, as foon as the Bar¬ 
barians there Ihould have made their at¬ 
tempt. And as Gaines was fill’d with thefe 
hopes; fo had he not been carry’d away 
with the heat of a Barbarian , and antici¬ 
pated the proper feafon for it, the Barba¬ 
rians muft of neceflity have made them- 
felves Mailers of the City. But he not 
flaying for the Signal drew his Soldiers 
to the Wall, and thereby made the Sen¬ 
tinels who were affrighted at the fight, 
give an Alarm. And thereupon imme¬ 
diately there was a general tumult, with 
lamentation of the Women, and fuch pro- 

mifcuous 
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mifcuous cryes, as if the City had been 
already taken; till at length they ran all 
together and fell upon the Barbarians that 
were in the City. And when they had 
kill’d ’em with Swords, Stones, and other 
Weapons whatever came to their hands, 
they ran up upon the Wall, and with the 
afliftance of che Guards fo pelted Gaines's 
Men, that they beat ’em off from coming 
into the Gey with every thing that fell 
in their way. 

But when the City had thus efoaped 
their danger, the Barbarians being enclo- 
fed by thofe within, and more than feven 
thouland got into a Church belonging to 
the Chriftians, that (lands near the Pa¬ 
lace, making that their San&uary to pre- 
ferve ’em ; the Emperour commanded 
’em to be (lain even in that place, nor 
would he let it be a fufficient refuge for 
’em, whereby to avoid the juft penalty 
which was due to their bold a&ions. Bur 
though che Emperour commanded it fo to 
be, yet no Man durft lay hands upon 
them, to pull ’em out of the San&uaries, 
for fear left they Ihould attempt to de¬ 
fend chemfelves. They therefore thought- 
ic beft to take off the roof of the Church 
over the Altar ( as they call it) and that 
thofe who were appointed for the par- 
pefe, Ihould throw down fire brands up- 
Z z on 
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on 'em fo long till they had burnt ’em ee 
very man to death. And by this means 
were the Barbarians deilroy’d ; which to 
lome that were very zealous ior Chriftia- 
nity leemed a moll abominable crime to 
be committed in the rnidll of lucha great 
City. 

Now therefore when Gaines .was dilap- 
pointed in this his great Attempt, he o- 
penly made preparation for a War againll 
the Commonwealth. But letting firlt up¬ 
on the Countries in Thrace, he. found their 
Cities well fenced with Walls; and guard-: 
ed by the Magillratcs and Inhabitants, tor 
they having been uled to Wars and taught; 
by former incurfions how to take care.df 
themfelves, were ready to fight with all 
their fouls: wherefore Gaines, feeing no¬ 
thing left without their Walls but Grals 
(for they had gathered up all kind of 
Fruits, Cattel and other provifions) he 
refolv’d to leave Thrace and make hafte 
into Cherronefus, with an intention to re¬ 
turn through the Streights of the Helle 
(pout into Afta. But whillt he was deli¬ 
berating upon thefe matters, the Empe- 
rour and Senate with one accord chofe 
Fraiutus General for the War againft 
Gaines ; who though he were a Barbarian 
born, yet he was a Grecian in all other 
rdpecls, and that not onely in his manner 
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of living, but in his Mind and Religion. 
And therefore to him ( who had been a 
famous Leader in many Wars and freed 
all the Eaft from Cilicia to Phenice and 
PaleJBne, from the plague ol Robbers) did 
they commit the condufb of their Army. 
Which when he had receiv’d, he oppoled 
Gaines, not fuft’cring the Barbarians to pals 
over the Hellefpont into Ajta. But whillt 
that Gaines was a preparing for their fight, 
Fraiutus could not endure his Men lliould 
be idle, and therefore kept ’em to conti¬ 
nual exercife; by which lie made ’em fo 
fit for fervice, that, inftead of their for¬ 
mer fioth and lazinefs, they were dif- 
contcnted that Gaines delay’d the War fo 
long. 

Thus was Fraiutus employ’d in Alia, 
viewing not onely his own Camp both 
Night and Day, but oblcrving alio the 
motions of the Enemy : Befides which, 
he likewife took care of the (hipping. 
For he had a Fleet enough to maintain a 
Sea fight, of Ships call'd [ Liburme ] from 
a Town in Italy [ called Lib uni a ] where 
that fort of Ships were-firlt built. And 
thefe Ships feem’d fo have been as fwift- 
failers as thofe with fifty Oars, though 
they were much inferiour to them of three 
Oars to each bank, and- have not been 
built of a long time. Yet Pelylius the 
Z 3 " Hi- 
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Hiftorian Teems to tell us the proportions 
of Six Oared Ships, which the Romans and 
the Carthaginians Teem to have uled in 
their fights againft one another. But in 
the mean time Gaines having forced his 
way through the Long-Wall into Cherro- 
nefus, had ranged his Men all along that 
rifing Ihoar in Thrace , that reaches from 
over againft Parium as far as Lampfacus, 
Ahydus , and thole places that make that 
ftreight Sea. Whilft, on the other hand, 
the Roman General Tailed all about Afia, 
both Night and Day to pry into the Ene¬ 
mies defigns. But Gaines, for want of ne- 
ceflary provifions, being troubled that the 
time was To protracted, cut down a quan¬ 
tity of Timber Trees out oT a Wood in 
Cher rone fas , which he faften’d together 
very accurately, and making them fit to 
receive both Men and KorTes, Tet his Men 
and their HorTes upon them and To let ’em 
Twim with the Stream, or Tide. For they 
could not be either managed with Oars, or 
any other wife admit of the Pilot’s Skill, be 
ing made To in hafte without any Art at all, 
by the rude contrivance of Barbarians. But 
he himlelf ftaid upon the rfhoar, in hopes 
that he Ihould quickly get the Victory, for 
that the Romans could not be any way 
ftrong enough to grapple with his Men 
m this engagement. Nor was the wife 

Roman 
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Roman General unaware of that truth; and 
therefore giving a guefs what was to be 
done, commanded his Ships to put a little 
off from the Land: and feeing the Tu¬ 
multuary Velfels of the Barbarians car- 
ry’d down with the ftream wherefoever 
it drave them, he firft attaqued one that 
came in the foremoft range of Timber, 
and having a Ship with a brazen Stem, 
was much too ftrong for it; for he not 
onely bore hard upon it with his Ship, 
but To pelted the Men that were upon it 
with Darts that he funk both that and 
them together. Which when the reft of 
his Ships Crews Taw, and imitated, they 
kill’d Tome with Darts, whilft Tome fell 
ofF the Timbers and were drown’d , nor 
could any one of ’em hardly efcape death. 

At which great Overthrow Gaines being 
much concern’d, and knowing not what 
to do, Tince he had loft To many of his 
Fellow-Soldiers, he removed a little out 
of Cherronefus into that part of Thrace 
that lies beyond it. But Fraiutus at that 
time did not think fit to follow Gaines in 
his flight, but mufter’d up his Men in 
the Tame place, and was content with the 
Victory that Fortune had bellow’d upon 
him. And when almoft all People accu- 
fed Fraiutus for not purfuing Gaines, but 
fparing him, becaule Gaines and thofe that 
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fled away with him, were Fraiutus ’s Coun¬ 
trymen, yet he, who was confcious of no 
luch thing, return’d to the Emperour, very 
proud of his Victory, which he freely and 
boldly imputed to the favour of the Gods 
whom he w T orlhip’d. For he was not a- 
fharoed, even in the Emperour’s prefence, 
i„ pro ids, that he worfhip’d and honour’d 
the Goo-, ui'oir rle ancient way of his 
F. e.aui*iud not follow the vul- 
. .. w i„ . '.O e.-.ie. So the Emperor 

receiv’d him vet) kindly and made him 
Conful. But Gaint in the mean while, 
having loft moft part of his Army, as I 
told you, ran away with the reft to the 
River Ijter : where feeing Thrace laid wafte 
by the former inroads into it, he plun¬ 
der’d every thing that came to his hand, 
but fearing, left another Roman Army 
fhould follow him and attaque his Bar¬ 
barians , who were but few, and befides 
that, fufpecting thofe Romans who went 
along with him, he kill’d ’em every Man, 
before they knew any thing of his inten¬ 
tion, and afterward with his Barbarians 
eroded the Ijler with a defign to go into 
his own Country and there fpend the reft 
of his days. 

But whilft Gaines was doing this, one 
TJldes, who. at that time was Prince of 
the Hums, believing it unfafe for him to 

buffer 
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buffer a Barbarian with an Army of his 
own at his heels, to have any habitation 
beyond the Jfler ; and at the fame time 
buppobing that he fhould gratifie the Em¬ 
perour if he expell’d him out of the Coun¬ 
try, provided to fight him, and having 
mufter’d up a confiderable number of Men 
put ’em into Battalia againft the Enemy. 
So likewibe Gaines on the other fide, fee¬ 
ing he could neither return to the Ro¬ 
mans, nor otherwibe efeape the fliock that 
Vldes had threatned, arm’d thobe Men 
whom he had with him, and met the 
Hunns. And after feveral Engagements 
between the two Armies, in borne of which 
Gaines’s party bore up very ftoutly, at 
laft, after many of his Men were fiain, 
even Gaines himfelf alfo was kill’d, though 
he fought with great courage and bra¬ 
very. 

And now the War being ended by the 
death of Gaines, that Vldes, the Prince of the 
Hunns bent his Head to Arcadius the Empe¬ 
ror, and was rewarded for fodoing: Where¬ 
upon he made a League with the Romans. 
But Affairs being carry’d without any con- 
duft, becaufe the Emperour had no Pru¬ 
dence at all, the Eftate of Thrace was again 
difturbed. For there were a company of Fu- 
gitive Slaves, and others that had run away 
from their ranks, pretending themfelves to 

be 
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be Hums, pillaged all the Fields and took 
whatever they found without doors; till 
fuch time as Fraiutus went againft ’em 
and killing all he litt upon, put the In¬ 
habitants out of fear. - --- Here 

is a Chafme, which ’tis in vain for any 
one to think of filling up, unlefs he gives 
himfelf the liberty of onely gucfting at 
it. The fenfe therefore, fuch as may be 
deduced from the precedent pafiages, is 
this. Gaines formerly required that Au- 
relianus, Saturnivus, and Johannes fhould 
be deliver’d into his hands, that he might 
punifh ’em as he pleas’d; and therefore, 
’tis probable, he committed ’em to Cu- 
ftody till he fhould think fit to infliCt 
lome punilhment upon them. But when 
Fraiutus purfu’d the remaining part of 
Gaines's Army, who was now kill’d, the 
Keepers gave their Prifoners free leave to 
efcape, for fear left they fhould fare but 
very hardly if they fell into Fraiutus's 
hands. Hence does Sylhurgius conjecture 
that [hUpi. e. in Latin Characters [ li- 
am~\ is the latter end of the word 
7\'ta.v J f 7 hejfa/iant’2 or TlctQp.h!a,v ]j Para- 
Ham ] which fignifies, near the Sea-Coaft ; 
into which Country Fraiutus defign’d to 
go over, to catch the Traitors and punifh 
’em according to their demerits, and then 
you muft fuppofe that the next words -re- 
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late to them when it is faid — fearing left 
they fhould be but roughly dealt withal. 
But meeting with him they landed in E- 
pirus, where confulting how to fave them- 
felves, (for they were in great danger up¬ 
on the account of their extraordinary Of¬ 
fence ) they gave their Prifoners an oppor¬ 
tunity to efcape : though others fay, they 
gave Mony to be difmifs’d. But howfo* 
ever they got away, they came back to 
Conjlantimpie beyond all expeCfation,where 
they appear’d before the Emperour, the Se¬ 
nate and all other People. 

Now from this time was the hatred 
which die Emperefs had conceiv’d againft 
John (who was a ChriftianBifliop) very 
much increafed; for though fhe had been 
difpleafed at him formerly, for being fome- 
what {harp upon her in his publick Homi¬ 
lies before the People, yet at this juncture, 
when he and the other two were come 
home again, fhe broke out into an open 
abhorrence of him. Wherefore ro fatisfie 
her paflion, fhe did both what fhe pleafed, 
and what fhe could to make the Bifhops 
in all places eonfent to Johns removal; 
of whom the firft and chiefeft was Theo- 
philns Bifhop of Alexandria in Egypt, who 
was tire firft that oppofed the ancient holy 
Rites and Ceremonies. And though in¬ 
deed there was a Debate propofed to be 

held 
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held about it, yet John feeing that things 
did not proceed with fuch equity as they 
ought to have done, went out of Conftan- 
tinople of his own accord. At which the 
People being difturb’d ( for he was excel¬ 
lent good at obliging the brutiih common 
People ) the City was in a Tumult, and 
the Chriftian Church was fill’d with them, 
that they call Monks. Now thefe are a 
fort of Men that abftain from lawful mar¬ 
riage, and furnilh populous Colleges, in 
feveral Cities and Villages, with unmar¬ 
ried Men, who are not fit for War, nor 
any other fervice in the Commonwealth : 
fave onely, that by going on in their 
way, from that time to this, they have 
gotten a great deal of Land into their 
polleflion, and under pretence of charity 
to the Poor, have made ( I had almoft 
faid) all other Men, Beggars. And thefe 
Men having gotten into the Churches, 
hinder’d the People from coming to their 
ufual Devotion. At which the People and 
the Soldiers too were fo vex’d, that they 
defired to cor red, and lop off (as it were ) 
the luxuriant boldnefs of the Monks, And 
haying the Signal given ’em for the fame 
purpofe, they march’d out boldly and with¬ 
out any tryal or examination put ’em all 
to the Sword, till they fill’d the Church 
with dead bodies, and purfuing thofe that 
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ran away wounded every Man that they 
met in black Clothes. Among whom 
many died by miftake, who either were 
in mourning, or upon any other occafion 
were in fuch a habit. 

But by this time John being returned 
attempted the fame things over again, 
and ftirr’d up the like troubles in the 
City: where the number of Sycophants 
being now greater than ever they had been, 
and always attending upon the Court-Eu¬ 
nuchs, if any rich Man died, they brought 
an account of his Eftate, as if he had itad 
no Children or Relations. Whereupon the 
Emperour’s Letters were iffued our, to 
command that John Doe fhould have Ri* 
chard Roes Eftate. Nay-, Mens Inherit 
ranees were difpofed of to any that beg’d 
’em, though the Children of the Parry 
flood by lamenting and calling upon their 
Parents. In fine, there was nothing but 
fill’d the Cities and Towns with forro\v, 
and did the Inhabitants an unreafonable 
deal of injury. For the Empcrour 'being 
a meer Fool, his Wife, who was arrogant 
above all the reft of Woman kind, and de¬ 
voted both to the infatiable-avarice of Eu¬ 
nuchs and the Women who were about her 
and ruled her m oft, made every body 
weary of their life; infomuch that to mo- 
deft People nothing was more eligible than 
Deach - And 
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And as if thefe things were not fuffi- 
cient, there was misfortune that fell upon 
Conflantinople much greater than can be 
exprefs’d, in this manner. John, as I told 
you, coming home again after his banifh- 
ment, and inftigating the People againft 
the Emperefs in his ufual Homilies or Ser¬ 
mons, and feeing himfelf expell’d both from 
the Sea Epifcopal as alfo from the City, 
took fhipping and left the Town. But 
thofe that were of his Party, endeavour¬ 
ing to procure that no Man fhould be 
Bilhop after, refolv’d to deftroy the City 
by Fire. And to that end having private¬ 
ly fet fire to a Church in the Night-time, 
and got them out of the City at break of 
Day ( whereby they prevented the difeo- 
very of who they were) as foon as it was 
broad day they fhew’d all the People in 
what extremity of danger the City was. 
For not onely that Church was burn’d to 
the ground, but the contiguous Houfes 
alfo were confumed, efpecially thofe upon 
whom the violence of the Wind drove 
the fire. But befides them, the fire caught 
in the Senate-Houfe, which flood before 
the Palace, and was a moft beautiful, mag¬ 
nificent Structure. For it was adorn’d 
with the Statues of famous Artifls, that 
look’d very glorioufly, and with fuch co¬ 
lours in Marble, as are not now to be found 

in 
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in any Mines. Nay, they fay, that thofe 
Images, which were formerly confecrated 
in Helicon to the Mufes, and in the time 
of Conftantine were fufferers by that uni- 
verfal Sacriledg, being fet up and dedica¬ 
ted in this place w T erc burn’d at the fame 
time, to fignifie that difaffettion which 
all Men fhould one day bear to the Mu¬ 
fes. 

But becaufe there was a kind of Mi¬ 
racle wrought at drat time, I think it 
worth the relating. This Temple of the 
Senate, for the fake of which I tell you 
this Story, had the Statues of Jupiter 
and Minerva, before die doors of it, {land¬ 
ing upon two flone Pedeflals, as they do 
to this day. Now they fay, that of Ju¬ 
piter is Jupiter Dodonaus, and the other, 
of Minerva , die fame which was former¬ 
ly confecrated in Lindus. When there¬ 
fore the fire had confumed all the Temple, 
the Lead upon the roof alfo being melt¬ 
ed ran down upon the Statues, as like- 
wife all the flones that could not refill 
the force of die fire fell upon them, till 
at lafl when the beauty of the building 
was all turn’d into one heap of rubbifh, 
it was the common Opinion that thefe 
two Statues alfo were reduced to afhes. 
But when the place was cleanfed and rea¬ 
dy to be rebuilt, upon it fhew’d the Sta- 
’ tues 
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tues of thofe two Deities onely, which 
had efcaped the univerfal mine. Which 
Accident gave all thofe who were above 
the ordinary rank of Men feme better 
hopes of the City, as it thefe Deities re- 
folv’d to take continual care of k. 

But let thefe things go as God will have 
’em; [ whilft I return thither from whence 
I digrefs’d. ] Now all People being ferry 
for this calamity of the City, though they 
found no reafon for it but blind Chance 
(as the faying is) the Emperour s Atten¬ 
dants were intent upon the rebuilding 
of the ruinated Houfes. But at the fame 
time it was reported at Court, that a 
great number of Ifaurians, who live above 
Pamphylia and Cilicia continually in the 
craggy inacccflible Mountains of Taurus, 
being divided into feveral Bands of Rob¬ 
bers, invaded the adjacent .Champaign 
Country. And though they were not 
ftrong enough to attack the walled Towns, 
yet they over-ran all the unwalled Vil¬ 
lages and plunder’d all before em. For 
the former ravage which was committed 
there by Tribiftldus and his Barbarians , 
made their prelent incurfions the more 
eafy. But when this news was brought, 
Arbazacius was fent out as General , to 
aflift the opprefled Pamphylians. Who ha¬ 
ving got a good competent Army along 
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with him, and purfu’d the Robbers up in* 
to the Mountains, he took moft of their 
Villages, and kill’d abundance of Men. 

And indeed he might eafily have perfectly 
fubdu’d ’em, and put the Towns in abfolute 
fecurity, had he not remitted great, part of 
his vigour by giving himfelf up to luxury 
and filthy pleal'ures, or through his cove- 
toufnefs preferr’d Riches before the pub-. 
lick good. For which his treacherous be¬ 
haviour being fummon’d to appear before 
the Emperor, he expected to be try’d,but by 
giving part of that which he took from the 
Ifaurians to the Emperefs, he not onely 
efcaped the Law, but fpent the reft of 
his Money in fuch pleafures as that City 
afforded. 

Thus did the Ifaurians content them- 
felves with private Robberies, and were 
not yet broken out into an open invafiori 
upon the neighbouring Nations. But in 
the mean time Alarichus, being departed 
( as I told you before) out of Peloponne- 
fas, and all that Country which the River 
Achelous paffes through, he made an Hale 
in Epirus , where the Molojfmns , the Thef- 
protians , and other People live, as far as E+ 
pidamnus and the Taulantians Country, to 
wait till Stilico had brought about what 
they had agreed upon, which was this: 

Stilico feeing that ‘ Arcad ins's Miniftcrs of 

A a State 
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State were difafle&ed to him, intended, 
by the alliflance of Alarichus , to add all 
the Illyrian Countries to the Empire of 
Honor ius. And having made a compact 
with Alarichus to that purpofe, he expe¬ 
cted lhortly to put his defign in execu¬ 
tion. But whilft Alarichus waited his 
Commands, one Rhodogaifus having mu- 
fler’d up four hundred thoufand of the 
Celtick and the German People that live 
beyond the Ifter, and the Rhine, made pre¬ 
parations to pafs over into Italy. Which 
News when it was firft told put all People 
into a confternation; and yet though the 
feveral Towns were fallen into defpair, 
and even Rome it felf very apprehenfive of 
its extream danger, Stilico took all the 
Forces with him which were at Ticinum 
in Liguria ( which were fome thirty 
Companies) with’,all the Auxiliaries that 
he could get of the Alan't and the Hunni, 
and without flaying for the Enemies 
coming, crofs’d the Ijler with his whole 
Army. By which means fetting upon the 
Barbarians before they were aware, he ut 
terly deftroy’d their whole Forces, info- 
much that none of ’em efcaped except 
fome few that he added to the Roman 
Auxiliaries. Now Stilico being, as you may 
guefs, very proud of this Vi&ory, he re¬ 
turn’d with his Aney and had Garlands 

given 
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given him by almoft all People, as having 
fo ftrangely deliver’d Italy from the dan¬ 
gers that lhe fb much fear’d or expeCted. 
But at Ravenna ( which is the Metropolis 
of Flamnia [ Romagnia ] an ancient City, 
and a Colony of the 1 hcffalians, called 
Rhene, bccaufe the Water runs round it 
[as the word Rhene imports] and not 
as Olympiodorus of Thebes lays, that it 
Was lo called from Rems, Brother to Ro¬ 
mulus , who was the builder of it ; for 
he muft leave that to Quadratus , who 
hath mention’d this very matter in hisHi- 
flory of the Emperour Marcus ) at this 
fame Ravenna , I fay, St Rico being intent 
upon his preparations to attaque the Illy¬ 
rian Cities, and by the help of Alarichus 
not oncly to dra\V ’em elf from Areadras, 
but to joyn ’em to the Empire of Hono- 
rias, there happen’d two impediments to 
fall at once in his way : which were, a 
report that Alarichus was dead, and Let¬ 
ters of the Emperour Hbnorius from Rome, 
that gave him account how Constantine 
was turn’d Rebel and come out of the 
Ifland of Britain into the Countries be- 
yond-the Alps where he caTry’d himfelf in 
their Cities like an Emperour. But the 
difcourle concerning Aldricfmst death Teem¬ 
ed to be doubtful, before certain Perfons 
came and affured him hbw it realLy was. 

A a z But 
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But what was laid of Conjiantities letting 
up for the Empire was believ’d by all Men. 
By which means Stilico being hinder’d 
from his intended expedition againft the 
Illyrians came to Rowe, to confult with o- 
thers concerning the prelent State of Af¬ 
fairs. 

But after Autumn , when Winter was 
come on ( Bajjus and Philippus being cho- 
fen Confuls) the Emperour Honorius, who 
had long loll his Wife Maria,defacd to have 
her Sifter 'Rhermantia. But Stilico feemed 
not to approve of that Propofal, though 
Serena promoted it, as having a mind it 
fliould be a Match, upon thisfeore: When 
Mary was to be married to Honor ins, her 
Mother leeing the Damfel too young for an 
Husband, and yet being unwilling to defer 
the Marriage, though "flic thought that, 
to let a Man lie with fuch a tender Crea¬ 
ture, was to offer violence to Nature, Ihe 
got a certain Woman who knew how to 
manage fuch Affairs, and, by her means 
contrived ic lb, that Maria lliculd live 
with the Emperour, and be his Bedfellow, 
but that he neither lhould nor could do 
l-'amiiy duty to her. But, in the mean 
time the Damfel died a pure Virgin, and 
fo Serena, who, you may well imagine, 
was defirous to be Grandmother to a 
young Emperour or Emperefs, for fear 
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of having her great Power lellen’d, did - 
what Ihe could to marry her other Daugh¬ 
ter to Honor his. Which being brought to 
pafs, the Girl not long after died, in the ■ 
fame manner as the former did. And a- 
bopt the fame time Stilico was informed, 
that Alarichus having left Epirus , and got 
through thole Streights that obftruct the 
pallage from Pannonia to Venice , had pitch’d 
his Camp at a Town called Emo, which lies 
between theupper Pannonia and Noricum. 
Now it is vvorth while to remark, what is 
obfervable concerning this fame Town, and 
how it came firft to be built. They fay, 
that the Argonautss being nurfued by sEetas, 
arrived at the mouth bf the lfter where it 
difembogues it felf into the Pont us, and 
thought it the heft way for ’em to go up- 
this River againfl the llream with the help 
of Oars, and a convenient gale of Wind 
together till they came nearer to the Sea. 
And when they had fo done, and were ar¬ 
rived at this Place, they left a memorial 
of their coming to it, which was the 
building of this Town, and afterward put¬ 
ting their Ship, the Argo, upon Machines 
or Engines for the purpofe, they drew it 
four hundred furlongs off, even to the 
Sea fide and fo arrived at the Thejjalian 
lhore, as Pifander the Poet fays, who has 
comprehended almoft the whole Story in 


357 


7 ?;e Htfiory BookV. 

a Poem, called The Heroick marriages of 
the Gods . But Alaricbus having march’d 
out of Emo, and, crolling the Ftiver Aqui- 
Its 5 got over the Apennine Mountains, 
came into Noricum. Now the Apennine 
Mountains lie juft upon the borders of 
Pannonia, and make the way to Noricurn 
very narrow; and therefore though the 
Pafs be kept by a fmall Guard, a great 
number mult labour hard to get through 
it. But notwithflanding the difficulty, 
Alaricbus < marched through into Nori- 
cum and from thence an Embafiy to Sti- 
lica, to defire a fupply of Money not only 
upon the account of his Bay in Epirus, 
which lie faid was made by the perfua- 
fions of Stilico, but alfo to defray his 
Journey into Noricum and Ealy. But Sti¬ 
lico, though he receiv’d the Embafiy, left 
the Embafladours at Ravenna and went 
himfclf to Rome, vyitli a defign to confult 
the Emperour and the Senate in the Af¬ 
fair. Bur when the Senate met at the 
Imperial Palace, and propofed to debate 
whether they fhould proclaim a War or 
no, they were raoft of ’em for fighting. 
Onely Stilico and fbme few others, who 
comply’d with him out of pure fear, were 
of a contrary Opinion, and voted for a 
Peace with Alatichus, Now therefore 
ivhen thole that were for a War, deficed 

to 
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to know of Stilico, why he was more for 
Peace than War; nay, to the diflionour of 
the Roman Name and glory, would mean¬ 
ly purchafe it with Money. He reply’d; 
Alaricbus has Bay’d thus long in Epirus , 
that he may joyn with me in a War a- 
gainfi the Emperour of the WeB, and 
drawing the Illyrians from under that Do¬ 
minion, make them additional Subjects to 
Honorius. And this had been done be¬ 
fore that time [ he laid ] if the Emperour 
Honorius' s Letters had not come in the 
mean while and flop’d his Journey into the 
Eaft, in expe&ation whereof Alaricbus had 
fpent fo much time in that Country. And 
as Stilico faid thefe words, he produced an 
Epiflle from the Emperour, and faid, Se¬ 
rena was the caufe of all, as being minded 
to preferve an inviolable tricndlhip be¬ 
tween the two Emperours. 

Since therefore they all thought Stilico 
fpoke nothing but reafon, the Senate was 
pleas’d to order that Alaricbus Ihould 
have three thoufand pounds upon the ac¬ 
count of a Peace, though mofl of ’em gave 
their Votes more out of fear to Stilico 
than their own judgment or inclination. 
For that was the reafon that Lampadius, 
a Perfon of great Birth and Quality, ha¬ 
ving utter’d this Latin Sentence [ Non ejl 
ijla Pas, fed Pattio Servitutis ] which in 

A a 4 Englijb 
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Englifb is thus £ This is not the boncl of 
Peace but of Slavery ] was fain, as foon 
as the Senate was difmils’d, to fly into a 
neighbouring Church belonging to. the 
Chriftians, for fear of fuffering for the 
freedom, that he took in fo faying. 

When therefore Stilico had made the 
Peace with Alarichus after this manner, he 
prepared himfeif very earneftly for his 
Journey, to put his deftgns in execution. 
But the Emperour faid that he would go 
alio from Rome to Ravenna, to view and 
congratulate the Army, efpecially fince 
luch and lo great an Enemy was come in¬ 
to Italy: though he did not fay fo of his 
own inclination but was perfuaded to it 
by Serena. For file had a mind to have 
him live in a fccurer City, fo that if Ala¬ 
richus fliould break the Peace and invade 
Rome, he might not take the Emperour 
too: but lhe was the more zealous to 
prefervehim, fince her own fafety depend¬ 
ed upon his. But Stilico, being much a- 
gainft the Emperours going to Ravenna, 
contrived many Obstacles to hinder it. To 
which feeing the Emperour for all that 
would not give way, but was ftill intent 
upon his Journey , one Sarus, a Barbarian, 
and Captain of a Company of Barbarians 
at Ravenna, made a mutiny before the 
City at the inftigation of Stilico : not 
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that he really defign’d to put things into 
a coufufion, hut to frighten the Emperour 
out of his intention of coming to Raven¬ 
na. But feeing the Emperour perfifted in 
his refolution, Jufiinianus, an excellent 
Lawyer at Rome, whom Stilico made his 
Afliftant. and Counfellor , through the fa- 
gacity of his judgment, feemed to give a 
fhrew’d guefs at what the Defign was up¬ 
on which the Emperour took that Jour¬ 
ney ; and that the Soldiers who were in 
Ticinum, and difaffe&ed to Stilico (when 
the Emperour came thither) would reduce 
him into very dangerous circumftances. 
Wherefore he continually advifed him to 
perfuade thp Emperour out of his prefent 
intentions. But when he faw the Empe¬ 
rour would nor hearken to Stilico’sCoun- 
fel, he went away from him, left he 
through his familiarity with Stilico ihould 
have fuffer’d under the fame misfor¬ 
tune. 

But before this time there had been a 
report at Rome, that the Emperour Area- 
dins was dead, which was confirm’d after 
the Emperour Honorius went for Ravenna; 
and therefore feeing Stilico was at Ra¬ 
venna, whilft the Emperour was-at a City 
in /Emilia, called Bononia, fome feventy 
Miles ( as they call 'em [ in Latin, Septua- 
ginta Millarium fpatio ] he fent for Sti¬ 
lico 
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lico to chaftize the Soldiers who mutiny’d 
by the way among themfelves. Where¬ 
upon when Stilico had gather’d the muti¬ 
nous Soldiers together, and told ’em that 
the Emperour had not onely commanded 
him to correct ’em for it, but to make a 
Decumation or Tithing, among ’em, and 
punilh ail the moft guilty with death [by 
picking out every tenth Man ] he put 'em 
into fuch a fright, that they all burft out 
‘ into tears, and defiring him to take pity 
on them, made him promife them the 
£mperour’s Pardon. And when the Em¬ 
perour had performed what he had pro¬ 
mis’d they appiy’d themfelves to publick 
bufinefs. For Stilico was deftcous to go 
into the Eaft, or manage Affairs for Theo- 
dejius (Son to Arcadius ) who was very 
young and wanted a Governour. And 
UoHorius himfelf alfo was a thinking to 
go the fame Journey, with a defign to 
fecure that young Emperour’s Domini¬ 
ons, But Stilico, being difgufted upon 
that account, and Ihewing him by com¬ 
putation what a vaft Sum of Money it 
would coll him to defray fuch an expe¬ 
dition, deterred the Emperour from that 
enterprife. But he told him likewife that 
Conjlantine s Rebellion would not permit 
him to go fo far off' as not to take care 
of Italy and Rome it fcjf, fmee that U- 

furper 
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furper Coqftaytiye had oyer-ran all GaHja 
and lived then at Orleance . Nay mpre, 
that, though what he had faid was enough 
to deferye the Emperour’s care and Pre¬ 
fence, Ahrkhus alfp was acoming with 
fuch a vaft Army of Barbarian^; who as 
he was a Barbarian and a faithlefs Fel¬ 
low, fo when he found Italy deftitutc of 
all afliftance, would certainly invade it. 
Wherefore he thought it the heft poynfel, 
and moft conducing to publick good, foe 
dlarichus to undertake the Expedition a- 
gainft that Rebel Confiaytine, along with 
part of his Barbadians , fomq Roman Le¬ 
gions and their Officers, who fliould be 
fharers with him in the War; and then, 
for Stilico himfelf to go into the Eaft, if 
the Emperour commanded it, and would 
give him inftru£Hons what to do there. 

The Emperour, who thought that Sti¬ 
lico faid nothing but what was right, gave 
him Letters both to the Emperour of the 
Eaft and to Akrichus, and fo departed 
from Renonia. But Stilico flay’d there* 
and went neither into the Eaft, nor did 
any thing elfe that was defign’d. Nay he 
did not lb much as fend over any of thole 
Soldiers, that were in Tkimm , to Rave>t- 
ya, or any other place, left they Ihpuld 
meet tire Emperour by the way and fet him 
upon doing fomeining to his prejudice. 



tleGgn, acquainted Honorius , 
that Stiiico e^kavour’d to get 
the Empire into his own hands, 
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But Stiiico being in thefe circumftances, 
though he wer£ confcious of no ill inten¬ 
tion either againft the Em- 
* when stiiic» did wh»t he peror or Soldiers, one * 0- 

Confufion, as Soxamen fays, 4 . 9. ty"pttts , Who WdS bom 

c 4. otympius, difeover'rag his near the Euxine Sea, and 

a greac Officer in che Courc 

thcEmpire into his own hands, GlldrciS, COflCCallflg 3 . great 
and make his Son Eitchems ^ ea [ Q f vvickednefs in his 
his Partner in it, who was n» , „ . , , ,. r . r r 

doubt a Gentile and an Enemy heart under the difguife of 

to the chri'iuits. And there- Chriftian Religion , and 

b=ing “fed to^have fre 
lours by Zijimus, with whom quent Difcourles with the 
it is equivoient to all other L m perour upon the ac- 
Cnmes, mttrly to be a Con- r r 1 • j 1 

ju tn> count or his pretended 

modefty and good carriage, 
fa id many a Jlabbing word ( to ipeak Poe¬ 
tically) againft Stiiico, and that he defi- 
red co go into the Eaft for no other reafon 
but to get an opportunity of removing 
young Tkeodofuts, and putting the Empire 
into the hands of his own Son, Eucherius. 
And thefe things he told the Emperour as 
they travelled along, having a good occa- 
fion then to do it. But when the Em¬ 


it is equivoient to all other 
Crimes, marly to bt a Cbri- 
Jltirt* 


perour was at Ticinum , Otympius , ufing to 
vifit the fick Soldiers (which was the ve¬ 
ry Mafterpiece of all his hypocritical vir¬ 
tue) he difperfed fuch incantations [or 
falie infmuating Stories ] among, them too. 
But when the Emperor had been four days 
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at Ticinum, all the Soldiers being call’d to¬ 
gether into the Court, the Emperour ap¬ 
pear’d before ’em,, and encouraged ’em to 
a War again!!; the Rebel, Conftantine. And 
feeing no body was moved at any thing 
concerning Stiiico, Otympius was obferved 
to nod toward the Soldiers, as if he would 
liave put them in mind of what he had 
faid to ’em in private. At which they 
were almoft mad, and kill’d Limenius, 
who was Prefect of the Court in the Na¬ 
tions beyond the Alps, and with him one 
Chariobaudes, who was General of the Le¬ 
gions in thofe parts. For thefe two had 
by chance efcaped the Tyrants hands and 
w ere come to the Emperour at Ticinum, 
But beftdes thefe two there were (lain, 
Vincent ius and Salvias, the one General of 
the Horfe, and the other Commander of 
the Domeftick Forces. But feeing the Tu¬ 
mult encrealed, the Emperour retired into 
the Palace, and fome of che JVfagiftates e- 
fcaped, and then the Soldiers difperfing 
themfelves about the City, kill’d as many 
of the Magiftrates as they could , pulling 
them out of che Houfes into which they 
had fled: and plunder’d all the Town: 
Infomuch that when theDifeale was pad 
all cure, the Emperour put on a fhorr Coat, 
without either his long Robe or his Dia¬ 
dem; 
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dem; and coming forth into the midft of 
the City, had very much ado to reftrain 
and curb the fury of the People. For 
thofe Magiftrates alfo, who Were taken 
even after their flight, were cut off; as 
Ntemorius, Mailer of the Court-bands, and 
Petr omits, the Treafureir and Stewart of the 
Emperor’s private Patrimony; befides Sal¬ 
vias, whole Office it was to declare what 
the Emperour thought fit to do [ upon 
any occafion ] and was called Quteftor e- 
ver fince the time of Conjlantine. Nor 
could this Man efcape Death, though he 
embraced and hugg’d the EmperoUt’s feet. 
But the Tumult continuing till late at 
Night, and the Emperour fearing left any 
thing fhould be committed againft his 
own Perfon alfo, (for which reafbn he 
withdrew) they happening to find Loa- 
ginianus, who was Prefect of the Court in 
Italy, kill’d him. Now all thefe Magiftrates 
were (lain by the mad Soldiers: but there 
periffi’d of promifeuous people alfo fo great 
a number as cannot eafily be computed. 

When this news came to Stilico, who 
was then at Bononia, a City of /Emilia 
(as I told you ) it troubled him extream- 
ly. And therefore calling together all the 
Commanders of liis .Confederate Barba¬ 
rians who Were with him, he propofed a 

Conful* 


BookV. of Count ZOSIMUS. 

Confutation concerning what was mofl; 
fit to be done. And there it was agreed! 
by common confcnt, that if the Emperour 
were Haiti (which was yet doubtful) all 
the Confederate Barbarians at one time 
fhould joyn together and fall upon the 
Roman Soldiers, and by that means make 
all others more modeft and civil. But 
if the Emperour appear’d to be fafe, though 
the Magiftrates were taken offj that then 
the Authors of the Tumult fhould be 
brought to condign punilhmenr. And 
this was the refuk of that Confultati- 
on into which Stilico enter’d with his 
Barbarians. But when they knew chat 
there was no indignity offer’d to the Empe¬ 
rour s Perfon, Stilico refolv’d to proceed 
no farther in punifhing or correcting of 
the Soldiers, but to return to Ravenna. 
For he confider’d both the number of the 
Soldiers, and faw like wife that the Empe¬ 
rour was not ftedfaftly his Friend ; not 
did he think it either honeft or fafe to 
fet Barbarians updn the Roman Army. 

Now therefore Stilico being very an¬ 
xious about thefe things, the Barbarians 
that were about him were very defirouS 
to make their former refolutions valid, and 
therefore endeavour’d toperfuadehim from 
thofe things that he afterwards thought 
fit to be done. But being not able to 

perfuade 
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pecfuade him, all the reft determined to 
ftay in fome place or other till they were 
better inform’d what the Emperour’s Opi¬ 
nion was of Stilico ; cnely Sartis, who ex- 
cell’d all the other Confederates in ftrength 
and dignity, together with thofe Barba¬ 
rians that were under him, having kill’d 
all the Hunns that were Stilico s Life¬ 
guard (whilft they were afleep ) and ta¬ 
ken all his Carriages that follow’d him, 
went into his Tent, in which he flay’d to 
expert what would be the iflue [ of fuch 
actions.] Whereupon Stilico feeing his 
Barbarians fell out among one another, 
went away to Ravenna, and engaged the 
Cities, in which there were any Women 
or Children belonging to the Barbarians , 
to receive ne’r a Soul of the Barbarians, 
if they came.to ’em [ for fhelter. 3 But 
in the mean time Olympias being now 
grown Mafterof the King’s Will, fent the 
Imperial Letters to the Soldiers at Raven¬ 
na, to command ’em prefently to appre¬ 
hend Stilico and keep him in Prifon with¬ 
out Fetters . Which when Stilico heard of, 
he got into a Church of the Chriftians 
which was near, whilft it was yet Night ; 
and his Barbarians , as alfo his other fami¬ 
liars, who, with his Servants were all arm’d, 
feeing that, expedted what would follow. 
And when it was Day, the Soldiers go- 
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ing into the Church and fwearing before 
the Bilhop, that they were commanded by 
the Emperour not to kill him, but onely 
to keep him in cuftody. But when he 
was got out of the Church and in the 
Soldiers cuftody, there were other Let¬ 
ters deliver'd by him that brought the 
former, wherein the penalty of Death was 
inflidled upon Stilico for his offences a- 
gainft the Commonwealth ; infomuch that 
whilft Eacherius his Son fled away at this 
iundlure toward Rome, Stilico was led to 
execution. But when the Barbarians a- 
bout him, with his Savants and other 
Friends or Relations (or whom there were 
a vaft number) were prepared and re- 
folv’d to refeue him frern the blow , Sti- 
Iko deterred ’em from the enterprife with 
all fearful menaces imaginable, and in a 
manner fubmitted his Neck to the Sword, 
being the rnoft medeft and jufteft Per foil 
of aimoft ail thofe that were Men of great 
Authority,in his time.. For though he mar- 
ried Theorlofins the elder Brother’s Daugh¬ 
ter [ or Thcoriojius the elder’s Neece by his 
Brother’s fide] and was entrufted with 
both the Empires of his two Sons, yea'y 
had been a Commander twenty tlir*e 
years, yet he never appear'd to make mi¬ 
litary Officers for Mony, or to convert thi 
Soldiers allowance ro Iris own ulc. And 
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being the Father of one Son oneiy he pro- 
poleu a dignity, or preferment to him, 
which was to be Tribune of the Notaries 
(as they call that Officer) and limited 
lnm that he Ihould never defire or feek 
aiter any other Power or Authority. Now 
therefore that fludious Men or Aftrolo- 
gers may not be ignorant when he di¬ 
ed, it was under the Confullliip of Baf- 
Jus and Pbilippus, in which alfo the Em- 
perour Arcadius fubtr dted to Fate, upon 
the 2id of Augufl. 

When Stilico was dead, all the Affairs 
of the Court were managed by Olympias, 
according to his own will' and plealure; 
and Olympics too had the Office of Magi- 
j'ter, i. e. Matter cf the Court, whilft the 
Emperour diftributed the reft to thofe 
whom Oh tv pi us thought fit to recommend. 
But in the mean while not oneiy all his 
Friends, but even all others that had any 
kindneisfor Stilico were fought out,’ and 
of that number Deuterius who was Cap¬ 
tain of the Guard of the Imperial Bed- 
Chamber was called in queftion, as alfo 
Petrus, Tribune of the Company of No¬ 
taries : and when they had been put to 
the publick Torture, to make ’em con. 
fel's lomething concerning Stilico, yet, they 
having nothing to fay either againft him 
cr themfelvcs either, Olympius failed of 
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his defire, but caufed them to be drubb’d 
to Death with Cudgels. And though 
many others that were fufpe&ed to be 
Stilico' s Friends and confctous of his Dc- 
figns, were call’d to queftion and put to 
the Torture, to make 'em confefs whether 
they knew of his Ambition to be Empe¬ 
rour, yet feeing ne’r a man of ’em would 
fay any fuch thing, the curious enquirers 
into fuch matters defifted from their cn- 
terprife. But in the mean time Honorius 
the Emperour commanded his Wife Ther- 
mantia to be taken from the Imperial 
Throne and reftored co her Mother, who 
for all that was not at all fufpicacicus: 
and order’d Eucberius, Stilico' s Son, to be 
fearch’d for and put to death. Whom 
when they had found in a Church at 
Rome , into which he had fled, they let 
him alone out of refpeft to the place. 
Whilft at the fame time and in the fame 
City of Rome one Heliocrates, who was 
the Treafurer, produced the Empcrour’s 
Letter, commanding that all who had 
born any Office in the time of Stilico , 
fhould be confifeated, a id thereby was 
totally imploy’d in gathering Mony into 
the Treafury. But as ii thele things were 
not enough to latisfie that evil Genius 
that captivated mankind in Chains of 
Wickednefs and confounded all things 

B b z by 
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by a neglctt of holy Rices, there was an 
addition made to all their iormer misfor¬ 
tunes, which was thus: 

The Soldiers that were in the City, 
when they heard of Stilicds death , ieli 
upon all the Women and Children, that 
were in the City, belonging to the Barba¬ 
rians : and having, as it were by a Signal, 
deltroy’d ’em every Soul, they plunder’d 
’em ol all they had. Which when the 
Relations of thole that were (lain came to 
hear, they met together from all quar¬ 
ters; and being mightily incenfed at the 
Remans for Inch an impious breach ot their 
words which they had palled in the pre- 
i'encc of the Gods, they all refolv’d to joyn 
thcmfelvcs to Alarichus , and be his aflift- 
ants in the War againlt Rome. Where¬ 
upon having mutter’d up fomething more 
than thirty thoufand Men, they Rendez- 
vouz’d w here they plcafed. But Alari- 
chus was not fufficiently excited even by 
thefe Men to undertake a War, but Hill 
preferr’d Peace, remembring the Leagua 
which he made with Stilico. He therefore 
lent Embafladours and defired to purchafe 
a Peace, though with a fmall fum of Mo¬ 
ney, as likewife to have AEtius and Ja- 
foHy the former. Son to Jovins, and the 
latter, to G undent ins, lor Holtages: and 
therewithal told cm, that he would fend 

them 
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them two under the like circumflanccs 
out of his Nobility, and having made peace 
upon fuch terms would lead his Army 
our of Noricum into Pannumaj But Ala¬ 
richus demanding Peace upon thele con¬ 
ditions, the Emperour refus’d him his Re¬ 
quell, although he mull have of necellity 
done one thing or other of two that were 
before him, if he would have difpofed of his 
Affairs the right way. For he mult either 
have deferr’d che War, and procured a 
Peace for feme fmall fum, or if he would 
rather fight, he ought to have multer’d 
up all the Legions that he could, and no- 
Red them in the Enemies way to obltrucb 
the Barbarians from coming any further 
on. Beftdes which, he ihould have cho- 
fen a fit Man to lead ’em and made Saras 
General of the War, who in his own per- 
fon was fufficient to llrikc a ter tour into 
the Enemies, upon the account both of 
his courage and his experience in Warlike 
Affairs, and had alfo a number of B.vla- 
rians under him enough to make a good 
defence. But he, on the contrary, nei¬ 
ther embracing the offers of Peace, nor 
making Sarus his Friend, nor muttering 
up the Roman Army, but placing all his 
hopes in the defires and willies of Olym¬ 
pias, was rhe caufe of fo many calami- 
B b 3 * tics 
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ties to the Commonwealth. For he made 
fuch Men Commanders as were contem¬ 
ptible in the efteem of the Enemy ; to 
wit, Turpilio, whom he made General of 
the Horle, Varanes of the Foot, llgilan- 
tius of the Domefticks, and fo of all o- 
ther things accordingly. Upon which ac¬ 
count all Men defpaired and feemed to 
have the utter ruin of Italy even then be¬ 
fore their Eyes. 

Now feeing thefe things were thus or¬ 
der’d, Alaricbus began his expedition a- 
gainft Rome, and laugh’d at the preparations 
made by Honor ius. And becaufe he would 
not go about fuch a weighty bufinefs with 
onely equal but rather far greater Forces 
than his Enemy, he lent for his Wifes 
Brother, called Ataulphus , out of the up¬ 
per Fannonia, to be his Partner in the 
Ad ion, as having a very confiderable num¬ 
ber of Gottbs and Hunns to bring along 
with him. Yet neverthelefs he did not 
flay for his Brother-in law’s coming, but 
marching forward in hafle, palled by A- 
quileia and all the other Cities in order 
that lie beyond the River Po , I mean ■ 
Concordia, Altinum , and Cremona. And 
when he had crol’s d the River, being as 
it were at fome Feftival, and having no 
Enemy to flop him, he came into a cer¬ 
tain i 
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tain Caftle of Bononia, which they call 
Oecubaria. From whence palling by ail 
ABmilia, and leaving Ravenna behind him 
lie came to Ariminum, a great City of Fla- 
■mn-ia. But moving by that alfo with 
i: eed, as he did by all the reft that were 
in that Province, he came into Picenum, 
which is a Nation lying in the extremity 
of the Ionian Bay. And from thence 
marching towards Rome, he fuck’d all the 
Caftles and Towns that were in his way; 
infomuch chat if ArJ'acm and Tarentiuj, 
the two Eunuchs, had not made hafteand 
fo prevented the coming of the Barbari¬ 
ans into thefe parts as to bring Eucherius, 
Stilico’s Son, before that time to Rome, 
to die according to the Emperour’s Order, 
and executed what the Emperour command¬ 
ed, the Youth had certainly fallen into the 
hands of Alarichus and been fayed. But 
the Eunuchs having fulfilled what was en¬ 
joy n’d ’em upon that fcore, and deliver’d 
Tbermantia , Honorius's Wife, to her Mo¬ 
ther, they took fhipping and went over 
to the Emperour in Gallia Celtics, where 
he then l ; ved, becaufethey could not go 
unto him the fame way they came. Now 
upon this account the Emperour thinking 
he fhould do good fervice to the Com¬ 
monwealth, if he rewarded thefe two Eu¬ 
nuchs for their great exploits in refto- 

B b 4 ring 
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ring Themantia to her Mother , and kil¬ 
ling Eucberius, he made Tarentius Impe¬ 
rial Chamberlain, and gave Arfacius the 
next Place under him. Then having ta¬ 
ken oft’ Bathanarius, who was Mailer of 
the Soldiers [ mil turn iVagiJler, General] 
in the greater Lilya, and Husband to Sti- 
Beds, Sliter, he gave that Command to 
Haw: Li anus who was the Man that kill’d 
Stilico, and receiv’d his Honour as the re¬ 
ward of that Action. 

But when Alar kbits was near Rome, 
befieging thole within, the Senate fufpedt- 
cd Serena ior bringing the Barbarians a- 
gain It their City. And therefore both the 
w hole Senate and Tlacuha, who was the 
Emperour’s own Siller by the Mothers 
fide thought fit that Ihc ihould die for ic, 
as being the caufe of all the prefent mif- 
chief. I or Alaricbus , faki they, when Se¬ 
rena is removed, will draw otf from the 
City, becaufe there will be no body left 
from whom lie can hope to have the City 
betray’d into his hands. But this liiipi- 
cion was really ialfe; for Serena never 
thought or any fuch thing. However lhe 
luffer’d juftly for her impieties toward 
the Gods, as I am now agoing to tell 
you. When Theodoras the Elder, having 
defeated the Rebel Eugenius , came to 
Rime, and created in all people a Con- 

tempt 
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tempt or negled of divine Worihip, de- 
nying to defray the charge of holy things 
out of the publick Stock, the Priefts of 
both Sexes were turn’d our and banilh’d, 
and the Temples bereft of all their Sacri¬ 
fices. Whereupon Serena, fcofring at’em, 
would needs fee the Temple dedicated to 
the Mother of the Gods. In which when 
Hie faw certain [ Bracelets and ] attire a- 
bout the neck of Rheas Statue, fuitable to 
the divine Worihip which was paid to 
her, She cook ic off of the Statue and put 
it about her own Neck. And when a cer¬ 
tain old Maid, that was the onely perfon 
left of all the Veftal Virgins, upbraided 
her with fuch a wicked Aftion even to 
her Teeth, lhe not onely gave her very ill 
Language, but commanded her Attendants 
to carry or drive her away. But notwith- 
flanding, the old Woman, as lhe was go¬ 
ing from the place, pray’d that whatso¬ 
ever was due ro fuch impiety, might fall 
upon Serena, her Husband and Children. 
But Serena took no notice of what fhc 
Rid, and went ouc of the Temple well 
jj Pleas’d with the Attire that fhe had got- 
s ten; though afterward there often ap¬ 
pear’d to her fomething not onely fanta- 
llick, in a Dream, but real, wiien flic 
was awake, which did foretel her Death. 
But others too, befides her, faw the like 

things: 


s 
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things: and fo far did that juft; Venge¬ 
ance, which ufes to puniih the wicked, 
difcharge its duty, that though Serena 
knew what would happen, Ihe took no 
care of her l'elf, but iubmitted that Neck 

about which ihe had 


* What Death Serene died I cannot 
learn from thofe Authors that 1 hare by 
me. But I fhould wonder, if Zofimus did 
not refer fucli accidents to thefe to a 
contempt of the Gods, for there it no fitter 
defense for filfg worship thin rohat is deri¬ 
ved from Tables. But it is indeed credible 
that Serena hang’d her feif, though up¬ 
on far different occafions, as, the fru- 
ftration of her ambitious hopes , and the un • 
expefted divorce of her Daughter , who be¬ 
ing now fenc home again, Serena had no 
hopes left of being an Emperefs, nor 
any reafon to cberifh her exalted 
thoughts. He likewife in the fame 
Comma or paragraph tells you fuel) an 
other Story of Stilico, though we may 
cafily demonftrate the caufe of his 
Death. For he had rais’d the Altmans % 
Suntans, Vandals , and Burgundians to 
extort the Empire from his Son-in-law 
to his Son. For he is noted with this 
Character in Paul, Disc, l. i$. Hcgare 
the blood of all mankind to purchafe a 
Purple Garment for one Boy. 


put the Goddeiles 
Attire, even to * an 
Halter. It is like¬ 
wife faid, that Sti- 
lico, for another im¬ 
piety not much un¬ 
like this of Serena, 
did not efcape the 
fecret hand of Ven¬ 
geance. For he al¬ 
io is faid to have 
commanded the 
Doors of the Capi - 
toL at Rome, that 
were cover’d with 
a great quantity of 
of Gold, to be un- 
cafed;and that thofe 


who were employ’d 
in that Affair, found upon fome part of 
the Doors, this Infcription, [Thefe things'] 
are kept for a wretched Prince. And fo it 
prov’d , even as the Infcription foretold, 
i'ot he died mod wretchedly and mod mi- 
ferably too. 


Yet 
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Yet notwithftanding Serenas death did 
not remove Alarichus from the Siege, but 
he block’d up the Gates ail round, and 
having poffels’d himfelf cf the River Ti¬ 
ber, obftrufted the fupply of neccffuries 
from the Port to the City. Which when 
the Romans faw, they rciolv’d yet dill to 
perlevere, becaufe they expefted almod 
every day to have Auxiliaries fent ’em 
from Ravenna. But when they found no 
body came, and that they were dilap- 
pointed of their hopes, they thought good 
to retrench the meal'ure of the allowance 
of Corn £ or other proviffons] and to or¬ 
der that there Ihould not he drefs’d [or 
prepared for eating] above one half of 
what was formerly tor each day; and af¬ 
terward, when their fcarcity encrcafed up¬ 
on them, a third part onely. And feeing 
there was no remedy for their Relief, but 
that all their Belly timber [Succours of 
the Belly, -raTM jocpl jSs/iBgv^p,] was (pent, 
a Plague, as was probable ic would, lac- 
cecded their famine, and all places were 
full of dead bodies. And becaufe the dead 
could not be buried without the City (for 
the Enemies kept all the Paffes or Ave¬ 
nues ) the City was their Sepulchre. So 
that it was like to be dilpeopled upon a- 
nother account, and, though there had 
been no want of Viftuals, yet the very 

flench 
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flench arifmg from the dead bodies was 
enough to infedfc and corrupt their bodies. 
But Lata, Wife to Grattan, who had 
been fometime Emperour, and her Mo¬ 
ther Piffamena fupply'd a great many with 
neceflary food for fome time. For, fince 
. the Treafury allowed them the Provifions 
of an Imperial Table, through the gene- 
rofity of Theodofius who gave ’em that 
priviledg, a great many receiv’d the kind- 
nefs of thole two Women, and from their 
Houfe got that which fortified ’em againft 
a Famine. But the malady was come to 
that extremity, as that they were in dan¬ 
ger to eat one another, they try’d all 
ways which are abominable in the eyes 
of mankind, and then refolv’d to fend an 
Embafly to the Enemy, and acquaint 
them, that they were ready to accept of 
any reafbnable conditions of Peace, and at 
the fame time more ready for War, fince 
the Roman People had taken up Arms, and 
through their continual exercife in Mili¬ 
tary Affairs were grown very much incli¬ 
nable to fight. Now Bafilius being cho- 
fen their Embafiador, who was a Spaniard, 
and Governour of a Province, Johannes 
went out along with him ( who was the 
chief of the ImpcriabNotaries, called Tri¬ 
bunes ) becaufc he was acquainted with A- 
lark his, and [might be] a means to re¬ 
concile 
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concile them. For the Romans did not 
certainly know, whether Alarichtts him- 
felf were come thither or no, or whether 
it were he that befieged Rome. For they 
were cheated with a former Report that 
it was another Perfon who had been Stk 
lico's Friend, and brought him to the 
City. 

When therefore the Embafladors came 
to him, they were afhamed of that igno¬ 
rance in which the Romans had been f® 
long kept, but deliver’d the Senates Mef- 
fage. Which when Alarichtts heard, and 
that the people having been ufed to Arms 
were ready for a War; Thethickeftgrafs, 
fays he, is wore eafily cut than the thin - 
nejl: and having fo laid, he laugh’d at 
the Embafladors rnoft exceflively. But 
when they came to talk of Peace, he 
ufed fuch expreffions as were beyond all 
barbarous Arrogance, or infolence. For 
he faid. He would not relinquifh the Siege 
upon any other Condition, than that he 
fhould have all the Gold and Silver in 
the City, together with all the Houihold 
goods in it, befides che Barbarian Slaves. 
Whereupon when one of the Embafladors 
faid, If you take all thefe things, what 
will you leave for the Citizens ? He re- 
ply’d. Their Souls. So when die Embaf- 
fadors had received this Anfwer, they de« 

fired 
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fired time to communicate it to the Ci¬ 
tizens and advife with them what was 
to be done. Which leave having ob¬ 
tain’d, they related alt the Difcourfe that 
had palsd in that EmbafTy. Whereupon 
the Romans being perliuded that it was 
really Alarichus who fought againft ’em, 
and defpairing of all things that conduce 
to humane flrength, they call’d to mind 
that help which'" the City had formerly 
found in inlurrections; and that they, by 
tranigrelling their ancient Ceremonies were 
left deftitute of it. 

But whilll they were confidering of 
tiiele things, Poropsiaaus the Prefect of 
the City, litt by chance upon fome Men, 
chat came out of Tufcauy to Rome , and 
fold, That a certain Town, called Neve/a, 
had freed it ielf from imminent dangers, 
inafmuch as it had beaten of? the Barba¬ 
rians, who belet it, by Thunder and 
Lightning which was caus’d through their 
Devotion to the Gods in the ancient man¬ 
ner of Worlhip. And therefore when he 
had diicourfed with thefe Men, he did 
what he well could do out of the Books 
belonging to the Chief Priejl; or Pontif.ss. 
But when he remember’d what Opinion 
was then prevalent, he refolv’d to go a- 
bout his bufinel's with more fecurity, and 
propefed the whole matter to the Biihop^ 

of 
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of the City, whofe Name was Innocen- 
tius. And he truly preferring the fafety 
of the City before his own Opinion, per¬ 
mitted ’em privately to do whatever they 
knew how to do. But they pretending 
that what they could do would do no 
good unlefs the publick and ufual Sacri¬ 
fices were perform’d, the Senate went up 
into the Capitol, and there, as alfo in the 
feveral Markets of the City, did all that 
was to be perform’d ; but no body da¬ 
ring to communicate in their Religious, 
ancient Worlhip, they difmifs’d thofe Men 
who came out of Tbufcany, and apply’d 
themfelves to reconcile the Barbarian as 
well as they could. To which end they a- 
gain fent Embafladours; and after they had 
made long Speeches on both fldes, they 
agreed that the City lhould give five thou¬ 
sand pound of Gold, and thirty thouland 
of Silver, with four thoufand Silk Coats, 
three thoufand Fleeces or Fells of a Scarlet 
die, and three thoufand pounds of Pepper. 
But becaufe the City had no publick 
Stock, there was a neceflity for thofe Se¬ 
nators who had Eftates, to undertake the 
colle&ion of it by way of AHefsment. 
Now Palladius being impower’d to rate 
every one according to his Eflate, but not 
able to make up the whole fum cut of 
all, either upon the account that feme 
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concealed part of their goods, or becaufe 
the City was other wife impovcrifh’d 
through the continual covetoufnefs and 
exaftions of the Emperours Magiflrates; 
that wicked Dsmon or Genius, who at that 
time prefided over mankind, and flirr'd 
up the Perfons employ’d in this Affair to 
the higheft pitch of all wickednefs. For 
they refolv’d to fupply what was want¬ 
ing, out of the Attire that was about the 
Statues [of the Gods]: which was in ef¬ 
fect no other, than to render thole Images 
(that had been fet up, and dedicated to holy 
Rites and Ceremonies, and were adorn’d 
with decent Attire, for that they had kept 
the City in perpetual happinefs) when 
that ceremonious Worfhip fhould be in 
any degree diminifhed ) inanimate and in¬ 
efficacious. And becaufc all things mull 
then needs confpire to ruin the City, they 
not onely robb’d the Statues of their Or¬ 
naments , but alfo melted fome of ’em 
down that were made of Gold and Silver ■: 
among which was that of Fortitude, or 
Valour , which the Romans call, Virtus . 
Which being deflroy’d, all the Roman Va¬ 
lour and Courage that remained, was 
quite extinguilli d; according to that which 
Men who were converfant about holy Rites 
and ancient Ceremonies from that time 
foretold. 


Now 
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Now the Money being raifed in this 
manner, they thought fit to fetid an Em- 
bafly to the Emperour, to confer with 
him about the enfuing Peace [ and to 
inform him ) that Alarichus did not re¬ 
quire Money onely, but, certain Noble¬ 
mens iSbns likewife for Hoftages: upon 
which Condition alfo fie would not onely 
make a Peace, but enter into an Alliance 
with the Emperour and a (Tift the Ro¬ 
mans againft all thofe who had a mind 
to oppofe ’em. Whereupon the Empe¬ 
rour refolving to conclude the Peace, 
the Money was paid to the Barbarians. 
Which being done, Ahrichus gave the 
Citizens the Freedom of a Market for 
three days together, and leave to go fe- 
curely out at certain Gates of the City, 
as alfo to bring up their Corn from the 
Port. By which means when the Citi¬ 
zens had taken breath again, by felling 
all the remaining part of their goods, or 
exchanging one thing for another, to 
buy them necelfaries, the Barbarians, de¬ 
parted from Rome , and pitch’d their 
Camp in certain places about Tu/cany. 
And then almofl all the Slaves thac were 
in Rome, flying daily out of the City en¬ 
rolled themfelves among the Barbarians. 
to die number of forty thoufand. But 

C c fomc 
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feme pf the Barbarians whp were ftrag- 
ling up and down attaqued the Romans 
as they were going down to the Port, 
and bringing up their provisions, Which 
when Alarichus uoderftood, he, ufed hi?, 
utmoft endeavour to hinder fqch pro¬ 
ceedings, as being dene without his 
knowledg or confent. Arid how they 
feemed to have fame fmail refpit from 
their misfortunes. Whilft the EmpepQHE 
Honorius at Ravenna \va$ juft entring 
upon the Confulfhip, having had that 
Honour eight times, and the Empcrour 
Theodofius, in the Raft, three, times. Ac 
which juncture the Rebel Conftantiye lent 
Eunuchs to Hor.orius , to beg V s par¬ 
don for having receiv’d the Empire. For 
he did not take it of his own, choice, 
but by compulfion from the Soldiers. 
Which Petition of his when, the Empe- 
rour heard, and faw it was not eafy for 
him, fince Alarichus and his Barbarians 
were fo near, to prepare for other Wars; 
befides the care that he took of his 
Kinfmen who were in the P^ebels cufto- 
dy ( as, Verenianus and Didymias , by 
name ) he not oncly granted their Re- 
queft; but fent him alfb an Imperial 
Robe. But indeed his care for his Kinf¬ 
men was all in vain and fr ultra re, they 

\ > ■ i * 
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being kill’d before this Embafly. When 
therefore he had fo done, he fent the 
Eunuchs home. 


But the Peace with Alarkhus being 
not yet confirm’d, becaufe the Emperou? 
had neither given him the Hoftages, not 
fulfill’d all liis defines, there' were Em- 


bafladours fent from die Senate to Ra* 
v&tina, f whole names vvere'3 €ecilianus f 
Attains , and Masimianus. Who though 
they lamented • the fad misfortune? 
that had befallen Rome , and tragically 
de fed bed the multitude of them that 
perifli’d there yet they gained no- 
thing by it, by reafon that Olympics 
confounded all Affairs and put a flop to 
thofe things that feemed to go in their 
due courfe. Upon wliich account the 
Emperou r difmifllng the- Embaffadours 
without their Errand for which they came, 
he turn’d out Theodor us from being Pre¬ 
fer of the City and gave j the pldce to 
Ceciciliams , commanding that Attains 
-mould be Treafurer. Bur .feeing Olym- 
fius made it his whole bufinefsto fearch 
•in all places for thofe chat were report¬ 
ed to know any thing of Stilicds Af- 
■rairs, -there were -feveral Perfbns call’d 
in queftion upon that falfe Accufation, as 
Marcellianus and Salonius, two Brothers, 
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belonging to the Regiment of the Impe¬ 
rial Notaries. And thefe. two did Olym¬ 
pus deliver to the Prefect of the Court} 
by vvhofe Order though their bodies were 
beaten or drubb’d with all forts of fe- 
verities in ; that kind, yet they difeover'd 
no tittle of what Olympus would fain have 
known. 

Now the Affairs of Rome being in no 
better a condition than before, the Em- 
percur thought fit to fend for five Re¬ 
giments of Soldiers out of Dalmatia from 
their own Quarters there, to guard the 
City of Rome. Which Regimenrs were 
made up of fix thoufand Men, who for 
carriage and ftrength were the chief of 
all the Roman Army;: -and .their Gene¬ 
ral's Name was Valens , a Perfon .ready 
to attempt the greateft and, moft hazar¬ 
dous enterprile. He therefore would 
not leem fo much a Coward as to go that 
way which the Enemy did not guard} 
fo that Alarichus expecting till he came 
by and falling upon hint with his whole 
Army, fubdu’d all thofc that were with 
him, excepting oiily an hundred that with 
much ado efcaped, together, with their 
Commander. For he arrived fafo .at 
Rome, along with A f talus, jphq was-font 
by the Senate to the Emperour. Rut 

feeing 
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feeing more mifehiefs were Rill added 
to the prefent ones, this Attains when 
he came to Rome, turn’d Heliocrates' 
out of his Office, which the Emperour 
had given him by the perfuafions of Olym 
pi us. For Heliocrates was employ’d to 
learch into the Eftates of them chit were' 
banilh’d upon the account of their Ac¬ 
quaintance or Relation to Stilico , and 
return ’em into the Treafury. But he 
being a moderate, good-natur’d Man, 
look’d upon it as an impiety to infult 
upon the unfortunate; and therefore did 
not make any drift enquiry into things, 
but on the contrary feat many of the 
Parties notice by a private Mellenger to 
hide what they could, inlbniuch that 
being reckon’d a vile Fellow upon 
this fcore, he was brought to Raven¬ 
na , to fuller for his humanity toward 
thofe Men that were under fuch misfor¬ 
tunes. And he had certainly died for 
it, through the cruelty that then ob- 
tein’d, if he had not got into a Church 
belonging to the Chriftians. But Maxi¬ 
williams who fell into the hands of the 
Enemy, was fold to his Father Mar'mia- 
kus for thirty thoufand pieces of Gold. 
For fince the Emperour deferr’d the 
Peace, and did not fulfill or perform 
C c 3 whac 
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what was agreed upon> the Romans could, 
not any longer pafs freely out of the 
City. Wherefore the Senate fent Em- 
balfadours a fecond time to the Empe- 
rour about the. Peace, alorig With whom 
the Bifliop of Rome alio went. There 
were alfo fome Barbarians in cheir Re¬ 
tinue, lent by Alaricbus, to protect ’em 
from their Enemies who infefted the fe- 
veral Roads. 

But when thefe Embffladours were 
come to the Emperour, Ataulphas, whom 
Alaricbus lent tor ( as I told you be¬ 
fore) was come over the Alps, that 
lie as you go from Pannonia to Venice. 
Which when the Emperour heard, and 
that he had no great Army with him, 
he order’d all his Soldiers both Horfe 
and Foot, as many as were in the fe- 
veral Cities, to go with their own Of¬ 
ficers and meet him. But to Olympias, 
who was Captain of the Court-guards he 
gave the Hunns that were in Ravenna , 
to the number of three hundred. Who 

when they faw thole that came. - 

[ Here is a Chafm or Balk,] which may 
be lupply’d with thefe words [ were ar¬ 
rived"] at a City after the word [came] 
and then it runs thus. Who wen theyfavv 
thofe that came, were arrived at a City 

called 
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called Pifa , they made an attaque afid en¬ 
gaging with ’em, kill’d eleven hundred 
Gotths, arid return’d fafe to Ravenna With 
the lofs of Oneiy levetiteen Men. 

But the Eunuchs about the Court made 
liich informations to the Emperour a- 
gainft Olyrnpius, aS the caufe of all the 
ill accidents that had befallen the Com¬ 
monwealth , that they procur’d his re¬ 
moval out of his prelent Office. Where¬ 
upon he , fearing left he might fuller 
fome greater misfortune, fled away into 
Dalmatia ; whilft in the mean time the 
Emperour lent Attains, Pee left ot the 
City, to Rome, and being very felici¬ 
tous that nothing belonging to the Trea- 
fury lhould be conceal’d, lie fent Deme¬ 
trius alfo to aflift Attains, and make a 
diligent enquiry into the publick Stock. 

Atia when he had made many innovations 
as to the Magiftracy aud other matters 
alfo; turning out thole that were for¬ 
merly in great Authority and confer¬ 
ring their Offices upon others, he ap¬ 
pointed Generictus likewife to be Com¬ 
mander of all the Forces in Dalmatia , who 
Was already Captain General of all the reft 
that Were polled or engarrifon'd in the up¬ 
per Pannonia , Noricum and Rhtetia, even 
as far as the Alps. Now this Generic 
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dus though he \vere of a Barbarian ex- 
tradt, was, in his difpofition inclined to 
all forts of Virtues and the freeft from 
covetoufnefs of' any Man living. But 
wliilft he adhered to ancient Rites and 
could not endure to relinquifh the old 
way of worlhipping the Gods, there was 
a Law promulgated, that prohibited all 
who were not Chriftians from wearing 
a Girdle in the Court. Which Law be- 
ing eOablilh’d, Generidus who was a Mi¬ 
litary Officer at that time in Borne, laid 
down his Girdle and kept at home in 
his own Houfe. And when the Empe* 
rour requir’d him as being enrolled a- 
mong the Officers, to come to Court 
in his due courfe ; He reply’d, There 
was a Law that forbad him the life of 
a Girdle, or that any one at all lliould 
be reckon’d among the Officers who did 
not reverence theChriftian Religion. To 
which when the Emperour anfwer’d , 
That the Law [ he cited ] did indeed 
oblige all others, excepting him alone, 
who had undertaken fuch dangerous en- 
terptifes upon the fcore of the Common¬ 
wealth ; He made him this return, That 
he could not fuffer himfelf to accept of 
fuch an Honour that fcemed. to affront 
all the reft who upon the account of 
• • • •• - that 


Book V. of Couvt ZOS IMUS. 

that Law had been puc out of Commif- 
iion. Nor did he execute his Office , 
till the Emperour being forced borh by 
neceffity and thame together, had utter¬ 
ly abolifh’d the Law; and gave all peo- 
ple leave to enjoy their own Opinions in 
all Places or Offices whether they were Mi¬ 
litary or Civil. 

Now Generidus , _ having begun with 
this piece of Gallantry, imploy’d and in- 
ftrudted the Soldiers with continual la¬ 
bours and exercifes; diftributing Corn a- 
mong em, and fullering no body to take 
any thing of it away from them, as they 
were formerly ufed to do; bcfides that 
lie himfelf out of his piiblick Allowance, 
gave thole that took mofl pains conve¬ 
nient encouragement. Since therefore he 
appear’d fo great, lie was not oncly a 
Terrour to the adjacent Barbarians , but 
a lecurity alfb to ail thofe Nations which 
lie had under his care. But when the 
Solaiers mutinied at Ravenna, they took ^ 
pofleffion of the Port there, crying out 
in a rude manner, and demanding that 
tli£ Emperour would come before ’em. 
Bi|c he, for fear of the infurredtion, be- 
ing got into fome private place, one Jo- 
vius came out among ’em, who was the 
Prefect of the Court and honour’d with 

the 
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the Dignity Of a Patrician; and making 
as if he knew not the reafon why they 
mutinied ( although himfelf was faid to 
be the caiife of it, together with lllebi- 
chus, who Was Captain of the Domeftick 
Horfe) He ask’d them what ground 
they had to be fo violent ? But as foon 
as he heard the Soldiers fay, that by 
all means they muft have Turpitlio, and 
Vigilant ius the two Generals with Teren- 
tius the Imperial Chamberlain and Ar- 
facius, next to him in Dignity, deliver’d 
to ’em; the Emperour fearing left the 
Soldiers fhould revolt, condemn’d the 
two Generals to perpetual Exile : and 
they thereupon being put on board a 
Ship were kill’d by thofe that fhould 
have carry’d ’em [ to the place of Bl- 
nilhment. ] For fo indeed Jovius had 
commanded them to do; as fearing left 
if they ever came back again, ana dif- 
cover’d the intrigue that was laid againft 
’em, they might excite the Emperour to 
punilh him for it. But Teren tius was 
fent into the Eaft, whilft Arfacius was 
order’d to live at Millain. And when 
the Emperour had made Eufebius Cham¬ 
berlain in the room of Terentius, given 
Valens, Turptllid's Command, and ehofen 
Ellebichus Prefer inftead of Vigilantius, 
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he feemed in fome meafure to affwage the 
fury of the Soldiers. 

But Jovius , Who wa$ Prefect of thtt 
Court, having transferr’d all the Power 
of managing the Empertmr into his oWn 
lpinds, refolv’d to fend EmbalTadours to 
Aiarichus , to defire him to come eVen to Ra¬ 
venna, and [to tell him] chat there they 
Would conclude the Peace. Whereupon A- 
larichus being perlhaded by the Letters 
that he receiv’d both from the Emperour 
and Jovius too, and being come as far as 
Ariminum , thirty miles from Ravenna , 
Jovius made hafte thither alfo, is having 
been Aiarichus $ Friend ahd familiar Ac¬ 
quaintance in Epirus , to treat concern¬ 
ing the League. Now Aiarichus made 
thefe following Demands: That he would 
have fo much Gold every year* and fuch 
a quantity of Corn ; as likewife that he 
and the Barbarians that were with him 
might inhabit both the Venetiast Nori- 
ctu/n and Dalmatia. Which Demands of 
his when Jovius had written out in the 
prefence of Aiarichus, he lent Mm to the 
Emperour, with others Letters which he 
privately convey’d to him* to adVjfe 
him that he Would make Aiarichus Ge¬ 
neral of both his Armies; for that he 
might thereby induce him to remit fome'- 
tliirig of the fetferity in his Conditions, 

and 
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and make a Peace upon pretty toler¬ 
able and moderate terms. But when the 
Emperour receiv’d that Epiftle, he con¬ 
demn’d Jovhts for his forward rafhnefs, 
and lent him a Letter, wherein he told 
him, Ic was fit that he indeed, as 
being Prefeft of the Court , and under- 
ftanding the ftrength of the publick Re¬ 
venues , ihould alfign the quantity of 
Corn and Gold, but that he would ne¬ 
ver confer any Dignity or Command 
either upon Alarichus or any of his Fa¬ 
mily. 

Which Epiftle as (bon as jf ovius re¬ 
ceiv’d, he open’d and read it, nc one- 
ly to himfelf but in Alarichus's hear¬ 
ing : who though he bore all other 
things very patiently, yet when he faw 
the Generallhip deny’d not onely to 
himfelf , but to all his Family alfo, he 
was fo enraged, that immediately he com¬ 
manded his Barbarians to march for 
Boms with all fpeed, to revenge the Af¬ 
front, offer’d both to him and all his 
Family. But Jovius being put to a ftand 
when he faw the Emperour’s unexpect¬ 
ed Letter, went back to Ravenna. And 
being defirous to acquit himfelf of all 
blame, he bound Honorius under feve- 
ral Oaths * never to make Peace with 
Alarichus, but to wage War againft him 
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continually: as he himfelf likewife fwore, 
by, touching the Emperour’s Head, and 
made all others, that were in any Office, 
do the fame. 

Affairs being thus conferred, the Enf' 
perour, who was to make War againft 
Alarichus, call'd ten thoufand Hunm to 
liis afliftance. And being willing to 
have Proviflon ready for ’em againft 
they came, he commanded the. Dalma¬ 
tians to bring in Corn, and Sheep and 
Oxen ; fending his Scouts; valfo to . .en¬ 
quire, how Alarichus’ intended to march 
to Rowe, and muftering up : his Forces 
from all quarters. But Alarichus in the 
mean, time . repented of his: intended 
Voyage:to Rome, and fenr the Bifhops 
of each City , not ; onely Jby way of 
Embafladours, ; but aha to advife the 
Emperour,. not -to ftiffcr fuctoca; City as 
*that , Which hadv commanded .a great 
part of: the! .World. fo^.daboVe $Mui- 
■fand years, into be deiivorU up. hnH 
deftroy’d byvitiip Barbariwxsg^nQt ' fuch 
mag# iftceht; :• Strufturesrto. be- r demohib- 
ed by Hoftlle ! flanies/ but. that lie would 

■ rather make a Peace ; upon fomeceafa- 

■ nable Conditions. For the Barbarian 

f he. would Ilia ye ’em tell.‘the Emperour J 
neither wanted preferment,; -nor would 
he defire thole Provinces now / which 
v ^ for- 
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formerly lie had a mind to .dwell in, 
onely the two Nenci , that lie upoik 
the extfeam parts of /(for., harafs’d with 
continual incurfions, and bring in but 
a finall Revenue to the Treafury. Bo¬ 
lides which he would have only lo much 
Com every year , as, the Emperour 
fhould think fit, and would remit the 
Cold : lb that there fhould be a Friend- 
fhip and Alliance betwixt him and die 
Ramans agaiaft every one that took up 
Arms, or ;riie in oppofition to the Em¬ 
pire. Which when Alarkhus had mp- 
defUy and foberly proofed, (jvhilft all 
People admired his moderation) J/miiu 
and thofe that were the Empcrouds 
greatell Miniftersfaid his Demands 
could not be poflibly granted, fmee ail 
Men that were in any Commiilion had 
fivpm non! to make Peace'with Alari- 
ebas. For if their Oath hid been given 
-to' Cod , .they might indeed have pro¬ 
bably broke it., and .deft it to die 
Deities Goocbeis. to pairdpil em, for 
their impieciy, bur dnee.they had fworn 
by die Emperour’s Mead,, it : Avas by 
do means lawful for !ena to offend a- 
\gainft fo great a Vow : So cautious 
were they-that then had the managg- 
jnent of publick Affairs, as being bereft of 
Gods Care and Protection. ! — 
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L AR 1 C fiV $ therefore be*- 
ing thus affronted for thefe 
his reafbnahle Demands, 

made hafle teWBfdsbffowtf 
his^ Army»r: ; dejGgttr 
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way of an Embaffadour, defiring that the 
former Peace, which they had agreed up¬ 
on, might be confirm’d, and begging par¬ 
don for the killing of Verenianus and Didy- 
mias, who were kinfmen to theEmperour 
Honorius \ For he made an Apology, and 
faid, that they were not taken off by Cm- 
Jlantine'S’ good will. But feeing Honorius 
much ttoubled, he faid it was convenient 
for him, fince he was fo embarafs’d 
with the Affairs of Italy, to make fome 
final! conceffions: and that if he : would 
duffer liim to "go back'to Conjlantine, and 
tell him what circumflances Italy was 
then in, that he himfelf would fho'rdy re¬ 
turn thither with all the Forces in Cel- 
tica, Spain, and Britain, to relieve both 
Italy and Borne. Upon which Conditions 
Jovius was permitted to depart. 

But fince I have not given you a jufi: 
Account concerning the ftatc of Celtica, 
’cis fit I fhould tell you particularly how 
things were carried there formerly.. When 
Arcadius was Emperour ( Honorius being 
the feventh time , and jheodofitis the fe- 
cond time Confuls) the Soldiers in Bri¬ 
tain made an infurreftion, and promoted 
Marcus to the Imperial Throne, paying 
all obedience to him as their chief Lora 
in thofe parts. But fome time after when 
they had JuU’d him, (or not complying 

with 


Book VI. of Count Z O S1M U S. 401 

with their humours , they fet up Gratt¬ 
an , whom they prefemed with a Purple 
Robe and Diadem, and attended upon 
like an Emperour. But being difgufted 
at him likewife, they in four months af¬ 
ter depofed and murder’d him, deliver¬ 
ing the Empire up into the hands of Ccn- 
Jlantine. Who, having made Jujlinianus 
and Nevigajles Commanders of the Cel- 
tick Soldiery, left Britain and went over; 
but coming to Bononia ( which is the 
neareft City to the Sea-fide, lying in the 
lower Germany ) and having flay’d there 
fome days, he made all the Armies be¬ 
twixt that and the Alps, which part Gal- 
I'ta and Italy, his Friends, fo that he now 
feemed fecure of the Empire. But at the 
fame time Stilico fent Saras , as General, 
with an Army againft Conflantine ; who 
meeting the General jujlinianus with all 
the Forces which he had, Hew him and 
moft of his Soldiers : and, having made 
liimlelf Mailer of great Spoils, went to 
befiege Valentin , where he underftood 
that Conjlantine had taken up his Quar¬ 
ters, as being a City well guarded and fe- 
cure for him to refide at. Whilft Nevi¬ 
gajles the furviving Commander making 
fome overtures of Peace to Saras, he re¬ 
ceived him as his Friend; bur Saras, 
though he mutually both gave and took an 
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Oath to the contrary,immediatly kill’d him, 
without any regard to what he had fworn. 

But when C onftantine had made Edo- 
line bus, a Frank by extradr, but born in 
Britain , and Gerontius , a Britain, his Com¬ 
manders [in the room of Jujlinian and 
Nezigajles ] Saras, who was affraid of 
thefe two upon the account of their Mi¬ 
litary experience and Courage, raifed the 
Siege front before Valentia when he had 
lay’n there feven days. But Conftantine' s 
Officers attaqued him lo briskly with their 
greateft vigour that he had much ado 
to efcape alive, and was fain to give all 
his Spoils to the Bacauda, to let him pals 
into Italy. Now therefore when Saras was 
[obber'j At t [ ius got fafe into ItalypConfiantine, who had 
wmn *‘ mufter’d up all his Forces, refolv’d to fet a 
fuflicient guard upon the Alps, in three 
places, which oblirud the pallagc out of 
Celtic a into Italy and fo onward, com¬ 
monly call’d the Cottian, the P&nine, and 
the Maritime Alps. And the realon why 
he took fuch care was this: 

Some years before, when Arcadius was 
in his lixth Confulate and Probus was his 
Collegue, the Vandals mixing with the 
Alanes and Suevians came over thefe pla¬ 
ces, and plunder’d the Countries beyond 
the Alps. Where when they had made 
a great .llaughter, they became lb iorrni- 
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dable even to the Armies in Britain allb, 
that they forced ’em ( for fear left they 
might proceed as far as their Country) 
to choofe fcveral UfurperS, as Marcus, 
Gratianus , and after them C&uJI ant inns: 
Againft whom there was a {harp engage¬ 
ment ; but the Romans overcame, and 
kill’d moft part of the Barbarians : and 
yet, becaufe they did not purfue thole 
that ran away (or other wife they might 
certainly have kill’d ’em every Man) they 
gave ’em time to recruit, and by mufter- 
ing up a great number of Barbarians, to 
put themfelves once more into a fighting 
pofture. Now upon this account did 
Conftantine fet Guards upon thefe places, 
that thofe People might not have fo free 
a pallage into Gallia. He likewife fecu- 
red the Rhine , which had been negle&ed 
Alice the Emperour Julians time. And 
having thus ordered Affairs throughout 
all Gallia, he put his eldeft Son Conflans 
into the Habit of a Ciefar and fent him 
into Spain. For he had a mind to be ab- 
folute Lord of all the Countries there, 
not onely out of a defire to enlarge his 
own Dominions, but to retrench the Power 
of Honoriuss Kinfmen. For he was af¬ 
fraid, left when they had gathered toge¬ 
ther an Army of the Soldiers that were 
in thofe parts, they might, one time or 
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other, crofs over the Pyrenian Mountains 
and fee upon him, vvhilil Honorius, [ pro- 
babJy ] might fend an Army out of Italy 
and by environing of him on every fide, 
depofe him from his [ufurped] Throne. 
So Con ft am went over into Spain , having 
Terentius for his General, and Apollinarius 
Prefefr of his Court. And when he had 
appointed all the Officers about his Court 
both Military and Civil; He font his 
Army under their Conduit againft thole 
who were akin to the Emperour Theo- 
doftus and difturb’d all Spain at that time. 
Who when they had made the firlt On- 
fet againft Conftans with their Lufitanian 
[ or Portuguese ] Soldiers and found them- 
lelves overpower’d , they ntufter’d up a 
vaft company of Slaves and Countrey 
Fellows, by whofe affiftance they had like 
to have reduced him into molt dangerous 
circumftances; but even in this cale too 
they failed of their expectation, whilft 
they and their Wives were taken Prifo- 
ners by Conftans. Which accident being 
told to their Brothers, Thecdoftus and La- 
god ins, the one of era ran into Italy, and 
the other efcaped fafe into the Eaft. Now 
when Conftans had clone thefe exploits in 
Spain, he return’d to his Father Conftan- 
tine, carrying Verenianm and Didymius a- 
long with him, but leaving his General, 
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Gerontius , there, with die Gallick Soldiers, 
to guard the Pal's from Celtica into Spain: 
although the Spamjb Soldiers did defire 
that they might be trufted with that Af¬ 
fair, as they had been formerly, and 
that the fafety of their Countrey might 
not be committed to the care of Strangers. 

So Verenianus and Didynuus being brought 
to Ccnftantine, were immediately put to 
Death. 

But after that, Conftans was a fecond time 
fent into Spain, and had Juftus for his 
General. At which Gerontius being dil- 
gufted, and having obliged the Soldiers 
in thofe parts, he incited the Barbarians 
that were in Gallia Celtica to rile in 
oppofition againft Conftaatine. Whom fee¬ 
ing Conftantine was not able to wichftand, 
foe that the greater part of his Army 
was in Spain, the Barbarians beyond the 
Rhine did lb liccntioully overrun all 
places, and reduced not oucly the Bri- 
taim but iome of the Celtick Nations al- 
fo to fuch neceflky, that they revolted 
from the Empire, and lived no longer un¬ 
der the Roman Laws but as they pleas’d 
them 1 elves. The Britains therefore took 
up Anns and ventur’d upon any dange¬ 
rous enterprile upon the account of their 
own fafety, tiil they had freed their. 

Cities from the Barbarians that befieged 
D d 3 ’em. 
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’em. In like manner did all the Armori- 
chau Countrey [ Britt aigne in France 3 
with the other Provinces in Gallia , who, 
in imitation of Britain , deliver’d them- 
felves the fame way; by turning out the 
Roman Magiftrates or Officers, and fetting 
up a Government, fuch as they pleas’d, of 
their own. 

This Revolt or Defection therefore of 
Britain and the Celtick Nations, hap¬ 
pen’d when Conjlantine ufurp’d the Em¬ 
pire, by whoic negledt of Government 
the Barbarians were emboldened to com¬ 
mit fuch Ravage. But in the mean time 
Alarichus in Italy, feeing he could not 
gain a Peace upon the Conditions that 
he propofed, nor had receiv’d any Ho- 
ftages, invaded Rome '"nice more , and 
threaten’d to florm it, if the Citizens 
would not take his part and go along 
with him againft the Emperour Horn- 
tins. To which propofal they fo long 
deferr’d their Anfwer , that he befieged 
the City ; and marching to the Port, 
though he was fome days before he could 
take it, yet at laft he made himfelf Ma- 
fler of it. And finding that all the City 
Stores lay there, he threaten’d to diftri- 
bute them among his own Men, unlcls 
the Romans would forthwith confent to 
his Propofals. Wherefore the whole Se- 
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nate met, and having confulted what they 
fhould do, comply’d with all that Alari¬ 
chus commanded of ’em. For there was 
no avoiding Death , fince no relief of 
Provifions was brought in from the Port 
to the City. Accordingly they receiv’d 
Alarichut's Embafly, invited him to their 
City, and, as they were commanded, 
fet Attains, Prefect of the City, upon an 
Imperial Throne, with a Purple Robe and 
Crown: who prefently declared Lampa- 
dius Prefeft of the Court, and Marcianos , 
of the City, but gave the Generalfhips 
to Alarichus and Valens (who formerly 
commanded the Dalmatian Legions) di* 
ftributing the other Offices to others 
in order. Then with an Imperial Guard 
about him he went toward the Court, 
though many ill Omens attended him 
by the way. The next day going into 
the Senate he made a Speech, full of Ar¬ 
rogance; wherein he told ’em with great 
Ollentation that he would fubdue the 
whole World to the Romans , and do 
things greater than that too. For which 
perhaps chc Gods were angry and defign’d 
foon after to remove him. 

But the Romans therefore were over¬ 
joy’d, having not onely gotten other M.w 
giftrates that knew howto manage things 
very well, but Tertuilus alfo , at whole 
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promotion to the Confulihip they were 
exceedingly pleas’d. Nor was any body 
troubled at thefe things that all Men 
thought conduced to publick good, but 
oneiy the Family of the An kit ; becaufe 
they alone having almoft all the Money 
in the City, were lorry to lee dungs go 
fo well. But w hen Alaricbus wifely advi- 
fed Attalus to lend a convenient Army 
into Africa and to Carthage, thereby to 
depofe Heraclianus Irom lus Dignity, left 
he, who w T as Honor Friend, Ihould 
obftrud their Defigns, Attalus would not 
hearken to his Admonitions, but being 
poflefs’d with thofe hopes which the 
Soothfayers gave him, and perfuaded that 
he Ihould conquer all Africa and Car¬ 
thage too without fighting , he would 
not fend forth Drum as, who with thole 
Barbarians that he had with him, might 
eafily have turn’d Heraclianus out of his 
Office; but neglecting Alarichus’s Advice, 
gave the Command of all the Soldiers in 
Africa to one Ccnfiantine , yet font no 
good fighting Men along with him. But 
m the mean time, whiift the Affairs of 
Africa were at an uncertainty, he un¬ 
dertook an expedition againft the Em- 
percur, who w T as at Ravenna. Where¬ 
upon the Emperour was fo troubled arid 
frighted, that he fent cut Embafladours 
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to defire that the Empire might be di¬ 
vided between them, hue jovius whom 
Attains had made Prefed of the Court, 
faid that Attalus Ihould not leave Hono¬ 
rius fo much as the Title of an Empe¬ 
rour, no not a whole body: for that 
he would fend him to live in an Illand, 
and maim him in feme part of his body. 

At which haughty expreflions all Men 
were affrighted, and Honorius was juft 
ready to take his flight; but when, for 
that purpofe, he had gotten together a 
vaft number of Ships into, the Port at 
Ravenna, fix Regiments of Auxiliary Sol¬ 
diers arrived there, which were expeded 
whiift Stilico was alive, but came not 
our of the Eaft till that. time.;, being in 
number fix thoufand. At whole arrival 
Honorius being awaked ( as it were) out 
of a dead fleep, he entrufted the keep¬ 
ing of the Walls to them that came out 
of the Eaft, and rcloiv’d to ftay at Ra' 
venna, till he had better intelligence con¬ 
cerning the Affairs of Africa. And-if 
Heraclianus got the upper-hand, that then, 
when things were fetled and fecure in 
thofe parts, he would make War with 
his whole Army againft Alaricbus and 
Attalus : but if, on the contrary, thofe 
that he lent into Africa, were worfted, 
that then he would fail away into the 

Eaft 
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Eaft to Tbeoelofius with thofe Ships which 
he had in readinefs and relinquifh the 
Weflern Empire. 

And thus it was with Honorius, But 
Jovius, who was fent Embafladour to Ho¬ 
norius (as I told you before) began to 
think of treafonable Dcfigns, being cor¬ 
rupted by Honorius through other Men. 
He thereiore told the Senate that he would 
be no longer an Embaliadour, and withal 
fpoke fome-utdianUfom words before them, 
as, that they ought, a nee thofe whom 
they had fent into Africa had failed of 
good luccefs, to fend Barbarians into the 
War againft Heraclianus. For fince that 
Conjlantine was llain, their hopes , from 
that part of the World, were in a wa¬ 
vering condition. But Attains being en¬ 
raged, and having employ’d others to give 
Orders what he would have done, there 
were others fent with Money into Africa , 
to affift in the prefent junfture there. 
Which when Ala; sc bus underflood he was 
difpleai'cd at it, and began to defpair of 
Attains' s concerns, who went about things 
fo ralhly as if he were a Fool, without 
either reafon or profpefb of advar"age. 
And therefore when he had cenfider’d of 
thefe things, he rel'olv’d to draw off from 
Ravenna, although he [formerly] de¬ 
termin’d to profecute the Siege, till he 

took 


Book VI. of Count Z O SIM U S. 

took it. For Jovius had perfuaded him fo 
to do; who when he heard that the Ge¬ 
neral fent by Attains into Africa had ut¬ 
terly mifs’d of his aim, he apply’d him- 
felt wholly to the Affairs of Honorius , 
and was always lpeaking ill of Attains 
to Alarkhus, out of a Defign that he 
had to make him believe, that as foon 
as At talus had fecur’d the Empire into his 
own hands, he would firfl contrive the 
death of Alarkhus and all that were akin 
to him. But whilft Alarichus continu’d 
conftant to the Oath which he had given 
to Attains, Valens, General of the Horfc 
or Cavalry, was taken off upon fufpi- 
tion of Treafon : and Alarichus in the 
mean time went with his Army to all 
the Cities of /Emilia, that had deny’d 
very eafiiy to receive Attains as their Go- 
vernour. And fome of them he quickly 
reduced ; but having befieged Bononia 
which held out many days, without be¬ 
ing able to take it, he went toward Li¬ 
guria, to force that Counrrcy alfo into 
an acknowledgment of Attdus for their 
Emperour. 

But Honorius having fent Letters to 
the Cities in Britain, by way of advice 
for them to look to themfelvcs, and re¬ 
warded die Soldiers with the Money 
fent from Heraclianus , he lived at all eafe 
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imaginable, fince he had contracted the love 
of the Soldiers in all places. And Hera- 
clianus having leized and guarded all the 
Ports in Africa with all lecurity, fo chat 
neither Corn, nor Od, nor any other pro¬ 
vision could be carry’d into the Port of 
Rome, there fell a Famine upon the City, 
more grievous than the former; and the 
.gr.lfrf. Market-wen [ or thoft that fold things in the ^ 
\nii!irs. Market ] concealed all their goods, out of 
hopes to get all the Mony to themfelves, 
by fetting what price they pieafed upon 
their Commod ities. By which means the 
City was reduced to fuch extremities, that- 
thole who hoped that Man’s fleih would 
be eaten, cry’d out in the Hippodrome, or 
place tor Horle-Races, Lay a certain Rate 
upon Mans jn jb. 

Upon which occafion Attains went to 
Rome, and cai .’d the Senate together, who, 
after lome Debate, were, molt of ’em of 
Opinion, that the Barbarians and the Ro¬ 
man Soldiers, ought to be lent into Africa 
and that Dramas ihould be their General, 
as being a Pcrfon that had given great te- 
ftimonies of his fidelity and good will al¬ 
ready. Onely At talus and a few more did 
not agree in judgment with the majority 
of the Houfe, nor was he willing to fend 
out any Barbarian as General ol a Roman 
Army. Now this was the firft time that 
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Alarichus had an Eye upon Attains to take 
him off or depole him, though Jovius 
had formerly by continual Calumnies and 
falfe Accul'ations inftiga'ted him thereunto. 
Wherefore to put his Defign in execution, 
he brought Attains out before the City A- 
r minim, where he then lived, and raking 
off' his Diadem, and Gripping him of his 
Purple Rope, he fent 'em to the Empcrour 
Honoris. But though he reduced Attains 
to the condition of a private Pertbn before 
all the People, yet he kept him and his Son 
Ampclius at his own Houle , till he had 
made Peace with Homrius; and then he 
procur’d their Pardon. Flacida alio, the 
Empcrours Sifter was with Alarichus, in 
the nature of an Hoftagc, but had all the 
Honour and Attendance belonging to the 
Quality ot a Princels. 

And this was the State of It ah, whilfr 
Conjfautine gave his Son Caiftans a Diadem, 
and from a Cxfar made him Emperour: 
after he had depriv’d Antllinarius of his 
Office, and made another Perlon Pre. 
fefl of the Court in his room. In the 
mean time Alarichus went to Ravenna, to 
confirm the Peace with Honorhis , but For¬ 
tune found out another Obflacie beyond 
all expectation, and pointed our, as it were, 
what lliould befal the Commonwealth. 
For whillt that Sams lay with a few Bar 
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barians in Ficenum, and joyn’d neither with 
the Emperour, nor Alarichus neither, A- 
taulphus who had a grudg againft him, 
upon the fcore of fome former difference, 
came with his whole Army to that place 
where Sarus chanced to be. But as foon 
as Sarus faw him coming, he, finding him- 
felf not able to fight him (as having only 
three hundred Men) refolved to fly to Ho¬ 
nor ius and be his Ally in the War againft 
Alarichus. . 


A Supplement of thofe things, that are 
wanting in Zofimus: 

S omething is wanting, but Phot ius in his 
Bibliotheca fays. That the Hiftory of 
Zofimus ended with the taking of Rome 
by Alarichus. Now feeing Zofimus is de¬ 
ficient in this Point, and that no particu¬ 
lar Hiftory of things relating to the Sack¬ 
ing of Rome, is any where elfe to be found, 
I thought fit to give you the following 
Account out of Baptifia Egnatius. 
Alarichus had befieged Rome for two years 
together, nor had Honorius, who then lay 
idle at Ravenna, either Courage or Power 
to relieve it. For being concerned for no¬ 
thing lefs than for the fafety of the City; 
now StilicoWAS dead, he had conftituted no 
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General over the Army, to manage the 
War againft the Gotths. And that put the 
Gotths upon befieging the City, feeing the 
Roman Soldiers were either run away or 
very flothful in their bufinefs. But the 
Barbarian Enemy having in vain befieged 
it, nor being able to take it by Storm, was 
fain to make ufe of Stratagems and Policy. 
They pretended a Journey into their own 
Country , and therefore chofe out three 
] hundred young Fellows of great ftrength 
j and courage, whom they would beftow 
upon the Roman Nobility as a Prcfent, but 
inftru&ed ’em beforehand to oblige their 
Mafters with all obfervance imaginable, 
I and that upon a certain day prefix’d, about 
Noon, when the Nobility were either a- 
fleep or otherwife unmindful of bufinefs, 
they Ihould meet of a fudden at the Gate 
called Porta Avimria , where having lur- 
; priz’d and kill’d the Guards, they Ihould 
open the Gate for them who would be 
there at hand. In the mean time the 
Gotths delay d the time of returning home, 
upon a pretence that they wanted one 
I thing one or another ftill, till die three hun- 
\ dred Youths making good ufe of their op¬ 
portunity, upon the day appointed, open’d 
the Gate to their Countrymen; and the 
Gotths when they were let in fell a plun¬ 
dering all the City, though they did more 
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difhonour than damage to the Citizens. 
Now there are fome who think, the Gate 
was open’d by the contrivance of Proha a 
Woman of Quality and great Wealth, who 
pitied the Rowan People that died of the' 
Famine and feveral Diflempers, like rotten 
Sheep. But two things upon this occa- 
fion, are worth our Obfervation: the one. 
That there was an Edi£t made by Alari- 
chuSy that whofoever fled into the Churches 
of the Saints, elpecially of Peter znA Paul, 
ihould have no violence offer d to em; 
which was accordingly obferv d with great 
care. The other was , That when the 
news was brought to Honorius at Ravenna 
that [ Row a, i.e. Rowe ] was deflroy’d; He 
thought they had meant a certamitout Gaul, 
whole name was Roma , and admired very 
much that he fhould be fo foon gone, with 
whom he had a little before lo merrily 
diverted himfelf. 
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